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THE 


PREFACE. 


cellency and import- 

ance, that it deſeryes 

ESESSR=OD 047 deepeft reflecti- 
0ns,,and care to conſider and apply 
it : Tithe great Myſtery of Godli- 
neſs,the deſign of Eternal Wiſdom, 
the chiefeſt of all Gods Works, that 
contains the Glorious Wonders of his 
& Mercy and Power, Wherein he 
renders himſelf moſt worthy of our 
Supreme Veneration and eAfecti- 
0n, Onr mo# raiſed T honghts are 
In-- 
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The Preface. 


anghthe Th 


clearlyreveaÞ dſo much of it as F _ 

quifit to be knowninour earthly fate, 
Jet the [ublimer parts are full ſecrer, 
andreſerv'd for a full diſcovery by the 
brightneſs of our Savionr's Appear-. 
ance, NOW if thee Excelleni of 
things excites our Spirits to b&gt= 
tentive in ſearching into their 
nature, thu Divine Object ſhould 
awaken all our Powers,and arreſt our 
Minds znthe ſerious fleady contem- 
plation of it, being alone capable to 
ſatisfy their immortal appetite, The 
Importance of it 1s correſpoudent to 
78s excellency: for *tis no leſs than 
the recovery of us from extream and 
eternal miſery, and the Reftoring 
us to the enjoyment of the Bleſſed 
God, a felicity Without compari- 
ſon 6r end, If we have anyregard to 
S al- 


Sabodjon, "(and BOW Voſs Wh: 
bappy as to neglect it for unconcern- 


ing frivolous Vanities) it will be de- 
lightful to know the means by which 
we mayobraim it; and toemploythe 
lying moments of our. ſhort time in 
thoſe things that are profitable for 
our 'lgit End, that we may not loſe 
2a and Eternal Life toge- 
1 þ a; 

' "Many of the e Ancient and Mo- 
derx Dryines have Written of this 
noble - en - lewis havere- 
ceived benefit in the following compo- 
ſure.But nope, as I know, bath conft- 
dered allthe parts together, and pre- 

ſented them in one view, There | 


remains a rich «abundance for the _ 


perpetual exerciſe of our Spirits. 
The Eternal (rag Leys Was able 
to perfect all things by once . ſpeak- 
ing Humane words are but an Ek 
foat 


+ The Preface. 
that-anſwers the Voice of Jod, 2nd 
cannot fully expreſs its Power, not © 
paſs ſommediately through the wag 
to the Heart, but they muſt beye- 
peated. May theſe Diſcourſes be 
effectual to inflame us with the mo 
ardent Love to our Saviour,who ran- 
ſom'd us with the wirvaluable price of 
his own blood, and to perſWade us to 
lIrve for Heaven, the purchaſe of that 
Sacred Treaſure, I ſhall for ever: ac- 
knowledge the Divine Grace; and 
obtain my utmoſt aim, Fe 
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by 
nec of the 
Soul, 'as) > itris'an/inveigans 
7” fr 


ritual 


hh eng That Happineſs and Dignity of Mans 
ſtate, which was the conſequent, and acce/ien to his 
Holineſs. The. Natuzal reſemblance T ſhall not - 
fi on. : for thediſtind Iltuſtrarion of the other , 


ach dikes Se tk 

I. In is e ofs, #x#/potted Pua- 
rity, i»fnite Goodneſs, 5xc Takin and 
whatever. we conccive under | © notion of mor el 
Perfections, 

2. With refpect to his c 5 Blefſednefs ( the 


Teſult. of his infinite Excellencies ; )-as be is per- 
fromall evils, ewes, icon and 
Lg __ 


leflen his fe and enjoys O—_— 
| ho fupre 
. 
" | j . 


weve oo X World, the Nendiectcs of Gods So- 


 Ivilltakes purticulee fhevey of them. 
: on Man 'was nr onto pe to ns in Holineſs. 
appears by tm. 279 0 Apoftle, con- 
_ cerning the Santfication of corrupt man ; which he 
Tets forth, by the renewing of him in inowlede, , righ- Co'v3-10% 
$eouſneſs and holineſs, ” =X image of the 


r "> he 


be Wet 
7 TR” C 


Cy Wo ihe 4 Wy, ] 
; The Harminy of the Divint Attribute, 
' The Renovation of things, is the ing of them 
Eph.4-24-" ro their Primitive ate, and is more, or leſs yy 

. - fe by its proportion to, or diſtance from the Or- 
inal. Holineſs, & Rightcouſneſſe,are the comprehen- 

Lake 1: 73: tee Sum of the Moral Law, which not onlyreprefents 
the Will;but the Nature of God in his Supream Ex- 
cellency, and inconformity to it the Divine likeneſs 
eminently appeard. Adam was created: with the 
fe&tion ot Grace, the progreſs of the moſt excel - 
ent Saints is incomparably ſhort of his beginning ; 
By this we may in part conjecture at the Beauty of 
Holineſſe in him , of which one faint ray appearing 
in renewed perſons is ſo amiable, This primitive 
Beauty is expreſt in Scripture by rectitude : God 
made Man upright. There was an univerſal entire 
redtitude in his. Faculties, diſpoſing _ for their 
per Operations. This will mote fully appear,by 
= TL the diſtin& powers of the Soul, in their 
ar Conſtitutions. | | 
_ 1, The underſtanding was inrich'd with knowledg. 
Nature was unveiled to: Adam, he enter'd intoits 
Sanctuary, and diſcover'd its myſterious Operations. 
Geu.2.19. When the Creatures came to pay thcir Femeg ro 
him, whatſoever he called them,that was the name there- 
- And their Names expreſt their Natures, His 
knowledg reach'dthrough the whole compaſs of the 
Creation, from the Sus the glorious veſſel of Li 
to the Gloworm that ſhines inthe hedg. .. And this 
knowledg was *not acquir'd by Study, *twas not the 
fruit of anxious inquiry,bur as the illamination of the 
Air is in an inſtant by the light of the Morning, fo 
his Underſtanding- was cnlightned, by a pure beam 
from the Father of Lights. 
| Befides, 


Univerſal © Cauſe, He diſcover'd/the Glory of the | 

Divine Eſſence and Attributes by their wonderhi 
' effects, | wh 
wy Almighty Power. When he firſt open'd his 
eyes, the ſtupendious Fabrick of Heaven and Earth 
preſented itſelf to his view, and in- it the moſt ex- 
preſs and clear charaFers of that Glorious Power, 
which produced it. .For what could overcome the 
Infinite diſtance, betweeri not being, and being, but 
Infinite Power * As there -is no proportiqn between 
not being, and being, ſo the cauſe whichunites thoſe 
terms, muſt be wit limits, Now the Divine 
| Wordalone, ( which calls the things that are not, as | 

if they were ) cauſed the World to rife from the Abyſs 2 + 17-- 
of empty nothing. 4# Gods Gonmmand the Heavens, Pal. ;3:6. 
and all their Hoſt were created, | And this led him to 
conſider the Immenſity of the Divine Eſſence, For 
Infinite Power is incompatible' with a finite Eſſence, 
and by the conſideration of the Immenſity, .he.might 
ar ae ores anger) Fer —_ eadlr wphr: | 

w Wafer, » * 
one another, and neceſſ>rily exÞin the fame. bject. | 
For 'tis impoſſible, that any thing which is form'd by 
another, and hath a beginning, not be limited 
in its Natureby the cauſe thatproduced it... ..There- 
fore the A declares, 'that the ErernahPower of gom. 120. 
God is ſet forth in the Creation of the World,joyning 
with the diſcovery of his Power;that of his Eternity. 
2. 'Admirable Wiſdom. appear'd to Man-in 
Creation. . 


.* 


The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 
Creation, For by conſidering the Varicty and U- 
ni6ng/the Order and Efficacy Rog and Sta- 
bility of the Wold, he clear clay Ale at Wiſ- 
dom, -which ſo regular poſed _ 'Tis thus 
that Wiſdow ſpeaks A nee Botkof Proverbs , When 
he prepared x Heavens, was there: when he ſet 
.« compaſs upon the face of the depth : When he eſta- 
bliſhed the Clouds above : When be ſtrengthened the 
Fouin ans of the Deop : when he: gave the Sea bis De- 
. eres, that the Waters ſbould not paſs his Cummand- 
. ments: when h: appointed rhe Foundations of the Earth: 
I'was with hizs, contriving all in the beſt manner for 
. Ornament and Uſe. The knowledg of this, fill'd 
His Soul with wonder, - and delight. in hem 
breaks forth with aſtoniſhment, as one in the 
w innumerable Miractes, O Lord, how 

works! in Wiſtom waile them all: Jad 


(Xfw10424-if he Gſcovered wonderful and Divine Wiſ- 


dom in the Works of - God, when the vigour of 
the 'bumine- Underſtanding was {0 much impair'd 
by the Fall, how much more did Adam, who per- 
fealy underfiood: Uriverſal Nature , the offices of 
boo 5 wo” __ 


ft of Union,-'by which" God hath | joi 
he _ multitude of beings, fo diftant and 
eeing Oregon *ator Peace is pre- 
their Private Enmity, - 'This diſcovery 
ah to acknow :chav Orbit chritans 
eat Power, this antling is infinite . 
| a one Goodnefs ſhin fore in ohe Creation, 
"This is the leading Artribute, that call'd forch 
the reſt to work, © As there was no matter, fo.no 
motive toinduce God to make the World, but whe 
aroſe 


: 


is the Comtrivance of Mens Redempthes.” 


aroſe Fom his. Goodneſs : For be 1s an Al-ſuffcient ' 


Being,  perfely bleſſed in, bimſelf, His Mayefty is 
not encreaſed by the. Adoration of Angels, nor his 
Greatneſſe by the Obedience of Nature z neither 
was he leſs happy, or content, in that Eternal 
Duration before -the exiſtence of any Creatuze , 
than he is ſince, His Original Felicity. 1s equally 


incapable . of acceſſion; as of diminution. Tis e- - 


vident | therefore, that only free, and unexcited 
Goodneſs, moved. him to create all things, that he 
might impart being and happineſs to: the Creature, 
not inrich his own, | 

Wo. ws by optamgionng the other. works 

39d, fo eſpecially by reflecting upan himſclt, Adam 
had a clear ſight * the Divine y WL - whighcon- 
curr'd in his Creation, Whether be :conſider'd his 
loweſt part, the Body, 'twas-form'd of the Earth, 


Difficile gft * 


the moſt arrificial and. beautiful 'piece of the ſible expedire u- 


World. The contrivance of its parts, was with 


trum ſpecies ' 


that. proportion agd txaAnels, 8s-maſ condac'd'to. ar #rilitas 
raiſed, 


and Service. Its ſtature was: exe and 

aiſed, becomingthe Lord of the Creatures, and. an 

obſerver of -the Heavens. - A Divine Beauty and 

ry toon ei 3 hy x Thien, en cningrite 
ray, ſoon echips's a Die and extingui 

b Death, bur in'd in the countenance without 

any declination, The Togae was Man's peculiar 


gory being the intergreter of the mind, and capa- 


Hom. 


le to ſignifie all the AﬀeRions of the Soul. In 


ſhort, the Body was ſo' framd,, as to makea vilible 


diſcovery of the Pxerogatives of his.Creation. - And 
when he refleted upan his Soul,. that animated his 
duſt, its excellent endowments, wherein.'ris _ 
parable 


rk opib © 


® © The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, , 
acable'to the Angels, irs capacity of enjoying God 
PaFfor = nd a ner =_ moſt clear 
24: reſtimony 0 ous perfections of his Creator. 
Ro um For Man, who om admires the works of God, is 
{it ipſe mira- the moſt admirable of all, 
2or maxi- 2+ The Image of God was refplendent in mans 
-mum .mirs- Conſcience, the ſeat of practical Knowledg, and 
culum-AV8 Treaſury of moral Principles. The direive facul- 
ty was ſince, and incorrupt, not infected with any 
diſguiſing tinQure: *twas clear from all prejudices, 
which might render it an incompetent Judg of 
and evil. It inſtruted Man in all the parts of his 
relative Obligations to God, and the Creatures. 
'Twas not ferter'd andconfin'd, - fearfully reſtrain- 
goin what is Lawful ; nor licentious and indul- 


: t in what is forbidden. Briefly, Conſcience in 
Wa am upright , was a ſubordirate God, that gave 
Laws, and exacted obedience to that . glorious Be- 
LOA ing who is its Superior, | | 
3. There was a Divine Imprefſion on the Will. 
Spiritual Reaſon kept the Throne , and the inferi- 
our Faculties obſerved an eaſy and regolay ſub- 
ordination ' to ' its d/Fates., The Aﬀetions were 
exercis'd with proportion to the quality of their 
Objeats. Reaſon was their inviolable Rule. -. 
Love*"the moſt noble, and Maſter-affeQion , 
which gives being and nes to all the reſt, 
even to hatred it” ſelf, (for fo much 'we hate an 
objeR, as it hinders our enjoyment ofthe good we 
love) this precious Incenſe was offer'd up to the ex- 
cellent and ſupreme Being, which was the Author 
of his Life. Adam fully obeyed the fiſt, and great 
Command, of loving the Lord with all his heart, 
ſoul, 


EY ; q 


ſoul, and ſtrength. His loye to other things was 
ated by his love to God... There was a 


—_ berween fleſh and ſpirit in oy. They both 
joyn'd. in the ſervice lod, and her, the image of 

mov'd- to their - happineſs. 

God, in Adam, was 2 living, Ra 5 FH 

had the ſame relation to the Soul, which the Soul 

hath tothe Body,to animate. and order all its Facul- 

ties, in their. Offices and, Operations, 2coprding to 


the Will of his Creator. ._..... 
2+ The lnagoof%s God conſiſted | Ghough inan infe. 


riourdegree) in the ha ken Lf; ſtate of man, Herein he 
reſembled that infi Bleſſed Being. This happi- 
neſs- had relation._to «+1 two Natpres, "Ye cncer 
into-Mans motontontlr> aa lewis 


cafly ruin'd by the j jarring elements, but =Y 
ſtable, The humours were ina juſt tem to 
prevent any deſtemper, which might tend to the dif- 
ſolution of that exellent frame. _ Briefly. all' rhe 


ſenſes were quick and lively, able to with 
facility, vigour, and delight, their operations, 

2. There were convenient Objeas, to entertain his 
ſenſitive taculties. 


C He 


- 


is the. Contrivance of Man's Redemption = 


# | 
bs 
OE . 


Is 


"The Harmony of the Divine Artribmes; 
He enjoyed Nature in its: orig/nel Purity, crown'd 
with the benediitHon of God before twas blaſted 
with the” curſe, The World was all Harmony. and 


Beauty; Tel geen nub Creator and 


not as "tis ſince the Fall diforder'd and defortn'd i in 

many patts, the effe@ of his Juſtice. The Earch 

was liberal ro 4dr of all its Treaſures : the Hea- 
vens of their Light, and ſweeteſt Influences. '' He 


7 Gas itedin Bb 2 place of fo fo grateany an 


delight, that ir. re preſented the 

which is refreſhr Sith Rzvers of Plies, RR 
the whimate End of the Creatures was to raiſe his 
mind, and inflame his heart with' the love: of his 
great Benefadtor ; 'So their firſt and natural uſe was 
Gee fatisfattion of the Senſes, from' whence the fe- 
licity of the Animal Life did proceed. 

2. His ſupreme Happineſs confifted in the ex: 
CN FE A a ev gn: on on chi rope 
idefing, that as 


the prot ID Utes Harp olar {es which infaicely 


more vin, robe bo ger union Bi HT, 2 pore lam- 
| jon. is with more 


Sn are the Wyaey, Fer 
andtheirh $ conrſts in union with God, 
by Knowledg and ove. 

"2. In the Knowledg of God. As the deſire of 
Khoaledg is the moft' natural to the humane Soul, 
{> the obtaining of it produces the moſt noble and 
ſweeteſt pleafire. And proportionably to the de- 
FE of excelency 'thar ate m jets, f wack of 

74M0ndl 


# __ 


"iu bhi Cturricanth of Man's Redemption. 
rational PerfeQion and Satisfaction accrues to the 


mind by the knowledg of them, The diſcovery of 


the Works - of God greatly affeted Man, yet the 
excellencies ſcatter'd among them, are but-an im-+ 
perfet and mutable.ſhadow -of God's infinite and 
unchangable. Perfetions, How much morze de- 
lighttul was it to his pure underſtanding, tracing 


the footſteps and impreſſions - of God in Natural 


things, to aſcend to him, whois the glorious Original 


of all Perfetions. And although his finite under» - 
ſtanding could not comprehend*the Divme excel» © 


lencies, yet. his knowledg was anfwerable to the 
degrees of Revelation, wherein God was manifeſted; 
He ſaw the admirable Beanty of the Creator through 
the tranſperent vail of the 'creatures. ' © And from 
hence there aroſe in the Soul, a pleaſure pare, ſolid, 
and ſatisfying, a pleaſure divine ; ' for God cakes 
infinit contentment in the contemplation 'of Him- 

felf. 9 
2. The Happineſs of Man conſifted in the Lowe 
of God. *'Twas not the naked Preu/ation of the 
Deity that made him happy, bur ach a knowledg 
as raviſht his AﬀeRions, For happinefs reſults 
from the fruitions of all the Faculties. Tis true, 
that by the mediation of the underſtanding,” theother 
Faculties have acceſs to an objet# ; ' the Will and 
Aﬀections can't be enclin'd to any thing, but by 
vertue of an «# of the mind which propounds it as 
worthy of them, It follows therefore that when 
by the diſcovery of the #r anſcendent excellenicies in 
God, the Soul is excited to love and to'delight in 
Him as its S»preme Good , 'ris then really and per- 
teAly happy. Now as 4daw bad a perfect know- 
a dane. 


IZ 


P(a).8.5,6- 


' The Harmony of the Divine Attributes. 
ledg'of God, ſo the height of his love was anſwer- 


able to his knowledg, and the compleatneſs of his 


enjoyment was according to his Love. All the 
Divine Excellencies were amiable to him. - The Ma- 
jeſty; Purity, Juſtice, and Power of God, which 
are the terrour of guilty creatures. ſecyr'd his hap- 
pineſs whilſt he continued in his Obedience. His: 


Conſcience was clear -and calm, no -unquiet fears. 


diſcompos'd its Tranquillity,. 'rwas the ſeat of In- 
nocence-and Peace. Briefly, His love to.God was 


r Joh.4-18- rerfect, without any allay of tormenting fear; and 


Delight,its inſeparable attendant, was pure without 
the leaſt mixture- of Sorrow. | 

' '3-/ There was in-Mans dominion and- power over 
the Creatures, -a ſhining part of God's ng. He 
was appointed God's: Lieutenant in the world, and - 
adorn'd. with a Flower of his Crown. God gave 
him the ſolemn Inveſtiture. of this dignity,. when he 
brought the Creatures to receive their names from 
him; which. 'was a-mark: of. their homage; and a 
Token of his ſupreme Empire to-command them by 
their names. this Dominion. was eſtabliſht by 
the order of God; ſo 'twas exerciſed by the media- 
tionof the Body. Inhis Face and Words there was 
ſomething ſo powerful, as commanded all the hoſts 
of the lower: world.. And. as their ſubjetion was 
moſt eafie without- conſtraint, orreſiſtance, fo 'twas 
moſt equal. without violence and op preſſion. 


Thus holy and bleſſed was Adam in his Primitive 
fate.. And that he might continue ſo, he was 
obliged- for ever 'to obey the Will of God; who be- 
ftowed-upon him Life and Happineſs. By the firlt 
neglect of his Duty, be would moſt jufly and in- 

f evitably 


"im the Cintrivance of Mans Redemption. + 
evitably incur the-loſs of both, This will appear 
by conſidering the delign of God in the Creati- 


on. | »* 24] 
God did not make the World and. Man for the 


meer excrciſe of his Power, and ſo: teft them z but 


as the production of all things was from his bn 
neſs, ſo their reſolution and' tendency-.is for. hi 

Glory, Heis as univerſally the final, as the efficient 
cauſe of all creatures. For that which recgjves its 
being from another, can't be an end to it. ſelf; for. 


the previſion of the end: in the mind of the Creator, 


ſets him a work, and is axtecedent to the being of 
the creature. Therefore the Wiſeman tells us, that 
God made all hings for himſelf. And the Apoſtle, that 


Of him, and to hins, aud. through. him are all things : Rom. 11-36- 


to whom be glory for ever, The lower rank of Crea« 


rures objeitrvely. glorifie God, ;. as there is a.viſible. 
demonſtration. of his excellent Attributes in them. . 


Man is only f ca wt to know, and love the Crea- 
tor : And as the, benefit of -altredounds to him, 'tis 
his duty to pay the. tribute for all... By his mouth 
the yrorld" makes its acknowledgment” toGod. . He 
Is inqpapoter of the (lent and uninterrupted 
Praiſes,whi Ly nop ris A 
renders to him, * O' Lord, works prasſe 
(from the moſt noble: to the leaſt worthy) Nets 
bleſs thee.. Thankfulneſs is. the. homage from 
underſtanding Creatures, | 
And from hence it follows; that Man was only in 
a ſtate vf moral dependance, add .capable of a Law. 
Cor a Law being. the declaration of the .Superiours 


Will, requiring Obedience, and threatning Puniſh- . 


ment on the failure thereof ; there muſt be a prin- 
ciple of Reaſon and choice in that nature that is go- 
VEIN 


13 - 


Prov. 16.4. - 


the full @uire,of Heaven, and Earth Pl. 145.106 - 


- 


Th 
- , 
* 


. on to Obedi 


'Rom-12+1, 


Ls 


The Harmony of the Divine dnviburer, 


 vern'd by it. x. To diſcover the Authoriry- that 


enjoins it, 2, To diſcern the-matter of the Law, 
3. Todetermineiit ſelf out of judgment and eleQi- 
ience, as -moſt excellent -in it ſelf and 
ed the perfortner, | 
Now all inferiour Creatures are moved by the 
ſecret force of nature inclinations ; they are inſen. 
fible of moral engagements, and are not wrought on 
in an Awninrative way by the forefight of rewards 
and puniſhments. But Man who is a reaſonable 
creature owes « reaſonable ſervice, And it is im- 
poſſible that Man thould be exempt from a Law, 
For as the notion - « God ns Wl the firſt and 
ſapreme Being, «excludes all pofhibilicy of obligation 
Whe hath firſt given to the Lord, and it 
fhall be recompenifed to him again And of ſabje&tion 


toa Law, for ſupremacy and ſabjeRion are incom- 


patible; fo the quality of a Creature -includes the 
relation 'of dependance, and natural: ſib;etion to 
the Will of God, "This is moſt evident from thac 
common Principle which governs the imtelligentCrea- 
tion.  *Tis moral Maxime to which the reafongbl 
nature neceſfarily affents, That the diſpenſing of 
——_— to the Giver a Right to coraman; 

a on the Receiver an Obligation to obey , 
theſe and'dutics are meaſured by the natare of 
the benefits #5 their juſt Rule. This is viſible in 
that Dominion which is amongft men. 

_ If we aſcend tothe firff Springs of Hume Lays, 


we frall find the originel Right 'of Power to arif; 
eitherfrom Generation in Nature,or Preſervation h 


* War,or ſome publick Good accruing ro the Society 


by the prudent care of the Governor. Now. the 
deingand bicfednels of the creature are the greatef 
ang 


with his will. * From his ke Cr 
aſſerts his univerſal Dominion: 1 have. 
Earth,and. created Man upon it; even my hands a 
ſtretcht- out the Heavens, and all. their | hoſts heve-1 
conimended, ' And: ther Pſabnift tells us,  Kaew- jr 
he nr Bey aa _— and ng 100.3s- 
we' our ſelves ,, we are his people and the of his 
pa Flis Faridiftics is grounded: boy PEO» 
'in Man; and that ariſes from his givig 


cHgntione the Divine Goodaefs. , 
that Man. were not the hah 6 of Gaby: 
he yet the infinite excellency of his nature 
gives him a Lcd cart dins than:Man 
the account of his reaſon to govern thaſe | 
Creatures that are "inferiour. to him... Or - 
Pole compen', bar only titer Ti with diing 
y'i5 i 
Soul, yr korightover ws Lad lbenwng ueſtionable. 
The C751 Law determines, that when an Artificer 


works on rich materials,” and the be not 
of extraordinary value, that the go to 
him who is the owner of the materials, the 
walterhe mens, and the work: in 


{4 


bs 


'Plato. 


Rom.7. Iz, 


1 Pet.1.15. 
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-which the price wholly lies ; as if a Painter ſhould 


draw an admirable Piure on a piece of Canvas, the 
Picure of right belongs ts him that drew it. So. if, 
Lon to the errour of fome Philoſophers, the 
matter of which the World was nfade had been Eter- 
nal, yet God having infuſed a reaſonable Soul into a 
piece of c/ay, which is the principle of its life, and 
gives it a tranſcendent value above all other beings 
which were made of the ſame element, it is moſt juft 
he ſhould have a- property in him, and dominion 
overhim. 

The Law of Nature to which Man was ſubjeR up- 
cody er i pore yung 
con | CVL,. ve an nEL 
chaley inbetm, and are the meaſures of his duty to 
God, te ogra _- to his —_— —_— _ This 
was ht e voice of Reaſon,and is holy, j 
and good: 'Holy ;av-it enjoins thoſe things —_— 
there is a conformity to.choſe Attributes and. A&i- 
ons of God, which are the pattern of our imitation ; 
So the general Rule-is, Be holy, 45 God is holy, in all 
manner -of converſation, and this is- moſt honourable 
to the humane nature, . *Tis guſt,- that is, exactly 
agreable to the frame of mans facylties, -and moſt 
ſuitable to his -condition in the world: and good, 
that is, beneficial to the obſerver of it, Ly keeping of 
it there is great reward. And the obligation to.it 
is eternal, ic being the unchangeable will of God 

on the natural and unyariable relations 
God and Man, and between Man and the 


Belides the particular direQtions of the Law of 
Nature, this general Principle was planted in the 


2 n—_ to the Apoſtles Exp 


a nie Bei: 
ena L7-=- inſtance where# 


God was 


to enter into 2 Cove- 


: had this | as the 


1. For b bis Soup 
my oneedige he b have 
meer way. 0 ege3 Ohe 
fans, SSD NN 
to deal- with Man in a ſweeter manner, SPAR Bqp 
Creatuze,capable of his Love, ;and to work. upon 
him by rewards and puniſhments, congruouſly tq the 
realonable-. Nature, 
gf 6M Wiſdom to ſecure Manx obedience: For 

ovenant being a y allo 

God and Man, as it gave mga” CORageens 
of the reward- 9 cagthen his Fatt ſo ic nas the Fe 


ſureſt bond. wo, pete ergeof Ye 'Tis, 

Me KR 2914 ach wha has | 
inp, bi by hel com eo the _ LOT W 
Cre; O It s 
Law, andbinds more PE a 4 Obedience. Thus 
Adam was God's ſervant, as by the condition. of wo 
nature, fo apa wa agg he on e Covenan 
from. which he could not recede wi the guile 
andinfamy of the work pertidiouſneſs. 

The terms. of the Covenant were becoming the 
Parties.capeern'd, God and Man , It eſtabliſhed an 
es Connexion berween Duty and Felicity. 


wb 


This appears by the SanQion, I» the day thas eate 

of the forbidden fruit, thou ſhalt die. fn charpons 7 —— 

cular ſpecies of Sin the whole T 2p is included. ac 3. AC- 
tion: Curſed is every 


one 


This conſtirution- of the Covenant es ndle 
not only in the Will af * God, but in the nature of 
the things themſelves : And this appears by con- 


2 
c; Fhar Holineſs is more .excellent in ir 'felf, 
and ſeparately conſidered, than the reward that at- 
tends tt. *Tis i ts Bi br ptrmamcs wok 
ture, God is glorious in And as He __ 


tempt, and would refle&-upon the Wiſ 
. Beſides, If the- reaſonable: Creature 'violates the 


The Harmony off the Divine Attributes 
' In the fiſt Covenant there was aſpecial clauſe, 
which 'Man as the inhabitant of Paradiſe, 
GGen-2-19% That he ſhould wot eat of the Tree of Knowledg of good 
and evil- upon. pain of Death. And this Prodibs- 
—_— idk wiſe and juſt reaſons. - * 
re God's Sovercign Right in all thi 
In ns. of Creator he ES Lord. 
eojojedmacting bur aderivedti aa bin Down: 
ty and Allowance, and with an obligation to render 
to him .the e of all. As Princes when they 
yive eſtates to their Subjects, ſtill retain the Roy- 
and receive a ſmall rent, which though incon- 
in- its value, is an acknowledgment of 'de- 
pendance/upon- them. -So when God placed Adam 
in Paradiſe, he reſerved this mark of his Soveraign- 
. ty, that in the free uſe" of all other 
ſhould abſtain from the orbidden Tree. 
— Sd "2+ To make trial Mans Obodience is a matter 
bedientle pe- very congruous to! diſcoveriit. ibition 
riculumfad- had beengrounded on any-morel. internal evil in the 
oe. NACUTE the thing it-{elf, there had not been ſo 
gilarors oris | al clear a teſtimony 0 God's Dominion, nor of Adam's 
; 'to it. But when that which in (ic ſelf 
| I indifferent, became unlawful meety by the 
quamreide Will of God, elf yr os no iro 
quallex lata excellency, but to make his Authority more ſacred, 
a this was a con of Man's liberty, and to ab- 
ſtain was pure O 
Beſides, The reſtraint was from that which was 
very grateful and alluring to both the parts of Mang 
* Gen. 3-6 compounded Nature, 'The Senſitive Appetite is 
ron exc - 6 *«the Luſt of the Eye, and this 
to the light;the forbearance was 
= excellent ' exerciſe of vertue gig Li 
appetite 


\" wa. 3=-- a6 
_ 


| ME BENT EY OMe 
appetite in obedience. Again, Thedeſiveof Know- 
ledg is extremely. quick and earneſt, ey aggen- 
rance moſt worthy of the rational Nature ; wits 1 0am. 
animo ſuavier cibus. . Tisthe moſt high and luſcious ***" 
food of the Soul. 

Now the Tree of Knewledg was forbidden ; So 
that the obſervance of the Law was the more emi- 
nent, in keeping the :nrclleFual Appetite in Medi- 


ocrity. 

In ſhort, God required Obedience as 2 Sacrifice. 
EI Obleqaii glo- 
ſure, and a curb to:Curioſi oe which is the Laſt and rizeft in co 
 Concupiſcence of the Mind after things conceal'd , 2, 9:94 


by @ reverent wo © Men prota Sul 
and Body -to as 2a Sacrifice, - which was 
his reaſonable ſervice, Rom. 12-1 


T; The lrmony of the Divine itvibues, 


—_— —_ 
—_ 
| ———— - ww 


CHAP. II, - 


Mans Nateral ſtate was mutable. _ ven ppep te 
hatred and ewoy, attempts to feduce him. Th 
| 0m was ſicnabls Ed od Na- 
ture, The Woman being deceived, perſwades her 
.  Hecband, The quality of the firſt Siv, Muny 

were combin ' in it, "Twas pev volum ary. 
/; -- 9 xomcxontly 7 ame Devil could only 

Will the cauſes of his Fall, The puniſhmarnt was of 
the- fame date with bis Sin, He forftited bis 
Righteouſneſs and Felicity, The hiſs of original 


'; Reghteouſneſs, as it ſignifies the purity and liberty 


the Soul, The torment of Conſcience that was 
conſequent to Sin, A whole Army of Evils enter 
with it into the World, » 


MAX was created perfectly holy, but in a 
natural, therefore mutable ſtate, He was 
inveſted with power to prevent his Falling , yet un- 


der, a gofſibility of it, He was compleat in his own 


order, but receptive of finful impreffions. An in- 
vincible Perſeverance in Holineſs belongs to a ſu- 
pematural ſtate; *tis the priviledg of Grace, and 
exceeds the deſign of the ar 

The rebellious Spirits,, who by a furious ambition 
had raiſed a war in Heaven, and were fallen from 
their obedience and glory, deſigned to corrupt Man, 
and to make him a companion with them in their 
revalt. The moſt ſubtile amongſt them ſets about this 


work, 


. C 
ty 
. 
on , . 
"I " - 


88 
A 


8 


\ 
ite 


> 
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W and Pleaſure, 
and Sexftive Appetites at Once. 
might the better ſuceced, he addreifes to the Woman 
the weakeſt and moſt liable to ſeduction. He hides 
himſclf in the body of a Serpent, which - before Sin 
was 


Tertul. 


| not die, then he. 
ro of, good and evil. 
TS: innocence it ſelf, For 
wor 7 res by thoſe ſpecious Aleives, 
of the Serpent, and having 
waled her E Husband by the 
e the Law of their Creator, 
=) t confuſion into the 

aa . For the mora/ Harmony of the World 
in the juſt ſubordination 'of the ſeveral 
| to one another, and of all to God : 
renders tremor pep oy broke the - 
Co his Fall brought a deſperate diſorder into 

God's Government. 


the matter of the Offence ſeems 
-yet the'Diſobedience was infinitely greats 
irbaing che rangi of chr command, whi 
to be the inſtance and real proof of ng 
Aabjaion to God, . Totam legem violavit in ills legs- 
lisobedientie precepro. The Honour and Majeſty of 
the whole Law was violated in the breach of that 
Precept. "Twas a direQ and formal Rebel- 
j0n,/@ publick and univerſal renouncing of Obe- 
_ gory Sims were combin'd in that ſingle 


I. : This was the firſt ſtep to ruine.. "Tt 
appears - nee order of the Temptation : 'twas firſt 
faid by the Devil, 'Ye ſbal- not die, to weaken their 
Faith ; f ye ſball be like gods, to flatter their ambi- 
tion. Thefear of Death would have contrould the 

of all his Arguments till chat reſtraint was 
broke, he could faſten nothing upon them. This 


Account 


in the Contrivanct 'of | Mant's Redemption. _ 
being decerv 4, was in they ox, As @bedicnce 
is the effect of Faith,” ſo Dit of Infidelity. 
And as Faith comes by heari Word of God; b 
Infidelity by liſtening £6 the words of the Devil. 
From. the deception of the Mind proceeded the depre- 
vation.of the Will, the intemperance. of the 
tite, and the defecFiow of the whole Man. 
the natural,ſo.the ſpiritual Death made its 


en | 
trance by the Eye. And this aroFeo es ens Prigsi in ho- 


tremel ge as it implies an accuſation” of fur oc:k, 
God both envy and falſhood. Plim, 


1. Of Exmvy, Asif he had deni'd them the p. 
fetions becoming the humane Nature ; and 


they were placed, by eating the forbidden fruit. 
And what greater eee coals there be 'of 
the Divine Goodneſs, than to ſuſpe& the Deity of 
ſuch .a low and baſe Paſſion, which'is the ſpecial 
charaiter of the Angels of Darkneſs; * = © 

_ . And twas y injurious to the honour of God's 
Truth, For it is not eaſy to conceive that Adaw-who 
was ſo latcly the effe@& of Gods Omnipotence ſhould 
preſently: diſtruſt it as \mable toinfli the puriiſh- 
ment threatned, but: his affent was weakened -25 to 
the truth of the threatening : He did not believe'the 
danger'to be ſo great or certain upon his Diſobe- 


And he "that 6:lieves not God, maker im a 1 Joh. 5.16. 


Ear. An impiety not tobe thought on” without 
horror. And Cadichs he 


ightens che alfidne, is 


rt Tim-2.14- 


that when be-diſtniſted the Fountain of Trath, be | 


ve credit to the Father' of Lies, as $ by his 
"aligns; the real evidence of his Faith, pn 
—— > . a to the Creatof. 


5 


Pride.” Homes fare our of the 


to 
y, to command 
oven. ps 


== $0 tarp rhe 
2. the Deity, and 
ſlxain of thr arogancy which coruped the An 


jon to pay ſo ſinall an 
| two ray 
Gu>.en allowed Si ly a'Tree 


nnd Dioaty wicrs the Gon 
; of. his Nature; and ito abuſe.them to 
renders him- as more unzeaſonable, ſo 


. 2-96, 


aaa h_ 
and tertible, till-he had «eaſt of 
—_— | _ he ſhould 
venture to diſobey 
mea LN 
y it 
of it. © 'Twas the Paradiſe 

the place of God's ſpecial T4 
and tratnpled on God's 
Whatjuſt cauſe of aſtoniſhment is it, ; hn; = 
ble creature ſhould bid open Defiance to the Author 
of its Life ! That a leſs: bverking tg. pats > a 
aplizace cock will ofthe Temprery beſo for 

£09 T " 
ſabjetion to his Father os ty. bs 
depoſe God and - place the Devil in his Throne, 
was double Treaſon, a 2 his infinite jea- 


#6 
b 
” 
ad. 


tt PE Attribite 52 


Pſal. 49+ 12. Im:-bononr, but without. underſtanding, becams like the: 


that pþ 
ET h.cruclty ta him and-all his Poſte. 


marcer of infinite moment; that is of his awn- Hap- 
: and-a}l. — this ayes -have 4a a- 
erful "motive to have kept him vigilant :- But 
cr a ready: car:to the Tempter, he betxid his 
truſt,” and-at: once breaks both. the Tables of the 
Law,/and becomes guilty of the _ lmpicty poo 

Cruelty. He was a Murderer before. a Parent, h 
diſinberited all his Children before. they were we: 
and madethew Slaves before they..knew the price.oE 


Liberty. 

Andiehac which increaſes the malignity of this 
Sin, and adds-an infinite em gh ſis. to it, is, that 
'twas perfecly voluntary, his Will was the foe 


cauſe" of his Fall..- And. this 5s cvident by . conli- | 


'T That dawi innocent had-a ſufficient power to 


in his holy State, There was no-ſub- 

ſtraQtion- of. any Grace which was requiſite to his 
ſings He left God. before he was forſaken by 
Much leſs was. there any iternal-iunpullion 

Fats God. 'Tis inconſiſtent » with \ the Divine Puri- 
ty to enclinethe Creature tofig; As God cannot be . 
tempted to. evil, neicher terapts he any man, 'Tis 
injurious to.his. Wiſdom-to;think chat God would 
pea erage which he ; had - compos'd. with ſo 
and counſel. And 'tis difhonourable 

_ is Goel ; He loved bis Creature, and Love 
ian to do good ; 'twas impoſſible there- 

fore for God to induce Man to ſin, or to withdraw 
ns GE which was rye zeliſt the Temptar 


tion, , 


in the Gontrivanc? of Mani s Redemption.: + 


tion, when tp conſequent; muſt be his inevitable 


ruine . © 


. 29. 


2. The Devil did! ofly alure,* he could: not ws In meritd ex- 


viſh his conſeat. Though his malice is infinite, yet 


his 


the. Will : he ous made _—_ of q Ger” Ob- i 
je, . to invite -him.”* Now s have ng conr 
ſtraining force, they Wnt + pt and des Gre 
rive all their efficacy from the Faculties © which 
they are agreable. * Aad although, ſince Sin hath 
I the fleſh, there is difficulty in reſiſting 
ects which pleaſantly infinuate themſelves, 

yet _— an univerſal recicude was in Adam, - and fo 
DD a ſubjeRion in the ſenſual Apperire to the 
ſaperiour power of Reaſon, that he might have ob- 
taind- an .cafic conqueſt. A reſolute X, Negative had 
made him vi&orious: - by a ſtro Denial he had 
baffled that proud Spirit. . As the heavenly Adam, 
when he, who is only rich in promiles, .offer'd to jj, 


aminanda ve- 
power is fo reſtrain'd that he can't faſten an nepali 
immediate, much leſs an. irreſiſtable imprefſion,on-=*6 wx re 


hy I 


- 10 


Cn A 


= 


him "the Mcnarchy of the World with all its glory, coun contunacie 


diſdain'd the offer, and caſt off Satati with 


The true ,Rock was unmoy'd,. and broke.all PE: rar Die 


Proud waves that daſht againſt it, 

. It will fully appear that the Diſobedience was 
Voluntary, conlidering what denominates an 
ation tobe ſo. The _ {prings of humane, actions 
itc the Underſtanding and W z -and-as: there* is 
no particular good but way have the appearance of 
ſome difficult unpleaſant qualiry annexed,, upon 
which account. the Will may reje& it ; ſa any par- 
ticular evil-may b2 ſo di wiſed by the falſe luſtre of 


gaodneſs, as to encline the Will t —_—__ This 
is cleatly verified in Adaw's Fall. 
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venia. Tertwly. 


L. 2. ad uxor, 
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it doth not excule : The action it ſelf was of that tmo- - 
ment, and the ſu Law-giver ſo of ie- 
verence, that it d have awikened all 
ener Her puſhes". which was 
God,: and- ruin to himſelf. . 
" Or ſuppoſe he had been tried by Torments - 
| whoſe extremity and continuance had 
* © oppreſthis nature ;, this had only leſſen'd > par" 
| the ation had Gillboon wilihitng ; for no external 
_ can compel — to-chools any ag 
un e notion of «< og negs OW Job 36.21. 
* . to. chooſe Sin rather than! a r eaſe moore 
before obedience, is s Sarma e to God, 
whoſe Glory ought to be i nitels marvietoe 
as than Life and all . its endearments. And al- 
h (harp Pains by diſcompoling the. Body, make 
the Soul unfit for its "higheſt and nobleſt Operations, 
ſo _izoong riorm the as of Vertue'with 


| por nun » yet then it may abſtain from 
: But this was ngt Adew's caſe : The Devil : 
| had no Power over him ( asover Fob, who felt the 
| extremity of his rage, __ CR 
\ 4 .11MPIC [#4/107, 
 Briefh,, Though Man had ſtrength Kifficientto re-. 
pel all the Powers of Darkneſs, yer he was yanquiſhe 
by the aſfault of a fingle T » Theſe are the 
circumſtances which derive a-crimſon to Man's - 
ho age” cy. gm =o On 

T more convin- 
cing declaration of God's diſpleaſure MAINE it, in 
the dreadful effedts that enſued. The puniſhment - 
of Man was of the ſame date with his Sin. - lnme- 
datly after his Treaſon. againſt Heaven, he made 


i 


= 


The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 
a deadly forfeiture of his Original Righteouſneſs arid 
1, Heloſthis Original Righteouſneſs; which we 
-may confider under the notion of the purity and 
beauty of the Soul, or of its dominion and liberty, in 
oppoſition to which, Sin is repreſented in the Scrip- 
ture by loathſom Deformity and Servitude. 

1. His Soul degenerated from its purity z the* 
Faculties remain'd, but the moral perteftions were 
loſt, wherein the brightneſs of God's Image was moſt 
conſpicuous, How is Man disfigur'd by his Fall ? 
How is he transform'd inan inſtant from the Image 
of God, into the Image of the Devil? He is defiled 
with the filthineſs of fleſh and _ .he is aſham'd 
at the ſight of his own nakedneſs that reproach'd him 
for his crime z but the moſt ſhameful was that of the 
Soul : The one might be cover'd with leaves, the 
other nothing could conceal. To ſee a Face of 
exquiſite Beauty devour'd by a. Cancer, how doth it 
move compaſſion ; but were the Natural Eye height- 
ned to that clearneſs and peifpicacity, as to diſco- 
yer the deformity which Sin kath brought upon the 
Soul, how would -it ſtrike with grief, horrour and 
averſation. 

2, He was deprived of his Dominion and Liber- 
ty. The Underſtanding was ſo wounded by the 
violence of the fall, that not onely its light is muck 
umpaired,but its Power is ſo weakned as to the lower 
faculties, that thoſe which according to the order of 
nature thould obey, have caſt off its juſt authority, and 
uſurp the Goverment, The will hath loſt its true 
Freedom, whereby 'twas enlarg'd to the extent and 
amplitude of the Divine Will, in loving wh aſo- 
ever was pleaſing to God, and is contracted to 

mean 


| e 

in —_————— The reſtrainc of R 
their viglent courſe, proyoketheasto Fell 
and; to:-be-wiage impetuous, and the mare they. ace: 
oratified, : Ylis more infolent. and IIS 
grow! -/ T 


The Senſory whoſe alcoiambi che 


of the Soul, ito wake diſcovery 4nd to give m_ 


regort wickout diſturbing che higher Facalties,» they 
foncrimes miſtake diſpuiſed -engmies. far friends, 


andfomerimes by 4. falle a/armmove the lower Ap- 


petites, and fill rhe-zoul @urh gilorder 
on; that the: yoioo of Reaſon gant be hoard,” By 
the: rmnitation of Grief,).the in/innation, of Bleakure, 


and the Senſes. dn hon;-: 


Man tum'd Rebel to God, hayberame a flawe ito # 
Jn(treution, 


the @acatures,: By their proxveive 
were appointed: to be frbſtrwicnt to the, Gloty, 
God, -and the vic-of Man,to be otrwesiof Lovenad 


Obgdirnce to the:Crearor, bur Sir: none >. | 


and changed thenvinro do many inftrumenrs of 


thoy aroimacdei ſubject mnto unity © "Aod Man 5 @ wi on 20. 


far ſank inco the dreps of Servitude, that he 
zect-r9 than. For by ſorſakingGod the, Supreme 
Ghjechot Love, with as much jognſline as folly; and 
alwoſing whe Creature: in his read, | he! becomes; A 
Servant to the meaneſt thing, upen-which he places 
an inordinate affection. 

Bnefly, -Man who'by his Creation was the ſom of 
God, is made a.flave to Sertx thatdawned ping es 
mot -curſed rexture. .Deplorable. 
and-warthy of the deepeſt ſhame and ſorraw.., 

2; Man loſt his. Felicity. - Beſides. the. 

| F bog 


'f 


aokes 


that 


(ke Crnrman ih pts. 33; 
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Judgment, 


The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 


that Sin hath inits own narure, which I have toucht 
and corment 


ty of mind, a divine « 
he Conſcience, and tull ſarisfaction in Mel? 
But after his Sin, he trembled at God's Voice and 
was tormented at his Preſence. I heard thy voice, 
and was afraid, faith y Adam. He lookt on 
Godas , andarm d againſt him, ready to exe- 
oute the ſevere Sentence, Confcicnce an 
early Hell within him: Paradiſe with all its Plea- 
ſures coujd not ſecure him frem that ſting in his 
Breaſt, and that 'd by the hand of God. 
What confuſion of T Thoughts, what a combat of | 
Paffions was he in * when the Tempragion which 
deceived/him vaniſhe, and his ſptrit recovered out of 
the ſurpriſe, and togþ a clear view of his guilt in 
its true horrour, what i ion did it nt 
his Breaſt © How did » Sorrow, Rev 
Deſpair, thoſe ſecret executioners torment 
ſpirit. The izteligent Nature, his Hogan By 
tency above the braces, arm'd miſery againſt him, 
and put a keener edge to it: 2x. By reflecting 
onthe foelith exchange he made of God himſelf for 
the fruit of a tree ; That fo. flender a T 
ſhould cheat him of his. Blefledneſs.. His preſent 
miſery is aggravated ,by the ſad compariſon of it 
with-his promitive Felicity. Nothing remains of 
his Jof for Innocence, but the vexatious regres of ha- 
2. By the foreſtght of the Death he 
The conſcichce of his Crimes rackt his 
Soul with-the certain and fearful expetation of 


Beſides the inward torment of his Mind; he was 
expos d. 


Evils enter'd with it; the Curſe extends ir ſelf to 
the e Creation. For the World being made 
for Man, the place of his reſidence, in his puni 
ment it hath felt the effects of God s diſpleaſure, 
The whole courſe of Nature is ſet on fire, 
Whereas a general Peace and amicable G | 
was eſtabliſhe between Heaven and Earth, whilſt all 
were united in ſubjection to the Creator : Sin that 
broke the fir ff Union between God and Man, hath 
ruin'd the ſecond. As in a Stete when one part of 
the Subjects fall from their Obedience, the. reſt 
which are conſtant in their Duty, break with the 
Rebels and make war upon them till they return to 
their . Allegiance. D., — Danns we _ 

inſt refell] by- ef 6-7" 
out the merciful interpolition of God, 

The Angels with flaming Swords expell'd him 
from Paradiſe. The Beaſts who were all innocent, 
whilſt Man remained innocent, they eſpouſe Gods 
intereſt, and are ready to the quarrel of 
their Creator, The inſenſible Creation which 4t 
fir was altogether bcneficia! to Man, is become hure- 
fol. The Heavens ſomrimes are hardened as Breſs,in 
.2 long & obſtinare ſzrexity : Sometimes are diſſolyed 
ina Deluge of rai» : The earth is barren, and un- 


faithful to the Sower, it brings forth Thorns and Gen, 


Thiftles inſtead of Bread. In ſhort, Man is an ene- 18. 
my to Man. When there were but #wo Brothers to 
divide the World, the oxe ſtain'd kis hand: in the 
Blood of the other. And ſince the Progeny of 


Adaw is iricreaſt into vaſt Societies, all the diſaſters penn he : 
of the world, as Famine, Peſtilence, Deluges, the nit qu. ii! * 


F 2 fury 


ab t, hi 


lacer a- 


tione ſatian- 


Tra. 


Ws the fole malignity of Man againſt thoſe rhar 
partake of rhe hamaze Nature. 


To conclude, Who can make a lift of the evils 


rur, Sexecs de tQ which the Body is able, by the diſagree 


ing Ele- 
ments that compoſe 'it © The fatal Seeds off Cor- 
ruption. are bred in it ſelf,” "'Tis-a prey to all 


Difeafes from the torruring Srope to the dying Cox- 
. ſumption. It feels the' ſire 1es'of Death a thouſand 


tymes before ir can die-once. Ar laſt, Lite is 
firallowed up of Death; And if Death were a de- © 
liverance from miſeries it would leſſen its terror, bur 
*tis the conſumption of all. The ff Death tranf- 
mits to the ſecond, ' As the Body dies by the Souls 
forſaking it, ſo the Soul by ſeparation from God "its 
true Life, dies to its Well-being and Happineſs for 
ever. | 6 


* in the Comtrivance of Man's Redempoids. 
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CHAP, IH. 


All Mankind « twvely'd iu Adams day and | anon 

the penal conſequences that follow apex 

the narural and moral Principle of any 

hereditary Corruption is tr anſneitted I» all 

ed- from him. Th: account the > 
gives of the Comveiance of it. 'Fue an innate. abit. 
þ.-4tomepe | 1 tho pt ag vg nn 
all. Sins, thouwh t xot- together, 

% volunta _— wlpable, The ariſes of ith 
Fall & ſuita LT to the be Wiſe Hihueſs and Good: 
neſs of God. The i of Adam's Sin to hus 


' Poſterity « conſiſtent with God's Foſftice. 


'7(” He Rebellion of che F oy Man agunſ the areas . | 
Creator, was a Sin of awiverſs! efficacy, that 
derives a guilt and-ftain to Mankind in all Ages of 
the World, The account the Scripture gives of it, 
is grounded on the - re/atrox which all. men, have to 
Adam as theix natural and more! Principle. 
I. Theis Natural. - God created one Man in the 
beginning, from whom all othgxs denye their bei 
And that the avity might be' the more poflre, 
torm'd of hima that. aid which was neceſſary for - 
communicating his kind to the world. He made of afts 17. 26- 
exe Blood all Nations of M-n,. ts aw on the face of the 
earth, And as the whole -xace of Mankind was 
virtually in Adam's Loins,  ſo.it was. preſumed 0 
give wirtuel conſent to what he did. -- The 
were cxcated igunediatly and. diſtin&ty, without-de- 


pendance 


i th. AM. i —- 


33 The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 
pendance npon one another as to their Original , 
therefore when a great number revolted fromG God, 
the ref were not complicated in their Sin and Ruine. 
But when the firff Man who was the Father of Man- 
kind ſinn'd, there was a Conſpiracy of all the Sons of 
Adam in that Rebellion, and not one Subject left 
inhis Obedience. 

3- He was the mores! Principle of Mankind. In 

the jf Treaty between God and Man, Adam was 
rd not as a ſingle perſon, but as caput gentis, 

and contracted for all his deſccxdents by ordinary 
generation, His Perſon was the Fountain of theirs, 
and his Will the repreſentative of theirs. Fram 
hence his vaſt Progeny became a in the Cove- 
nant, and hadatitle to the benefits contain'd in it, 
upon his Obedience, and was liable to the Curſe 
upon his violation of it. Upon. this ground the 
Apoſtle inſtitutes a peralle/ between Adam and Chriſt, 
Rom.5-19- That as by one Mans diſobedience many were made 
ſinners ;, ſo by th: obedgence of One, many were made 
righteew. As Chriſt in his Death on the Croſs 
did not ſuffer as a private perſon, but as a ſurety 
and ſponſor repreſenting the - whole Church, accor- 
ding to the teſtimony of Scripture, If one died for all, 
2 COr-5-15* Lhew all were dead © ſo the firſt _ who was the 
PY- e of him that was. to come, in his Diſgþedience 
— - k Fre a publick Perſon, repreſenting the 
whole race of Mankind , and by a juſt Law it was 
not reſtrain'd to himſelf, but is the Sin of the com- 
mon nature. Adembroke the firft link in the chain 
whereby Mankind was united to God, and all the 
other parts which depended upon it, are neceſſarily 

ſeparared from him. From hence the Ser; 

a ſaith, that by Nature we are Children of Pts 4 


in the Contrivance of Mans Redempginn- 
is, liable to puniſhmene, and that hath relation to 


£, - 
Fox of this we have convincing Experience in 
the common Evils waich afflic ind, before 
the commiſſion of any ei##4/ Sin, . The Cries of 
Infants who are only c/oquext to grief, but dumb to 
all things cls, diſcover that Miſeries atcend them,” . 
The Tears which are born with their Eyes, lignifie - 
'they are come into a ſtate of Sorrow... . How many 
Troops of Dead/y Diſeaſes are ready to ſeize on 
them, immediatly after their Entrance into the 
World? So that tis apparent God deals with Man 
as an enemy, and therefore guilty of ſome great, .... «. 
crime from his Birth, The Ignorance of cole ye 
omit, an 


the Heathens accuſe Nature, and blaſpheme 


under that mask, as leſs kind and i to Mag triſtior nover- 
than to the Creatures below him. They are ER . | 
. under ſo hard a Law of coming; into the world. They ” 
are preſently inſtructed to Swim, to-Fly,to Run for 

their preſervation. They are cloathed. by Nature, 

and their Habits grow in proportion with their Bo- 

dies, ſome with Feathers, ſome with Wool, others 

with Scales which are both Habit and Armour: But 

Man who is alone ſenſible of ſhame, is born naked, 

and though of a more delicate temper, is more ex- 

poſed tainjuries by diſtemper'd Seaſons, anducter- 

ly unable to repel, or avoid the evils that en 


him, Now the-account-the Scriptare gives of Ori- 1 


ginal Sin filences all. theſe. -complaints. Man.is a 
Ttranſgreſſor fronvthe Womb, and how can he ex- 
pet a favourable Reception.into the Empire of an 
offended God ? Briefly, Sometimes Death enters 
into. the. rerirements. of Nature, and changes the 
Womb 


a 
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| Wottib irit6 Grave, which Proves that ufſoon 4s 
we. of the humay Nature, we are guiley of 
Rom.6-23» the Sit tht 38 common tit; For rhe wages of Six © 


Deith. Adm inhis innocent ſtare had the Privi- 
ledges of Immorralicy, but by biav Sim-cmtered' ineo 
Rom-5- 12, ht word, and death by ſin, and fo death paſſed apon all 
14,179 m#3; 25 aJuſt. Sentence upen the guilty, tor that all 
4; An HereditaryCctruption is tranſmitted to all* 
that naturally deſcend from him; - If Jaoaw bad. 
continued in his Obedience, the ſpiritual as-well as 
the nxtwfa/ Life had been converighed to his Chil- 
dren, butt for his Redtliion he loſt his promitive 
, reaiende, 2nd contracted an univerſal Corruption g 
which he derives toa)t his Poſterity. And as in 4 

_ Diffeale rhere is the 4eferf of Health, and a diſtem- 
. per of the Swmours that affects the Body 3 ſo in the 
ztion of Nature there- is not the me-r want of 

weſs, but a frog proelivity to fin, This prr- 
vation of witginud Rightcoufnels conſider d as a Sin, 

_ is natmrally from Atdars, the principle of lapſed and 
cotritpr Nature : But as a pmiſhment, "tis mersre- 
yiuly From Him, and falls inderthe ordinarion of 
Divine Jiftice, Man eaſt away, and God righte- 
oully retufes to reſtors tr, 'Tis a follicitous irnper. 
tinency*toenquire »'ce/y about the manner of con- 
'veyir'g this naiverſa! Corruption, For the bare 
Loowieds o: it is ineffectual: to the ewe, And 

. what Þreater folly than to make our own evils the 
object of {imple Sp-culation, - Tfhall contider only 

: that general accormt of it, whichis ſetdown inthe 

_—_— 


"Tis the univerfal and m—__ leLawdf Na- 
"tare, that every thing produce its like, nor only in 
b regard 


Se GEES 
in the Contrivaeee of Man's Redemption. "4c 
regard of the-ſame nature that"is propagated frat 

one individual to another, without-a change. of the 

ſpectes, but in reſpe& of the qualities with-which 

that vature is emincatly affe&ed. - This is viſible in 

the ſeveral kinds of Creatures inthe world, they . all 

preſerve the nature of the principle from whence 

they arederived, and retain the wveiz of their original, 

the quality of their extraiFiow., Thus our Saviour 

tells us that the ſruit partakes of the rottenneſs of the Matq.18. 
tree : and whatever i born of the fleſb, is fleſb. The John 3. 6. 
title of Fleſh doth not ſignifie the material part of 

our humazity, but the Corruption of Sin with which 

. the whole nature is infeted. This is evident 

the deſcription the Apoſtle gives of it ; That the fleſh Rom. 8.7. 
is not ſubjeit to the Law of God, and that which ag- 
gravares the evil is, that it can't be. Sinful Corrup- 

tion is expreſt by this title, partly in regard ir is 
tranſmitted by the way of carnal Sn: Be- 

hold I was ſhapen in iniquity, and in Sin did my mo- Plal. 51.5. 
ther conceive me; And partly in regard”tis exerciſed 
by the carnal members, This Corruption is a 
poiſon ſo ſubtile, that it pierces into all the 
powers of the Soul , ſo contagious, that it infects 
all the Actions ; ſo obſtinate, that only Omnipotent 
Grace can heal ir, More particularly ; 


[ 


I. Tis an innate Habit, not - meerly acquird 
by Imitation, The root of bitterneſs is planted in 
the Human: Nature, and produces its fruits in 
the various ſcaſons of Life. No age is free 
from its working , Every imagination of the 
. thoughts of Mans heart are only evil, and continually 
evil, We ſee this verified in Children, 'when the 
moſt early as of their Reaſon, and the firſt in- 
| G ſtances 


Gen,6, 5. 
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. common father, are ſbarers in this 


| - 3» Corrapt Natuze is py 


nare.in Sin. If we aſoend 
in-his Infanc-ſate, the vi- 
cious which appear in the Gradle, *the 
violent motions of anger which diſtyrbs Sucklings, 
their endeavour. to exerciſe a weak revenge on. 
thoſe chat difpleaſe them," convince us that the 
Corruption is zm«teral, and proceeds from an in- 


fected Original. | 
2, As tis Natural, ſo Univerſal. I/ho can bring 
a clean thing out of an wclean; That is, How can 


a Righteous perſon be born of a Sinnex « The An- 
fwer is -peremptory, Not one. The Fountain 
was poifon'd in 4dem, and all the Streams partake 
of the infe&tion. All that are derived from'him in 
a nataral way, and have a relation to him as their 
evaticn, What 
difference ſoever there is in their Gl/immeates, Colours - 
and externa/ conditions of life, yet the blood from 
whence they fpring taints them all, 5k 
egnant with the ſeeds of 
all Sin, they do not ſhoot forth together : 
And for this ſeveral accounts may be given. 1, Al- 


" though all Sins agree in their cauſe and exd, yet 


ſome are contrary in their exerciſe. 2, The hu- 
mane ſpirit is 'not capable of many Paſſions in their 
height at the fame time; and 'tis the art of our 
ſpiritual Enemies to ſuit their Temptations to the ca- 
pacity of Man. 3. As the ſame Poiſon produces 
different effei#s in different Bodies, according to 
thoſe various Humenwrs which arc predominant in 
them; ſo the ſame Corruption.of Nature works va- 
ciouſly according tothe different terapers-of Men. 


For though the conception of Sin depends imme- 
diatly upon the Soul, yet to the bringing of it 
s . orth, 


o7 0 >, . 
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in the Contrivante of  Miak's Redemption. 
forth, the concurrence of the exrexxat Faculties: is 
. Thus a Folk -who'is reſtrain'd from 
the: groſs a&ts' of: Senſuali - Puthgroendn | 
may be as vicious in his ; as another wh 
follows the Apr. of _ GE_ ha- 
ing 2 vigorous Complexion, Briefly, The yariety 
of cicburnſſances, by which the inward-corraption 
is excited and: drawn forth, makes a difference 
as to the open and viſible az#s of it. Thus an axvbitions 
perſon who uſes Cl-erey to accompliſh his deſign, 
would exerciſe Creelty if 'twere neceffary to his end. 
'Tis true, ſome are really” more _—_— 
and exempted from the tyranny of the flelh than 
others ; (7#cero was more vertuous than Catihine, and 
Socrates than Ariſtophanes : But theſe are priviled 
, in whom the efficacy of Divine Providence 
cither by forining them in the Wornb, or in their 
Education; or by conduting thewin their marwer 
Age, hath correted the watignity of Nature. Al 


men have finw'd and come ſhort of the glory of God's 03th 


ce. And that Sin breaks nor forth fo outragi- 


are 
oufly in ſome”as in-others, the refraimr" is from 


an higher Principle, than common ahd corrupt Na- 
"41 This: Co and mike = 
- 4; This Corruption al watural, yet "tis 
Faaeary ag Coljadl. T7 f 
1. Voluntary: All Habits receive-their charater 
from thoſe a&ts by which they are produced, and'#s 
the Diſobedience of Adam was voluntary, ſo is the 
3s 0mm that ſprung from it. 2. *Tis inherent 
in the Will, If Adays had derived a Leprofic to all 
Meri, it were an involuntary evil: Becauſe the Diſ- 
caſes of the Body are -forreign to the Souf';* Bur 
when the Corruption — the /3ternel Faculties, 
2 tis 
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The Haramiy of the Diane Attiies 
'tis denominated from the ſa wherein 'tis : 
3c" Tis the mn Word of «itzal Sins ; i- 


this. corruption /are volun. . 
tary the pri NT NOT wh a ieon tine 
2» "Tis: C 


able, The fermality- of Sin confi W- 
1n.its tothe Law: acniing oth df 
tion of the Apoſtle, Sim 75 4 tranſgre//ron of the 


Now the Law. requizes an entire reitude int all the 
Faculties, - It. condemns corrupt/ inclinations, the 
as well as the as of Sin, Beſides, Cox- 
cupiſcence was- not inherent in the humane Naturein. 
its-Creation, but was contracted by the Fall.. The. 
Souls ſtript of its »e/ive Righteouſneſs and Holi- 
nels, and is inveſted with contrary qualities. There - 
is as great a difference between'the-corruptiors of the 
Soul in. its degenerate ſtate, and its primurFue -puri-. 
4 I oroorye C Coed and . 

beauty of a-/ivi 4 and tobe. 
lamented with ng of confufion oy | 

—_— the Sin of Adgm ſhould be.ſo fatal to all his 
Poſtetity, is the. moſt difficult part in the whole or-.. 
der . of Divine Providenge, - Nothing more offends. . 

caryetReaſon, w forms many ſpeciows @hyeRti- - 
ons againſt it. 1 briefly conſider them. 

Since God . ſaw that dew would not eſiſt the 
Temptation, and that upon his Fa. the gyhole race + 
of. Mankind,-which be ſpy as the foundation, 
would ſink into -ruine, Why did be nor.confirm him 
it, was it. not vichin his Power, and.more - 
to his W.iſdome, Holineſs, and Goodneſs ? 
I anſwer, . 

F Le Divine Power -could have preſerved Man 
in.his lategrity, either by laying a reſtraint on the - 
fete Angels, that 'they ſhould neyer have .made.. 


an.. 


in the Contrivance of Man's Redemption. of 
an-attempt upory him'y or by” keeping the' Under- 
| ſtanding waking and vigilant, to diſcover the danger 
of the Tempration, and by fortifying*the Will, and 
rendring it imp enetrable to the fi+5y darts of Satan, 
without any prejudice to its freedom, © For that 
doth not conſiſt in an abſolute Indifference; butin - 
a judicious and deliberate choice,” ſo tharwhen-the 
Soul is not led by a blind inſtin, nor” fored bya 
forreign_ power, ' but 'embraces what it knows and Quando Ani 
approves, it then enjoyes the moſt erue Liberty; ma ana 
Thus in the glorified Spirits above, by thefull and vifous. & 
conſtant Light of the Mind; the-Will is indecling-! anc inflam- 
bly fixt upon its ſupreme Gocd,' and this is ray tern 
Crown and Perfe&tion. ,-45- ris boni, ut ad 
2; It was moſt ſuitable' to: the Divine Wiſdoni, pen __ 
to leave Man to ſtand or fall by his own choices” ” + ficere ab illius 
1. To diſcover the-tieceſſary of all/fogione non 
Second Cauſes upon the firf,, No Creature"igab-Z4.4. cor. 
ſolutely impeecable, but the moſt perfe& is lable'"to /*: 
imperfeition. Hethat is eſſentially, is only unchange. . 
ably Good. Infinite Goodneſs alone-excludes all 
poſſibility of receiving Corruption.” "The Fall of: 
els and Mn convince-us, that there is one ſole 
Beeing, immutably Pure-and Holy, on.whomall de- 
pend, and without -whoſe Influzxce they cannot be, . 
or muſt be cternally miſerable. - 
2, Twas vety fit that A4amſhould be frf in a 
ſtate of tril,, b&fore he was confirm'd'in his Happi- - 
neſs, The reaſon of itis clear, he* was left: to his . 
. own judgment. and elettion,' that Obedience rs ar be + 
his K xF7 and in the performance” of it, hE&might: 
acquire a #itle to the reward. A 'determinating ver- - 
tye over him had cr the exd of his- Creation, 
which was £0 olorifie God ina free manner, —_— 
ore © 
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" 7 The Harmony of the Divine Attributes | 
fore in Paradiſe there were amiable objeis to allure 


| the lower Faculties, before they were diſordered by 


Sins. The forbidden Fruit had beauty to invite the 
Eye, and ſweetneſs to delight the Palate. Andit 
upon the competition of the Senſual! with the Intel- 


' leffnal Good: he had re'eted the one and choſe the 


other, he had been rais'd to an unchangeable ſtate ; 
his Innocence had been crown'd with Perſeverance. 
As the Angels who continued in their Duty, when 
the reſt revolted, are finally eſtabliſhe in their In- 
tegrity and Felicity, And the Apo le gives us an 
account of this order, when he tells us, That was - 


1 Cor.15-46 firſt which wat natural, then that which is ſpiritual and 


ſupernatural, Man was created in a tate of per- 
fetion, but *twas natural, therefore mutable, the 
ing of him immediatly had been Grace, which 

belongs to-a more &xcellent Diſpenſation. Now to 
bring Man from not being: to a ſupernatural ſtate, 
without tial of the middle ſtate of Nature, was not 
ſo congruous to the Divine Wiſdome. 

3» The permiſſion of the Fall doth not refle& on 
the Divine Purity z For 

1. Man was made Upright, He had no inward 
Corruption to betray him; There was Antidote 
enough in his Nature to expel the ſtrongeſt Tempta- 
tion, 

2, God was not bound to hinder the coommmiſ/ior of 
Sin: *Tis a true Maxime, that in debitis cauſa dcfiet- 
ens efficit moralite/: But God is not only free from 
ſubjeQion to a Law, as having no Superiour, but 
was under no voluntary Obligation by Promiſe to 
prevent the Fall, | | 

3- Neither doth that firf-AR of Sin _reflett on 
Gods unſpotted ProvKdence which ſufferd it, as if 


Sin 
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in the Contrivance of Man's Redemption. 


Law which God gave to dixe&: Man,. the terrible 
Threatning annext to warm him, declare his irre- 
concileable Hatred againſt Sin. -He its - innu- 
merable Sins every day, ye: He is as jealous of the 
Honour of his Holineſs now, as in the beginni 

'Tis the worſt impicty for the Sinner to think God 


like himſelf, as if he took complacency in fingbecauſe Pal. 50.21» _ 


he is ſilent for a time and ſuffers the commuſſion of it. 
In the next ſtate he will fully vindicate his Glory,and 
convincethe whole World of his eternal averſation 
from fin, by inflicting on ſinners the moſt dreadful 
_ he rir r e od is notdiſparag'd by per 

4. The nels of God is i ox- 
mitting the all : This a CIOS: 

I. That God beſt on Man an excellent being, 
and a happineſs that might ſatisfie his nature, con- 
fider'd as humane, or holy. But he perverted the 
favours of God, to rk ating and this doth noc 
leſſen the neſs that gave them.  *'Tis unreaſa- 
nable to judg of the value of a Benefic, by the in- 
grateful e of the receiver, and not from its own 
nature, *'Tis-a chgſen Miſcry that is come upon 
Man, and not tobe imputcd to any defect of the 
Divine Goodneſs. 

2. God iis infinitely Good notwithſtanding the 
entrance of Sin and Miſery into the Wozld, We 
muſt diſtinguith between »atwr«/ and voluntary agents. 
Natural agents haveno power to __ their ifs, 
but are entirely determin'd, and their Oper atioivs 
are ad extremuns. virinm, to the. utmoſt of: their 
efficacy. If there were infinite degrees of Heat, 
there would be no Cold, it being. overcome by the 
force of its contxary. But God a wiſe and free 

| Agent, 


Sin were in any degree allowed by Him, The Holy 
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"Agent, and as he is Infinite-in Goodneſs, ſo 'the 
zrciſe of it is wo/antary, and only ſo far as he 

pleaſes. | | | 
3. Godis an omnipetent Good, and tis. his pecu- 
liar glory to bring Good: out of Evil, that bythe 
eqpyrnieg «vc luſtre Sx Contraries, - gs __- 
mightbe the more conſpicuous. To ſpeak ſtrictly, 
Sin 4s.the only evil in he _ for all the reſt 
.whi ear ſo to our fancies appetites, are 
hs 4s good, or upon the ſuppoſal of Sin: 
viz,.cither for the reformation of Sinners, or for the 
.rhine of the Obſtinate, Now the Ewi/ of Sin God 
permitted as a fit o:caſion for the more glorious 
diſcovery of his Attributes, in ſending his Son into 
the world to repair his e which was defac'd,and 
. toraiſe Man-from an Earthly to Geleſtial pines. 
1- ſhall conclude with the excellent Anſwer of 
St. Auſtin to the adverſary of the Law and the Pro- 
Contra adver. PhetS * Luibres auters wideter fic hwninem fieri debuiſſe, 
1 eg, & Proph-gyt peecare nollet, now cis-diſpliceat fic effe facturs, wt non 
£4%.1.6 14 peccare peſiet, fi nollet. Nun;uid enimſi melior efct qui 
nou. paſſet peccare, ideo noy benefacius ect qui poſiet yon 
peecare?! An. vero. usque adeo dgffipiendum c5t, ut homo 
_ wideat melins aliquid fieri debuifſe, & hoc Deum vidiſſe 
non putet ? Aut putet vidifſe, & credat facere noluifie * 
a * Aut gry ot A & minime potuifie © Avertat hoc 
' Deus 4 Cordibus piorum. The ſubſtance of which is: ; 
that 'tis an impious folly to imagine that God was 
either defective in wiſdom; not to krow what was the 
beſt-ſtate for man. in his Creation ,, or defeQive. in 
goodneſs, that knowing it, he would not confer irup- 
on him z or de'eQive in power,that willing, he was 

unable to. make him be:ter. | 

\ There is ar ot 1er Objeftion vehemently urg'd;that 
the 
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perſon for himſelf. Ok, 
 Belides, Adam was as much” corictrireto obferve 
the Conditions of the Covenant, for ſecuring his 
own-Iintereſt, as theingz and after a ſhort time of 
trial they ſhould be confirm'd in their Bleſſedneſs. 
By all which 'tis apparent how reaſonable the con- 
ditions of the original Agreement between God and 
Man are. 
2. God hath a power overour Wills ſuperiour to 
that we our ſelves have, If God offers a Covenant 
to the Creariife, the terms being equal,” it becomes 
a hy _ conſent is due as an 4 - Obedience. 
And if a Community may appoint one of their num- 
ber to be their Repreſentative, to tranſact affairs -of 
the greateſt moment, and i to his manage- 
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OMA Bibs. -waamds 
The impoſſibility of Mans Recovery, by his Natural 

The Underſtanding and. Will, the ſuperiovr F acnt- 
ties are depravd. The Mind #s 


1g 07404 4nd. in- 
ſenſible of our Corruption. The 


ill 5s more de- 


incapable of real 
him for Paxdon. 


Adam was expell'd from Paradiſe, the 

pn Sword, 

to ſignifie, That allhopes of Retyra by 

the way of Natare are cut off for ever. - He loſthis 
Right, and could not recover it by Power. - The 
chiefeſt aroaments: of Paradiſe are the and 
Favour of God, of which he is juſtly depriv'd; -and 
there is no licy  for'him to in them. 


What can he expe from his own that -be- 
trayed him- to ruin © It it didnot rt him-when 
he ſtood, how can 'it raiſe him whemhe is fallen 7 If 


there were a power in lapſed Man to-reftore hunſelf, 
H 2 It 
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aa Se Divine = 
it would exceed the original Power he had to will and 
obey it lb parry more difficult for a dead man 
to riſe, than for a Sony man to put forth wital 
—_ ea 
clearer 0 0 oin*, concerni 

N. ubſolute Difabil ing to recover his Primitins: 
State, 1 will 45fin1y conſider it, with reſpe&@to the 
on -ioge God, -upon which ' his Bleſſed- 


He rtf above his Primitivs Holineſs, 


This will-appear by: conideting, that whatſoever is 
corrupted un irs noble parts, can never reſtore it 


Pl the N_ .of an external ggent is requiſire _ 


innumerable inſtances, inthings artificial and ow 
ral.” 1f aClock. bediforderd by a fall, che Workman 
muſt mend ir, before it can be uſeful. 1f Wize that 
is rich and generous declines by the loſs of ſpirits, it 
can never be revived-without a-new. ſupply. . In.the 
hamanc ,\ where theres a more-zoþ/7 form, and 
more powe ul to redreſs any evil -that may happen 
to the parts, if a Gangrene ſeize on any Member, 
nothing can' reſiſt its courſe, ' but- the applicarion/bt 

outward, means ; it cannot be curcd by the i#terna! 


| inciples of its conſtitution. And. proportiona- 
Bly in me 


nts, when the Facultics which are 

the principles 0 aition are corrupted, it is im 
ble, withourthe virtue of a Divine cauſe, they | ald 
ever be reſtor'd ro thei origize/ ReQtitude,. As the 
of God was: at fisſt imprinted .on the Humane 
Nature by : Creation, fo renewed Image 'is 
ht: in him by the ſame creating Power... This 


Ephc-4-24-.g9j1l be more evident by rey Gat inward and 
1 


and Will, the 


yo, 


deep depravariox of the Underſta 


y | 
a ſupernatural "Light. Now what the Bye is to 

that lis-the/Mind for the direving- the Will 
and conJufting the Life. Azdif rhe hight that is in 
«« be darkneſs, how great is that aarkneſs + How cxre- 
gular and dangerous-mult our motions bet | Not 
only the lower part of the Soul. is unler a dreaJful 


difqrder , | but # ' Spirisrof” the mind,the _— part Epheſ. 4.23 


is depraved with Ignotance-and-Exror. - T 

of Reaſon is not pure ; -But'as the Sur when with 
its b-ams it ſ:nis down peſtilential Influences, and 
corruprs the Air in the enlightning it, ſo the carmel 
Mind _—_—_—_ the whole Man; by —_— good 
as evil, evil as good. The Wi of the fleſb 
is. enmity againſt God. And the Apoſtle deſcribes 


the: ſtare of the Gentile World, That their ander- Epheſ.q-11- 


ſtandings were darkened, being alienated from the' life 
of God, through the ignorance that is in them, becauſe 
of the blindneſs of th:ir hearts: The corruption:of 
their Manners proceeded from their-Minds. For. all 
'Vertues are directed by Reaſon.in their Exerciſe, fo 
that if the UnJeritanding. be darken'd, all vertuous 
Operations: ceaſe, 

Beſides,corrupt Man being withous Light and Life 
can neither: diſcern, nor {; 


his Miſery -The carnal Ephi4-19. 


Mind is inſeaſtble of. its laficmity, ignorant of irs ! OS 
] omen 26, and ſuffers under the; incurable extremes * 246 
0 


.of beinz blind; and imagining that 'tis very clear- 
izhted, More particulucly the Reaſons why the 


Cars 
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4/947 Mind hath not 2 due ſenſe of {mful-Corcupci- 
on are, | 
45, Becauſe tis »«turs,,and cleaves to the prixciples 
of _—_ ; from (the Birth and Conception, and 
—y bE 8 

Tis « Coftome, which is a. comd 
C <oktlys "hath a ſtra power to Ho 
ſciewea and render it inſ le. ” Anke 12x ob- 
ſerved the Reman Soldiers, ator tw 
ſtant 'uſe, their Arms were no more a burchen to 
them than their #«rwy4/ Members. 


bog Sogn cnn a OE" Be- 
ſides; thoſe corrapt and numerous es where- 
p 4b : heightenedt 
tions, which as they are by repeated 
and deoorhe mote ſtrong and obſtinate, ſo leſs ſen- 
fible ts him. 'And by this we may underſtand 
6 apy” ms is 4 ATI $1 The 
to our Cure is in the know! of 
£7 nat ed and this di is — 
Underſtanding, when 'tis ſceing and vigilant, nor 
when 'tis blind. "A Diſeaſe in the Body is per- 
ceived by the Mind, but when the Soul-is the af- 
Ffedted "putt, and the 'yecF#tude of Reaſon is loſt, 
there is no- remaining principle to give notice of-it. 
And as that Diſeaſe is moſt dangerous which ſtrikes 
#theLife, and is without Pain : for Pain is not 
CO AROIIInG: 'tis the ſpur of Natare, 
utging us to ſeek : So the corruption of the 
Under- 
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.-Objed and ; the Appetite. 

Manby his! digital and contraQed PIGPtIe, 

is altogether 7ay=al,' he inherits the dat to 

act, m4 wony quis fr hel Gi 
5} and isonly ? 

-The Soul is 'inearnated, a "i it ſhapes a 
Happineſs 'to it ſelf, . in the /enjoyment of thoſe 
> are delicious to the Senſes. The tha- 
is' pugſucd: with! equal ardour,.as 
ve whichis real [and fabfantieh The ſupreme part. 
of Man,the Underſtanding, is employ'd to ſerve the 
lower Faculties, Reaſon is uſed to make, him more 

ions and luxurious in Senſua/ity : So much 
more-bratsſ6-than-the-Brutes is: be become, When be- 
files that ipart which is ſo-by! its, natural .condi-. 
rivns,” the: moſt . noble mm — unnatural 
choiceand corruption. From hence the pole gives 
ORD heme" ; died in their corru = 
hat they are fooliſh and ent, deceived, ſervi 
ports Bob pleaſures, © This purſuit of, WE 
pleaſure; is the ſervice of a-S/wve. which: bath no 
other Law of his Life but the Will of his Maſter, 
The Servitude is divers, but all are Slaves, the 
chains are not the ſame, ſome 'are ER I 
but'not leſs weighty, and everyone is deprived 
Dk. d ſo pleafing,th pted 
But the Bondage 1s ſo p at corrupted Man 
efers it ny lene and K. Freedom. , Senſual 
uſts blind the Underſtanding, and bind the Will fo, 
that he i is unable becauſe anti to reſcue _ 
e 


as a4 A SEE 6 bl 
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its imperious c at pleaſure, way ne ve 
were free, becauſe the Veſſel wherein he rows with 
ſo much toil, roams over the vaſt Ocean. | And 
whereas there are two Confiderations which 
proper to convince Man that the full and ——— 
enjoyment of Worldly, = cannot make him 
happy, be becauſe _ = IN Conſci- 
ence, and 
<= I lo ca — 
w 
how unable Man in his /epſed 
e himſelf from miſerable vanitics, and con- 
ſcquently to recover his loſt Holineſs, 

1. Senſ#al Pleaſures are wounding -to- the Con- 
ſcience, There is a ſecret acknowledgment in 
cvery Mans breaſt of a Superiour Power to whom he 
muſt give an, account, and though Conſcience is 
much umpair'd in.its integrity, yet ſomtimes it re- 
coils upon the Sinner by eſs of his aRions, 
and its teſtimony brings ſuch- terrovir, as makes Sin 
very unpleaſant. The Poet tells us,-that of all the 
Torments of Hell, the moſt cruel and that which ex- 


ceeds-'the relt is, 
Node dieque ſuum oeferet in pettore teſters. 


. And how can the Sinner delight freely in that 
which vexes and frets the moſt v424/ and tender part. 
He cannot enjoy his charming Luſts without guilt, nor 
eidrnce them wichout the reluZancy” of a contra- 
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The\Hurnouy of he Divine Attributes 
dicting' Principle within him.” As the fear- of Poi- 
ſon will-itibitteythe Focereſt Cap,/ſo the Plea- 
ITN of the 
andthe pyeſage of to'come; - Now 
Manini his *Sexfſva/ſtate rtics all waies to diſarm - 
Conlcience; that he may pleaſe the lower ' apprrives | 
without regres. ' 1 will inſtance inthe principal; 
Lag, He-uſes) many pleas-and- pretexts to juſtifie, 
or extenuate the' evil; and jf-poſſible roſarisfic car- 
nality;"and Conſcience too. 'SeIFlove, which is the 
eloquent a4vocarr of Sence, purs a'varnyl upon Sin, 
to-take off from its horrid appearance ; and" endea- 
vors- not  only- to colour the objezbut ro:corrupt 
the Eyc by a diſpuiling #iy ure; i that the ſight of 
things 'may hor be according torruth, but thede- 
- Thus the Heatheys allowed Intemperance, 
Uncleanneſs,' and other infarmons Vices as innocent 
atifications of Nature, Now if the Principles 


in Man are poiſohed; Þ that #v#/ is: efteemed god, 


he then lives" in the quiet practice of Sin without 
refleQion or remorſe. "There is no ſting remains 
to awaken him out of Security. But-if he:cannot 
ſo far * bribe Conſcience as tos make it filent, or:fa- 
vourable to that which delights the Sence, if he 
'cannot eſcape Its internal condemnation, the next 


. -mtthod is by a fixong diverſion toleffen the trouble. 


-. 2, When the carnal Mind ſees | 
but what torments, and finds an wi 


ing within 
e- pai 
in conyerſing. with. it ſelf, it. runs.abroad, and 


uſes allthe artsof ob{:wion to loſe the remtmbrance 


-of its true- ſtate. 'As Gaim, to drown the' voice of 


.Conſcience, fell a building Cities ; and Saul, to 
-diſpel his Melavchely, call'd.for Muſick; The bult- 


nels and 'pleaſures of this: life ate dangerous amuſe- 


ments 


conceal the vile ir be pultready. ow Con 
ſcience, notwithſtanding . all the 


ues'a Sinner, and * times men Blk 

reaſon," and' his reſt yer che chi Ati with 
carnal Pleaſures. Hor being cy qurnted mc with 
thoſe things that affet the Senſcs, & havingino reliſh 
of that Happineſs whioh is ſublime and ronangs 
if he -with them he'is 
' which is to him aſtare-mpre Pendlrebs chan 
wherein there is a mixtuzcerof deli 
From hence it appears char th&»ititerpolition :/ef 
Conſcience, though with a flaming fawvrd” berweeh 
Man car#e!,-and his beloved ently is not = 
to _— hin” fM. _ F 

All 'wo things ad this 

Aﬀections, Theory ate three GETS 
depreciate and leſſen the value of _ ys 

1. The ſhortneſs of ies v aa 

2. It itbrings only a ſlight plea ure. 

= 7 _ ure- © ve" with tirmenty. 

ll axe contraty*tothe'efſenctral properties 

| & ſaprem? Good," which-is perperual, #nd-{ticere 
ton leaſt mixture/'6f evit,. ard produceathe 
delight to the Soul, !)Now allchefe.congur 
'to- vilfie worldly things: 3; Theyare-ſhorti> abtir 1.40. 6.7. 
' duration © Not only the voice of * Heaven but ofithe 1 Pet. 1.24, 
"Earth declares this; That «ll fleſb# graſs; azd the glory 25: 
of tt as the flower of the graſs. Lite the'fonndatian 574%5 rag 


"of all Temporal enjoyments'is' but'a Spain :c: ; Ebe —_— 
I 2 


longeſt 


«Le? I, 


1 


time between his Infant- ſtate and r 


Eccleſ. Is 


the Divine Attributes, L 
ure in'a ht the ſpace of 
preſent hour: 


The Harmony 0 
Livercan 


ſlight being Jiſproporti ionable to the de-" 
fices: & rhe Soul They are confin'd: to the Saas 


but can't nog and hore co mo 


| Efuet infelix enguſto limite mundi, 


That the whole World ſeem'd to him as a narrow 
Priſon, wherein he ' was.-miſerable, and as it were 
ſuffocated, is true of every one. It the World was 
ſeated in the Heart of Man, it can nomore ſatisfie 


' it; than the Picture of a Feaſt can fill the Stomach, 


Beſides, vexationis added to the vanity of worldly 
things. And that cither becauſe the vchement de- 

lights of Sexſe corrupt the temperament of the Body 
in which the vitz/ complexion conliſts, and expoſe 
it to: thoſe ſharp Diſeaſes, that it may be ſaid 
| without 


in the Contrivance of Man's Redemption. | 
without an Hyperbole, That a thouſand Pleaſures are 
not equal to eve Hours pain that attends them: or, 


becauſe of the inward torture of the Mind, ariſing 


from the' ſence of Guilt and Folly, which is the 
anticipation of Hell it ſelf, the beginning 'of erernal 
Sorrows, | 


Now theſe things are not obſcure Articles of 


Faith, nor «bſtratted ines, to be conſider'd only 
by refined Reaſon, but are manifeſt and clear as 
the Light, and verified by continual Experience: 
'Tis © ſtrange to amazement, Man 
ſhould ſearch after Happineſs in theſe chings where 
he knows tis not to be foundy and court real Infe- 
licity under a deceitful appearance, when the Fale- 
cy is tranſparent, Who froma principlc of Reaſon 
would chooſe for his ineſs a real Good, which 
after a little rime he be depriv'd of for ever: 


or OC, as the. of a Pidture, 


or the hearing of Mufick. Yet unreaſonable 
is Man in his 4zpſed ſtate, whoſe Soul is trucly ime- 
mortal, and ca of infinite Bleſſedneſs, yet he 
chooſes thoſe delights which are neither ſacisfying, 


nor | . . And becauſe the Howanre Under- 
_— time to time is convinc'd of the vani- 
ty of all ſub/unary things, therefore to leſſen the 
vexation whic\ ariſes Diſappointment, and 
thac the AYpperize may not be taken off from them, 
corrupted # tries, | y 
1. By varicty of objedts to preſerve uniformity in 
Delight, The moſt 'pl if confin'd to them 
w nauſcous and infipi, the expiring of a 
moments there remains nothing bur ſatiety and 
fickly reſentm:nts : and then are the reme- 
dies, to take off the wearineſs of one gp 
Is anotner, 
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- whereas the preſent 


"The Harmony of the Diuine Attributes 
another,” The Hawane Soul is hate. 3gerpetas] 
inlabllkys of reſtleſs felis it Rpues F.. by WV 
joy ind values what is zew, as if Nov? | 
Coodnchs were the: ſame i  pmnnnet. Mine: 
And as the Birds remain. in the. Ar by. conſtant 
motion, without which chey. would quickly fall to 
the Earth as other heavy bodies,” there 'being- no- 
thing ſolid to ſupport them. ;. fo the Spiric of Man, 
by many \unquiet agitations and continual changes 
ſablis for a time, till a: laſ ic falls inco Diſcontenc 
and Deſpair, the center of. corrupt Nature. 
' .-4-. When preſent things ave unſatisfaRtory, he 
entertains himſelf with Hope : for. that being ter- 
minated-'on 4 future, Object. which .is:of a doubtful 
nature, the Mind. atcends to thoſe Arguments which 
produce a pleaſant belief,. to find that in ſeveral 
objetts , which -it cannot if any ſingle one; and to. 
make up. in  #«1mber; what is. a9jng. in mraſure, 
| is AR bon takes away, all 
liberty of. thinking. , .: Llpon this. ground: Senſual 
Pleaſure is more in expeitation than fruition : For 
Hope by. marvellous cchantment not only,makes 
that whigh.is fapwre.prefent, Hut repreſencing.in ons 
view that which;cannorbe cojoyed but in. the in- 
tervals of time, it unites all. the ſacceſhye parts. in 
one point, 1o:that what is divided and: lefſen'd in 
the tuition, which is alwaies graduel,_ is offerd at 
once and entire. Thus Man carnal. deccived by 
theimperfect light of Fancy, 'and the. falſe glaſs of 
Hope, chooſes a fictstians telicity. Man walks. ina 
vain ſbew; His original Ertour hath produced this 
in its'own'image... And. although the.complacency 
be takes.in ſenſual objects. is like rhezoy of a diſtrac- 
ed Pecfon, the iſſuc of folly and alyfroz, and Exper 
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' in the Contrivance of May's Redemption. 
rience diſcovers the deceirthat is in-them; | as' ſinel- 
ling to an artificial Roſe, undeerives the Eye; yer 
he yill embrace his Error, -Maz isin 2 voluatary 
Dreath, which Fg to him/the World as : bis 
Happineſs, and when 'ke' is' awakened, he dreams 
ag2in, chooling to- be deceiv'd with delight 
than to diſcover the truth without it. This is fer 
farth by the Prophet, Thow arr wearied tn the great- 


neſs if thy way, yet ſaidff this not theyre! xm bope : Ic.57.10, 
ton 


that is, Thon art tired m the chaſe of Sitisfac 
from one thing. to another, yet thou-wouldt not 
give over, bur [till purſueſt thoſe ſhddows which can 
never be ap gen to thee. .: And the true rea- 
ſon of it is, in the /uwaxme Nature there is an 
intenſe and continual defire of Pleaſure, without 
which Life SES hath no proce For .Life 
cqn{ilti in_the ations e _ Either the 
Je. pay ef the Sees, or the izternal of the Mind, 
tis ſwcetned, by thoſe delights which /are ſuitable to 
them. So that if all pleaſant operations ceale, with- 
oat poſſibility of returning, *'Death is mare deſire- 
able, than Life... And inthe corrupt ſtate there is 
ſo ſtrict an a[5azce between the Fleſh and Spirit; that 
there -is but one apprivte between ther, and that is 
of the fleſh. | 
All the Deſigns and Endeavors of the corps! Man 
are by fit means to obtain ſatisfaQtion to his Sexſes: 
45 if the Contentment of the Fleſh aud the Happi 
neſs of the Soul were the ſame thing, oras-if 
Soul were to dic with the Body, and with both, all 
Hopes and Fears, all Joys and Sorrows were at an 
= 46 The Flefb is now grown abſolute, and hath 
acquird a perfet Empire, and taken full poſſeiion 
of all the Faculties, For this reafon the Apofe tells 


us, 


rather 
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The Harmoy of the Divine Attributes 


Rom. $.7,8. us, They that are in the Fleſh cannot leaſe God. And * 


the carnal will is enmi inſt God, tis not ſubject, 
neither can it be. —— in the cords je: on 
Capiſcence, and cannot recover it ſelf from its foo. - 
Lih bondage, But that doth not leſſen the guilt, 
which will appear by conſidering, there is a twofold © 
Impotence, | 
2, There is a nature! Impotence which protets 
from the ſeverity of Juſtice. No Man is bound to 
ſtop the Sw in its courſe, or to remove Mountains : 
For the hamzne Nature was never cndued with Fa- 
cultics to do thoſe things. They are inculpably 
without our power. Now the. L:y enjoins r.othing 
but what Magn had in his Creation an origina/ Power 
to perform, | 4 

2. There is a moral Impotence, which ariſes from 

a pro_m_ diſpofition of the Will, and is join'd with a 
delightto Sin, anda firong averſion from the holy 
Cemmands of God; and the more deep and invete- 
rate this is, ' the moreworthy *'tis of puniſhment. 
Ariſtotle aflerts, That thoſe who contract invin- 
ible Habits by Cuſtome,are inexcufable rhough they 
cannot abſtain from evi/, For ſince Liberty conſiſts in 
diing what one wils, this impoſſibility doth not de- 
ſtcoy Liberty ; the depravation of the Facultics doth 
not hinder their vo/untary operations. The Under- 


Sanding conceives, the Will chooſes, the Appetite de- 


fircs freely. A diſtracted Perſon that kils is not guilty 
of Mzrder, and therefore ſecure from the Sentence of 
the Law. For his {{nderſtanding being diſtemper'd by 
the diforder of the images in his Fancy, it doth not 
judg aright, ſo that the ation is involuntaty, and 
therefore not ca/peble, But there is a vaſt difference 
between the cauſes of DiſtraiFion, and thoſe you 
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is thr "Contrivance of Man's Redemption, 
induce a carve Man to fin, The firfare ſeated in 
the diſtemper of the Brain, over which the Will hath 
| no Power: whereas -there ſhould be a rego/ar ſub- 
jection of the lower appetite to the Will enlight 
and'direced by the Mind. The Wi itſelf is cor- 
rupted and brought into captivity by things pleaſi 
to'the lower Faculties : It cannot dilintangle it ſelf, 
but its impotence lies in-its- obſtinacy. | This is the 
meaning of St, Peter, - ſpeaking concerning unclean 
Perſons, | That their eyes are full of adultery, and they 
cannot ceaſe from Sin, 'Tis from their faultealone 
that they are without power. Therefore the Scy;. 
tare repreſents Man to be d,Iwis and dowjs, weak 
but wicked.: -His diſability to ſupernatural Good, 
ariſes from an inordinate Aﬀection to that which is 
ſenſual. -So- that 'tis ſo far from excuſing,” that ic 
renders inexcuſable, being voluntary and virions. 
And in this the Diſeaſes of the are different 
from thoſe of the Soul. In. the firf the defire of 
healing is ineffectual, through want of knowledg or 
power to apply Sovereign Remedies, Whereas in 
the ſecond, the ſincere delire of their Cure is ſuffici- 
ent, for the Diſeaſes are corrupt deſires. 

The : Natural Man/ is wholly led by Sence, by 
Fanty , and the Paſſions, and he eſteems it his infe- 
licity to be otherwiſe; as the degenerous ave, who 
was diſpleaſed with a Fubile, and refuſed Liberty. 
Servitnde is his Senſuality. - He" is not only in love 
with the unworthy -objez, 'bur with the vitiors at- 
fetion;and abhors the cure of irc. As one in the 
Poet that was ſo delighted in his pleaſant Madneſs, 
that he was offenided at his Recoveryy _ 

: = {js — Cui ſis extorta voluptas 
- © Et demptys per vim mentis gratifſimus error. 
MN. ; ; K - ws. - 


This 
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This is acknowledged by St. Auſtin in his Confefi- [| 
-»s, where he deſcibes the conflict berween Conviction © © 

ones» hae Soul. He tells us inthe firife - 

Reaſon and Luſt, that he had recourſe to 

God, and his Prayer was, Da mihi contin:niiam, ſed 

oli mode, he delixed Chaſtity, but not too ſoon. 

This is the general ſexce h not the general 

diſcourſe of men. As the Sick Perſon that deſired: 

his Phyſician to remove his Fever, butnothis thirſt, 

which made his drink very pleaſing to him: So Man . 

in his ſexſ#al ſtate would fain:be freed:from the 

eftuations of Conſcience, but he- cheriſhes thoſe 

Inter extera *@Addefives, which give a high taſt to objects ſuita- 

Mortalicatis ble to them. From heace it appears, . that h. 
incommed2, in the corrupt Nature there is a9 liberty of indi 

di neceſſitas,  TEncy.to good and evil,. yet there is a liberty. of de- 

&.crrons3- light in cvil; and though.the Will in its ature” 

_ _ * capacity.may chooſe goad, yet 'tis moralydetermin'd . 


its love toews &+ - 


ſufficient to ſin; .that is, that 

free, 452 by "19 ge > , | 

nation of Liberty Neceflity is exc Ex. 
Dy mmnueep frm germ ye | nyo 
non po" City 5 corruption . 4 > overcome | | 
nba « vitious love of the Bady, rejafts the love 25 Pra 
voluntas in « teonſneſs, ſothat in a manner as ſtrange as evil, . 


pnmth' 


the Comeriaince: of Maw's Reittmgiva, 
The Law therefore remains in-its full 
rightcous in the commandi 
Kronos a= From all that hath 


and 


— 'is evident, how impoſlible it is for cor- 
Mas to recover his loft Holineſs : For there are. 


y-two Motives to induce the — 


renewed Mind can only ſee the eſſeutis/ apd intimate 


Beauty of Holineſs. 
Now in faln Man the clearneſs of che diſcernin 
power is loſt. As the watwrel Eyetill 'tis 


trom vicious qualities, 


art, it 


torſeck after it, 

1. Its Beew'y and Lovyclineſs. 

— atone it, Andboth theſe - 
Fa Fen are ineffecual to work y him, 

1. The Beauty of Holineſs, excels all other 
created . Perfections, it -bein yrs conformety to the 
a uf ems mg of doth not alluse 

im; For, HKneſquiſque ' ut 4p ita cat; 
Man underſtands according to his A — 


can't look on things 
7 time, and if hath been 
by the moſt plea Objea the 
aghe: fo the imererndl Eye of the Mind, that i it may 
the lively 4fre of Holineſs, it muſt be cleanſed 


front the filchineſs of carmel Aﬀections, and having 


been © long 


ned, before it can ſuſtain 'the 
Till it be prepar'd, it can fee nothing 


ſpiritzel. 


amiable and delireable in the ay 
2. The Reward of Holineſs 


under thick 4erkneſs it muſt be ſirength- 


eſs of 


God, 
no &tratHive 


power on the carne! Will ; becauſe 'tis Farwre, and 
Spiritual. 

1. 'Tis Fatere, and the:efore the come 'prions of it 
are very dark and imperfe&t: The Soul is funk down 


into 


K 2 


ed 


© Thi Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 
into the Ceaſers and they are thort-ſighted and can't”. - 
look beyond what is preſent, to the next life. And 
as the images of things are weaken'd and confus'd 
proportionably to their diſtance, and make a fainter 
impreſſion upon the Faculty; ſo the repreſentation 
of Heaven and Bleffedneſs, as a Happineſs to come 
hereafter, and therefore remote, doth but coldly 
affe&t the Will, A preſent vanity, in the judgment 
of the carnal Soul,. outweighs'the moſt glorious fatu- 
_ rity. *Till- there be taken from before its eyes the 
= ill ff (in Terewllian's language) thick curtain of the viſible 
Ftaris, aulzi World, it cannot diſcern the difference between 
- vice oppanſa them, nor value the reward for its excellency and 
Nt. 43" duration. | 
2. 'Tis Spiritzal, 'and there muſt; be a divine 
Diſpoſition of the Soul, before it is capable of it, 
Mar. «. 8. The pure in heart can only ſee the "ry God, The 
"ET Felicity above is that which Eye hath not ſeen, nor 
1 Cor. 2-9, Ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart 
mar to conceive. Now the carnal Man is only at- 
fected with groſs and corporea/ things. The certainty, 
immenſity, and immortality of the Heavenly Reward, 
doth not prevail with him to ſeek aſter it. Hehath 
no palate. for Spiritual Pleaſures, 'tis vitiated by 
luſcious Vanities, and can't relliſh rational and re- 
fined Joys. *Till the temper of the Soul be altered, 
the bread of Angels isdiſtaſtful to it, For the Ap- 
petite is according to the diſpoſition of the Srowack, 
and when that is corrupted, it longs for things 
hurtful and rejets wholfome food. If a carnal 
Man were tranſlated to Heaven, where the Love of 
God reigns, and where the brighteſt and ſweeteſt 
diſcoveries of his Glory appear, he would not find 
Paradiſe in Heaven it ſelf, For Delight ariſes nox 


MEET ly 


in the Cintrivance 'of Man's ' 
* meerly from the excellency of the obje;#, but from 
the proportionableneſs to'the Faculty. Though 
God ts an infinite Good in himſelf, yet it he is not 
conceiv'd as the Supreme'Good to Man, he cannot 
make him happy. Tnaty | | 

Suppoſe ſome ſlight Convictions to be. in- che 
Mind, tha: Happineſs conſiſts in the enjoyment of 
God, yet this being offer d upon the terms of quit- 
ting all ſenſual Luſts, the carnal Man eſteems the 
condition impoſſible 'and' therefore is diſcouragd 
from uſing any endeavours to.obtain it. For to ex- 
cite Hope, *tis not ſufficient to propoſe a Reward 
that is real and excellent, but that is attainable, 
For although Hope hath its tendency 'to a difficulc 
Good, as its proper object, and the difficulty- is fo 
far from diſcouraging, that it quickens the Soul, and 
draws forth all the a:Zive Powers, by rendering it 
greater in our eſteem, yet when the: difficulty is 
exceſſive and confincs' upon impoſſibility, it dejets 
the Soul and enclines it ro defpary : Thus whenthe 
condition of obtaining ſome good is neceſſary, but 
inſufferable, it takes off from all endeavours in 
order to it, 


To conſider it in a temporal Caſe; will make it * 


more clear. - As one that: labours under a Dropfie, 
and is vext with an intollerable and inſatiable z "ft 
if a Phyſician ſhould aflure him-of (re upon condi- 
tion he would abſtain from. drinking, he could not: 
conceive any real hope of being healed, Jucging ic 
impoſſible to reſiſt 'the importunity» of. his bt, 
he therefore negles the means, be drinks —_— 
Thus the corrupt Heart of Man, that is under a 
perpetual thirſt of carnal Pleaſures, - and is. more 
inflamed by the ſatisfaQion it receives, judges. it 

an 
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| The Harmonyof the Divine Attributes 
m—_— condition to part 
acquiring of Ha 

and forzoſb 2-6! negle& of the 
means, 'Tis exp.cſt bythe Iſraelites, when 
God commanded. them to return from the evil - of 
their waics in order to their Happineſs, and they 


And this ſenſual 


 faid, There is no hope, but we will walk after our own 


. devices, amd we will every one do the imagination of his 
evil heart. They were Slaves to their dominecring 
2nd _ to make no trial about thar 

» In faln Man there 
he values above the 


As'in the Parable, where Happineſs is ſet for 


tition 
d before Heaven, One- ſaith, I have 


At ogy. ht 
another, Þ heve ople of oxen, and muſt go to 
prove them ;, and a third, I heve married 4 wife and 


cannot come, The objects of their Paſſions are dit- 
ferent bus-they all the ſame effet, they re- 
Happineſs. The ſaws of all is,, That as Man 
felt from his. Obedience, and loſt the Image of 
God, by ſeeking PerfeQion and Satisfaction, that 
oy Tipps in the creatsre; fo he can never re- 
Obedience, and acknowledg God as tis 

— Supreme Lord, till he chooſes hins for his Happineſ”, 
Ce NS 2s is born 
ain, and hath a zew principle of Life that may 
the maphadtes ek.che Souk, and qualifie it 
delights which are ſublime and ſpiritual, 


S econdly, 


withehem for the 4 


in the Contrivance of Man's Redemuythes. - 
S$:condly, Faln Man can never recover the Favour 
of God; And this is evident upon a double ac- 
count. wok 
3. He is not able to make ſatisfation to Gods 
Juſtice, for.the diſhonour broughe to him. | 
' 2; He is incapable of real Repentance, which 
might qualifie him for Pardon. | 
Firſt, He, is unable to ſatisfie Juſtice for his 
offence, either. by exa&t obedience for the future, 
or. by enduring the puniſhment that. is duc + to 
Sin. © , 
' +, Suppoſing that Man could perform exact Obe- 
dience his Fall, yet that could not be fatif- 
faction. "Tis eſſentiz/ to SatisfaRtion, that the as. 
a» by which 'tis made, be in the. power of the perſon 
that ſatisfies. A: Servant as a Servant cannot make 
fatisfaQion for an injury done-to his Lord, cor what - 
ſdeverſervice he was due before-the offence, | 


his own, Now: the: Qbedience of the - 
Creature is due to God. is the Lord of all our . 
ARions, and whatever Man.. doth is but the pay- 
ment of the origina/ Debt. The-Law -requires 2 . 
\ TEVErence of the Law-giver, and p 


C 
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nature of Obedience, as the injury hexeccived isimy 


. 
_- 


finite, which Man hath injur'd, an 


The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 
the nature 'of Contempt, there' can be'no Satiſ- * 
faction. Now there 'is a greater diſhonour brought - 
to God by the commiſſion of oxe Sin, than there is * 
honour'by the perfe&t Obedience of all the Angels: 
For in their- Obedience God is' preferr'd by the 
Creature; before things infinitely beneath him,which 
is but a ſmall honour, but by oxe-Sin he is diſvalued 
in the compariſon, which is /=fizize Contempt, 

2;'/Man cannot” make farisfaction by Suffering, 
For the Puniſhment muſt be equal to the' Offence, 
which derives its guilt from the dignity of. the 
Perſon offended, and the indignity of the offender. 
Now God is the Univerſal King, tis Juſtice is In- * 

his Glory; which 

Man” hath obſcurd, and Man is firite. And what 
proportion is there between finite and infinite * 'How 
can a woathleſs Rebel that is hateful to God expiate 
the offence 'of ſo excellent a Majeſty : IF he ſacri- * 
fice himſe}f;he'can never appeaſe the Divine Diſ- 
pleaſure, for what doth he -offer but a -lump of Re- 
bellion and Ingratitude « He can make no other 
Satisfa&tion but that of the Devils, which continues 
forever, and is not compleated. 

' Serondly, Faln Man 'confidered only in his cor- 
rupt-and miſerable ſtate. is incapable of real Repen- 
tance, which is a neceſſary Condition to qualifie 
him for Pardon. For whereas Repentance includes an 
ingenuous ſorrow for Sin ur and a ſincere forſak- 
ing.of it, he'is utterly. indiſpos'd for both, | 

+-1;/; He cannot'/be mgenuouſly ſorrowfwl for his 
offence. -. "Tis true; when the circumſtgnces are 


' changed; that which was pleaſing will caufe trouble 


of "Spirit; As" when a Malefattor ſuffers for. his 
Crunes, che reflects: upon his Actions with/Sorrow. 
9112 But 
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in the Contrivance of Man's Redempties. 
But: this hath. no awora/ worth init: For 'tis a forc'd 
44, proceeding from. a violent Principle, and is.con- 
ſiſtent with as: great a love to Sin, as he had before, 
and is intirely terminated on himfſelf.But that grief 
which is divine, and is. accompanied with a cignge 
in heart, and life, reſpe&ts the ſtain more than the 
puniſhment of Sin :. and ariſes from Love to God, 
who is diſabeycd and diſhonored by it : Now *tis 
not conceivable, that the guilty Creature can love 
God, whilſt he looks on him as an irreconcileable 
ume. Diſtruſt of the favour of a perſon, which 
is a degree of fear, is attended with coldneſs of 
affection, a ſtrong fear, which till intimates an 
uncertainty in_ the event, inclines to. hatred : Bur 
when: fear is turn'd into £2 cauſeth dire&t 
hatred, An inſtance of this. we have in the Devils, 
who curſe the Fountain of Bleſſedneſs. If the Evil 
be paſt Remedy, the ſence of it is attended with 


"og and tranſports of blaſphemy againſt God him- Rey, 16.21. 
ſelf. 


A deſpairing Sinner begins in this life the 
| gralking of tceth againſt bis Judg, and kindles the 
re thar ſhall torment him for ever. 

'Tis for this reaſon. the Scripture propounds the 
Goodneſs of God, as the moſt 992 >. o perſuaſruc 


to lead men to Repentance, There can be no kindly Rom.2.4- 


relentings without filial Aﬀetion, and that is alwaies 
temper d with the expectation of favour... Without 
hope of Pardon, all other worives are incffeQual to 

melt - the heart. | | 
Now the fir Covenant obliged Man to. Obedi- 
ence or Puniſhment : It required Inzocence, and did 
not accept of Repentance. The final voice of the Law 
is, Do, or Die. Guilty Man cannot look on God 
with comfort under the apron of a Holy Tn 
tnac 


Gen-3+-12, 


nocent ereature, - nor of a compaſllionate Father 
chat ſpares an offending Son, but be apprebends him 
to be an incxorable » who hath Right and 


the Diſobed'ence. He can find 
no Deliverance, nor conceive how 
Mercy can ſave him, without the violation of Jeſtice, 
an Attribute as efſential to the Divine Nature as 
Merey. And what can induce him to make an hum- 
ble confeſfion of his fev/r, when he expeRted no- 

bur an irr e Doom : An inſtance of this 


Powcr to rev 


to rren;fer the guilt on God himſelf, The woman thou 
gaveſt me, ſhe gave me of the trees and 1 did eat. As 


if the had beendelign'd for a ſnare, and not to be 


an aid in his innocent ſtate. | 
2. A fincere Reſo/utiow to forſake Sin, . is built on 
the hopes of Mercy. 'Till the reaſonable Creature 
kriow that- Heaven is open to Repentance, to his 
ſecond and better thoughts, he is irreclaimable. © He 
that never hopes to reccive any good, will continue 
io ; evil. Deſpair of Mercy cauſcth a deſpiſiug 
of the Lew. The J/poſtate Angels who are without 
the- reſerves of Pardon, (are confirm'd in their Re- 
beYion : their G=i/e is mixt with Fury, they perſiſt 
in their war: againſt God,” though | know the 
ifſue will be dead/y to them. And had there 
not been an early reve/ation of Mercy to Adam, he 
had becn incorrigibly wicked as the Devils, For 
deſpair had inflam'd his” hatred againſt God, which 

is of all the Paſfors the moſt incureable. 
Thoſe. vicious Mfettrons that depend on the hu- 
THOMT 5 


monrs of the Body which are mutable, alter with . 
them : But Harred is feated im the fuperiour part of 
the Soul, which is of a Sprrit#a/ nature and Diabe- 
lical in obſtinacy.- © - 4 
In ſhort, When the reaſonable Creature is guil- 
ty and vitious, and'knows that God is Faſt and Hp. 
Bn He will be' ſevere in revenging all Diſo- 
ience, he hath no Care nor Defire to reforms him- 
felf, He mr lay a reſtraint on his 
Appetites, he expeds w OO be 
it loſt” labour to abſtain: And ol 
Y 


is to allay and ſweeten the fear of fatare Evils. 
cn 


_ ae. ended yo 
apprehenſions of wrath to come, he plunges himſelf 


tomake his beſt of Sin for a/time : tothe 


is the Contrivance of Maus Redemption. v5 


Principle of the Epicures, Let us cat and drink while 1 Cor. 15. 


we may, to morrow we ſhall die. 

The Ss» of all is this, that art unrelenting and 
unreformed Sinner is incapable of Pardon ; For un- 
leſs God ſhould renounce his own Nature; and 
deny his Deity, He cannot receive hin to favour. - 
And it is Fs yes _o how the tes Creature 
once /apſed, ſhould ever be encourag'd to Repentance 
bore expeQation of Mercy : And there being 
art inſeparable alliance between the inci and feld- 
city of Man by the terms of the firff Covenant, the 
one failing, he could nor entertain the leaſt degree 
of Hope concerning the other. 

x Auden ; he is i gs _ 
necefiity © ng At ering 107 ever , his 
fery ccmoer aid pf ing 


L 2 CHAP. . 


96 © The Hameny if the Divine Attribives, 


CHAP. V, : 


Of the Divine Wiſdome in the contrivance of Man's 
R ion, Underſtanding agents propound an 
End,end chooſe Means for the obtaining it, The End 
of God is of the higheſt conſequence, his own Glory 
and Man's Recovery, The difficulty of accompliſhing 
it, The Means are proportionable.. The Divine 
Wzſdome glorified in taxing occafion from the Sin and 
Fall of Man to bring Glory to God, aud to raiſe 
Man 70.4 more excellent State. It appears in or- 
daining ſuch a Mediator, as was fit to reconcile God 
. #o Man, and Man to God. Tw diſcovered in the 
| A AY of the Second. Perſon to be our Saviour. 
And making the Remedy to have 4 proportion to the 
cauſe of our Ruine, Tic viſible. in the manner 
wh:reby our Redemption « accompliſht. And in the 
ordaining ſuch contemptible means zo produce ſuch 
glorious . And laying the deſign of the Goſpel, 
| fo «5 to provide for the comfort, and promute the 
holineſs of Man. | 


G O D by his infallible Preſcience (to which all 
things are eternally preſent) viewing the Fall 
of Adam, and that all Mankind lay bleeding in him, 
out of deep compaſſion to his Creature, and that 
the D-vi1 might not be fizaly viorious over him, 
- - in his Councel decreed the Recovery of Man from 
his languiſhing and miſerable ſtate. The deſign and 
the means are moſt worthy of God, and in both his 


Wiſdom appears. | 
This 


 nioreperfe@t the Underſtanding is, the more excellent 

45 the exd it deſigns, and the more fit and con 
are the means it makes uſe of for the acquiring” ir, 
Now when God whoſe Underſtanding ws nfinire, Tand 
in compariſon of whom the moſt prudent and ad- 
viſed are but as dark ſhadows) when he determines 
to-work, eſpecially in a moſt glorious manner, the 
end and the means are equally admirable, 

Firſt, The-exd is of the higheſt Conſequence, Were 
it ſome low inconſiderable thing, it were unworthy 
one thought of God for the effecting it. To'be 
curious in-the contriving how to accompliſh that 
which is of no importance, expoſes to a juſt unpu- <1 
tation of Folly ; But when the moſt excellent Good * 
org on Papaya oe og | 
obtaining of it are jnſupereple to 2 finite underſtan- 
ding, it. then becomes the only. to diſcover ITim-1.17; 
the Divinity of his Wiſdom, in ing 2_way ' 

' where he finds none. And ſuch was the end of God 

in the work of our Redemption. This was declar'd 

ad the ls, _ _ ſent — 

ordinary to bring tidings of peace to the world, They Luk.2. 12, * 
praiſed Gad, P.- 7, Gly to God in the highiſt,and - I4- ” 
Earth Peace, good Will towards men. | 

The ſupreme Exd/is his own Glory, and in order 
to it, the Salvation "of Max hath the nature and 
reſpe& of a medium. ) 

The ſubordinate is the Recovery of the world from 
its lapſed and wtetched ſtate. . 

1. The ſupreme Exd is the Glory of God. This 
fignifies principally his #wternal and efſential Glory : 


and 


-w 


1Tim.1.11- 


and that confiſts -in the Perfetions of his Nature. 
which can never be fully conceived by the Angels. 
but overwhelm by cheix excellent fs all crea- 
ed | ings, But the Glory thar reſults 
from Gods works is property intended in the preſent 

'3, The op whereby he is pleaſed to 
repreſent 


in the e of his Attributes, 
As "the Divis: Nature is the primary and 
Objeit of his Love,. fo he- takes delight in 
Agions wherein the - image and brightneſs of his 
 Now-in al} the works of God there is an evidence 
of his Exvell-ncies. But as ſome Stats ſhine with 
a different glory, ſo there are ſome noble effets, 
wherein the Divine Actsibutes are ſo conſpicuous, 
that in compare with: them; the reſt- of God s works 
are but elfcars expreſſions of his Greatneſs. The 
principal are Creation and ion. The Heavens 
declare the glory of God, ant the Firmament hu handy- 
wwrk,, And when God ſurveyed the whole Crea- 
tion, ard ſaw thut all which he: had made was good, 
He ordai'd a $2bbach, to fignifie the content and 
farifaction- he had in the diſcovery of his eternal 
wy hisGlory is moſt reſp/cndent in the 
ol fon, wherein more of the Divine 
Aftribmres re exercis'd than in the Creation, and in 
amore glorious manner, "Tis here that Wiſdors, 
Goodneſs, Faſtice, Holineſs and Pow:ry are united in 
their hi _ ——_—_ _ this ac- 
Tount the Apoſtie ulecth' expreſſion, 108 
Goſpel of 55g Bleſſed God * It being the Fawn pou 
lation of Wis excelent frivibazes, the unſported 
4 mirrour 


_ 
- 


” 


mirrour wherein the great 'and wonderful feds of mo! wee - 

the Dedtyanc tt Cooke. | Sant $E Af oBhee, . 
3. ThePraiſe and T wing that ariſeth from Act: 2. 11+ 

the diſcovery of his by reaſonable 

Creatures, who 'confider and - them, 


When there is a ſolemn w:n-ration of his cxcellien- 

cies, and the moſt ardent ef eZians to Him for the 
communication of his +» Thus in Gods ac- 

count, Whoſo gfors pou, , glorifies bim. Ari eminent Plal. 50+ 23- 
example of this is ſet in Fob38.7. when at the 

birth of the World, The Morning Stars ſang, tage 

ther, and all the Sons of God ſhouted for joy. "And at 

its 'new Birth, they deſcend and make his: projje Pla. 56.2. 
glorious ina triumphant Song. It willbe the eterna/ 

exerciſe of the Saints in Heaven, where they more 

fully underſtand the Myfery of our Redemption, and 

conſider every / circumſtance that a4akre- 

to it, to aſcribe Homur, Glory and Power 

to him that fits on the Throne, and unto the Lamb far Rev. 5-13. 
ever and ever. | | 


Secondly , The ſabordinete End is the ing of 
Man : And this is pps gg een: other, 
'Tisexpreſt by Peace ow earth, il towerds 
2. Sin had broke that ſacrcd Alliance which was 
between God and Mafi: and expoſed him to his 

juſt diſpleaſure; A miſery inconceivable. And what 
is more becoming God, who'is the Father of Meycies, 
than to glorifie his dear Attribute, and that which 
in a peculiar manner cheraeriſes his Nature, by 
the Salvation of the wwiſereble * What is more ho- Gd is love, 

nourable to Him, than by his Almighty Mercy to * Job-4-9- 

raiſe fo many Monuments from the duſt, wherein - 
his Goodneſs may live and reign forever * Now - 


for 


- vw | of the 4 PREY 


$> 
| forthe accompliſhing of theſe excellenFExds, the 


Divine Wiſdom - pitcht upon thoſe -means which 
were moſt firand congruous, which. I'ſhall d:fincly 
conſider : - _ 

The Miſery of fa/z Man conſiſted in the Cor- 
ruption of his nature by Sin, and the Puniſhment 


that enſues: And his Happineſs is in the reſtoring 


himto his primitive Holineſs, and in Reconciliation 
to God, 'and the full fruition of him. The way to 


[effet this was beyond the compaſs of any created 


That God, who is rich in Goodneſs, ſhould-be 
favourable ro the Angels, who ſerve him in perfe&t 
Purity, we may calily conceive ; for ehboatlohey 
do not merit his favour, yet they never provokt his 


er. And *'tis impoſſible but that he ſhould love 
- the of his Holineſs wherever-it ſhines. - 
- Or 


ppoſe an innocent creature in Miſery, the 
Divine Mercy would ſpeedily excite his power to 
reſcue it : ForGod is Love to all his Creatures as 


. ſuch, rill ſome extrinſecal cauſe intervenes, which 


God hates more than he loves the Creature ; and 
that is Sin, which alone ſtops the:etfulion of his 
Goodneſs, and opens a wide paſſage. for wrath to 
fall upon qo? on But how -to ſave the Crea- 


ture that is undone by its own choice; and is as fin- 


ful as miſerable, will poſe the wiſdom of the 


world. Heaven it ſelf ſeem'd to be divided. . Mey. 
cy enclin'd to-ſave, but Fuſtice interpos'd for ſatiſ- 
ation. * Mercy regarded Man with reſpe& to his 
miſery, and the pleas of it are, Shall the Almighty 
build toruine © Shall the moſt excellent creature 
in the lower world periſh, the fault nat being fole/ 
his: Shall the enemy triumph for ever, and raiſe 


his 


es Siphives 
the beckons Creature: loſe: 
God;+and' God: -che'. fakjaufion |; Ty 
Creature, 4nd all- Mankind-beiniade 
ftice conſidet's 'Man /- as guilty of 14 
Crime, and "tis its nature to render to 
what is duc y now the. wages. ont 


foall not;thz- 7 of al 

the other Arzrs Cfeemrd 0 be atendents 

mn - - The dio of God enforced its 
moſt indecent that- Sin which provokes 

ik ſhould. procure the. argu o 

Law, this would encourage the commiſſion 


without fear.” The of God was concern 

for it was not becoming. b 
creat with defiled : 
myo Rte medaty ale 


infos tonne NOS [Iv art 


the cheering, For he —_ —_— SE TIS 
Inigaby As Goodnſs is the eſſential obje& of; his 
Wall; which he loves. un ably wherever tis, 
ſd is' $ia theeternal abject. of ay; -aad,where 
'tis found-in che love of -it: renders the 
to him, | He will. not tek: the wicked by he -*The Job 8. 20. 
Lawof contrazicty forbids Purity and Pollution to ©. Repurey 
... And the veracity of God requird the 7” /# x" 
aniſhmeat;. : For the - Law being. 2 py, RED ** 
God's Wil. according to which. He $ ter igar” 
would diſpenſe Rewards and Puniſhments, cither'it m_ 
muſt be executed upon the Offendcr, or if extra» 
ordinarily difpens d with, it muſt be ypon ſach terms, 
as the- honour of Gods Truth may be ar S-] This 
ſeemiag conflict was __—_ the Attributes. R 

The 


Habak. Iz 


the one, and 
OVET..OMe 


| axpodieng £0;ſave 
'other Perfetions : 


here; the more ſevere and mgorous Juſtice is, the 
ve almirable is the Mercy that ſaves, In the 
| Jaltico/andhis Yelightrin Mercy. . The t0,prin- 
latives:of our Redeemer are, the one of a 
29 from"God ro: man, the other of an ob/ation for 

en'tdGod. By:the one Goll ſatisfies his infieire 
Love 6 Man, and by che other farisfies his infince 


b. 1 


Juſtice for Man: Neither is God. to 
vondeſeend in 1 the retuming Sinter, when . 
1 a Mediator of infonits dignity intercedes for favour, 


The Devine Majeſty is mot -leſſen'd when God i it 


bindſelf. Newt 
| | his Giewvency to Sin- 
hers, for” the Redeewer- is the principle and pattern 
of "Holineſs toll that are ſaved. The ſame Grace 
thatenclin'd Godto ſend his Son todie forus, gives 
his Spirit co<livein us, 'to reacw us in the inward 
Man, that'by £#5formity to God we may be prepared 
for communion with him. Here is a ſect concur- 
| rence 


2 Cor. 5+ 
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ing into the 
oo | 


uſes Eun,” 


pre "of his'F 
DE EL 


SY 
S of the Divine ne, 
oecafion'from'the $3# ant Fall of Mair 
Gloty td God,” atid 4rafe Hints 7 
ſtare; Sin ir irs on nartire Kath) . 
good, 'tis not art apt wediumr to prombte e Glory 
God: ſo far is it from a direQ& contributin Ws 
that on the contrary TOE — 

Him, 


hea Divine Aeviilarer. 
SS '# Mach. groynd.in in a Pidure which in 


© OR, plac'd by Art, ſets ns 
I their beauty : 
- abſolutely, _— co 
Go wwe bythe. diſpoſition of his Provi- 
£ ro jlluſtrate ie Nagpe and.to-mmake 
mae Bork in .the, eſteem of reaſonable Crea- 
; Withour the Sin of | Man there had becnno 
the ns Moby or of . his Goodneſs. 
py roles eo nat habere Re- 
| anne. -bue by, ahe 
be repair'® in 
her < Salravon of the 


PR Revengtionef 


1.of aaidhln abs an o_ap_y 
than if the Law bad been obeyed, or 


cr'sd, and not 1 molt obliging 

| hich: are to ſave the guilty and the miſerable :; for 
, Few. le, of Mercy. * If the Sndince 
hy been Juſtice had t been honour'd with 
vlemn Ioinehs Jabber bat Mercy the ſweet, tender, 
and ind Attribute, had never. appear'd.,,, But 
now the Wiſdem of God is eminent inthe accord of 
both, theſe” A:tribares." God .ig equally. glorious, as 
equally Godin preſerving -the ay of his. Law 

by a af of Juſtice upon our Serety, as in the exer- 
wo kin, Mercy by remitting the punivhment co the 


01 An 'tis.no leſs, honourable to. God's Wiſdom to 


reſtore 


1 


- 
5 


in tht Contrivance of Man's Red:mption. 
Teſtore' Man with infinite advamtage. *Tis-a my 

in Nature, Tha: the corruption of one Ce 2 
generation of another, 'tis more my#erious. in Grace, 
that the Fallof Man ſhould occaſion his more noble 
_—_ | _ i the fs -y i” his 4 
preme | city tran cends . holineſ $0 
jor a wgrs rep mutable: But Holineſs. in the 
R-deemcd, though in a leſs degree, ſhall be victorious 
over all Temptations : for they.are join d to the hea- 
venly Adam ina ſtrift and inviolable union. .: And 
thoſe-Graces arc acted by them, for the exerciſe of 
which there was no obje:ts and occafions in ixxe- 


cence. + As Compaſſion to the __ oghroneſ 1 Pet./2.20- 
which . as 


of injuries, [For itude and Patience, . all 


they are a-moſt lively: reſemblance of the Divine Per-  P*t- 4-14- 


fe&ions, ſo an excellent ornament to the Soul, and 
infinitely endear it to God. - And the Happineſs of 
our- renewed ſtate exceeds our primitive char fo 
Whether we conſider the nature of it, 'tis, wholly 
ſpiritaal, oc the place of ic,, Heaven the San 
of Life and: Immortalicy; or-the conſtitution of the 
Body which ſhall be cloathed with cel/e#32/ qualities : 
But this will be particulacly diſcuſſed in its proper 


place- 


- Theſe are the effects of infinite Wiſdome, to the _ 
—; 


oduction of which Sin affords no 
ath meerly an accidental reſpe&,' As the Apoitle 


interpxets the words of Devid, Againſt thee on | 
have I finned, that thou mightef. a fo 20 
ſayings, and overcome when thou judgetf; Whi 

doth not reſpe& the- intention of David, but the 


event only. The greater his injuſtice was in the 
commiſſion, the more clear would God's Juſtice be in 
the condemnation of his Sin, 

2. The 


—* - je mn 
" —_ Ly h 
- 
85 . 
— 


Ley 


| Tim.3.16, foundation of all the 


100m Get Divine Attributes 
E Wiſdsm of God. pn ne 
Noor gn who was qua 
to Man, $94 orator, = 
roars 1 tp ger fp we ee 
19, 


the fleſh. The midale muſt y' touch: the” ex» 
fremes. A Medierer "muſt be-capabl mom deret men 1 
ments and affetions of both the 

tle. Seer aorta bs | 

+ Injuries of the one and the other, and' have'2 
common intereft inboth. The Son of God 
the Humane Nature, perfectly x carne amy 
ties, 'he hath ze4/ for God, ompaſſion for Man 4 
He hath taken es of Soares Kr Earth;ithe 
from n Heaven, and the moſt excellers on 

arth, to make the hofility ceaſe berween them; 
He is Immanuel by nature and office. And if no 
leſs than an: infpized Wiſdom could deviſe: how to - 
. frame'"the earrhly Tabernacle, wherein God dwele 
it' z thadowy and” tpice/ manner, »what Wiſdom 
was requiffre to frame the Humane Nature of Chriſt, 
wherein the was really to dwell. 

Now to difeover more clearly the Divine Wi: | 

dome -in uni the two Natures in Chriſt, ro-qua; 
lifie him for his Offee,- *tis requiſite to conſider that 


dation 
Hm dyes 
in 


chasGas is 


"> theoffieeef Medi ator hath three charges ' anxext to 


it; the Priefly, which reſpefts God, the Prophers- , 


. cal and Kingh, \which regards Men. Theſe have a 


Aſpet tothe 4s fulw May + And 

they are Guilt. ances Vin and Drath. © Man 

was capital guiley of” the: breach of Gads Law, 'and 
the renny of his Luſts, and in the iſſue liable - 

to Death. 

The Redeemer is made to him TFiſdom, Righs 


teouſn ef, 


makes -Sap happy. 

Nacure are requi for the perl performance of al heſ: 
For nothing'is effetual to an end, 'butwhat 
portionable cf commenſurate thereurito, —_— 
proportion exceſſes as as « fects are oppolite 
This will' appear by raking a view 0 ſe- 
. veral Offices of our Mediator, © 


1. The Priefy Office hath two parts. 


I. To make expiation for Sin. 
2. Lugevcoſion for Sinners. 


Now foe the making xpcatine onof Sin, there was 
4 neceſſary concurrence  uberendleatmtoda our 
Rueda,” He muſt be Mix, for the vas 
not- capable of thoſe Submitſons and 
which _ ry to expiate Sin; Imus > 6" 
Mas, that the inning nature er, 
wandenpraoraa bro oics ons 1 is made. 
The avrritorious imputation of 'Chriſts | 10 
| Mas is grounded on the «won between them, which 
-- Ha perry open ing of Fleſh and 

, as woral in the conſent of their Wills, As 
te Aoſs obſerves, That be who 
they that are ſunittifi:d are all one ; 'S0 thac ſulfers, 
and they for whom he ſuffers mult have communios 
in the ſame nature. For this reaſon, God having 


tcſolved neyer:to diſpenſe Mercy tothe fallen _ 
gels, 


and Heb. 2.11» 


Fe b4 td. . 4 Ee Wn dt bo 


The Harmony of the Divine Attribptes  * ' 
the Redeemer did [not aſſume the, Angelical. 
nature, but #he ſeedof Abraham,” ' 4 © 

And: as the Hwmene Nature, was, neceſſary 19 
qualifie him for Sufferings, and to make them ſuita- 
| ble, ſfothe Divine was to make them ſufficient, The 
tower nature  canſider'd- in it ſelf, could make; no 
ſarisfaRtion : The Dignity of the Divine Perſon 
makes @ temporal puniſhment to be of an infinite 
value in God's account. The humane Nature was 
Solus Dew the Sacrifice, the divine the Prieſt to. render it ac- 
ſenire-ſols contable. He had ſunk under the weight of wrath; 
Homo JuP*- i the D:ity had not bcen perſonally preſent ro ſup- 
= potwit, port him. Briefly, To _ the firſ# part of his 
quam pro Office, he mult ſuffer, yet be impaſiblez Die, yet 
nobis obire be immortal; and undergo the wrath of God, todeli- 

d:buit» yer Man from it. + | 

2. To make Izterce{/on for us, it was requiſite 
that He ſhould partake of both Nateres, that he 


might have credit with God, and compaſſion to. Mt 
TS ho hath a prevailing intereſt in the F Jorg 
Joh-11.42. be*teltifies, 1 know thou heardſtme almaies. A Pri: 
- viledge/which, neither Abraham, Moſes, nor an 
other-who were the molt favoured. Saints: enjoyed. 
And, as Max, he was fit for Paſſion and _ on, 


The Human: nature is the proper ſubject of tec ling 
pity,” efpecially when it hath felt miſery. God 1s 
capableof Love, not in ſtritncſs of Compaſſicn. 
For Sympathy preceeds from an experimental ſence 
of. what one hath ſuffer'd,* and the ſight of the-like 
aFiitjonin others revives the effeitions which we.e 
felt in that ſtate, and enclines to pity,  _- 
The-Apoftie offers this to Believers as the ground 
of _ that He _ took our wature and felr 
our griefs int:rcedes for us. For we have nat an 
Heb. 4-15: 8 : Hig h. 
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The Harmwny of the Divine | Atwidatess 
2. Twas TN ag be wn by 
familiazly converſant with us, anJ con 
Counſcls of God in lap a way 2s Mon g xeceiye, 
AU ſeving Truth comes from God, by 
juſt conſequence, _ 
ter we we like to be inſtru inſtructed. Now there are tws 


which reader ſinful as incapable of ome 
ate copverle with, God. 
1, The Infinity of his Nature. p 


2. The Guilt that cleaues to him, 


Forks The Infixmity of Man's Nature cannot en- 
Glory of God's appearance. When the Law 
_ we green on Mount Szna:, the Iſraelites were 

at the Sights and Prodigies w ich 


Divine Preſence, and 8k dc 


Deut. 5-25- hoe compared te if bank bp tgn 00 Wars Jn.3es 

Job 1311+ Joh entrees of they ſenld dic. tk : 
cen. our mean ſs. and yk - f 

Dan-10-17s Engle, + Hog Dew 3 though a Favaurite of Heaven, k 


þ ron ER Pets 


Rev.1.17- 


wy, the: ey Are More exper, ear tned 
to. _ Fo The he Eirrnct oy - je 
rope f Light, which [tis les 
leit renders him BE INE BP but 
Heb. 10. 20, 4? Word is eclip 4 ang allaycd x " 
an 


do made ac t0.US. out of a, te 
reſpent ro our ſrailty and fears, promiſed to 94 * 


- 


is the Conrivanet of Man') Redemption. 
o—_—_ o%r nature; that we 
ably and quittly receive his 


- 2, Gwlt makes tis 
appoac of God awakens the Confcietce, which 
is his fy in our boſoms, afid cauſes a dreadfal 
pavition of Sin in its view, When ove beam of 
Chriſts Divinity broke forth in the miracalos 
draught of fiſhes , Peref cries oazr, D art from me, 
for 1 am 4 finful man, O Lord, Ho arm'd with 
terrors ſtrikes a Sinner into conſternation. Now 
when the Mind is ſhaken with a ſtorm of fear, it 
__ pms; erp to the counſels of Wiſdom. 
But 0 appearing in out Nature, to 
expiate Sin and appeaſe Divine Juſtice, we are en- 
to drawneat to him, attd fit at his feet, 
to. hear the words of eternal Life, Thus God coth- 
plied with our necefficy, that with a freet diſpenſi- 
tion we might receive the counſels of our Saviour. 
3- He is qualified for his K:#y4y Office, by the 
{Union of the two Natures in him, 
to conquer Sztan, and convert the Werld: © As 
eminent an gy bord gre ffary to redeem, 
as tOereate, For ome was 
to be fatisfied- by humble F = et [her hon 


Inftru&ions. 
featful of his Preſerice, 
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might comn- Dcu. 18.15. 
The 


Luke 5.8. 


mult be God . 


.. no to » 
alienate himſcit ) was to be ſubdued : haring no jut 12.22. 


title, he was to be caſt ont by power. tio 
than the Divine Power could accompliſh our vio- 
rious -xeſcue from him. In his: love _ us, 
und his holy Arms got him the vitory. He is the Author 
of eternal Sefvation, which no inferiour agent could 
ever liſh. | 
Death, and him that had the 
bring us fafely to Felicity. 
N 2 


Bcſides, 


tf Luk. 11.38. 


Iſa. 63:9. 


'Tis God alone can overcome Heb.7.23. 
proer of Deach, atid © 2+ 14+ 
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Beſides, our King muſt be Maz, that by the. ex- - 
_—_— of his Example, He wight lead vs in the 
way-of Life. The moſt rations Method toreforin 
the World is, not only to ene# Laws to be the Rule 
of. vertuous Aitions, but for Lawgiycrs to-make 


Vertue' honourable and imitable by their own pra- -- 


ice, And to encourage us in the holy War againſt 
our enemies viſible and inviſible, 'twas co us- 
that the Prince of our Salvation ſhould take the He 
mane; Nature, and ſubmit to the inconveniences . of 
our warfaring ſtate. As Kings when they deſign a 
glorious Conqueſt, go forth in Perſon, and willingly 
endure the hardſhips of a. military condition,” to 
animate their Armies, The Apoſtle tells us, that 
it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom 
ave all things, in bringing many ſons to Glory, to"make 
the Captain of their Salvation perfect through Suffer- 
ings. God the great Deſigner of all chings, fore- 
ſeeing the Sufferings to which the Godly would-be 
expoled-in the world, ordained it as moſt conveni- 
ent, that the Author of their Deliverance ſhould by 


Sufferings obtain the Reward, that by his example 
he mi and deliver thoſe that ſuffer to 
the end, Again, | the Son 'of God enter'd into our 


Family,. and is not- aſhaw:d to call, us brethren, to 
make his Scepter amiable tq us, He exerciſeth his 


Dominion with a »atra! and ſzxſible touch of pity, 


he pardons our failings and puts a value on our fancere 
| h. 22:45 ices, as an honour done to him, 
Briefly, Tn him there is a” combination of Power and 
Love, The Power of the Deity with the tenderneſs 
and Nuanry 5 the Human: Nee, He « the 
| (Goda 4 rince of' peace. eu a Kins j 
js, pho # againſt our THe but mild EIT 
| to 
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in the” Comtripanee of Man's Redemticn - 
*. 


to his People,” Heis willing to remove froih us/all 
the evils we cannot cndure,. our Sins and Sorrows; 
and able to convey to'us all *the ry cbr 
capable to! enjoy. 1n'all his Glory He bers 
that he is our Saviour. Ar the Day of Fudgment, Tit-2-13- 


He ſhall come! with a train of mighty 
tir as tender of Man, as when OO 
on'the Croſs, And from hence we may diſcoverthe 
excellency of God's contrivance in uniting the Di-. 
vine "yo ng ret our Redeemer, Or 
- might have abglh hw to qualifie Kini-for 4 
that grearand bleſſed Work; | | 
© Thirdly, The Divine Wiſdome appears in the 
defignation of the Perſon. For ' reſolving to . 
fave Man in a way'that is honourable to his Juſtice, | ; 
it was expedient a Perſon in the Bleſſed- Triniry ; 
ſhould' be put into a ſtate of ſubjeion, to endure 
the puniſhment due to Sin; But it was not Gonve- 
nient the Father ſhould': For , Ip 

1. He muſt then have been ſent into-the World, 
which is inco to the Relations that are be- 
tween choſe glorious Perſons. For as they ſubſiſin 
a certain ' Order, ſotheir Operations are according to 
the manner of their ſubſiſtence. The Father is fro 
Himſelf, and the ff motions in _- all things are 
aſcribed\ to Him ;, the Sox is fromthe Farhey, and 
all his a&5ens take their riſe from him, The Sor can 
do nothing of himſelf, but what he ſeeth the Father dy, 199:5-19+ 
The effecting our demption is refer'd to the Fathers 
Will as the ſaprexwe cauſe t our Saviour, upon his 
entrance into the world to undertake that work, d:- 
clares, I com? to do thy will O God, Upon this ac- 
count the © {poſtle ad $ his thanks-to the Father > 10-7. 
a$ the firſt Agent-in our Salvation: which is pare "> 
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lefſen the glory of the Son and Spirit, bur to lignific 

tat in th acomplimen of i, eli working fol: 
5s their being. 

2; Tt was not fit that the Father ſhould be incar- 
##*e, for He muſt then have ſuſtained the part of a 
Crimiza!, and appear'd in that quality before the 
_— Judg : Bur this was not ant to the 

among the Perſons. For although they are 

of equal Majeſty, bevy one God, yet the Father is 

the firſ# Perſon, to him it belongs moſt 

_—_— to be the Gu4rdian of the Laws and 

Rig es of Heaven, to exadt SatisfaQion for offences, 

and to receive Interceffions for the Pardon of the 

| Penitent. | 

| 3. Neither was it fit that the Third Perſon ſhould + 

| " wtidertake that work, For beſides the Sacrifice for 

Propitiation, it was neceſſary the Divine Power 

ſhould be exerted to enlighten the Minds, and en- 

cline the Wills of men to receive the Redeemer, that 

the Benefits of his Death might be applied to 

Vid. Amyr. them. Now the Redeemer is conſider'd as the Ob- 

de Trin. op, ' and the Holy Spirit as the Diſpoſer of the 

faculty to receive it. And in the #atwe/ order of 

cies; the objec# muſt exiſt before the operztion of the 

faculty upon it. There muſt be Light before the 

Eye can fee it. So in the diſpoſition of the cauſes 

. of our Salvation, the Redeemer- muſt be ordam'd, 

and Salvation purchas'd before the Divine Power 

is put forth to enable the Soul to receive it, and 

accordingly 'tis the" Office of the Spirit, who is 

Luke 1. 35. the Power of” God, and by whom the Father and the 

Son execute” all things, 'to render effeiFua/ the Re- 
i The Miflow of the Perk acconing 

Briefly, The Mr e Perſons is ing to 


cir 


it SPEER AMS Hs 


quire Salvation for us ; the Son 

- apply it. Thus there is no diſturbing \ of thei! Sacr 

s.' x4 more arly in appointing kao 
aſſume the” Humane Nature, and: to reſtore lapſed 
Man,the Wiſdom of God is evident, For by that, 


The Properties of the Sacred Perſons are pre- 


| their principle, The® —_— CR to 1-4 


- a5 


Oha16.7. 


ſerved intire : the ſame Ti#e is appropriated to both 


Natures in our Redeemer. His ſtate on Earth cor- 
. reſponds with his ſtate in Heaven, He is thy av/y 
Son from Eternity, and the ff/-born in 7imve ; 
the Honour due to the eternal and divine, and to 
the temporal but ſupernaturel Sonlhip, is attributed to 

Him, 

2. To unite the glorious Titles of Creator and 
| Redeemer it» the fame Perſon, The Facher made 
"_ m_ "Pp the Son, By this title he had an origi- 

iety in Man, which could not be- extin- 
ques Tho ho 
e 


h we had forfeited our Right in Him, 
with Satan could not »llifie 


ot-loſe his Right in us. -. Our contraſt 
it, Now'twas- co 
yaxt that the Sox ſhould be employed'to recover 
own, thatthe (reator in the begining ſhould be the 
> Doo i the fulneſs of time. 


Heb. 1-2, 


3- Who could: more fitly reſo us 10 Favous 


and the Right of Children, than the only 
and only pSoved Son, who is the ingular 

laſting objet of his Father's 
God is an imitation and ex 


is a Son by nature, aServant by con we 


are Servants by Nature, . and "how by Grace and 
Favour. 


by the purchaſe of his Blood. 


Our Adoption into the line of: Heaven: is 


took 


ve. 6: any 
on of Chriſts, He * 


Eph.1. 5+ 


The Eternal Son ' 
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96 The Hapmany of the Divine Attributes 
| Rom-B-29. tcok fliſb, and was made under vhe Law, that we might 
recerve the Adeption:of ſons... | 
Who was more fit to repair the I ,of God.in 
Man, and to beautific our ws ay pra de- 
1h, filed with Sin, than the Son who is the e#preſs Image 
_ of. bo Fathers perſon, and brighneſs and beautyit 
| elf : Who can better communicate the Divine 
Coukſels to us, than the Eternal Word 7 | 
-4-. The Wiſdom of God: appears' in making-the 
*Remedy t0 have a proportion to the cauſe of our 
Ruine z; that as we fell in Adam our Repreſentative, 
1Cor.15:22 fo we are raiſed by Chriſt, who is made the Head * 
" of our Recovery. The Apoſ/e makes the compa- 
riſon: between the f/f and ſecond {dew Therefore 
| Rom..18, as by the offence of one Fudgment cam? upon all to cow- 
bw demmnation,. even ſo by the righteouſneſs of one, ths free 
gift came upon all men to the juſtification of Life, For 
as by one Mans Diſobcdience . were made finners, 
ſo: by the obedience of one many ſhall be made righteous, 
— They are confider'd as Cauſes having the ſame re- 
nes Deus, ſpect to the! effeds produced by,them., The effects 
ne are Sin and Rightequſnefs, Condemnation. and Ju- 
ſification. -, As the Diſobedience of the firſt Adam 
is'meritorioufly. imputed to all bis x«taral Poſterity, 
and brings Death upon all; {6 the Righteouſneſs of 
the ſecond is meriterienfly imputed to all his þiritual 
Progeny, to obtain/ lite for them. And as the 
carnal 776" larry -_ forkcicure of our 
* original Ri an ives.a corrupt nature 
' to all that deſcend from him, So the þ7ri7nal bath 
by his Obedience purchaſed Pivine Grace for us, 
© thatbeing the price withoue which ſo rich a_trea- 
fare -as Holineſs could not he obtaind. And 
frambim-thereis a ite! efficacy conveighed to re+ 
}n ' FI or * d new 


"*Y | __” 
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new his People. The ſame Spirit of Holineſs which 
annointed our Redeemer,:doth quicken all his race, 
that as They have born th: Image of th: earthly, they 
may bear the; Image of the heavenly Adam. 

5. The Divine Wiſdom is viſible in the manner 
whereby our Redemption is accompliſht , that is, by 
the Humiliation of the Son of God, By this He q)gum qu:d- 
did counterwork the Sin of Angels and Man. Pride gue eodem 
is the poiſon of every Sin, for in every one, the mode difſot- 
Creature prefers his pleaſure, and ſets up his Will 797, 9x2 
above Gods : but it was the ſpecial Sin of Adam, Fiinitur- 
The Devil would have levell'd Heaven by anunpar- 
donable uſurpation,; he ſaid, I will be like the My 
a4 and Man was infeted with his breath, ( you 


t Cor. 15.49 


be like God), and became ſick of the ſame Diſ- 
eaſe, Now Chriſt that by the quality of the Re- 
medy, he might cure our Diſeaſe in its ſource and 
| cauſe, He applies to our pride an unſpeakable humi- 
lity. 

AM was guilty of the higheſt Robbery in affeRtiog 
to be equal with God, and the Eternal Son who was 
in the form of God, who was equal to Himin Ma- phi. 2.5. 
jeſty and Authority, without Sacriledg or Uſur- 
pation, he emptied himſelf by afſuming the Ha- 
mane Nature in its ſervile ſtate. The Word was 
made Fleſh, the meaneſt part is ſpecified, to fig- John 1+ 14+ | 
nific the greatneſs of his «baſement, There is 
ſuch an infinite diſtance between God and fleſh, 
that the condeſcenfion is as admirable as the con- 
trivance, So great was the malignity' of our 
Pride, for the cure of which ſuch a profound Hu- 
mility was requiſite, By this he deſtroyed the 1 Joh. 3.8. 
firſt work of the Devil. 

6. The Wiſdom of God appears in ordainin 
O ſuch 


Vere 24+ 


__ 


grave, He ſhou 


Ifa-55-8- 


The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 
ſuch cotemptible, and in appearance oppofite means, . 
to ecomplth ſuch glorious effets. The Way 18 
as wonderful as the Work. That Chriſt by dying 


onthe Croſs, a reputed Malefactor, ſhould be made 


our eternal Righteouſneſs, that deſcending to the - 

ld bring up the /oft World to Life and 
Immortality, is ſo incredible to our narrow Under- 
ſtandings, that He ſaves us, and aſtoniſhes us at 
once, An\ in nothing *tis more viſible, That the 
Thoughts of God are as far above our: thoughts, and his 
ways above our way?, as Heaven. is above. the Earth. 
'Tis a ou in Phyfick to compound the moſt noble 
Remedies gf things deſtructive to Nature, and there- 
by make 'one Death yitorious over another-: But 
that Eteanal Life ſhould ſpring from Death, Glory 
from Ignominy, Bleſledneſs from a Curſe, is fo 
repugnant to Humane Senſe; that to-render the b+- 
lief of it cafic, 'twas foretold by many Propheſies, 
that when it came to paſs, it might belookt on as 


the effe&t :of God's eternal Counſel. The Apoſtle 


11Cor-1-23*, 1. vs that.Chriſt crucifizd was to the Fews a flumbling 


block, and. tothe Gentiles" fooliſhneſs... The grand So- 
hies of the world eſteemed it abfurd and unreaſona- 
He to believe, that He who was expoſed-to Suffer- 
ings could ſave others, but-thoſe .who are Called dif. 
cover that the Doctrine of Salvation by the Croſs of 
Chriſt, which the world counted folly, is the great - 
Wiſdome of God, and moſt convenient for his end. 
A double reaſon is given of this wethod.”. 
I,. Becauſe the Heathen world did not find and 
own God in the way of Nature. For after That is 


1 Cor.1-21.the Wiſdome. of God the World by Wiſdome knew not 


God, it pleaſed God by the fooliſhneſs of preaching to ſave - | 
them that belzeve, The frame of the World i called : 


the. 


i the Contrivance of Man's Redemption. 
the Wiſdom of God; the name of the Casſe is given 
to the Efed, in regard the Divine Wiſdom is fo 
clearly diſcovered there, 'as if it had taken a viſible 


orm, and had p:eſented it ſelf to the view of Men. 
But thoſe who- profeſſed them/elves wiſe, did not ac- 


knowledg the- Creator: For ſome eonceited the Rom. 1. 22. 


World to be eternal, others that it was the product 
of chance, and became guilty of the moſt abſolute 
contradiftion to Reaſon, For who can believe that 
one who is blind from his birth, and by conſequence 
perfeRly ignorant of all Colours, and of the Arr of 
Painting, (hould take a bundle of Pencils into his 
Hand, and dipping them in Colours mixt and cor- 
rupted, paint a great Battel with that perfe&ion in 
the deſig, propriety in the colours, diſtinAion in the 
habits and conntenances, as if it were not repreſen- 
ted but preſent to the SpeiFators, Who ever ſaw 
" a Temple, or Palace, or any regular Building, ſpring 
-from the ſtony bowels of a Mountain ? 

Yet ſome famous Philoſophers became thus vain 
in their imaginations, fancying that the World 
ceeded from the caſua! concourſe of Atomes, And 
the reſt of them negleted to know God fo far as they 
might, and to honour him ſo far as they knew, 
They debaſed the Deity by unworthy conceptions of 
his Nature, and by performing ſuch a&ts of Wor- 
thip, . as were not fit for a .rat/ona/ Spirit t9 offer, 
nor for the pure Majeſty of Heaven to receive, Be- 
ſlides, they aſcribed his Name, Attributes and 
Honour tv Creatures , not only the Lights of Hea- 
ven, and the ſecret Powers which they Fippoſed did 
govern them, not only Kings, and Great Men, who 
were by their Authority raiſed above others, but 
the moſt deſpicable things in nature, Beaſts and 

O 2 Birds 


Rom, I.2 Fo 


160 


Rom. Is» 23+ 


1: Cor.2.7+ 


ÞL Cor. f. 
27,28,29+ 


 four-footed beaſts, and creeping things. 


oo 
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Birds were the obje&ts of their Adoration. They 
changed the Glory of the uncorruptible God, into an 
image made like to a corruptible man, and to birds, and 
A Sin ſo foul, 
that it betrayed them to by=#i/9 Blindneſs, and to the 
moſt infamous Luſts, natural and unnatural. Now 
fince the moſt clear and open diſcovery of Gods Wiſ- 
dom was ineffectual to reclaim the World, He was 
pleaſed to change his merhod, They negleQed Him 
appearing in his Majeſfly, and he now comes cloathed 
with. Infirmities: And fince by zatural light they 
would not fee God the Creator, He is imperceptible 
to the light of Nature as Redeemer: Thediſcovery 
of Him depends on reve/ation., The. Wiſdom of 
God in making the World is evident to. every Eye, 
but in the Goſpel *tis Wiſdome in a Myſtery, The 
* Deity was conſpicuous in the Creation, but: conceal'd 
undera vail of Fleſþ when he wrought our Redempti- 
on, He was more cafily diſcover d when ixvifble, 
than when v4/ik/e : He created the World by Power, 
but reſtor'dit by Sufferings. 

' 2, That the Honour ot all might ſolely redound 
to him ;- God hath choſen the fooliſh things of the 
World to confound the wiſe, and the weak things of the 
World to confound the things that are mighty, and biſe 
rhing? of the World, and things n hich are deſpiſed God 

c oſen ; yea, and things: that are not , to bring 
to nought things that are, that no fleſh. ſhould glory 


in hus preſence, - Thus Maſes, the Redeemer of Iſrael, 
was an Infant expo'ed to the mercy of the Waters, 
drawn forth from an Ark of Bul-ruthes, and not 
employed whilſt he lived. in the ſplendour of the 
Court,. but when Baniſht as a Criminal, and de- 
pxiv'd. of. all. power. Aud our Redeemer took nor 


cn. 
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on him the Nature of Angels, equal to Satan in 

power, , but took part of fleſh and blood, the more fig- 

nally to triumph over that proud Spirit in the Hu- 

mane Nature whick was inferiour to his, and had 

been vanquiſht by him in Paradiſe. Therefore he 

did not immediately exerciſe Omnipotent power to 

deſtroy him, but manag'd our weakneſs and infirmi- 

ty to foil the. roaring Lyon. He did not enter into _ 

the Combat in the glory of his Deity, but diſguis'd fare _ 


under the Humane Nature, which was fubje& to /=«,/ed54biru 

Mortalicy. And thus the Devil is overcome in the 2,545. 
ſame manner as he firſt got the ViRory : for as the « exrorguens 

* whole race of Manyvas Ga ivated by him in; Adam ans fl 

their Repreſencative, ſo Believers are viRorious over perax: lege 

him as the Tempter and Tormentor, by. the Con- {*##+ Pau- 

queſt that Chriſt their Repreſentative obtain'd in the 

Wilderneſs, and on the Croſs. And as our ruine 

was effected by the ſubtilty of Satan, fo our recove- 

ry is wrought by the wiſdom of God, who takes 

the wiſe in their own craftineſs., The Devil excited 1 Cor. 1. 

Fudas by avarice, the Fews by malice; and- Pilate 

trom reaſon.of State, to accompliſh 'the death of 

Chriſt, -and he then ſeemed to be Viftorious z now 

what was more honourable to the Prince of bur Sal- 

vation, than the turning the Enemies pointupon his 

own breaſt, agd by dying to overcome him that had the 1, , 

power of Death; This was ſignified in the firſt pro- 

miſe of the Goſpel, where the Salvation of Man' is 

inclos'd in the curſe of the Serpent; that is the De- 

vil cloathed with that figure, It ſhall bruiſe thy Head, Qen-3- 156: 

and thou ſbalt bruiſe his Heel, That is, The Sox of 

God ſhould by Suffering in our Fleſb; overcome the 

Enemy of Mankind, and: reſcue innumerable: 

Captives from his Tyranny :. Here the Events: are 

| moſt: 
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Joh. 1. 
Col. 1. 
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The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, | 
moſt contrary to the probability of their Cauſe. 
And what is more worthy of God, than: toobtain 
his ends in ſuch a manner, as the Glory of all may 
be in ſolidum aſcribed to Him. 

_ 7. The Divine Wiſdom appears in laying the 
defign of the Goſpel in ſuch a manner, as to pro- 
vide for the comfort, and promote the holineſs of 
Man. This is Gods ſignature upon all h:avenly 
Do&rines, which diſtinguiſhes them from carnal 
Inventions, they have a dire& tendency to promote 
his Glory, . and the real benefit of the rational Crea- 
ture: Thus the way of Salyation by Jeſus Chriſt, is 
moſt fit as to reconcile God na by ſecuring his * 
Honour, ſo to reconcile Man to God by encouraging 
his Hope. *Till this be cffeted, he can never. be 
happy in communion with God: For that is nothin 
elſe but the reciprocal exerciſe of Love between Go 
and the Soul. Now nothing can repreſent God as 
amiable to a guilty Creature, but his inclination 
to Pardon, Whilſt there are apprehenſtons of i- 
exorable Severity, there will be bird thoughts burn- 
ing in the Breaſt againſt God : Till the Soul is ce- 
leaſed from terrors it can never truly love him, To 


| cxtmngat our. Hatred, He muſt conquer our Fears, 
and this 


He hath done by giving us the moſt un- 
doubted and convincing Evidence of his Aﬀeci- 
ons, 

1, By contraQting the moſt intimate alliance with 
Mankind. In this God is not only lovely, but Love, 
and his Love is not only viſible to our Underſtan- 
dings, but to our Senſes: The Divine Nature in 
-Chriſt is joyned to the Humane, in an wrion that is 
not typical or temporary, but real and permanent. 
The Word was made Fleſh, And in him dwclls the 


Fulneſs 
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Fuln:ſs of the Godhead bodily, Now as Love is an Af- | 
fecion of Union, fo the ſtrifteſt wwor is an Evi- 
dence of the greateſt Love. The Son of God took 
the Seed of Alrihan , the original element of our Heb-2+ 
Nature, that our iztereff in Him might be more clear 
and certain, He ſtoopt from the height of his 
Glory to our low- embraces, that we might with 
more confidence lay hold on his Mercy. 
2. By providing compleat SatisfaFzop to offended 
Faſtice. The -atky convinced Creature is reſtleſs, 
and inquiſitive after a way #o eſcape the wrath to come. 
For being under the apprehenſion that God is an in- 
ecnfed. Judg, *tis very ſenſible of the greatneſs and 
nedrneſs of the danger, there being nothing between 
it arid eternal Torments, but a thin vail of fleſh. - 
Now. God hath prepared ſuch a SatisfaQion, as ex-- 
ceeds the guilt of Sm : that is a #emporary a, but. 
- of infinite evil being committed againſt an #i»finite- 
obje;. the Death of Chriſt was a #-mpporary Palſion, . 
but: of #»finite value in reſpet of the fub;e&t ; the 
honour of the Law is fully repaired, ſo that God is 
juſtly merciful, and diſpenſes Pardo 70 the glory of 
his Righteouſneſs. He hath ſet forth his Son to be a: 
Propitiation through Faith in his Blood, to declare his, 
Righteouſneſs, that he might be- Jof and the offer 9.03 
- Gn who believes in Feſwss And what ſtronger 
rity can be given, that God is ready to pardon 
Man, upon his accepting the termes of the Goſpel, 
than the giving his Son to be our Aronement: If the 
Stream fwell fo high as to overflow the Banks, will 
it ſtop. in a deſcending Valley 2 * Hath He with ſo 
dear an .expence ſatisfied 'his Juſtice, and will he de-- 
ny his Mercy to-relenting and returning _— 6 
is» 
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This Argument is powerful enough to overcome 
the moſt obſtinate Infidelity. * | 
"3. By the unſpeakable Gift of his Son, he aſſures 
our hopes of Heaven, which is a Reward ſo great 
and glorious, that our guilty Hearts are apt to ſuſ- 
we ſhall never enjoy it. Weare ſecure of his 
Faithfulneſs, having his fable Promiſe, and of 
his Goodneſs, having ſuch a Pledg in our hands, 
As the Apoſtle argues, If he hath given us his Son, 
will he not with him give us all things * Will He give 
us the Tree of Life, and not permit us to cat of the 
Fruit of it? Is it conceivable that having laid the 
Foundation of our Happineſs in the Death of his 
Son, an ad to which his tender Aﬀection ſeem'd ſo 
repugnant, that He. will not perform the reſt, which 
He can do by the meer fignification of his Will £ 
*Tis an excellent encouragement St. Auſtin pro- 
pounds from hence ,, Scourns efto accepturum te vitans 
pf, qui pignus habes mortis ipfius, &c. Be aſſured 
2u*ſhalt partake of his Life, who haſt the Pledg of 
it in his Death, He hath performed more than He 
romiſed, *Tis more incredible that the Eternal 
uld die, than that a mortal Creature ſhould live 
for ever. 
In ſbort, Since no morte/ Eye can diſcover the 


Hezvenly Glory, to convince us of the reality of the © * 


inviſible ſtate, and to ſupport our departing Souls 
in their paſſage through the dark and terrible Valley, 
our Saviour roſe from the Grave, aſcended in our 
Nature to Heaven, and is the model of our Happi- 
neſs: He is at the right Hand of God to diſpenſe 
Life and Immortality to all that believe oh Him, 
And whatcan be more comfortable to us, than the 
aſſurance of that Bleſſedneſs, which as it eclipſes 

all 


in the Contrivance of May's Redemption. Io0J 
all the glory of the World, ſo it makes Death it ſelf | 
deſirable in order to the enjoyment of it. - 

'2. As the Comfort, ſo the Holineſs of Man is 
moſt promoted in this way-of our Redemption, Sup- 
poſe we had been-recovered upon ealier terms, . the 
evil of Sin would have been leſſen'd in our eſteem. 
Weare apt to judg: of the _ of a Diſeaſe from 
the difficulty of its Cure. ner is reputed a 
ſmall trouble, (although if it be not ſatisfied 'twill 
prove deadly) becauſe a ſmall price” will procure 
what.may remove it. And the Mercy that ſaves us, 
had not appeared fo-great. He thar falls into a Pze, 
and is drawn forth an caſte pull of the Hand, 
doth not think himſelf greatly obliged to the perfon 

at helpt him, though if he had remained there he 
muſtMaye 'periſh'd. But when the Son of God hath 

ſuffered for us, more than ever one Friend ſuffered 
for another, or a Father for a Son, or than the 
- ftre and patience of an Angel could endure 
Who would. not be ſtruck with horrour at the 
thoughts of that Poiſon which required ſuch a 
| Cures And the benefit we receiye in ſo 
coſtly a way, is juſtly magnified by us. Now what 
is- more apt to inflame our love to God, than'the 
admirable expreſſion of his Love tous, in that with 

- » the moſt precious Blood he ranſom'd us from Hell < - 
- How doth it endear Obedience, that God hath ſa- 
* crificed his Son, to keep us from ats of hoſtility. 
So that the Grace of the Goſpel is ſo far from -in- 
dulging Sin, that is gives the moſt deadly wound to 
it, Eſpecially when the fexozr of the »ew Cove- 
nant is, That the Condemned Creature, in order. 
to receiving Pardon, and the Benefits that are pur- 


chaſed, muſt receive the Benefator with the moſt 
P intire 
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intire conſent for his Prince and Saviour. The 
wel of Faith # = obodndnorrhe IN as 
” as 9 45 9 depend $ ce E 
CT Oblivion, that none _ 
wel Is ro — upon confidence of Pardon,” | 
And fince the occaſion of the Fall was from a con- 
ccit. that Man could better his eſtate by complying 
with the. Toguge ter, and obtain a more deſirable 
Hayy! Ne Creature, than in the Favour of 
his h— is by revealing to him wherein 
true Bleſſcdneſs conſiſts.;- and* giving him. an. aſſu- 
rance that he may obcain it. For Man will never- 
himſelf 0 God as his Higheſt Lord, till he 
on him as his laſt End, Soveraign Good.. 


| Now. the Goſpel. offers to us the moſt effectual 


means, to. convince Man, of the folly oF his Woice,. 
in making the Creature his Happineſs. For the 
Son. of God. who. was Heir of all things when He 
came into the world; was in the perpetgal &erciſe 
of Self: denial, He lived def ifed. Life, anddicd: 
an ignominious Death, to diſcover to us, That as 
thenuſeries of this Life can t make us miſerable, ſo 
the g s of it can't make as happy. Beſides, 
how is it e that the wr » enjoyment of 
this World; ſhould/be the Bleſſedneſs for which He- 
ſpent his Sweat, his Tears, his Blood; The rich. 
price he- laid. down doth moſt powerfully convince 
us, That our Felicity is infinitely moxe valuable 
than all earthly thin , and can be nolels than the 
fruition of God LIE. Thus the Divine Wiſ- 
dom hath ſo ordereg the way of our Salvation, that 
as Mercy and Juſtice in Gad,ſo Holineſs and Com-- 
+ be perfectly united in the reaſonable Crea- 


CHAP.. 
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CHa&aP. VI. 


Practical Inferences, A latirue degree of Praiſe 
and T bankfuleſ duc ah the v6 ke 
Goſpel. "Tis not diſcovered bythe Creation, *Trs 
above the reach of Natural Reaſon. The Heathen 

. . World is intirely ignorant of it + Tis pure Grace 

m_—__ ſhes one Nation from enother, in ſends 
'; 


t, Wi 4 deſerves 
ry ſerinns, ſtudy, The Goſpel exceeds af cotj- 
templative xd pra@tick Sciences, Contemplative 
in the greatneſs of its objeft, and the certainty 4 
#ts principle, PraQtick in the excellency of its 
and the efficacy of the Means, 


I, Hat a Superlative degree of Praiſe and 
Thankfulneſs is due to God, for 

his eternal and compaſſionate Counſel in order to- 
our Salvation, The Fall of Man was ſow 

and deadly, that only an #»finize Underſtanding 
could find out the means for his Recovery. And if 
that Mercy which mov'd the Lord: to ordain the Re- 
medy, had notdiſcover'd it, a thick cloud of Deſpair 
had coverd Mankind, being for ever unable to:con- 
ccive the way of our R ion. 'Tis a Myſtery 
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which eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor bath entred 1 Cor. 2. 


into the heart of man to concerve, All Humane Know- 

ledg is acquir'd by #wo ſorts of Faculdes , the exter- * 

nal and "internal. Of the firſt, Sight and Hearing 

are the moſt ſpiritual, and convey the kno 

of the moſt worthy objets. They are the Senſes 

of Diſcipline, the other #hree are immerſt in _ 
P 2 an 
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and are incapable to make ſuch clear diſcoveries. 
Beſides thoſe impreſſions that are made on the ſen» 


ſes, we way form ſome Ideas in the imagination 3 


upon which the mind refle@ing- may argue and diſ- 
courſe : Thus far the* light and vigour of the un- 
derſtanding can only go. ..So that-the Apoſtle de 


elares that the whole plot of the Goſpel was without 


the compaſs of our moſt ſearching faculties : this-will. 
be eyident by conſidering, | 
-1\, There was no diſcovery. of it in the Creatien :- 
the-Voiceof the Heayens inſtru us concerning the - 
being of God, but not in the ſecrets of his Will. 
The cxcotomy of. Mans Redemption is the merciful” 
deſign 'of God, which hath no conneQtion- with - the 
exi of the creatures, but depends only upon his 
pleaſure... 'Tis as impoſſible to read the Divine 
ces in the Volume-of the- Worldzas for the eye 
to diſcover aſound, which hath neither Figure, Co- 
lour, nor viſible motion. Beſides, the Glorious Na- 
ture of God in three Perſons, which is the-foundation 


_ of this Myſterious Mercy, isnot madeknown by the- 


Rom- 1.20» 


viſible frame of the Univerſe, 'Tis truc-in all Exter- 
nal Works the three Perſons are equally concerned: 
being of one Eſſence, they are of one Efficacy, and 
the Eſfential perfettions of the Deity as they concur, 
ſo they are -evident in the prodadtidn of alt things. 
The firſt motive is Goodneſs, that which orders and 
direas is Wiſdom: that which executes is Power, 
And the ſeveral ranks of Creatures,according to their 
ſtats, refle&t - an honour: on their Author; Things: 
endued with life, deelare him to be the fountain of 
Life, and intelleual-creatures repreſent him to be 
the Father of Lights. But the-perſonal being as 
Perſonal, operating notliing out of the Divine 'Na- 
ture, 
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in the Contr rvance of Man's Redemption. 
Re the Diſtngion, Proprieeys and Singularityer 
es iſtin&ion, Propriety, and S arityof : 
on Perſons,ſo uot bo them'to þ wo uns. 
| rſtanding ; Thoſe dee yſteries of the Deity are 
wet rune 26 e Word of God. 
- 2.. Tis above ſtrain' and reach of natural 
Reaſon to attain to the know] of it. There are 


us. fa 4 
3 


ſeminal ſparks of the Law i» the heart of Man, ſome Rom. 2. 15; 


common principles- of Piety, Juſtice,. and” Charity, 
without which the "World would ſoon disband, and . 
fall into confuſion; | but there is not the leaſt pre- 


_ - ſumption or -conjeure*of the contrivance of the Go- 


ſpel. Though miſery ſharpens the mind, andmakes: 
 1t more ingenious to find: out wayes of ' Deliver- 
ance, yet here Reaſon was utterly-at a loſs. How 
could it everenter into the thoughts of the /raelites- 
that .by: erefting a Brazen ron a'Pole, and: 
looking towards it, the wounds: made by the Fiery. 
Serpents ſhould be healed. And how could guilty 
Man find out a way to ſatisfie Infiuite Juſtice by the 
Sufferings of a Mediator, and. to heal the wounded 
"5g by believing on him, The mBſt inquiring Rea- 
on, could never have thought of the Wonders of the 
Incarnation,. that a FVirgi/n ſhould conceive, and: 
a God be: born,” nor of the Death 'of the Prince 
of. Life, and the Reſurre&ion, and Aſcenfion of the - 
Lord of Glory. We may ſee how impoffible it is for : 
the natural underſtanding to diſcover the myſtery of 
Redemption, when thoſe. that had the higheſt repu- - 
tation for- wiſdom were -ignorant :of the Creation. . 


The Philoſophers were divided in-nothing more, then #«c5iu inrer 
in their account of the Worlds Original, Some /ro"t- 


imagin'dic to proceed from Water, others from Fire , 24-leopho: 
ſome. from Order, others frum Confuſion, ſome to 57mm 
| | be” 
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. be from Eternity, 'others in Time, Ifthe Souls eye 
- 'beſo weakned as not to ſee that Eternal Power, 
which is ſo apparent in its effe&ts,much leſs could it 
pierceinto the Will, and free determinations of God, 
of which there is not the leaſt intimation or ſhadow in 
the things that are made. This Wiſdom comes from 
Rom-16-25- above and was hidden from Ages, and Generations. 
Epheſ-3-4- *Tis called the Myſtery of Chriſt ; he is the Obje, 
_ , , and Revealer of it. The Myſtery of Faith, the diſco- 
very of which was by pure Revelation. The Myfte- 
Epheſ-1.9- xy of his Will, an inviolable Secret till he was pleaſed 
to tmake it known, Were the humane underſtandin 
as clear as tis corrupt, yet it cannot by the ſtr 
of diſcourſe arrive to the knowledge of it. Super- 
natural Revelation” was neceſſary to diſcover it to 
the Is. The thoughts of Men are a ſecret, into 
which-the Creator alone hath right to enter, it being 
2 Chr.6:30* þjs prerogative toſcarchthe heart. 
The Angels conjecture oply, from the diſpoſitions 
of Men, outward* circumſtances, from the 
Ranges inthe Fancy, and from material impreſſions 
on the Blood and"Spirits, what are the thoughts of 
the Heart : and much lefs can they diſcover the 
Epheſ:3-10- Counſel of God himſelf, The Apoſtle tells us to 
| Principalities and Powers in heaventy places, by the 
Church the manifold Wiſdom of God is made known. By 
the firſt coming of Chriſt, and the converſion of the 
World, the depths of the Divine Wiſdom were 
opened; and there remains much undiſcover'd, which 
his ſecond coming ſhall ploriouſly make known. 
Before the firſt they nakenct not the foundation, 
til the ſecond not the perfe&ion of our recovery. 
1 Cor-2-10+ Briefly, the Spirit that ſearches the myſtericurConnſ els 
of God, .is the'alone Intelligencer of Heaven, that 
| reveals 


I Tim- 3, 9s 


_..#m the EEE Man's Redemption; | 11T 
reveals to the, world. more to int-- 
cite us ney ffi ps we ; Wear ay to 
acknowledg vis ral Mercy it will be uſcful 
to refle&t on the ſtate of - — as who are 
intirely ignorant of this Myſtery 
Ti Ap pole debt ul of ah Gem 
ſach terms as it to 
not deſperate, . Their underſtandings were darkened, 
being alienated from the life of God, Fay,7 rs #o- 
rance that is ip them. 4 2 og y dew 
rom-the Common-wea 7 angers from t ; 
Era of the Promiſe, without hope. They had no 
ſenſe of their miſery, no Ra woe nor ea-qx a 5 
Mercy. . Not only the and fay 
the poliſht and ciyiliz'd Nations are. call bo 
being without the knowledg of the true God, and. of 
a Saviour. Philoſaphy never made one Believer, ”_ 
- as the want of a Sovereign ' expoſes 2 
that hath a mortal Diſeaſe to certain-tuin ſ.the 
ſingle Ignorance of the Goſpel leaves men in aftate 
of Perition. 'Tis trus, where the. Faculties. are 
not capable, or the Obje@ is not revealed,” God doth 
not impute the want of Knowledg as a crime, - But- 
Salvation is ob-ain'd only by the Covenant of Grace, 
wh is founded _ the I of the Re- 
deemer, And ts b n by he onney Ft _— ng 53-11» 
s many. God wo ave 
| Fn to. the knowledg of the . Truth, bay is "_ AS Woh 
Dodrine of the Golpel, fo called in teſpe&t of its - 
excellency, being the moſt profitable that. ever was 
reveal'd. The Infants of. Believers areſav'd by ſpecial. 
Priviledg,for the merits of Chriſt, without any appre-/ 
henſion of him,. But others wha are come to the uſe 
of Reaſon, and made. Partakers of Bleſledneſsby the 
Know-- 


Epheſ: 2+12» 


v + RA 
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Knonlaigak GolinGhrite 2Þ/r lo cram | 
know thee to_be theonly.arue_ God, and Feſus Chriſt, | 
tures by its vital Influences, - which are buried; in the 
zarth, and never ſee- the Light, But 
tyhteouſneſs illuminates all.whom he . 
$. it, ggroe oh . Knowledg is neccflſary-of 
Dignity of his Perſon, and--the. Efficacy 
f his Mediation, I cannot detennine ; But. that : 
'the. Heathens, who are abſolately rangers ro-the | 
.only means of our recovery, -.and .do-.not believe 
.on God reconciled in-the Son of his.Love, ſhould 
artake of Saving Mercy ; Ido not ſee any/thin 
in tl.e Goſpel (which is the revelation of God's. Wi 
.conccraing .our Salvation). upon which -to build a 
rational Hope. Indeed if any Heathen were ſcri- | 
ouſly: penitent, God is ſo merciful, that He would 
rather diſpatch, an , Angel from Heaven, ſaying, 
Deliver him from going down into the pit, I bave 
Found 4a ranſom:, or by-ſome other -extraordi 
way.inſtruct him in the neceſſary knowledg of -our 
Saviour, than ſuffer him - to periſh to the prejudice 
of his Mercy. . But Repentance as well-as Forgive- * 
neſs is purchaſed & diſpenced alone.by our Saviour, 
And that any received this benefit, who arc intirely 
ignorant. gf the Benefattor we cannot tell. |Now 
Pis ſhoulM raiſe our eſtcem of the diſcriminating 
favour of God tous. 

What a bod of Errors and Miſcries cover'd the 
Earth, when the Grace .of God .that brings Salvation 
firſt appeared. The Deluge was univerſal, and fo 
was the Deſtruction. Thoſe that were moſt re- 
nowned for Wiſdom, the Philoſophers of Greece, 
and the Orators of Rome, were ſwallowed up, only 


the 
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joy toitshigheſtclevation. The ff work of No 
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the Church of Chriſt is triu t over the met- 

cileſs waters, When Moab from the top of the 
Mountain ſaw the'ſad remains of that dreadful 1Inun- 

dation, what lively ſenſe of Joy poſleſt his breaſt ? 

As Miſery is heightened, (6 Happineſs is ſer off by 4... .. 
compariſon : Not that there is any regular content -» »;þ comps: 
to ſee the deftruction of others , but the ſenſe of our "© 

own preſervation from a common ruine, raifes our xe» 9x; ve- 


XAars Ju en- 


qu4m rt ſince. 


f his deliverance 'was to build an Altat on which 7 votwg7e ; 
to” offer the Sacrifices of Thanſgiving to his Pre- $494-%«- 12+ 
ſerver. We ſhould imitare his Example. perry, 
* How many Nations unknown to our worl4 remain /*->* 4, Lu- 
in' the Darkneſs, and Shadow of Dearh; now the © 


4 | Pay -teing from on High hath viſited ns,” This 


ſpecial Favonr calls for ſpecial Thankfulneſs. Were 
there” any qualities in us to encline God:to prefer 

us before othets, it would leſſen' our eſteemof the 

Benefit, But this diſtinguiſhing Mercy is one of 

thoſe frer As of God, for which thete is no reaſon 

in theobje@ts on which they are exerciſed.” St. Au- Quar ergo 
fin calls it, Profundum Cracs., As the loweſt part i carum cf, 
of the Croſs is under ground unſcen, but the upper gum ? Non 
——- expoſed ro” ſight : So the effei7s of Divine me piecrar: 
Preneſtination, the froits of the Croſs, ate viſible; profundum 

e Reaſons are not within our view, When C1< 

God divided the world, and choſe Iſ-a:1 for his Heri- exclumare | 


:- tagetoreceive the Promiſe of the Mefizh, and left x: f-m, 
iſputatione 


' was'noapparent cauſe of this inequality , for they * 


the reſt in thick an4 diſconſolate darkneſs, there g-monttrare 

on pofſumy 
all fprang from the ſame corrupt root, and equally — ——_ 
deſerv'd a fire! rejetion, There was no ſingular 2p<a tua 

- Domine, Aug. 


pood in them, nor tranſcendent evil in'others. The ne ver, 4} 
unaccountable Pleaſure of God was the ſole motive /#*l. Serm,z, 
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Luke 


Mat.13-11- "Tis the Prexogative © 


Col-1-26,27 


Pſa).147+ 
19,20, 


of the different Dif] 


forth in an extaſic 
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penſation, Our Saviour breaks 
of Joy, I thank thee, O Father, 
Lord of Heaven and Earth, that thou haſt hid theſe 
things from the wiſe & prudent,and revealed them unto 
babes ; even ſo Father. fe ſo it ſeemed good in thy fight. 
God to reveal the ſecrets of 
the Kingdom to whom he pleaſes. *Tis an ai# of 
pure Grace, putting a difference between one Na- 
tion and another, with the ſame liberty, as in the 
Creation of the ſame indigeſted matter He form'd 
the Earth, the dregs of the Univerſe, and the Sun 
and Stars the ornaments of the Heavens, and the 
glory of the viſible World. How can we refle&.on 
our Spiritual Obligations to Divine Grace without a 
rapture of Soul: The corruption of Nature was 
univerſal, our Ignorance as perverſe, and our Man- 
ners as profane as of other Nations, and we had 
FI a9 to an -eternal Night, if the Light 
of Life had not graciouſly ſhin'd upon us, This 
ſhould warm our hearts in affetionate acknowledg- 
ments to God, Who hath made known to us the m_ 
the glory mu myſtery among# the Gentiles ; and wi 
that revelation the concomutant power of the Spiric, 
to tranſlate us from the kingdoms f darkneſs into the 
Kingdom of his dear Son.If the Publication of the Law 
by the Miniſtry of Angels to the Iſraelites were ſuch 


a Priviledg that 'tis reckon'd their peculiar Treaſure : 


He hath ſhewed his Statutes unto Iſrael; He hath not 
dealt ſo with any Nation ; What is the revelation of 
the Goſpel by the Son of God Himſelf: For al- 
though the Law is obſcured. and defaced ſince the 
Fall, yet there are ſome ingrafted Notions of it in 
the humane Nature, but there is not the leaſt ſuſpi- 
tion of the Goſpel, 


The Law diſcovers our Miſe- 
: TY, 
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ry, but the Goſpel alone ſhews the way to be deli- 
yered from it, 1f an Advantage ſo great and ſo pre- 
cious deth not touch our hearts, ang in poſſeſſing 
it with joy, we are not ſenſible of the ts 
the Father of Mercies hath laid upon us, we ſhall 
be-the ungratefulleſt wretches in the world. . 

2. This os ca > Myſtery is worthy of 
our moſt ſerious thoughts and ſtudy, that we may 
arrive to a fuller knowledge of ic. And to incite 
us, it will be fic to conſider thoſe excellencies, which 
will render it moſt defirable, Knowledge is a 
quality ſo eminent, that ir truly cnobles one Spirit 
above another. As Reaſon is the ſingular Ornament 
of the humane _— whereby it _ the Bruits, 
ſo in proportion Knowledge, which is the perfetion 
of the Underſtanding, - thoſe who are poſleſ- 
ſors of it, above others that want it. The Teſtimony 


of Solomon confirms this, Then I ſaw that Wiſdom ex- Eccleſ,2.13. 


cells Folly as far as Light excelleth Darkneſs, And ac- 

ing to the nature and quality of the Knowledge, 
ſuch is the advantage it brings to us, Now the Do- 
Arine of the Goſpel excels the moſt noble Sciences, 
as well ao as praQick : it excels the con- 
templative in the ſublimity of the objeR, and in the 
certainty of its Principle, 

x. In the ſublimity and greatneſs of the Obje : 
and it is no leſs then the higheſt deſign of the eter- 
nal "Wiſdom, the moſt glorious work-of the. great 
God. In the Creation his foot-ſteps appear, in our 
Redemption his Image: In the Law his Juſtice and 
Holineſs, but in the Goſpel all his Perfe&ions ſhine 
forth in their brighteſt luſter, The bare theory of this 
inriches the mind, and the contemplation of it affes 
the Soul, that is converſant about it, with the higheſt 
admiration and the moſt ſincere and laſting delight. . 


Q 2 | L, It 
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Neque 'enim 1. -It affe&ts the Soul with the higheſt admirati- 
quicquam b- on. The Rtrongeſt 'Spirits cannot comprehend its 
mate:ix ira- juſt greatneſs: the underſtanding ſinks under the 
gs wage of Glory. The Apoſtle who had ſecn the light 
obear of Heaven, and had: ſuch knowledg as never any 


habeat futura 
ho quam 0fan before; yet upon conſidering one part of the 
magnificenis Divine Wiſdom, breaks forth in aſtoniihment, Oh 
_ derinct"e< phe depth of the riches of the Wiſdom and Knowledg of 
wiraculo coli- Gud:# how unſcarchable ave his Decrees, and his waies 
tur, Senecs, = paſt finding out ! *Tis fit when we have ſpent the 
ftreneth of our minds in the confidcration of this 
excellingobjeR, and are at the end oof our ſubrilty, 
to ſupply the defe&ts of our Underſtandings wirh 
Admiration. As the Pſaſmilt expreſſes hinifelf, 
| Pet. 1.12, Tort how wonderful are thy thoughts to w-ward ! 
The Angels adore this glorious Myſtery with an 
humble Reverence. The admiration that is cauſed 
by i, is a'principal delight of the Mind: "Tis true, 
the wonder that proceeds from Jenorance (when rhe 
cauſe of ſome wifible effet is not known) is the 
imperfe&ion and torment of the ſpirit,but that which 
ariſeth from the knowledg of thoſe thingswhich are 
moſt "above our conception and our hope, is'the 
higheſt advancement of our Minds, an\ brings the 
oreatelt ſatisfation to the Soul. - Now the contri« 
vance of ' our Redemption, was infinitely above the 
P(z-126. 1. fight of Reaſon, and our expeRation. Whey 'the 
Lord turned the captivity of Stow, they were as in a 
dream: The way of accompliſhing it was ſo incre- 
dible, that it ſeemd rather the picture of Fancy, 
than a real Deliverance. And there is far greater 
reaſon that the reſcuing of us from the Powers of 
Hel, and the reſtoring us to Liberty and Glory by 

Chriſt, ſhould raife our wonder., 
a Pet. 2.9. The Goſpel is called « marvellovs Light, upon the 
| account 
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account. of the objes' it 7 yrs But a a 
perverſe ju is in men, they negleR thoſe 

hi deſerve the higheſt admiration, and 
ſpend their wonder*on meaner things. Art is more 
admir'd than Nature : a counterfeit Eye of Chriftal, 
which hath neither fight nor motion, than the liyi 
Eye, the Sun of the little world, that direqs the 
whole Man. And the effects of Nature are more 
-admir'd, than the ſublime ana ſapernatural works 
of Grace, Yet theſe infinitely exceed the other, 
The World is the work of Gods hand, but the Go- 
ſpel is his plot, and the chiefeſt of all his waies. 
What a combination of Wonders is there in- the 
great Myſtery 'of Godlineſs ? That He who fills 
Heaven and Earth ſhould be confin'd to the Virgins 
Womb; that Life ſhould die, and being dead revive; 
that Mercy ſhould triumph without any diſparage- 
ment to Juſtice : theſe are Miracles that tranſcend 
all that is done in Nature. 

And this appears by the judgment of God him- 
felf, who beſt knows the exce of his 'own 
works, For whereas upon the finiſhing the firſt 
Creation, he ordain'd the Seventh Day, that rea- 
ſonable Creatures might more ſolemnly aſcribe” to 
him the Glofy of his Attributes, which are vifible 
in the things that are made ; he hath upon the com- 
pleating our Redemtion, by the rifing of Chriſt from 
the Dead, made the F:irft-Day Sacred for his Ser- 
vice and Praiſe, there being the cleareſt illuſtration 
of his PerfeQtions in that Bleſſed Work. © God is 
mare pleaſed in the contemplation of the xew World, 
than of the old, The latter by its extraordinary 
Magnificence hath leſſen'd the dignity of the former, 
asthe greater Light obſcures the leſs, Rs 
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S abbath-is changed into the Lords-Day. And what a 
juſt reproach is it to Man that he ſhould be inob- 
ſervant and unaffeted with this glorious Mercy, 
wherein he may alwaies find new cauſe of Admira- 


Plal.92.5,6. tion, O Lord, how great are thy Works! and thy 


Col.2. 


Thoughts how deep ! a brutiſh man knoweth not, neither 
doth a fool underſtand this, The admiring of any 
other thing in compariſon of -this Myſtery, is the 
effect of Inconſideration, or Infidelity, 

2, It produces the moſt ſincere and laſting plea- 
ſure. As the taſte is to meat,to allure us to feed for 
the ſupport of our bodies z that is delight to Know- 
ledge, to excite the mind to ſeek after ic. But its 
vaſt capacity can never be ſatisfied with the know- 
ledge of inferior things, The 7 > rage is more in 
the acquilition, than in the poſſeſſion of it. For the 
mind is diverted inthe ſearch, but having attained to 
that knowledge which cannot fill the rational appe- 
tite, *tis diſguſted with the fruics of its travel, and 
ſeeks ſome —_ objec to _—_ its] - r, From 
hence it is, variety is the ſpring of delight, and 
pleaſure is the produ@t of novelty. We Fry: eg 
ſure of the firſt taſte in learning ſomething ney, is 
alwayes moſt ſenſible, The moſt rei. compoliti- 
ons, and excellent diſcourſes, which eaviſhr at the 
firſt reading, yet repeated often are nauſeous and 
irkſome. The excrciſe of the mind on-an object fully 
known,is unprofitable, and therefore tedious : where- 
as by turning the thoughts on ſomething elſe, it may 
acquire new knowledge. But the Apoſtle tells us 
that the Myſtery of our Redemption contains all the 
Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge, to intimate 
their excellence, and abundance : the axſearchable 
riches of Grace are laid up init, There is infinite va- 
riety 
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riety and perp' matter for the inquiry of the moſt 
excellent un ing: no created reaſon is able 
to reach its height or ſound its depths: by the con- 
tinual ſtudy, and increaſe in the knowledge of it, the 
mind enjoys a perſevering pleaſure, that far exceeds 
the ſhort vehemence of ſenſual delights. 

2. It excels other Sciences in the certainty of its 
Principle; which is divine Revelation. Humane 
Sciences are built upon uncertain maximes, which 
being admitted with precipitation, and not confirm'd 
by ſufficient Experiments, the Mind can never fully 
acquieſce iff them. Thoſe Doctrines which were 
eſteemed in one Age, the yanity of them is diſco- 
vered in another, Modern Philoſophy diſcards the 
Antient, But the Doctrine of Salvation is the 
Word of Truth, its original is from Heaven, it bears 
the charatFers and marks of its Divine deſcent. 'Tis 


confirmed by the Demonſtration of the Spirit, and of - 
Power. *'Tis alwaies the ſame, uncharfzeable as * Cor-2-4- 


God the Author, and Chriſt the Obje& of it,who is 


the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever. And the rs, , 3 


knowledg which the ſincere and enlightned Mind 
hath of it, is not uncertain opinion, but a clear, 
ſolid and firm apprehenſion, Tis a Contemplation 


of the Glory of God with open face, This appears by 2 Cor-3- 18. 


the- effects it produces in thoſe that have received 
- the true zinFure of it in their Souls, they deſpiſe all 
things which car»a/ Men admire, in compariſon of 
this ineſtimable Treaſure, 

2. The Doctrine of the Goſpel exceeds all prattic 
Sciences in the excellency of its end, and the effica- 
cy off the means to obtain ir. 

The end of it is, The Supreme. Happineſs of 
Man: the reſtoring of him to the Innocence and 
: EIS Excellency 


T19 


Heb. 7. 25. 


Joh. 17-3» 
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Excellency 'of his: frff ſtate, And the means are 
appointed by infizite Wiſdom, ſo that the moſt in- 
ſuperable obſtacles are removed : and theſe are-the 
Juſtice of God that condemns the guilty, and that 
ſirong and obſtinate averſion which is in corrupted 
man from true Felicity, Here is a Mediator re- 
veal'd, whois able to ſave to the uttermoſt : who hath 
quencht the Wrath of God by the Blood of his Di- 
vine Sacrifice : who hath expiated. Sin by the yalue 
of his Death, and purifies the Soul by the vertue of 
his- Life, that it may conſent to. its own Salvation, 
Noleſs than a Divine Power could perform this work. 
From henee the ſup-7/ative excellency of Evangelical 
Knowledg dothariſe : all other Knowledg is unprofi- 
table without it, and that alone can.make us pertealy 
bleſſed ; This 4s Life eternal, to know thee, and Feſms 
as Ee rr haſt ſent, 1 will briefly conſider how 
ual all otker Knowledge is,. whether Natural, 
Political,” ox Moral, to recover us from our Miſery. 
The moſt exa&t infight into Natural things leaves 
the Mind blind and-poor, ignorant of Happineſs, and 


. the way toit. So/omon who had an extraordirfary meas 


ſure of Nat#rs/Knowledg, and was able to ſet a juſt 


. price upon it; tels-us that the increaſe of knowledg was 


Ecctel: 1. 


attended with: proportionable degrees of ſorrow. -For the 
more aman-knows, the more he diſcerns the inſuffici- 
ency of that knowledg to fupply his detects, and ſa- 
tisfic his deſires. He was therefore weary of his Wiſ- 


"dom, as well as of his Folly. The Dewi/s know more 


than the profoundeſt Philoſophers, yet their Knowledge 
dothinot alleviatetheir Torments. 'Tis ſo far from di- 
refting how to eſcape miſery, that it-will more expoſe 
to-it, by enlarging the Faculties, and making them 
more-capable of Torment. *Tis the.obſeryation of Se, 
Ambroſe 


Death,and 
is folly in a 


it 


fur upin the Books ofthe Heathens  infufhien 
to reſtore man to his original integrity icity, 
Reaſon ſees that Man is ignorant, and guilty, mor- 
tal, and miſerable,. that he is tranſported with vain 
paſſions, and tormented with accuſations of Conſci- 
ence, but ys could not redreſs theſe ; ng 
Nature is like an imperfe& Building ics in 
biſh, the imperfeQion is viſible, but not the wy how 
to finiſh it, for through ignorance of the firſt e- 
very one follows his own : hCG > Ar> 
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Sapiens cum 
Diis ex part 
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chite& comes: to finiſh -his' own projet, -it appears 
regula and beawiful, Thus che various directions of 
Philoſophers to recover fallen Man out of his ruines, 
and. to. raiſe him coretges arna tor > «1 
the: reaſon opens I in TC 
God, but in. order to. this, they propounded ſuch 
means, as -were., not only. ineffectual;»-but oppofit, 
Such is the pride and folly.. of carnal wiſdom; that to 
bring Gad.and.Man together, iradvances Man, and 
depreſſes God. The Szozcks aſcribed ro their Wile- 


man oy > ng whereby he equad their Su- 


vivit. Doorn preme Gods. They. made him che architect of his own 
Supplex, Con- yertue and felicity, and to vie with: Fepiter himſelf, 


facit Diis de 
Pelicitate. 
Sewec.. \ 


ta live. like, Men, and Men like Beaſts, by placing 
happineſs in ſenſual ures. "Thus inſtead of- en- 
Diſeaſes of mankind, Pride, and Conenpiſcence, 
whichat firſt:cauLd-the { ion'of man from God, 
and-.infinicely increas'd the diſtance between them, 
For what. fins are more-contrary to the Majeſty and 
Puzity of God than Pride, which robs him of his 
Excellency ; and carnal luſt, which turns a man into 
abeaſt.. Beſides, all-their. inventions toexpiareſin,; 
to -appeaſe. the. Deity and make him favorable, to 
calme the Gpnſcience, were: frivolous andunprofita- 
ble. And their moſt us principles, recs 
rate Precepts, were-thort of that purity andiperfecti, 
on. werewith: moral duties are to-be perform'd to God 
and men., Briefly, they waſted their:Candle in yain, 
in ſcaxching for the way to true happineſs... But God 
who created Man for the enjoymenr-of himſelf, hach 
happily accompliſht his eternal Decree, by the work 

Te of 


Goec 
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aſeReceragy wherein his-own: Glory is : moſt 


And the Goſpel whichreveals'this to us, 
humble Tt i , and comforts thoſe that 


ſd, 
made Heirs of "God, | joynt-Heirs with yore 4 for For Rom-8.17. 


theſe reaſons the *Apoltle 'ſets ſo high: 

the Heavenly Doctnne, that reveals a Saviour wlbe 
undone Wozld. / He defir ed to know not 
' Chriſt, and him.C bm ni, He deſpiſed all 
and I gs ing 
lemcy of t ledge ift Feſus. Ocher know- 
ledge ſwells the mg Ar ral the eſteem of our 
ſelves, this gives, us a ſincere view of our ſtate, It 
diſcovers our miſery in its cauſes and the A] 

Mercy that ſaves us, Other knowledge i the 
underſtanding, without the heart, but this 


' inſpires us with the love of God,/ with the hatred of . 


lin, and makes us truly betrer. In ſeeking after 
other knowledge, the mind is perplext by endleſs 
inquiries: here 'tisar reſt, as the wavering / Needles 
fixt. when turn'd to its- beloved Star, Ignorance of 
other things may be without any real damage tous ; 


for we may bedirected by the skilful how to preſerve IA. 5-11. 


Life and Eſtate. But-chis Knowledge is abfolutely 
neceſſary to Juſtifie,:Sancrifie, and'Save- us.” - All 0< 
ther bnowlodge i is uſeleſs at the hour of death; "then 
the richeſt ſtock of Learning is loſt, the veſſel bei 
ſplit wherein the treaſure was laid ; but this Pearl LoF 
ineſtimable price, as 'tis the ornament of our. proſpe- 
rity, ſo 'tis the ſupport” of our adverfity: A litrle 
R 2 


ny 
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og os Feaſts 1 Cox, 2. 24 


in compariſon of the Excel- Phil. 3.8. 


| 
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of this is infinitely more defirable, then the light 

humane Sciences in. luſtre and perfection. 
wo» ens Kage LT is _ men who 
are bt ſhould 


oak thy ne dich ring theſe 
——_—_— — can't. remove thoſe 
cars be careleſs of the ſaving 
the Goſpel. Were there no other rea- 


of all 


things. But ſuppoſe th tharane by hisvaſtmind ſhould. 
ras 0 mean created things, from the Centre of 
the tothe Circumference of the x 

Ne any Myſtery 


Cm md inch anne | 
£5 cs {iſlrian upbrad the Rowes » that with ſo 


” —_— — they. ſhould 'wo-foreign 
_— parts, for Trees that were beautiful bur barren, and 
$xricam orie, produc'd a ſhadow only withoutfruit, With grearer 
Be rcaſims we may y wonder that men ſhould with the ex- 

their precious hours purchaſe barren curio- 

Pies, whe to their laſt end. How 

can a condemned Criminal, who is in ſaſpence be-- 
tween Life and Death, attend to ſtudy the ſecrets 
of Nature and Art, when all his are taken 

up how to prevent the execution of the Sencence * 
nd'vis no 1efe chan prodigy of madnefs, that men 
i dodis en eutowia:h allowed 
them to cſcapethe wrath to come, ſhould rack their 


- — 


. more 
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wains in ing thingy. . ide! 
and _ Lcoulatgets Redeemer, Eſpeci- 
all there is ſo-clear a-Revelation of hin-2 The 
righteouſneſs of Faith doth wot command me t6- aſcend cot 97 
the Heavens, or deſcend into the deep to make's d; 

of it; but the Words nigh xs that diſcovers: the certain a 
way #0 4 happy immortality. Sencca- a Philoſopher, 5eec- prof. 1. 
and a Courtier, valued his being in- the world only 
contemplate the Starry Heaven. 
He only ſaw the viſible beauty 
of the Firmament, but was ig- 


= \ 


4fimabile 
yet to our ſhame he] that to avs or face, os. O quam 
the ſight of it made him deſpiſe {gurrgy 7 ef (opre humans 
the Earth, and without the.con-- 
templation of the Celeſtial bodies, he. eſteem'd his 
continuance in the World not the life of a Man, but- 
the toil of a Beaſt. But what tranſports: had he been. 
in,. if he had been inted with the contrivance- 
of our Redemption, the.admirable.order of its parts, 
and the beauty that reſults from the compoſition of 
the whole: But we that with open face may in the Glaſs * Cx-31185 
of the TIT: the Glory of the: Lord, turn away 


our ejes from-it to vanity, Here the complaint is 
juit, 4d ſapientiam quis accedit'? quis dignam 
jadicat nifi quam in trauſits.noverit * we content our: 
ſelves with ſlight and tranſient glances, but do nor 
ſeriouſly and fixed! deſign of 
God, upon which | 


_—_ ineſs in 
this, and the perfection of it in the next life is built. 
Let us provoke our ſelves by the example of the. 


Angels who are not concern'd in this as 


—_ _— 


man : 
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man is, for they continued in their fidelity to their 
Creator, and were alwayes happy in his favour, and 
where there is no alienation between parties, recon- 
cilement is unneceſſary; yet they are Students with 
us-in the ſame Book, and -unite all their powers in 
x 7+. 1. 12, the contemplation of this myſtery :- they are repre- 
cm Lge 8 g to pry into theſe ſecrets, to fignifie 
t theynow, and their defire to 
ay 0 —orrDure e' of them. With what in- 
tention then ſhould we ſtudy the Goſpel, who are _ 
Sub;eR and end on it, 


a 
= 
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CHAP. VII. 


The fimple Speculation of the Goſpel not ſufficient with- 
out a real Belief, and Cordial Acceptance, The 
Reaſons why the Jews and Gentiles conſpir'd in the 
contempt of it. How juſt it is to refign up the Un- 
derſtanding to Revelation, God "knows his own 
Nature ard Will, and cannot deceive ws, We mu 
believe the things that are clearly revealed, though 
we do not underſtand the manner of their exiſtence : 
Although they are attended with ſeeming contra- 
dictions, No Article of Faith i really repugnant 
fo Reaſon, We muſt diſtinggiſh between things 
incomprehenſible, ad inconceivable. Between 
corrupt and right Reaſon, How Reaſon « ſubſer- 
vient to Faith, Humility and Holineſs qualifie for 
the belief of the Goſpel-myſteries. © A naked belief 
of Supernarural Truths is unprofitable for Salvation. 
An effectuat” Aﬀent' that prevails upon the*Will,. - 
and renders the whole Man obſequious, is due to the 
quality of the Goſpel-Revelation. 


'" He ſimple Speculation of this glorious Myſtery 

[ will be of no'profit without a --" belief of it, 
and a cordial acceptance of Salvation, upon*the 
terms which'the Divine Wiſdom preſcribes, The 
Goſpel requires the Obedience of the Underſtanding, 
and of the Will ; unleſs it obtains a full poſſeſſion 
of the Soul, there-is no ſaving efficacy derived from 
it. And ſuch'is the ſub/imity and purity of the 
Object, that till Reaſon is ſanified, and ſubdued, 
it cannot ſincerely entertain it, I will therefore 
diſtiatly- 
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—_— conſider the oppoſition which carnal Rea- 
made againſt it, and ſhew how juſt it is, 

- ok the Humane a ſhould with reye- 


x Cor. 1; The Apt tells us, that Few: and Gentiles con- 


£ in the contempt 
NT I=nM for the ap- 


uld be made Man, and the Eternal die. The 
Fews eſteem'd it an intolerable Blaſphemy, and 
- without any Proceſs of Law were ready to ſtone the 
Joh-10:33* Lord Jeſus, That bring « man, he ſhould make himſelf 
equal with God, And they upbraided him in his 
s$ that he could not ſave himſelf. he be 
Mat. 27.42 the King. of Iſrael, let hims come down from the Groſs, 
and we will believe on him. The Gentiles —_ on 
_ Cop-1-35- the Goſpel as an abſurd ill-contrived Fable. 


vellet, ſeque of Fleſh, to be torn and trampled on. 
infumitate Their aet#r«[ Knowledg of the Deity on 
ret, ue paſſio- to think the Incarnation impoſſible. There is no 
nibus, ut 0- reſemblance of it in the whole compaſs of Nature, 
dei ple og —_ ſuppo jos. Bo. gone incompleat, 
ſubjiceret. capable of Perfetion by Jo aeney 
ne But that a Being infinitly Ycfe ould 

perſonal Union a peter xxxeadl to it. ſelf, | 

Heathens 'lookt on it as a Fable ana 

to "the model of the fictions concerning Danae, 
Caf ©"* Antioge, And the Done of our Seviours Death 

on the Croſs they rejetted as an im contume- 

lious to'God, They j it-incon with the 

TO and Happineſs of the Deity, to aſcribe to 
Him 
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Him that, . which is the . puniſhment of the - moſt - 
guilty and -miſerable. In the account of » carmel 
eaſon they thought more worthily of God by de- 
nying that of Him, which is —_— to the worſt 
of men. lg on —— ch Subtilty as he AA 
lice, urges all that- with -any appearance co ig. contra 
be objected againſt our Saviour, principally inſiſts on ©*/- Lib. 1. 
his Poverty. and Sufferings, the Meanneſs and Mi- 
ſery of his condition in the world. *Twas fit, ſaith ; 
-he, that the Sorwof God ſhould appear as the Sun, Ki\oG- 
which renders it ſelf conſpicuous by its own light : rea To) 
But the Goſpel having declared the Word to be the j=""<# 
Son of God,relates that he was 2 map of Sorrows,that *-%q bs - 
had no power to defend himſelf, and was deſerted by uy ou,94- 
his Father and Follgwers, ſcourged with Rods, 'and 57 was 
ſhamefully executed. He could not. reconcile {0-78 mileegs, 
many things that ſeem'd utterly incompatible, as # {4 m- | 
Sovereignty and Servitude, Innocence and Puniſh- "<7 my 
' ment, the loweſt of humane. Miſcries, Death, with © = 
the higheſt of divine Honours, Adoration, - Briefly, 
Nothing was more contrary to Fleſh and Blood,than 
to believe that perſon to be the Redeemer .of the 
World, who did- not reſcue himſelf from his Ene- 
mies , and to expe& Immortality from him ' that 
was. overcome by Death, Now the Cauſes of this 
Infidelity are, | off 
- 1, The Darkneſs of the Mind, which is fo cor- 
- rupted by Original Pravity, that it cannot behold 
Heavenly Myſteries-in- their proper light, ſo. as to 
acquieſce in the truth of them. The natural max 1 Cor.2-14- 
receives not the things of the Spirit of God ; for they 
are fooliſhneſs to him, and he cannot know them ; be- 
cauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned, There is no pro- 
portion - between the Natural Underſtanding and 
1 S 


Juper- 


790- The Harmony of the Divine Attributes. * 
Supematural./Fruths, 
Soul is a Spirit, as 'tis diſtinguiſhe from: corporeal 


Porphyrius, 


Maxinw, 


tainty. and delight. 
* Revelation to unyail the objeRt, ſo of Wiſdom to 


For-although the rations 


Beings, yet till 'tis purged from Errour, and vitious 
10ns, it can never. diſcover the-Divinity of 

Spiritual, ſo as to. embrace them with cer- 
As there muſt be a _ of 


enlighten the eye, that it may be prepar'd for the 
reception of it, As Heayen is only ſeen by its own 
Light, So-Chriſt is by his own Spyit. Divine Ob- 
je&s, and Faith that diſcerns them are, of the ſame 
original; and of the ſame: quality, The natural 
Underſtanding, - as the effects declare, is like the 
Funcral Lamps which by. the Antients were put 
into Sepulchers, to guard the of their dead 
Friends, which ſhine ſo long as they are kept cloſe, 
2 thick moiſt vapour feeding them, and iri 
what wasconſum'd : but in opening the ! 
and expoſing them to the free air, they y 
COn- 


;nc and expire. Thus a PL Or pr 
verſant in watching-wi dead, 
hraſe of the Antients, fevying the 
covers 


ings below, and 
that is in the 
Books of Men who have left the world, it 
j tis rather a. T wilight than clear; - 
But: when 'tis brought . from the narrow ſphere of 
things cx orgs Foncann, aac immenſity of 
things Spiri pernatural, its light declines, 
any pany into darkneſs... | light 
2. The Pride of the Humane Underſtanding, 
which diſdains to ſtoop to the height of theſe myſte- 
ries. *Tis obſervable, that who moſt excell'd 
iv Naterel Wiſdom, were the greateſt deſpiſers of 
Ewvangelicel Truths, - - The proud Wits of the World 
choſe rather to be Maſters of their own, than Scholars 
eo 


— 


to another. - They made Reaſon their 
Rule, and: Phi their higheſt Principle; and 
would not believe-what they could not d 
They derided Chriftizws as aptivesf 2 blind Belief, 


Revelation, the only means to conveigh the know- 
ledg of Divine Myſteries . tothem:; or Ts the 
Apoſtle, by way of ona Where is the 
wiſe man * Where is the Scribe * Where « the Diſputer 
of this world * God hath made the wiſdome of the woyld 
fooliſhneſs, As thoſe who arereally poor;zand would 
appear rich in the Pomp of. their Habits and Artten- 
dants, axe made poorer her enim ſo thoſe 

who were deſtitute of true Wiſdbm, and would ap- 
par wiſe in ma Reaſon the J of Divine 

evelation, and the laſt reſolution of a eres by 
that falſe affetation of Wiſdom, 
more fooliſh: By all their Diſputes —— Fu 
pearing abſurdities of the Chriſtian Religion, they 
= brought into a more learned D 

. The prejudices. which aroſe from Se aſeal Luſts 

hindered the Belief of the 5 As = carnal 
Underſtanding rebels ſublimity of its 
Dogtrine, ſo the car»! Appetite- againſt the purity 
of its-Precepts. - And acco to the Difj 


of Men'from whence they a, ſuch light th fire 


to dire them in aQing. The Goſpel is a Myftery 
of Godlineff, and thoſe who are under the love of 
Sin, chenſh an affected noagnns leſt the conen 
ſhould enflame Conſoience, by repre 

the deadly'guilt that cleaves to Sin, 

make'it uneafie, This account our Saviour gives pres 
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pa rations 


ge 
and | thei Faith as the effec of Folly; and rejeQted? m7 Ae 


we, 
Plato. 
I Cor. 19, 


20, 


the Infidelity of the world, That aven love dorkn:fo-Jot-3-19- 


rather than lighe, becanſe _ deeds arc evil, _ 
at 
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The Harmonyof the Divine Attributes 
that this was' the real cauſe, what ever was pre-. 
tended, 'is. clear, in that the Gerpi/es who oppoſed 
Chriſt, adored thoſe impure. Deities, whoſe infa- 
mous Luſts were acknowledged by them. And with 


'what-colour then could they reje&t our Redeemer 


becauſe. crucified? As if Vice were not more in- 
tibte with the Deity, than Suffcrings. 

Now though Reaſon enſlayd by | x gy and 
corrupted by Paſſion, deſpiſes the Goſpel, yet when 
'tis enlightned by Faith, it diſcovers ſuch a wiſe 
economy 1 it, that were it not true, it would-tran- 


ſcend the moſt noble created Mind to . invent it : 


'Tis ſo-much-above our moſt excellent Thoughts, 
that.no Humane Underſtanding would ever attem 
to feign it, with confidence of pggſuading the world 
into aBelief of it. How is it poſlible that ic ſhould 
be-contriv'd:by - natural Reaſon, fince no man can 
believe -it ſincerely when 'tis reveal'd;. without a 
ſupernatural! Faith, To confirm our Belief of theſe 
great and ſaving Myſteries, . I will ſhew how juſt it 
is, that the Underſtanding ſbould refign itſelf to Di- 
vine Revelation which hath made them. known. In 
order to-this,- we muſt conſider, | 

2. There are. ſome Docrines in the Goſpel, the 
Underſtanding could not diſcover, but -when they 


' are \reveal'd, it -hath a clear apprehenſion of 


them upon a rational account, . and ſees the charatters 
of Truth viſibly ſtampt on their Forehead... As the 
Dodrine of Satisfation to Divine Juſtice, that 
Pardon might be diſpens'd to repenting Sinners. For 
our. aature/ conception of God includes his infinite 
Purity and Juſtice; And when the deſign of the 
Goſpel is wade known, whereby he hath provided 
abundantly for the honour. ot thoſe ——_— 

taat 


in the Contrivance of Man's Redemption. 
that He doth the greateſt Good withont encouragi 
the leaſt Evil, Reaſon acquieſces and ackno 
this I ſought, but could not find, Now althoug 


5 
b 


the primary Obligation to believe ſuch Doctrinesari- | 


ſeth from Revelation, yet being ratified by-Reaſon, 
they are embraced with more Clearnels |by the 
Mind. : 

2. There are ſome Dodtrines, which as Reaſon 
by-its light could not diſcover; ſo when they are 
made known, it cannot comprehend 3+but' are 
by a clear: and neceſſary connexion joyn'd-with the 
other that Reaſon approves. As the Myſtery of the 
Trinity, and the Incarnation of the: Son of + God, 
which are the Foundations of the whole work of dur 
Redemption. The. Nature of God is repugnant to 
Plurality, there can be but one Eſſence, the na- 
ture of SatisfaQian requires a diſtintion oFPerſons : 
for he. that ſuffers as Fare; mult be di ind 
from the perſon of the oy Ayr nen' ati 
and no meer Creature is able by his obedient ſuffe- 
A bets rs of God, ſo that a Divine 
Pexſon afluming 


pable to make -that - ſatisfaQion;- which the'/Goſpel 
propounds and-Reafonr: conſents ro. Beſides, *tis 


clear that the Doctrine of the Trinity, that is; : of | 


three glorious Relations in the and-of: the. 


Incarnation, are moſt firmly connected with all the - 


rts of the Chriſtian: Religion, left in the. Writings 
, the Apoſtles, which torthep were confirmed. by 
Miracles, the Divine Signatures of their - certainty, . 
ſo they contain ſuch aurhentick -marks of theix Di- 
vinity, that right Reaſon cannot rejet them, 


. 3. "Whereas there. are three.Principles by which 
we apprehend things, . Senſe, Reaſon and Faith, 
| _ =". 
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The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 
theſe lights have their different objefts that muſt not 
Senſe is confin d to things matert- 
al, Reaſon conſiders things abſtratted from matter, 
Faith /the Myſteries revealed from Heaven : 
and theſe muſt not tranſgreſs their order. Sexſe is 

an incompetent judg of things abour which Reaſon 
is only converſant. Itcan only make a report of 
thoſe objects, which by their natural characters are 
py oy to-it, And Regfn can only diſ.ourſe of 

things within its {| natural things which 
derive from Reve on and are purely the ie objefts 
of Faith, 'are not within its territories and juriſ- 
diQion. ' +Thoſe Superlative Myſteries exceed all 
our intelleFu#al Abilities, 

'Tis true, the Underſtanding i is a rational Faculty, 
andevery ad of it isreally or in appearance groun- 
ded on Reaſon. But there isa wide difference be- 
tween the bo, a Dodrine by Reaſon, and the 

giving a reaſon 

tn. a we cine prove the Trizity by natural 
Reaſon, and the ſubtilty of the Schwl/m:r, who 
affect to give.ſome reaſon of all things, is here more 
prejudicial than-advantageous to the Truch: For he 
that pretends to maintain a point by Reaſon, and is 
unſucceſsful, doth weaken the credit which the Au- 
jo wr tp of Revelation gives. And 'tis conſiderable, 
Scripture in delivering ſupernatural truths, 
produces God's Authority as their only proof, - 
ave ey uſing any other way of arguing : But al- 
hogs: we cannot demonſtrate theſe Myſteries by 
on, yet we may give a rationalactount uhy we 
believe them. 

Is it not the higheſt Reaſon to believe the diſco- 

very that God hath made of Himſelf,-and his De- 


Crees 7 


we believe the truth of it. For 


l - 


| . 
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 cfees © For he perfetly knows his 0 »n Natureran1 
Will, anJ *tis impoſſible He thould "deceive us: 
This Natural Principle is the Foundation of Faith, | 
When God ſpeaks, it becomes Man'to hear. with 
Silence and Submiſfi i, His naked Word is as cer- 
tain as a Demonſtration, 
And is it not moſt reaſonable to believe, that the 
Deity cannot be fully unde ritood by us * The Sun 
may more calily be included ina ſpark of Fire, than 
the infinite Perfe&tions of God be 'comprehended 
by a finite Mind; + The Ang:/s who dwell fo near 
the Fountain of Light, cover their faces in & holy 1c;, 5. .. 
Confuſion, not being able to comprehend” Him.. 
How much leſs can Man in this- earthly ſtate, diſtant 
from- God, and oppreſt' with a of--Fleſh, 
Now from hence it follows.;. . | 
I. That Ignorance of the manner how Divine 
Miforic: exiſt, -is no ſufhcient Plea for Infidelity, 
en the Scriptgre reveals that. they are. For 
Reaſon. that is limited and refirai'd;  cannoeFrame* 
a Conception that is commenſurate to py 7 and 
Power of God,” This will appear more clearly by 
Nature, certainty of which we believe, but the 
manner we cannot underſtand : As that his Eſſence Tafnitus, im- 
and Attributes are the ſame, withour the leaſt ſhadow/prnws & 
of compoſition, yet his Wiſdom and Power are to: quantus ef 
our apprehenſions diſtin&t; and his PR: Frag 
ſticein ſome manner oppolite.. That his Eſſence" istclletum: 
intire in all places, yet not terminated inany.” Thar Four: .. 
He is above the Heavens, and beneath the Earth, fies 6: cum: 
yet hath no- relation. of high or low, diſtant or $s"* =itims- 
near, That He penetrates all ſubſtances, bat is ft 
mixed with none. That he underſtands, yer re- fic, Af. 
| ccives. 
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1iTim- 3-16+ 


Joh. 1:14. 


2 Cor. 10.5: 


ma 


ceives no Ides's within Himſelf , . that He wills, yet * 
hath no motion that carries -Him out of - Himſelf , 
That in Him Time hath no Succeſſion, that which is 
paſt is not gone, and that which is future, is not to 
come. That He loves without Paſhon, is angry 
without Difturbance , repents without Change. 
Theſe Perfe&tions. are above the capacity of Reaſon 
fully to underſtand, yet efſential to the Deity. Here 
we muſt exalt Faith, and abaſe Reaſon, Thus in 
the Myſtery of the [ncarnation, that two ſuch diſtant 
Natures d compoſe oxe Perſon, without the 
confufion of Properties, Reaſon cannot reach unto, 
but *tis clearly reveal'd -in the Word : Here there- 
fore we muſt obey, not enquire. | 

The Obedience of Faith is, to embrace an obſcure 
Truth with a firm afſezt, upon the account of a D-- 
vine teſtimony. If Reaſon will not «ſſent toReve- 
lation, till it underſtands the manner how Devine 
things are, itdoth not obey it at al. The Under- 
ding then ſincerely ſubmits, when 'tis enclin'd 
by” thoſe- motives, which demonſtratechat ſuch a Be- 


. lief is due to the Authority of the Revealer, and to 


the quality of the. Objet. To believe only in pro- 
portion to our narrow conceptions, is to diſparage 
the Divine Truth, and debaſe the Divine Power. 
Wecan't know what God can do, He is Omnipotent, 
—_—_— are not omniſcient { 'Tis juſt we ſhould 
humble ous Ignorance to roe evmge And. that 

magination, and hieh thing that exalts i#t- 
rm 44.4 or rumrS of Ged ſboald be caſt down, 
and every thought captivated into the ob:aience of 
Chriſt. Tis our wiſdom to receive the great My- 
ſeries of the Goſpel in their {implicity : for in at- 
tempting t6 give an exaR and curious rrgionge of 
tnem, 


| Underitanding a3im-20 Hodg of Thoms; 

the more it Rives, ' the wore 'ris wounded and in 
Gods Ways ave av far above vars, and bu 
Thanghts dbove irs, as Heaven is above the Earth, 
Lape.exr" yn QF REO isnot only -to 


Reaſon, which acknow- 
bs it Cf fine AY ene to fearth out the 4b 10> 


nigh) ro perfection. 
We are obliged to believe thoſe Myferies that 
are tens delivered in , notwithſtanding 


thoſe ſeeming Contradiions wherewith ma 
be rey of In the objetts of Senſe, Arey ton 
rances doth not leflen the certainty 
Stars to our fight ſeem but gfitering 
eden yet they are immenſe Bodies. 
one thing to be afaved of a Truth, wo os > 
ſwer all the is calc he fr, che A mean 
—— is ſecond is 
ſo difficult, that in clear -things the profoundeſt Ph# 
hfophers may not be able to untie. Athe intricate 
knorty Obje@tions which may be Wo 
them, "Tis ſufficient the Belief of 
Myfteries is built on the Veracity A Pow of Cod: 
this makes them prademtly- credible. This reſolves 
41 doubts, and produces fuch 2 ſtabiliry of Fpiric 
as nothing can fhake. A ſincere Believer is 
aſſured , That all oppoſition againſt Revealed 
Truths is fallations, «though he cannot diſcover 
the Fallicy, Now the tranfeendent Myfteries of 
the Chriſtien Religion , the Trinity of Perſons in 
the Divine Nature, the Internation of the Son of 
God, areclearly and w_ ſecdown i" Word, 
and although ſubtile an{4 obſtinate Opponents 


have uſed-many guilty Arts -ituins fr; enrat 
e 


es ne te Bo » 


. fions, deny-them as meer 


The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 
thoſe Texts of Scriptere, in putting an _ inferiour 
ſenſe upon - and have rackt them,with violence 
to make them ſpeak according to their prejudices, 
yet all is in vain, . the Evidence of Truth is viQori- 
ous. 'A_ Heathen who conſiders not the Goſpel as a 
Divine Revelation, but een as a Dottrine deli- 
vered in Writing, and yudges of its ſenſe by natural 
Light, will acknow|l at. thoſe things are deli-. 
vered .in. it, And notwithſtanding thoſe who uſurp 
a Sovereign Authority -to themſelves, to judg of 
Divine Myſteries —_ to their own apprehen- 

ontraditions, yet they 
can never conclude xv lngoine | Fo no certain 
Argument can be a ainſt the being of a: 
thing, - without a clear EEE of its nature ow 
although we may underſtan4 the nature of Man, we 
do not” the Nature of God, the Qeconomy ' of the 
Perſons, and his Powet to unite himſelf to a Nature 
below Him, 173303; (3705600 1; 
'Tis true'no Article of Faith is really repugnant 
to Reaſon, for God is the Author of Natural, as 
well as of Supernatural Light, and He cannot con- 
tradit Himſelf : they are emanations from Him; 
and though different, . yet not deſtruQtive of cach- 
other,” But we muſt diſtinguiſh between thoſe things 
that are above Reaſon and incomprehenſible, and 
thoſe things that are againſt Reaſon and utterly 
inconceivable : . Some things are above Reaſon in 
regard of. their tranſcendent excellency, or diſtance 
from us, the Divine Efſexce, the Eternal Decrees, 
the Hypoſtatical Union are ſuch high-:and glorious 
objes, that it is- an impoſſible» enterpriſe to com- 
prehend them : the zntellefual Eye is' dazled with 
their overpowring Light, 'We can bave-but an im- 
| and perfect 
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in the Comrivance of Max's Redemption, 


perfe&t knowledg of them: And: there is no juſt 
way gc 


that Supernarural ' Revelation 


ſhould ſpeak incomprehenſible things of God. - For 


He is a ſingular and admirable Being, infinitly above 
- the are marr of Na:ure, The Maxims of 
Philoſophy are not to be extended to Him, - We muſt 
adore what we cannot fully underſtand : But thoſe 
things are -againſt Reaſon, and utterly inconceiva- 
ble;- that involve a OG and _ a natural 
-repugnancy. to our Underſtandings, which cannot 
Loy thing that is formal impoſlible : And 
there i5"\no ſuch Doctrine in the Chriſtian Reli- 
ion. 

: 2, We mult diſtinguiſh. between Reaſon corrup- 
ted, and right Reafqn, | Since-the Fa,” the clear- 
neſs of the Humane Underſtandi is loſt, 
and the light that remains is ec/ipſedby the interpoſi- 
tion.of ſenſuatluſts, The carnal Mind cannot out of 
. Ignorance, and will not from Pride and other. malig- 
. nant habits receive. things ſiritzal. And from hence 
ariſeth many ſufpicipns and doubts, (concerning 
ſupernataral Verities)the ſhadows of darknedReaſon, 
and of dying Faith. If any Divine Myſtery ſeems in- 
credible, *ris from the corruption of our Reaſon, not 
. from Reaſon it ſelf, from ics daikneſs, not its light. 
And as Reaſon is obliged to corre& the- Ertors 
of Senſe, when 'tis deceived cither by ſome vicious 
quality in the orga, or-by the diſtance of the ebje#, 
or by the falſneſs of the medium, that corrupes the 
image in” conveying ' of ite - So-'tis the office of 
. Faich to. reform the judgment of Reaſon; when ei- 
. ther from irs own weakneſs, or the heighe of things 
Spiritual, 'tis {miſtaken about-them. © For this end 
ſupernatural Revelation was given, not to extinguiſh 

LY = Reaſon; 
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dom 


Reaſos, but #0 redreſs. it, and. enrich it with the 


if of Heavealy things, Faith:is called Wil 
Knowledg : ic doth not quench the vigour 
of tbe Faculty wherein 'tis ſeated, but elevates it, 


and gives/it a ſpiritual prerep2ion of thoſe things that 


are moſt diſtant from its commerce, It doth not 
lead us through a miſt to the inheritance of the Saints 
in light. Faith is a rational Light: For 

x. Ir ariſes from the conſideration of thoſe Argu- 
ments which convince the Mind, that the Scriptnre 
is a Divine Revelation : 1 kzow, faith the Apoſtle, 


2 Tim-1.12 whows 1 have believed, And we are commanded 
| 1 Pet. 3-15» Alwaies tobe -q- to give an account of the hope that is 
e 


in rs. Thoſe that owe their (hr:/ftianity meerly to 
the Felicity of their Birth, wgthout a fight of thar 
tranſcendent es ray in our Religion, - which 
evidences that it came from Heaven, donor believe 
aright, As the Eye that is clouded with a Sufigfon, 
ſo thatall chings appear yelowto it, when it judges 
things tobe gelow that are fo, its 3 is vitious: 
Becauſe it proceedsnor from the quality of the object, 
but from its own indiſpoſition. So thoſe that be- 
lieve the Goſpel upon a falſe Principle, becaule 'tis 
the Religion of their- Country, though in its ſelf 
the of Truth, yet they are not right Believers, 
'Tis not Judgment but Chance that enclines them 
to embruceiit. The Turks upon the ſame reaſon are 
zealous woarics of Mahomet, as they are Diſci- 
ples of Chriſt, | 

2. Faith makes uſc of Reaſon to confider what 
Dadtrines are revealed in the Seripture, and code- 
duce thofe Conſequences which have a clear connexi- 
-©8 gore Yr Principles. Thus Reaſon is 
an t_ inſtrument to diftinguith thoſe things 


-which 
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which weof a erp art res 7 
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of F , - md mr ont bon 1-10 024 
of Patel 'eeas Yeakier yr pages olate, which 
is but ws rs ey Sega reg 
an Error, by the ſole Dna wa of falling 
one, as thoſe =_ - —_—_ ear of — hens = —ornns 
ate-commended for ſearching the Scriptures, 
whether the Doitrines they heard were conſent an:085 to 
them; But 'tis a neceſfary Duty chat Reaſon, 'how 
ſtiff ever, ſhould fully comply with God, where ic 
teaſonable that He -hath co 
Briefly,” The richeſt Ornament che Creature is 
par c4 and the moſt excellent effe& of iris, the 
—__ weakneſs of our Underſtanding: This 
temper of Soul that prepares it for Faith: 
CEE Cn, 
reveal'd to us inthe Wotd:: byfi- 
Lak proveeds from the want of confideration, and 
hinders that ſo much as Pride :- Partly, 
as it Rops. all curious enquiries into 
which/are unſearchable:and principally as it efiritles 
to the Promiſe, God will inſhru& give Grace to 
the humble. The knowledg of Heaven; as well as 
rhe dom of Heaven is the inheritance of the 
in Eteie. A ater progreſs is made'in the 
ne ne he of theſe MyReries by humble 
Prayer, y Fro by the moſt anxious ſtudy. As at 
Court, an hour of PFayour is worth a years atten» 
dance, Man cannot acquire fo much as God can 


Pau as Hamility, ſo Holincfs pr the Soul 
for the receiving of Supernarwal T The Un- 
'derſanding. 


of Religion, which 4s oaly'the fruit 
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, marrified, the Sou! 264 the beſt di 
-ceive Divine. Revelation. He that 
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, 


derſtanding is clarified by thi tion of the 
. Heart.” *Tis' not the: difficulty: power wm, of 
 things'revealq,. that: isthe real io of Infidelity, 
4Aince:men- believe other things upar- far-leſs Evi- 
denee ;- but 'tig+the prejudice of the lower Facnlties 
that hinders them. . When all Aﬀe&ions toin-are 
Itton tO re- 
th the will of 
God, ſhall kinaw, whether the Derine of the op 
Came: from Heaven. 
"0 "Spitir: of God Is the alone Indruger of yk 
Spiripof Man; in theſe Myſteries, ſo as to produce | 
a Saving. Belief of them. That Knowledg is 
more: clear -avd ſatisfying, that we have by: his 
Te 0, than : by our own. Learnj \Thie 
Rational Mind. way "diver the Liter Scnſe: of 
the: ions in the Goſpel, + and--may: yield-a 
-naked- aſſent - to. the. truth of chem , - byt®gwithouc 
ſupernatural \njadintion by.t the Spirit ok Life, there 
can be: no-trinsforming and ſaving :and 
Belicf of them), And & as = vaſt expanſion of -Air 
that. is about. us, doth not preſerve Life, bur that 
part Which we breath in, ſo-tis not the. compaſ;' of 
our Knowledg and.Beliet (though it were. equal to 
the whole revealed Will of Ged)- that is vitel.rothe 
Soul, but that which 1s practiſed by us. . The Apo- 
file airh, Though he had the underſtanding of all My- 
ary and all Knoreledg, and-all Faith, yet if it _—_ 
Joyned with Love, the Principle of Obedicncey ir 
table; - There is the ſame difference be- 


were 


tween the Speculative Knowledg of theſe Myſteries, 

and that which is Aﬀe@ionate and Operative, as be- 

tween the-wearing of Pearls. for Ornament, and-.the 

Feng of them as a Cordial to revive the faloting 
wits. 
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in the Contrivance of Man's Redemption. 143 
_ »* In; ſhort, - Such a Belief is required, as -ptevai 
upon the Will, and draws the Afﬀections, andren- 
. -.'$ the whole Man obſequiozs to the Goſpel, ': For 
ha Faithis alone anſwerable to the quality.of rhe 
Revelation. The Goſpel is not a 1neer Narrative,but 
a Promiſe. Chriſt is nat repreſented only as an in- 
nocent Perſon dying, but as the Son of God dying 
to'deliver Men from Sin, and the effects of it. . The 
falles Angels may underſtand: and believe it without 
any Afﬀections, being unconcern d in it : To them 
'tis a naked Hiſtory, but to Men 'tis a Promiſe, and 
cannot be rightly received, without the moſt ardent 
. Aﬀe@tions. This is a faithful'S aying,. and worthy of 
all acceptation, That Feſus Chriſt came into the world to 
ſave Sinners. + *Tis eſſentialWgood, us trucy its 
Sweetneſs and Profitare equal to its Certainty : Sq 
that it commends it ſelf to all our Faculties. 
' i There are ſevere and fad Truths,-hich are at- 
; co -- omaEII 2-p03 and [the Mind- is , 
averſe from receiving them: As the Law which like 
Lightning terrifles the Soul with its amazing Bright- 
neſs , and there are pleaſant zllyſions which haveno 
ſolid Foundation : And as, Truth- doth-yot delight 
the Mind, unleſs uniced ro' Goodneſs, ſuch" as 15 
ſuitable to its Palate, ſo Goodneſs doth not affe& 
the Will unleſs it berrel,., Now: the Doarine of 
the Goſpel is as certain. ag*the Lov, and. infinirly 
more ..comfortable. thaw alb-the Inventians of Men, 
'Tis.in the knowledg of it alone that. thefenlible and 
conſidering Soul enjoys pertc& Satisfaftion and, the FR 
moſt compoſed Reſt, *Tis evident-that the Under. 
ſtandingdoth not behold theſe Truths in their proper 
Lghc,. when the 'Will doth not embrace,.them,. Fx 
the rational Appetite follows the lat Agent of 
. | 
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the Mind. When the Aps6k had a powerful Con- - 


vidtion. of The Excall:; the Knowledy of C / 
this made hun ſo- «ame þaeruarmons. A, <a 
For 'this reaſon, thoſe who are only Chrifians in 


Title, Having s forms of Godlineſs and denying the 
power of it, are TINS 4. ay {tiled : 
k: being impoſſible thar thoſe who truly and heartily 


believe this great Myſtery of Godlineſs, thould re- 
main  'Tisa ſtrong and cffe&ual 

that deſcends from the Brain to the Heart and Life, 
that denominates us true Believers: So that when 
the Death of Chriſt is propounded as the cauſe of. 
our Reconciliation with God, the wonder of the . 
Myſtery doth not make 'it' incredible: when 2s the 
reaſon of the Mortihation of our Luſs, the Plea- 
ſures of Sin do not diſguife its horrour : When Sal- 
vation is offer'd upon our accepting of Chriſt for 
ovir Prince and Saviour, the Soul is raviſht with' its 
Beaury, and - chooſes ic for an cverlaſting' porti- 
On, 


To conchade, The Dodrine of the Goſpel clearly 
diſcovers its Divize Original : 'Fis fo reaſonable 
in ieſelf, and profitable to us, ſo ſiblime and cle- 
vated above Man, yet hath ſuch an admirable agree- 
ment with Natura/ Truths,*'tis ſo perfeftly cor- 
reſponding in all its pagts; that without affe&ed 
Obſtinacy 10 man. cart reject it, And if after the 
open revelation of it we are ſo ſtupid and wicked, 
as not to ſee its Saper/ative Excellency, and 
not to receive it with the Faich, Love, and Obe+ 
dience which is due tout, what contempt is this of 
that infinite Wiſdom which contriv'd the aſtonithing 


Divine 


_ wa 
4 — _ 


in the Cimrivance of Man's Redenptins; | 
Divine ing, as if it had been employed 


from Eternity about a'matter of no moment, and 
pen doeas "6 wo gem rey and Ac- 
ceptance ©” Then it will juſtly S Ore 
. ſevere onithenent than che Hell of LG 
Heathens, who are ſtrangers to' Supernatural My- 
ſeries. 
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din our Re tion in reſpect 


os ron The Greckef of it amplifie 


its freenefi 


AI an 


the con- 


fideration of the original and object of it, Gods per- 


fedtly happy in Himſelf, and needs not the Creature to 
pre erre or heighten his felicity. The glorious reward 

our Saviour doth not prejudice the free- 
»e he Toe Ma, There was no tie por (God 
—% Man. The Objei# of Mercy is Ms in his 
lapſed ftate, Tis 4 laftrated by the loa of what 
he is. in bimſelf. % motives of love are in him, He 
is 4 rebel impotent and ph The freeneff of 


ny rig with the 


ett irremediable miſery, 
i-th ft ſtate, fi fall, and punihaens. "7 


The Reaſons 
Wiſdons of God made no provifion for their 


L h all the Divine Attributes are 
\ de Die pr 15 ge 6.17 


exceed = in their exerciſe and cﬀfects, 
mars rye ith peculiar ad _ 
in e wl vantages above 
the reſt. Til Got natural off. ſpring, ke » he is ſtiled 
the Father of M-rcies. 'Tis his dear Attribute, that 
which he places next to himſelf, He is proclainrd 

Exod. 34-6: the Lord God > reg wx Merciful, 'Tis his deli 
Mccb,.1t. Mercy pleaſes him . "Tis his Treaſure, he is ric + 
"p9 4 Mergy 'Tis his triumphant Attribute, and the ſpe- 


glory. And Mercy is repre- 


cial 


.. 


- ou hangin, 
tndatas "The actzof ls Wifloos, Jather, 
tnd Power were is tnderey the hiring SF AL | 
ny /-y mores Aron dm oe w 


we ſhall find in it = o—_ of the 
cipully conſider ewo things wherein this pool ver 
os pong 4 ve war bog reeneſs, and the Great. 
neſs of it, The Freeneſs of this Mercy will appear 
by conſidering the original, and obje@ of it. 

1, The is God: and the notion of a Dei- 


ty includes in perfeQions, ſo that it neee(arily 
follows that he hath no need of the creatures ſervice 
to preſerve or his felicity, If chow be righ- 


reons, what thew him ? or what rectiverh he of 
thine hand ? From Eternity he was without external 


rd Inppedens) Loeny 
but to God « million of Worlds add nothing. 


0h op mbybo ere 


there was no pai 

Jo? by 

and 

im cle do pecols hm a, rom 
more in him, 4s 

of all things, and the obedience of Aged end Men 
is of nq advantage to God, ſo the 1 of in 


izent Rebels cannot leſlen his Blefſedneſs, fo 
fnneſt, what dot theu y_ hims ? or tf thy tre 
2 
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ſions 


Wordkbloſtvits dayinaf 
- do'not eſteem hias for ih isGueat- 
and love 1 for lis Gooduels, tis-no injurjn-t6 
Se averh ren oo erth, 
he fire Horakes Gar) is require fubje@tion rom his 
that his Goodneſs inay-take from 
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ls Ef fer and. 
Mat. 19. 17. vials ve lies ev 


of the perfection 
By ngormera matiner, oo pre 


of his goodneſs, which are-meerly : 
fit” of the receiver. | He's any 67 SF 


Afi expe of Service fre por af 
; FER and pe . Humane 


ho! "week hyp COP > wav the 
ga God to do fo much for our TECOVETYs Bf: 
ty were Gm prowl vithour ours | 


L d 11H 211] 5c 
Heb.12. we of > Ys ee, urn pa I that 


* we before him, endured the Croft defpifing ſhone 


” _- bas " 


in the Cotrivance of Man's Redemption. 


and is ſet down at the right hand of the throne of God :- 


but he was not firſt drawn tothe undertaking: of that 
hard ſervice by. the intereſt of the reward, For if we 
conſider him in his Divine Nature, | he was the ſecond 


Perſon in the Ttinity, equal to the firſt, he poſſeſt 


all che Supreme Excellencies of the Deity, -and by 
aſſuming. our Nature the only gain he purchas'd to 
himſelf, was. to-be capable. of loſs for the accom- 
pliſhing our Salvation, Such was the Grace of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, that being, rich, yet for our ſates h: 
becam: poor, that we through his poverty might be made 
rich. And although his humane Soul was encoura- 
get by the Glorious recompence the Father -promi- 


ed, - to make him King and Judge of the Worl?;, - 


yet his Love to Man was-not kindled from that” con- 


fideration,neither is it leſſened by his obtaining of it, . 


For immediately upon. the union of the humane Na- 
ture to the Eternal Son, the Higheſt Honour was due 


to him, When the firſt-begotten was brought into 


the World, [twas ſaid, Let allthe Angels.of God wor-. 


ſbip him. The Sovereign Power in Heaven and Earth Hb-1-6- - 


was his inheritance, annext to thedignity of his Pri- 
mogeniture : the Name above every name was a pre- 
ferment due to his Perſon. He voluntarily renounc'd' 
his right for a time,and appear'd in the form of s Ser- 
vant upon Qur.account,. that by humbling himſelf he 
might accompliſh our Salvation... He entred into Glo- 
ry, after a courſe of Sufferings, becauſe the. Oeconomy 
of our Redemption ſo requir'd, but his original title 
to.it was by the perſonal union. To illuſtrate this by 
a lower inſtance : the Mother of Moſes.was call'd to 
be his Nurſe by Pharaohs Daughter, with the pro- 
miſe-of a reward, as if ſhe had no relation tohim 
Now. the.pure:love of a. Mother, not the gain of 2 
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nim na- : 
eras bores Re pri 
nou propter 
emit cupi- 
Pajjis 
quia benef. 
cere enm de- 
. deflavit, non 
quia incre- 
mentumGlo- 
rie ex ſua 


paſſione - 


- Chriftus e- 41g her Milk. 


"the Hermony of the Divine Attribatti 
was the motive that inclin'd her to nouriſh - 
Thus the Love of Chriſt was 
aQive cauſe that made him liberal to us 
of his : neither did the juſt expeRation of the 
reward take off from it. 
The Sum is : the efſenceof Love confifts in defi- 


$a ring the good of another without reſpe& toour ſelves; 


pong —__— more free, 4s Oe we 
ive to another,is profitable, or more dama pgeable 
—_ Now Men 'tis impoſſible that to a 
vertuous benefatour there ſhowld not redound a 
double Benefit. 

I. From the Eternal Reward which God hath pro- 


4 rebat. , 
AmbroC mifed, And, 


fidering there was no tye 
Grace fir 


2. From the Internal Beauty of an honeſt ation, 
which the Philoſopher affirms, doth exceed any loſs 
that can befal us. For if one dyes for his Friend, 

et be loves himſelf moſt, for he would not chuſe to 
be leſs vertuous than his Friend, and by dying for 
him he excels him in Vertue, which is more valuable 
gs each? ene; ferhetng iefierty Wify al 

e couldaccrue ; 

ha ee there can be no __ 
Felicity or Vertues by any external emanation 
His Love was for our profic, not his own. 
2. The freeneſs of Gods Mercy is evident by con- 
upon him todifpence it, 
ly taken differs from Love: for that may 
be a Debr, and withont injuſtice not denied, There 
are inviolable obligations on Children to Love theit 
Parents ; and duty leſſens deſert: the performance of 


it doth not ſo*much deſerye praiſe, as the negle& 


merits cenſure and reproof, But the Love of God 
to Man-is a pure, free, and liberal Aﬀection, my | 
ue 


for thou haſt created th 
art and evan Ie 
hdres 'with- CR 


to Frag "Twas Grace that 
by iſe,) and imade him as a viſible God. 

in the lower World. And if Grace alone” 

benefics © innocent Creatures, much moreto thoſe. 

who are obnoxions to: juſtice : the firſt.mas free, 'buc 

this: meraiful; And this eads to-the Sou oals 

dexation; whickrexalcs 


1715 9 Rainy: 


object,rthe- wretched and unworthy, and: it produ-. 


_ and medigdinal, 


40d l li 
rater among. ee fr Tis 
thaz crowns the but 'ris 


a-peculiar cha»! 
Mercy, the Santty-- 


| 155  WheHurhiowyif the Divine Attributes 
Rom:3-24+ | free his Grace : By —_— wn are feved: Grace 
Eph-2.5- er cp is come” by Feſue Chriſt : 'tis the Grate = 
Jol-1-17- God that brings. Satvation. Aa this is plorio 
6217. manifeſted. towards Man in that, 7, confdered in 
himſelf -he: is altogether unworthy of it,” 2; As | 
compared with- the: fallen Angels, who are left un- 
der perfc& irremediable Miſery. 
Firſt; Man conlidered in himſelf is unworth of 
the. Faygur-of God, The uſual Motives of 
are, | 
x. The Goodnels of things or pros This is 
Fe © proper alletive of the Rationa Ln There 
is ſuch a raviſhing Beauty in it, that it powerfully 
..calls forth; Aﬀecttion. When there is an union'of 
amiable-qualities in a Perſon, every one finds'an 
Ned Diſpoition hath 
2. ormity in tion a 
_ ie of et: Love, | Reſemblance is eps 
- mw in Nature: Sal Plants thrive 


pe ether: . Senſitive Creatures 'aſſo- 
ciaes;-thigh thoſe their kind. ' And Love which'is 
an. affetionate Union, and: a voluntary Band, is 


beſt cauſed by a Similitude in rms in The 

Harmony of 'Tempers is the ſtrongeſt and ſweeteſt 

tye of Friendſhip. | 

-* 3+ Love is an innocent and powerful charm to 

Tibi monſtra- uce Love-: 'tis of univerſal Virtue, : and known 

bo IE all the World. - None are of ſuch an unnatural 

mento, fire Hardneſs, but-they are -ſoftned and "Sls hi: 

Herbi fre fion-from/it, Now there are none of theſe i 

Cumine, k Wents to encline God to' love Man, co 

i lity he was utterly deſtitute 'of : N EXE os 

amiable was'in. him: - Nothing te D YMrmity and 

equents,  The-Love of God makes us amiable, 

but 
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Ho bolts 2k foe hs Sie to 's = 
our Sins.  'We wese Rebels againſt 
enmity with the Prince of Like yet 1 


ll 6 _.- 
will further appear that our Sitfalfod comes 


from 


ere þ, 's, OY. A tun then Chriſt dhed 
for 4 Manis a deſpicable Creature,ſo weak that he 
. ar, the, EE of. a. worm, and yet. ſo. 


t Heaxey. How 


Belides, R 
their Prince Fo Vie nes Gil their Tears 
and op ene the teſtimonies of their R 
cance: but Man perliſted in his A; 
the pods none efiance if his hands. (his Ch 
trampled on 'his Laws and deſpiſed his 
Deity, yet then the Lord of. Hoſt became the God of 
peace., In ſhort, there.was nothing to call forth the 
Divine Citi but our miſery.: The Breach be- 
gan on Man's. part, but Reconciliation. = 
ercy; 


lis of Heaven affeQing nt tate, 

He di oncd his BonepQor,lecieNe his benefirs. 

And in the ſame moment. he with his oe | 
dame Gil ; 

mot 
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5 +1 151] 1 IN IANS INELIPSs | 


"STE =P = % 
ry vr orgy 


z % ” v4 ” 
have:nothing to Hope, 
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eheir-rorment': "for when the 'Liide Randing 


wants'# word beond Death to fe i forth.” "This, 
the condition of the finnin 


Angels, nd Gi might 
er ade rye n, a — o Od ink | 


"Fierce there-are many fr ; 006 he Fg 
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®'s, The Mal nity oFikeir 8 
was the <l 
that th 


of Heayen, 
Merey.” As = the —_ ID 51 fs = ar 
hand |, thatis; not'oar 0 Ignorance'or Tmbe > Heb. 9.7» 
all eaſe rheir Pafſions,: bur " 
ifed the Command; Viketr | 
16/2; no Sacrifice 'was a "It. 
And ; thongh the Declaration of werey, 
_ thoſe who {in the: -great Tranfgreffion 
alinſt the- Holy Ghoſt, * Now of fach'a nature : 


Was. 3 


and "INEP 
oe 1 NUM, 

of ;Heb. 1C+ 26, 
27428, 29+» 
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... Belides, es, they. are wholly. þirs- 

pry ij ly i Aa WP. _ fo 
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es of their. Will : = ASS, Humans 


= is more {low by its «zioz withthe Body. And 


TV ame ke i of yr thei lin-is, that 


oh Mas re 


wition or. 


 Tempeerand were ; nor 


| by s Ser 
e fl by anothers q*- 4 ſohe 
is _—_ aF; anothers Merit, 
| The  Ange/ical Nature was' not entirely lot; 
of ble Ev; ſtill continue in the 
en d Glory, and for evepal cribe 
incommunicable Honour, 
which is due to-Him, and perfeQly do his Command. 
ments, Burt all Mankind was bt: in Adam, and no 
Religion was left in the lower world. 
Now although in theſe and other oelpaty! it was 
moſt conſiſtent with the Wiſdom and Juſtice of 
God, to conclude them under an irrevocable Doom, 
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yet the principal cauſe that enclin'd him to ſave 


Man, was meer and perfet Grace. * The Law mad/ 
no diltintion, but awarded che ſame Punithmery: 


Mery 


in the Contrivance of Max's Redempoton; © 
alone made the difference : and the reaſon of 
that is in ayers or oe Mo of them fell Sacrifices 
to Juſtice, and guilty Man was ſpared; 'Tis not 
rs whe. of our. Natures, for Man: in his 
Creation was lower than. the Angels, nor-upon the 
account of Service, for they having more. eminent. 
Endowments. of Wiſdom and Power might have - 
brought | py honour Ooes nor for ow Inno- 
cence, for t hough not equally, yet wehad h 

offended Him : But i mak be teltvedlarentce «4 
which paſſeth Kynowledg, *Twas the unaccountable 


Pleaſure of God that prefrr'd babes beferethe wiſeand 

prodent : Ar Pagina: Grace is moſtglorious, Hein penn 

20; wiſe took the neture- of va immortal PO 
ts Fry art yo 


Spirits ; He did not put 
and: break the force of their Fall, He did nothing - 
for their relief, they are under. avallazed wrath : but 
. H+ took the Seed of Abraham, and plants anew Co- 
lony, of thoſe. who (| from the Earth, in.the 
Heayenly Country, to fill up the vacant places of 
thoſe. Apoſtete Spirits. This is juſt matter of our- 
higheſt admiration, why the milder Atrribure is ex- 
erciſed towards Man, and the ſeverer on them : 
Why the velſels of c/zy are choſen, andthe yeſlels 
of. Gold negletted? How. can; we. refle&t upon. it- 
without the warmeſt Aﬀections to our Redeemer ? 
We ſhall. never fully underſtand the.Riches of di- 
ſti ling. Gret,. 5 ne Forte. ot ha their 
Judg, and recave. us. into the Kingdom of Joy and: 
19S. and condemn them to an Eternal Separation . 
from his Preſence. | 
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>. WEE et forth from, the Caf 2s 


«fied = = ph of his enduring 5 tt. 
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Fr {699 or the "Love his Father towards 
"Hin" "thy Dedth' of the Croſs confidercd, with 
oe 6 ike ot Tit Tor ment that vc di in 


Father '2»4 of Chriſt anger; 
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. fidering- the Evils from Sick we are freed. 
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God is 


T4 next Circumſtance to be conſidered in the 


And this 


is deſcribed by the Apoſtle in all the dimenſions which 


can 


pe yo one 


- luke Love; 


== vponicy and women 1 ſo far nnd lr Gr 


with a ſuperlative Aﬀettion 


9+. * redeing on the mighty Evil rom which 
2 .The means by which our Redemption is accom- 
3. Thatexcellene State to which we gre advanced Fs 


our 
'T, If we reflc® upon the honour 4Coue anion) 


ſtate, it will the 
livenbd aw, Thict havein © ——_— 
oboe tric eres it. Man by tiis 


rebellion had forfeited Godsfavour, and che honour 


and injoyedin Paradiſe. And as there vs 

ys 7 mg ern and-miſery, he 
thar falls from the "Throne ſtops lorry repent Gm 
the bottom, ſo when Man ſell rom God and the dig- 
niry.of bis innocent ſtare, he became exrregmly m1- 
ſetable. IC: oO —_— 


2163 The Hun f the Divine«dwriiaters: 
of Satan, the bondage ofthe Laan the empire of 


A —- 


true. what on ito, mage. 
of Serpents-in Africa,” Duantus nominum tantus mor- 
Fijerms FNGOMSCT 165 ) wag 160 rt Lreg $4 And 

Mat.6-24 526 man £an ſerve two , as; the Oracle of 
* Truth tells us, how wretc in chofleveryof Nan, | 


whoſe —_——_— oppo, thatin obeying one, he 


cannot eſcape:the laſh of many- impetious Maſters, 
He ith a of luſts. And as 
IS Sn 


into the fire, and ſometimes into the water; 'fo is-he 
hurried by the fury of contrary paſſions,” - This ſer- 
vitude to:fin'is_in all 'reſpetts compleat.- For thoſe 
hed iNare a ned y ret 
| of ves : | 
Pal. 51. theſe kindsof title to man, ES born 
Rom 7+ hes ſold wnder himſelf to do evil. 
Ua. 28-15. arab ſold re into the-pofſeſſion of the 

buyer;-—ſo the ſinner exchanging himſelf for the 
pleaſures of fin, is under its power. Original fin took 


our nature; and -a@tual of our lives. 

He -orwt ems of corruption roy ho it : 
, 9. fare 4 M15 AVETCOME, 6 fame he is ht 
—_—— in bondage. 5 aging 3 As gore 
ſhve is more fweet and leſs ſervile than thatof 2 fin- 
ner. Forthe ſevereſt tyranny is exerciſed only upon 
Slaves are the body,the ſoul remains fret in the midſt of chains; 
cale{od14- bus the erat 16 es the Sonl, the. moſt 
Bev.18.18, at and defaces the bright character of the 
* Deity » 
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uybeaids him for. his folly, and adds derifion 
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emption ſervitude by death, irextends irs 
ſelt to Eternity. 


2: Man fince his fall is under the- tyranny of Sa- 
ran, who 4s call the God of his Wark and i 
'overthe wills He overcatne max in Pars 
we CES ES 
is in his bondage by-fubtile Chains; of which ' 
the ſpiritual nature The und 


Aaves ta, error nam 
Saves $a hy incites 


_ 
e I Cap- 


calamity, then tobethe ave of ones encmy, eſpect- 
ally if baſe and cruel £ This is the condition of man, * 
he is 2 captive roithe.Devil; who was 4 Liar and a 
Morderer from the beginning. He is under the tage 
of that bloody Tyrant, whoſe ambition Was to ren- 
der Man as miſerable as himſelf, who in Sigh 


- - 3, Fallen Man is under the Curſe and Terrors of 


| pa oy guilty, he is juſtly expoſed to 


the puniſhment againſt petlyncd; 
without the allowance of th, wn th = 
VS.v 


tives to do bjs will. And can there he a more afflicting 2Tim 2: 26- 


fearfully ſets before them, | 
- This Servieude of a Slaner, che Str;- 
phuve re under great. 'of Shunbrodet 
that che deft es of one may-be 
Joh. 8. 34- pee coemar Hm—_ my gt 4 


riewal Senſes are byand up » and the ; 


Paſſions. 7, @ thigh Re dion Ve Va- plies 

—_— upon thetr Miſeries. 
The Underſtandi - Pi 

, the Wi any Incliaations, 

: Man is diſabled | forthe. 


'Tis 2 Fra exerciſe of ſinful 'A&tjons 


diſhonourable to God, and damning to himſelf, and . 


after the ſucceſſion of 2 few Years in the defil 

orb Bum fr oooy mn oem F 

at comes to 

and falls into the botromlefs Pir, he ne of Bil 
lutictis 4nd Horrors, of Sin and Torments. 'Tis 


thett That the wrath of God abides on him ; and whi Plal.go. 12. 


triows the þ Brthcrn Aie Hrcording ts 
i5 bis wrath. Fear'ls aft 
extend ic ſelf to che appre 
which no finize Power can inflict : But th 
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bowie har Love which pid & ref: 

Us fm Hells This Saving Metcy-is fet 
owl yoann pl the commo- 
of the bowels, at the of one 


dedpiongy of the 
i Giles ba tr apr 


ets its our blood, He ſaid to w, Live: An@#that which Ezck. 


further diſcovers the etninent degree of his Love is, 
—ooþ {or been unconcerned \ with our 
et us under deſpair of Deliveran Ther 

too 


Il 


_ ! Luke 1. 78- 


Dan. 3-27+ 


to the 
the fan wo And rue is a Mn: OS neg pro- 
ceeds from pure love to the miſerable, , when the 


Perſon that expreſſes it, is above all the aſſaults of 


nh, _ jncopale Ly all Agios Br mugs 
eilen his Felicity, and yet es £43 to reucye 
the afflicted ro ſuch is vn EW Man, 

IF it Frog been a tollerable Evil unde which .we 


FE, - n, the Mercy. that Oye W op of | 


05 RENT ARe 8 d bythe 
[RcIer. mend difiaherited pf Ks DLO 
Heir of "-— was i great, 


Now. hls nn i God's Love is proportionable 
Miſery. from. whence we are redeemed, . JF 

dg d becn; any. e; Remedy for us in Na- 

ture, ur erigagements had nor. begn {6 great: But 

only He that. a us, 5by his Power, co 

us, by his Love. , it magnifſes the Divine 


Campaſion that o1 De hari and intire. 


ng eo daogpa-e rp op 3aeee 
Cry, we Ve on, weetne 
Cer bo mph 0 Thoſe OS R307 evils that op- 
ſtus. As the three Hebrew rs came un- 

wrt out of the fiery Furnace, The hair of their heads 
were . uot ſinged, nor their. coats hey ged, wer the | old 
Log) fore had paſſed, Lo them. ec Saints ; 

ve no marks Men Qr Miſery [+0(1,vA Wl 
them, not the /c ſpet or nb to blaſt their Beau- 
ty, nor the lealt trouble to diminiſh their Bleſſed- 
nels ;. but for ever. poſſeſs the Fulneſs of Joy, a 
Glory, 
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in the Cumivance © al. 
Glory, a' pure and. t Felicity. | 
.+--2. The Greatneſs of the. Divis: Love towards 
faln Man appears in; [he meapaby which our Re- 
demption is accompliſh:; And thoſe are- the Incar- 
#xtion and Sufferings of the Son of God. ' The I»- 
c4rnation manifeſts this Love __ 2 double account. 
.  I-:Inregard of the eſſential condition of the na- 
-ture heafſum'd, 

2; Irs Sexvile ſtate and meanneſs? 

t. The eſſential: condition of .che humane nacure 
aſſyum'd. by our Redeemer diſcovers his tranſcen- 
{dent Love tous. For what proportion is there be- u 
.tween God and Man : Infinite and-Finite are ,not 
' terms that admit compariſbn, as Greater and. Leſs, 


bur are diſtant,as All and Nothing 6 pr 7b 6 Ni.qo 5g, 
before him, pigs wp ors Bucket that bath 1; 
ſearce weight to to all ; avd ws Auſt of poof - — thy 
\thas is nt. nt 41-0.hu7n bf rn 


- nothing, 48: counted te Ahngal ver {Fhe 
'Deity in-its own nature includes Independenco.and 
Sovereignty.. To be aCreature implys. dependence, 
aud f . The Angelical Natures iofinicely 
jor tree gar Divine, and. Man. is lower then-the 
Avgels , yet the Word was made Fleſh. Add torthis, 
| he ws vot mae 23 one» Bo nun AR 
nature, inning ſtep 

full exerciſe of Reaſon,and Dominion ay = po 
tures,” but he came into; che. AVorld by the may of - 
natural birth; and dependance upon a.montal. Crea- 
ture, The Eternal Wiſdom of: the Father ſtoopt to 
a ſtate of infancy, which is moſt diſtant from that 
of Wiſdom, wherein though the Life ye de mghr Go by Gal | 
.the reaſonable Soul-is not vidble, & 

anacoedinct indigence avd infirmity, * 


d to us by confidering 
*_ Ms ering 


78. jngin the form of God, thats, injoying the" 
Nature with all its'Glory Ily,.and 
As tobe in the form of a King, fig 
kn, bur eo have all 


p, 


"  . © dutheGontrivance of Man's Redemption. 
are-defpicable in the eſteemof the World than 
UE Fews. .artd Chriſt came of -their ſtock”; and a- The Jews 
mong the Fews none were more vilified than the Ga- 97* <«lled by * 
lileans, and in Galilee-Nazareth was a contemptible ,,- 
village, and in Nazareth the Family of Foſeph was | 9%. 
ery obſcure, and to him our Saviour was nearly al-T;jþ. 5. Hitt. 
ied. His reputed Father was a Carpenter, and Joh-7-50- 
his -Mother a poor Virgin, that offered two Pigeons Joh-1-46- 
for her purification. He firſt breathed in a Stable , R—_ 
and was covered -with poor ſwadling-cloaths, who On" 
was Maſter of Heaven and Earth,and adorns all crea- 
' tures with cheirglory. - But Love made him who is 
Heir of all: things, renounce the priviledge of his ſu- 
ernatural Sonſhip. Incredible condeſenfion ! There- 
es an Angel was diſpatcht from Heaven, 'who ap- 
peared with a ſurprizing miraculous light, the viſible 
character of his dignity, to prevent the ſcandal which 
might ariſe from the meanneſs of his condition, and 
to aſſure the Shepherds thar the Babe which lay in 
' the. , wasthe Redeemer of the World, The; ,... V 
courſe of his Life was a preface, and preparative for hes? 
the Death of the Croſs.. - He had a juſt right to 
all that Glory, which a created Nature perſonally 
united to the Deity could receive, Ancminent in- 
ſtance of it there is in his Transfiguration, when Glo- 
ry deſcended from Heaven to encompaſs him, thac 
which was ſo ſhort ſhould have been continual, but 
he preſently returned to the; lowneſs of his former 
cdudition, The fulneſs of the Godhead dwelt in him 
' bodily, yet in his humble ſtate he was voluntarily 
red of thoſe admirable effects which ſhould pro- 
ceed from that union.Strange ſeparation between the 
Deity, and the Glory that reſults from it ! God. is 
light, and the Son is the brightneſs of his Fathers 
| Z | Glory, 


Tacitus, Vi- 


The Harmony of the. Divine Attributer © 


ſows, es under a ry Miracle ! tran-* 
ſcending all thoſe in the courſe of Nature,yet the po- ! 
wer of Love effe&ted it. He was madenot only /ow+: 
er than the Angels, but leſs than all Men, joyning (Oh 
amazing abaſement! ) the Majeſty of God, with 
the meanneſs of « Worm... The High and Lofty-One,. 
whom the Prophet ſaw Exalted on a High Throne, and * 
all the Powers of Heaven in a poſture of Reyerence © 
about Him, was deſpiſed and rejeited of Mex : they 

turned their eyes from him, not for the luſtre of his 

Countenance, but for ſhame. 

If the Lord had aſſumed our Nature in its moſt 
honourable Condition, and appeared in its Beauty, 
the condeſcenſion were infinite : For although Men 
are diſtingniſh'd among themſelves by Titles of Ho--. 
nour, yet as two Gloworms that ſhine with an une--- 
qual- »: aq. in the Night, are equally obſcured 

the light of the Su ; So all men, thoſe that | 
are advanc's to the moſt eminent degree, as well as. . 
the moſt abje@t and wretehed, are in the ſame dis» 
ſtance from God.. But He emptied himſelf of all his | 
Glory, he grew up as 4 tender Plant, and as a Root ous: 
of 6 07 ground, theve was no Form or Comlineſs in 
im. From his Birth to the time of his Preaching: 
he lived ſo privacely,. as only known under the _ 
quality ofthe' Carpexteys Son, There was a con- 
tinual repreſſion of that inconceivable Glory, that | 
was duc to ITS VOEIED 
Men. In ſhort, His deſpiſed Condition was. * 
an abaſement not only of his Divinity, but his Hu- 
manity. And how conſpicuous was his Love in this 
darkning Condeſcetfion * We know the Grace of the © 
Lord Fefwe Chrift ; that though he was rich, he became | 


poor. 
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i ho PE, > x pg paghaſe his Cw 
"an vehemen rt as to 
at of: his own Honour ? Yet the 
For wary fron$is Throne, and puton 
le Mortality : He parted with, his nfory that. 
t be qualified to part with his Life fox;oug; 
brho, How doth is cxalt his Compaſſion.to, 


ki Farther, He took our Nature. after 'it had. 
ts Primitive Innocency. . The natural diſtance, 
en God and the creature is infivite, the: ores; | 
God and the ſinful creature, if pollibleg-is; /: 
1 \emfenite : Yevpthe Mercy. of our Redeemer 
this diſtance; What an excafie of. Love 
orted the Son of God ſo fax as to/eſpoule our. 
e, after it was defiled pad Iebaled with Sin(* 
ential 1 ocenceand Purity, yet: © FAG, . 
ig wa lfleſh,. which. to. outward, Woe 6.4 
Eien re LE om. what was really finful, 


Hows oy, which Lawgiver,. yet. He ſubmitted. to 


Frog 
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cad aW, W made Him, appear under, the cha--.. 
epytation,,. -A;vinner,,. He. pai.che Gal. 4.4. 
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reatneſs of Gods Love to Mankind,” is-in -the Suf- 
He is called in Scripture; H&-mman of Sorrows, the 
title ſignifies their number andquality, * His whole 
Life was a continual Paſſion: He ed the com-- * 
rradittion of Sinners, who by their malicious: Ca- 
lumnies obſcur'd the luſtre of his Miracles and moſt 
innocent Aftions : He endured the Temptations 6f 
Satan in the Deſert: He was often in danger of his 


fon of 


bare appre the, began to be ſorrowſul, 
as if He had neverfele any Grief till then: His 
former Afﬀflictions were like ſcatter'd drops of Rain 
But as in the Deluge Al the Fount ains beneath, end 
all the Windows of Heaven above were opened , So in 
our Saviours laſt ines, the Anger of God, the 
Croelty of Men, ee broke- out 'to- 
ke againſt him, that the degrees of /his 
ove may be meaſured by thoſe of his Sufferi 
it will-be fit to confider them with refpedk 19” kis 
Soul and his Body, TheGoſpel delivers tous the 
relation of both. , | ef 
"F. NS 6 ter ar tes ve He com- 
ans, & eXcoeat orrowful, even nnty 
ow; There were preſentonly Petey, Fames,and 
Fohw his happy Favourites, who aſſured him of ' 
their fidelity, there was no viſible enemy to afflict 
Him, yet his Soul was environ'd with Sorrows, 'Tis 


eaſie to conceive the injuries He fuffered from the 
rage of Men, for they were terminated upon his 
"B0dp3 But how to underſtand his inward Suffer- - 
ings, the wounds of his Spirir, the craſs to which 
/ k ' Y, his 


is the! Oentrivance of Mat's Redemption. 


mACa_ is-very dithcult. © Yet theſe 


were in e as the viſible effects de- 
declare, The 2nguith of is ſoul ſo affected his body, 
that his Swear was es it were _ of Blood, the 
miraculous evidence of his The terror was 
ſo dreadful, that the afliftance ] an Angel could 
not calm 'it, And if we conſider the cauſes of his 

f, the diſpoſitions of Chriſt, and the deſign of 
|nryge—rn him, it will farther appear that no 


 forrow was pas. of The Cauſes were, 


1 The evil of Sin'which infinitely exceeds all o- 
ther : for the juſt meaſure of an is taken from 
the good to which it is oppoſit, and of which ir. de- 

ves us. Now Sin is ppoſit to the Ho- 


| preme 
evil. grief | rue woah thac 
ich 1 to the evil of Sia muſt ries 
faite. Now th the Lord Chriſt alone had perfet 

bght wo diſcover Simi iqoeme horrous, and 
zeal to hate it according to pon yy for who can 

underſtand the excellency of good, and the 
Folge otter ke Auchor of the one and the 
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For our knowledge is ſo unpet- 
uſs,, that our grief is 

worthy of, but fin was as 
hateful to* Chriſt as it is in.ic ſelf, and his ſorrow: 
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CE 174 The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 
| 2.The Death he was to ſuffer,attended with all the 
Curſes of the Law, and the terrible marks of Gods 
Indignation. From hence 'tis ſaid, he began,tobe ſore 
Mat-14- 34+ 2mazed.and tobe very heavy. :*'Tis wonderful that 
the Son: of God, who had-perfe&t patience, and the 
ſtrength of the Deity to ſupport- him, who. knew that 
his Paſſion thould ſoon paſs away, and that the-iſſue 
ſhould be his own gloriqus ReſurreQtion and the -re- 
covery of lapſed Man, that he ſhould be.ſhaken with 
fear and oppreſſed with ſorrow at the brit approches 
of it : how many of the Martyrs have with an un- 
diſturbed: courage embraced a more cruel death 2 
but to them 'twas diſarm'd, whereas our Saviour en- 
countered it with all-its formidable Pomp, with its 
Darts and Poiſon. | 
.' 3. The Wrath of God was inflamed againſt him. 
For alchough he was perfectly Innocent, and more 
diſtant from .ſfin than Heaven is -from the Earth, 
yet by the ordination of God, and his own conſcne 
Eſa.53- beingmadeour Sponſor, the Iniquity of s all was laid 
upon him. He ſuffered as deeply as if he had beers 
guilty. Findidive juſtice was inexorable 'to his 
Prayers and Tears. Although he renewed his re- 
quelt with the greateſt ardency, as 'tis ſaid by the 
Evangeliſt, that being 18 an Agony he prayed more 
earneſtly, yet God would i him. The Fa- 
ther of Mercies.ſaw his Sen humbled in bis prefence, 
proſtrate on. the Earth, yet deals with him in ex- 
tream ſeverity.. He was ſtricken, ſmiten.of God, and 
afficted. And who is able to conceive the weight 
bfGod's Hand when he puniſhes fin according to its 
deſert? who can underitand the - degrees of thoſe 
Sufferings when God. exafts ſatisfaction from one 
that was obliged, and able to make it 7 how piercing 
3.1 | were 
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* in the Covitrivance of Mid's Red-mprion. 
were-thoſe ſ6rrows whereby Divite Jultice, infiaite- 
ly incens'd,wis "to bz 'appeas'd * Who knows the 
conſequence of thoſe words, My God, My God, w 
haſt thou forfake me'! 'Tis impefſible to compr * 
or repteſent <that great and terrible Myſtery. , Bur 
thus much we may underſtand, That Holineſs -and 
Glory being eſſential ro the Deity, they are commu- 
nicated to the Reaſonable Nature when united to 
it 3 But with this difference, that Holineſs necdfa- 
rily reſults from Union with God : © For Sin being 


infinitely repugnant to His Nature, makes a Sepera- 


tion between Him and the creature : But Glory and 


Joy atediſpenſed in a free and arbitrary manner, 
This dereliftton of our Saviour muſt be underſtood 
with reſpe& to the ſecond, not the fir ff Cofffinunica- 


tion. In the extremity of his Torments all his - 


 Aﬀe&ions were infiocent and regular, being only 
raiſed, to that degree, which the vehemency of the 
-obje& required. He expreſt no murmur agai 
God, nor anger againſt his enemies, His Faith, 
Love, Humilicy; Patience were then in'their Ex- 
altation, But that glorious-and' unſpeakable: Joy 
&hich in the courſe of his Life the Dezty conveyed 
to Him,was then withdrawn. Anim us torrent 
of pure unmixed Sorrows broke into his holy Soul ; 
He felt no refreſhing \emanations, fo. thathaving loft 
the ſenſe of preſent Joy, there remained 'in_ his Soul 
only the hope of future Foy. Atd in thar ſad tnoinent, 
his Mind was fo intent upon his Sufferings, that he 
ſeems to have been diverted from the attual confide- 
ration of the Glory that attended the iſſne of them. 
Bricfly, All comforting. Influences ' were ſuſpen- 
ded, but withogie prejudice to the Perſona/ Unign, or 
the PerfeQion of his Grace, or to the Love-of "= 
| Father: 
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The Hayman of the Divine Mitribates 
Father toward Him. His Soul was liable to ſorrows, 


#5 his Body todcath. For the Deity is the Prin- © 


ciple of Lite as well as of Joy ; and as the Body of 
Chriſt was thrce days in the ſtate of Dearh, and the 
Hypoſtatical Union remained entire; fo. his Soul was 
left tor a time under the fearful impreffions of wrath, 
yet was not ſeparated from the God-head, And 
although He endured what ever was neceſſary for 
the Expiation of Sin, yet all vitious Evils, as 
Blaſphemy, Hatred of God, and any other which 


'are not inflicted by the Judg, but in ſtriftneſs axe 


accidental to the i t, and proceed from 
the weakneſs or wickedneſs of the Patient, he was 
not in the leaſt guilty of. Beſides” when' his Fa- 
ther appear'd an enemy againſt him, ar that time 
He was infizitely pleaſed in his Obedience. _ But 
with theſe exceptions our Blefſed Lord' ſuffered 
whatever was due to us. 
' The Sorrows of his forſaken ſtate were inexpreſ- 
ſibly great ; for according to the degree and ſenſe 
we have -& «© xy uch in proportion'is onr 
grief forthe loſs of it. Now Chriſt had the fulleſt 
enjoyment, and the higheſt valuation of Gods favour, 
is enjoyment wasTaisd above what the moſt glo- 
rioug Spirits are capable of : All his Faculties were 
pure and vigorous, never blunted wich Sin; and in- 
timately - unite&to the Deity. How cutting then 
was it to his Soul, to: be ſuſpended from the per- 
fet vifion'of Gol? To be divorc'd as it were wt 
himſelf, and to loſe that,P2radiſe He 'alwaies had 
within Him? IEF all. the Angels of Light were at 


_ once depriv'd of their glory, the loſs were not 


equal to this. dreadful eclipſe of the Sax of Righ- 
reouſneſs: As if all the Stars wore extinguitht, the 
darkneſs 
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*.'* + » fn tht Contrivanct of Mans Redemption. 
datkneſs would not be ſo terrible, 2's if the Sx the 
Fountain of light.were put out. Whatever his 
"3:6, pa in kind, yet in degree they were 
anſwerable to the full and juſt deſert of Sin, and 
ſurpaſt the power of the Humane or Angelical Na- 
cure to endure. In ſhort, His Sorrows were only 
equall'd by that Love which procured them. 

- And as the Suferings infflifted by the hand of 
God, ſo the Evils He endured from men, declare 
the infiniteneſs of .our Redeemers' Love to us, For 
the further diſcovery of it, *tis neceſſary to refle& 


ion his Death, which is ſet down by the Apoſtle as 
the loweſt degree of his Humiliation, in which the 


ſucceſſion of all his Bodily Sufferings is included, it 
| 


being the complement of all. And if we conſider 
the quality of it, the Goodneſs of our Redeemer 
will be more viſible in his voluntary ſubmiſſion to it. 
Two Circumſtances make the kind of death which 
is to be ſuffered, very terrible to us, ' Ignominy and 
Torment, and they eminently concur in the Death 
of the Croſs, 

I, The greateſt Ignominy attended it,and that in 
the account of God and Men. As honour is in hone- 
rante, it depends upon the eſteem of others; ſo infa- 
my conſiſts in the pregoent of others. Now in the 
acount of the World every Death inflited for a 
Crime is attended with diſgrace : But that receives 
its degrees from the manner of it, To be executed 
privately is a favour, but to be made a ſpeRacle to 
the multitude, encreaſes the diſhonour of one that 
ſuffers. When Death is ſpeedily inflited, the 
ſence of ſhame is preſently paſt ; but to be expoſed 
to publick view for many Hours, as a Malefacor, 
whulſt the-Beholders deteſt the Crime, and abhor the 

: Aa Puniih- 
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Puniſhment, is an vation of it. Be-- 43 
heading which is {i by a Sword, a _ 
military Inſtrftiment, and remore honourable, 7} 
was a Priviledg : But co hang on the Croſs, was the 
moſt conſpicuous mark of the publick Juſtice and 
Diſpleaſure : a ſpecial Infamy was concomitant 
with it, Among the Fews ing on a Tree was 
; branded with che Gyrſe: T God comman- 

Deut-21.23- ded that the bodies. of thoſe that were hanged on 4-tree, 
ſhould be taken down in the Evening, that the Land 
might not be defiled with a Curſe. And the) 
of other Nations was anſwerable: for it was only 
Poxe. Crucem jnflifted on the moſt infamous Offenders, as Fugi- 
Seve. JO tives, Slaves, Thieves, and Traitors; ſuch. whom 
Liberi Homi- the lowneſs of their Quality, or the height-of their 
nes aut 3 Crimes rendred unworthy of any reſpe&t.. Hence 
wwpplicio affici *tis, that Gicero to aggravate the Cruelty of Ferres 
"if brripene in crucifying a Rowan Citizen, calls. it an «»nemed 
fierent. wickedneſs, No Eliguence could equal the evil of it. 
Faciustt 8 2, The paig of that Death was extreme. The 
»«w Civem, Hands: and Feet, thoſe parts wherein the come 
beectver- Plexion of the Nerves meet, andare of exquiſite 
Parricidium Yexce, WEE nailed; Crucified perſons ſuffered a 
necares 9d (ow Death, but quick Torments : They felt them- 
cem ollere ? ſelves die, Therefore -in pity the Soldiers broke 
Faris dino FOeir Legs, tO | amy to. their Miſery. And 
tam nefaria © to--compleat their Puniſhmene, they were-judg'd 
rerappellart unworthy of Burial, the laſt conſolation of the 
poteſt... dead ;; they were deprived: of Repoſe inthe boſom 
of. the Earth our common. Mother, and expoſed ag 

a prey to Birds and Beaſts, 
Now the Son of God endured no gentler or noblex 
Death than that of the Croſs. His pure-and gra- 
ciqus. Hands, which were never ſtretcht. our bur ” 


FO 


the R the World, and for which the Wa- 


ters had a. xeverence, were nail'd, His Body, the 


precious workmambip of the Holy Ghoſt, the Tem- 
ple of the Deity, was-deftrwoyed, Hethag is-the Glo- 
ry of Heaven was made the ſcom of the Earth; The 
King of Kings was crucified between ws Thieves,in 

lem, at their Sacred Feaſt, in the face .of the 
World. His naked Body was expoſed on the Croſs 
for three Hours, only -covcred-with a Veil of Dark- 
neſs. "Fhis was-fudh a fiupendions fabmiſſion of the 
Son of -God, that his Deach aſtoniſhe the Univerſe 
in another manner, than-his Birthamd Life, his Re- 
ſurretion and- Afcention, Univerſal Nature re- 
lented- at his laſt Syfferiongs. The Swo was firuck 
wich horrour and wi its light ; ir did not ap- 
pear crown'd with bcams, when the Creator was with 
thorns, The Earth trembled, and-the Rocks rene, 
the moſt .inſenſible creatures ympathis'd with Him, 
and 'tis- in-this-we have.the moſt viſible inſtance of 
Divine Love to-us. 

The Scriptare diſtinaly reprefents the Loye of 
God. in preg. bis Son,. and the Love of Ghrif in 
giving Himſelf to. dic for Man, and: both zequire 
our deepeſt con(ideration. 

The. Father eſt ſuch an exceſs of Love, that 
our Sqviaws himſelf ſpeaks of it with admization : 
Gad ſo loved the world, that He gave his only begotten 


- were pi + and'thoſe Feet which bone Plal. 22. 
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Sozx,. that whoſoeuer belteves ow Hime ſhowld not periſh, Joh-3.16. 


but have ing. Life, 1 dbrahaw's reſolution 


to offer his ſan, was in-the judgment of God.a con... 3*v22-12- 


vincing Evidence of his Aﬀedtion, how ntuch more 
is the 4:7u«/ ſacrificing of Chriſt the ſtrongeſt proof 
of - God's Love to us j For God had a «7 

a 2 itle 
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The Harmony of the Divine Attributes; 
Title to Iſa«c than Abraham had: The Father of 
Spirits hath a nearer claim , than the Fathers of 
the Fleſh. Abraham's readineſs to offer up his ſon 


was Obedicnce to a Command, not his own choice , 
'*twas rather an a& of Juſtice than Love, by which 


. he renderd to God what was his own. But God 


Spared not his own Son in whom he had an Eternal 
Right : And He was not only free from Obligation, 
but not ſued to for our Salyation in that wonderful 
way. For what Love of Men, or of the moſt cha- 
ritable Spirits in Heaven could have conceived ſuch 
a thought, that the Son of God ſhould die for our 
Redemption ? It had been an impious Blaſphemy to 
have deſired it, ſo that Chrif is the moſt abſolute 
gift of God to us, Beſides, The love of Abrahams 
is tobe meaſured by the Reaſons that might excite 
it z For according to the amiableneſs of the obje&, 
ſo much greater 1s the love that gives it. Many 
endearing cirumſtances made Iſzac the joy of his fa- 
ther, yet at the beſt he was an imprafe& mortal crea- 
ture, ſo that but a moderate affetion was regularly 
due to him, Whereas our Redeemer was not a 
meer Man, or an Angel, but God's only begotten 
Son, which Title ſignifies his unity with him in his 
ſtate and perfeions, and- according to the Excel- 
lency of his Nature ſuch is his Fathers Love to him, 
In this was manifefred the Love of God to us, becauſe 
that God ſent his only -— 264 Son into the world, that 
we might live through im, TheLoveof God in all 
temporal bleſſings 1s bur faint in the compariſon with 
the Love thatis expreſt in our Redeemer, As much 
as the Creator exceeds the creature, the gift of 
Chriſt is above the gift of the whole world, Heyeis 
* Lpve, ſaith the Apoſtle, that is the cleareſt and 


higheſt 


in the Contrivance of Mens Redemption. 
igheſt expreſſion of it that can be, God ſent his 
5-4 to be « Propitiation for our Sins, The Witden 
and Power of God never acted to the utmoſt of rheir 
efficacy ; he could frame a more Glorious World, 
but the Love of God cannot in'a higher degree be 
expreſt.- As the Apoſtle to ſet forth how ſacred and 
inviolable Gods promiſe is, ſaith, that becauſe he could 
ſwear by no greater, he ſware by himſelf, ſo when he 
would give the moſt excellent teſtimony of his fa- 
vour to mankind, he gave his Eternal Son, the Heir 
of his Love and Bleſſedneſs. The giving of Heaven 
it ſelf withallics Joys and Glory, is not ſo 
and full a demonſtration of the Love of God, as the 
giving of his Son to die for us. 

According to the rule of common eſte em, a grea- 
ter Love was expreſt to wretched Man, than to 
Chriſt himſelf: for we expend things leſs valuable 
for thoſe that are more precious ; ſo that God in gi- 
ving him to die for us; declar'd that our Salyation 
was more dear to him then the life of his only Son. 
When no meaner Ranſom than the Blood Royal of 
Heaven could purchaſe our Redemption, God de- 
lighted in the ex of that ſacred Treafure for 
us. It pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him. Though the 
Death of Chriſt abſolutely conſider'd was the hi 
eſt provocation of God's diſpleaſure, and 
the greateſt guilt upon the Fews, for which Wrath 
Cam? upon them to the uttermoſt z, yet in reſpe& of the 
end, namely the Salvation of Men, *twas the moſt 
greatful Offering to him, 4 Sacrifice of 4 ſweet ſmet- 

ing ſavour. This is an endearing circumſtance 

of Gods Love to us. God repented that he made 
Man, but never that he redeem'd him, 

os aa bets aa as 
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Iſa. 53 


Eph. $- 2- 
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Joh-15.8- 


Rom.$5.7. 


Chriſt appears in a ſuperlative manner in dying for 
us. Greater Love hath no Man than this, that 4 4 
tay downs his life for his Friend. There is no kind of 

Love that exceeds the affection which is expreſt in 
dying for another: but there are diverſe degrees of 
it : and che higheſt is to-die for our enemies. The 
Acpoltle ſaith, perhaps for a good: man ſome wonld dare to 
die, *Tis: pollible-gratitude\ may pzevail-upon-one - 
who.is under flrong obligations, to die for his bene- 
factor. Or ſome: may- from a generons: principle 
be willing wich the loſs of their lives to- preſerve one, 


| whois a general and Ros k good,. But this is a 
rare,-and almoſt incredible thing, *Ius recorded as 


a miraculous inſtance , of the power of Love, that 
the two Sicilian Philoſophers Damen, and Pithizs, 
each had courage to-die for his Friend. For one of 
them a ccodaneties die by the Tyrant, and de- 


 ſiring to give the laſt farewel to-his Family,his Friend 


entered-into- Priſon as-his-Surety-to die for ham, it he 
did not return at the appointed time. And-he came 
to the amazement of all, that expeRed the iſſue of 
ſuch a hazardous caution, Yet in-thisexample there 
ſeems to-bein-the Seeond fuch-a- confidence of the fi- 
delity of the fisſt,, that \he was aſſured-he ſhould not 
dic in-being, a pledge for him: and'inthe firſt 'twas 
not meer 'friendſ{hip, or ſenſe of the obligation, but 
the regard 'of his own honous that made him' reſcue 
his Friend from Death, And if Love were the ſole 
motive, yet the higheſt expreſſion of ic was to part 
with a ſhore life,” which. in a lieble time: muſt have 
beers religned bythe order of nature; But the Love 
of our Saviour was-{@- pure and great, there can be 
no reſemblance, much leſs any parallel of it. - For 


he was perteRtly Holy, and ſo the privibedge' of im- 
= mortallity 


- more 
my 
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in the Contrivance of Man's Redemption. 195, 
mortality was due to him, and his life was infinitely 
war age the lives of Angels and Men, yet 
id it down and ſubmitted to a curſed Death, and 
to that which was infinitely more bitter, the Wrarh 
of God.. And all this for finkul men, who were - 
under the juſt and heavy difpleaſure 6frhe gh 
ty. He lboved us, and gave himſelf for ws: Tfhe Gabon. 
only interpoſed as'an Advocate to ſpeak for us, or * © 
only had acted for our recovery, his Love had been Qui me tan- 
admirable z- but he ſuffered for us. He is not only Jim. he 
our Mediator, . but Redeemer; not only Redeemer, in reficiendo | 
but Ranſom, | (7 nyo — _—_— 
"Twas excellent neſs in David, when he ſaw  pertulic in- 
the deſtrution of Ms People; to offer Himſelf and ©*** 5 
Family as a' Sacrifice to avert the Wrath of God 2Sam-24.17 
trom them. But his pride: was the cauſe of the 
Jadgment, whereas our Redeemer was perfectly in- 
nocent. Davidinterceeded for his Subjes, Chrift 
for his Enemics.. He receiv'd' the Arrows of the 
Almighty iato his Breaſt to ſhelter us. He bore our 16. 53:45. 
griefs, and carried our ſorrows, he was wounded for 
our tranſgreſſions, he was bruiſed for our iniquites, the 
chuſtiſement ; few peace was upon him, and with his 
ſtripes we are healed, Among the Romans the Deſ- 
potick power-was ſo terrible, that if a flave had at- 
temped upon the Life of his Maſter, all the reſt kad 


. beencrucified with the guilty perſon, But our gra- 


cious Maſter dyed for his ſlaves who had conſpird' 
againſt him, He ſhed his Blood for thoſe who ſpile 
it. 

And the readineſs of our Lord to ſave us, though 
by the ſharpeſt ſufferings, magnifies his Love, . When 
the richeſt Sacrifices under the Law wete inſufficient 


totake away ſin, and no lower price then the blood of 
4 God 


As . . 
& 
oo 
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God could obtain our pardon, upon his entering ti- Þ 
to the World to.excute that wonderful Comuniſſ '” 

on which coſt him his Life, with what ardour of af- * 

Heb.10. 5; fe&ion did he undertake it! Ly, I come to do thy will, O © 
637+ God, When Peter from carnal affetion deprecated | 
tis ſufferings, Maſter pare thy ſelf, he who was in- 

carnate goodneſs, and never quench'd the ſmoking * 

Mat. 16-23. flax, expreſſes the ſame indignation againſt him, Get * 
- thee behind me Satan, as he did formerly againſt the * 

Devil tempting to worſhip him. He eſteemed him 

the worſt adverſary that would divert him from his 

Sufferings : He long'd for the Baptiſm: of his Blood, 

And when Death was in his view with all the cir- 

cumſtances of terrour, and the fppreme Judge flood 
before him ready to inflict the juſt puniſhment of fin, 

though the apprehenſion of it was ſo dreadful that _ 

he could ſcarce live under it, yet he reſolved to ac- - 

compliſh his Work, Our Salvation was amiable 

to him in his Agony. This is ſpecially obſerved by 

Joh.13- the Evangeliſt, that Feſws having loved his own, he 
loved them to the end, When the Souldiers came to 

ſcize upon him, though by one word he could have 
commanded Legions of Angels for his reſcue, yet he 

ycilded up himſelf to their Cruelty : "Twas not any 

defe& of power, but the ſtrength of his Love that 

made him to ſuffer. He was willing to be Cruci- 

fied, that we might be Glorified : our Redemption 

was ſweeter to him, than Death was bitter , by - 

y which it was to be obtained, "Twas -excellently 

Big E97® ſaid by Phrrecides, that God transformed himſelf 
[ » aig into Love when he made theWorld : but with greater 
weve reaſon 'tis ſaid by the Apoſtle, God is Love, when 
Irpzgyar. Lercdeemed it. *Twas Love that by a miraculous 


Pherecid-4- condeſcenſion took our Nature, accompliſhing the 
pnd Proc! Telire 
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, Creatox and that of the Redeemer, ſtability 
of the New-Cavenant «© bui/t ow-the Love of: God- 
which is ———_—_—— _ the Operations of bis 


pirit 


Felicity of 


of God ſo 
cellency of that 


eat favour: 


| of by 
Paradiſe 


Andithad-becn 
him "innocent, . 
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The. 


neſs _ Honour, and ''in 
| Bleſſedneſs which was ſuitableto his Nature , yer 
in; man Dn our. aſt ſtate tranſeends our firſt, 


exceeds the 


of the Divine Attributes; 


eXempr , 


_— - 
'-Spirit that are effcitual. The mutability ani wweck- © 
eſs of the Humane Will and the of Tem : 
tions ſhall not fruſtrate the merciful Deſign of Godin 
" regard of his: The glorious | eward” of the 
Goſpel exceeds: the Primitive Felicity of "Adayn, * 
in the place of it, the higheſt Heaved: Adam's © 


lift mas attended with innocent Infirmities, om 
which the glmſed je en ff 
en 


The 


inthe manner, 
dagrees, and. continuance of the froition. | 


F He Third Conſideration which makes the Love 


admirable to /apſed Man, is, the ex- 
fate to which he is advanc'd by = 


Redeemer.. To be only. exempted from D | 
The grace of a Prince is ek Bo ' 

. relealing a condemned” Perſons from the 
ment of the Law. 


by company ir 
is'crus heiesd tha. in porn 
& poſſeſſion 'of that 


iſh- 


This is ſufficient or the 


' been only hoy OP forfeired 


E5eky to the- enjoyment of* the ſame H 
which was [loſt, his firſt” ſtate were moſt i 
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Law-of his Creation, - 
- » Firh, The Humeze Natureis raiſed to an higher 
than if Man had continucdin his 

Innocent ſtate. . _ 
1 By its intimare Mio» with the Son of God. He 
alſum'd it as the lems efonc Lenore 
and preferr'd it before: the wy 19 atchfrpl the Oh 
_ Man's his Pro i, Col. 2.9. 
 thead aryeils in our Redeemer bodily. it-is, 

that the A fea PN bay Hind e at his 
Birth, and: attended_his Majeſty in . his 
The Son of Man hath thoſe Titles which are above 
me gnny's of wks 1 5 He is King of 


the 
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the Churob, and Judg of the World; he exerciſes 

Divine Power, and receives Divine Praiſe. Briefs, 

The humane Nature in our Redeemer is an aſſociate 

withthe Divine ; and being made alictle lower then 

the. for a time, is now advanced far above all 
Epheſ-1- 21. _ ties and Powers, | 

n-all thoſe who are partakers- of Grace and 

Glory by the Lord Jeſus. Adam was the Son of God 

by Creation, but to be joyned to Chriſt as our head, 

Gal. 2: 20- by a nico fo intimate, that b ver i as, andcounts 
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Epheſ. 1-23+: rt. without us, and-by that union 

to be into the line of Heaven, and thereby 
 poieſt © to have an intereſt in the exceeding great and precious 
donari. {es of the z tO be co ed Heirs of God, 


and tbeins with Chr are ſuch Cope 
ur ſupernatural ſtate, loweſt Be- 
CE na above Adem in all his honour. 


Nay, the Angels though ſuperior to Man in the ex- 
cellency of their ofthcir nature, . emotion by 


And''this relative dignity which ſcems- to eclipſe 
their Glory, might excite their envy, but ſuch an in- 
goodneſs dwells in pure and bleſſed 
ae that they rejoyce in our reſtoration and ad- 
vancement. 
To this I1hall add, thatasthe Son. of God hath a 
relation co Man, ſo the moſt tender affeQions 
him, Toillaſtrate this by a ſenſible inſtance : An- 
gels and Men are as twodifferent Nations 'in Lan- 
guage and Cuſtoms, but under the ſame - 
and'if a Prince that commands two Nations ſhould 
employ.one for the ſafery and ity of the'0- 
ther, it were an Argument of {| _ Now 
_ Sena ate Jews forth fo. nite fr hem who 


are 


inthe Comrivance of Man's Redemption. 
are Heirs of Sabvation. Beſides, in two other thi 
the ;ar"aﬀection of the Prince would be moſt 
ident to that Nation. 
-- 1, If he pur ontheir habir, and attire himſelf ac- 
cording to their faſhion. & | 
2. If he fixt his reſidence among them, Now the 
Son of God was cloathed with our fleſh, and found 
#n faſhion as 4 man, and for ever 2 im itin Hea- 


gatives ure the” fruits of our Redemption, 


And how 'great is that Mercy which hath raiſed 
Mankind more glorious out of its ruines ! The A 

Me breaks out with 4 Heavenly aſtoniſhment, Be 

what manner of Love the Father hath beftowed upon 
we, that we'ſhould be called the Sons of God ! that we 
who are Strangers and Enemies, Children of Wrath 
by nature, ſhould' be dignified with the honorable, 
and/ amiable title of - tus Sons ! "Twas a rare and 
moſt merciful condeſcenſion in Pharaoh's Daugh- 
ter, to reſcue ” pray __ L. 
from periſhi me ' waters, and adopt him to 
be hbr-Son bas bow noch | ret” Kindneſs was 
ic for God" to ſave guilty and wretched Man from 
Eternal Flames, ' and to take him into his Family. 
The Ambition of the gal roſeno bigher chan 
to be a Servant 3 whaBan ineftimable favour is.it to 


_— 
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make us 'Children ! When God: would: expreſs the 


moſt dear and peculiar affection to Solowon, he ſaith, 
I will be his Father, and he ſhall be my Son: this was 


2SaM-7: 14+ the higheſt honour he could promiſe-; and all belic-' 


vers = dignified with it, _ *Tis-the ſame relation 
thar Chriſt th: when he was going to Heavca he 


apa 1201 his Diſciples with theſe words, I aſcend 


] my Father and your ather, to my God and your God. 
Tha is indeed a diverſity in the foundation of ic: 


Chriſt is a Son by Nature, we are by meer Favour 4 | 


heis by Generation, we are by Adoption. - Briefly, 
fe bes Chrif hath made us Kings -" Prieſts unto God & 

F ve Theſe are the hi iohe Offices upon Earth, 
and were. attended. with -the moſt. conſpicuous. Ho- 

nour z -and..the Holy Spixit choſe thoſe -bright Jma- 
ges, to convey.aclearer notice of the glory to which 
our Redeemer hath raiſed. us. Nog only all: the 
Crowns and Scepters in this =D World are in- 
finiccly . beneath this dignity, but bagour of our 
innocentſtate was not:<qual to its. ?., 1 

Secondly, The Goſpel is a better Covenant than 
hc hich py ___$ Men Jo ai"; 2 
and the excellency of it appear, 

1. Tis more beneficial,in that it admits of. ; 3. 
tance and Reconciliation after. ſinz. and accepts of 
Sincerity inſtead of perfection. The Apoſtle magni- 
fies-the Office of Chriſt, By how much, he i a Medi. 
ator of 4 aig Lov ovenant which was eſt abliſhed upon b:t- 


ter prom! ome pal Cad the Myocs - between the 
' Mini t of ena e,Myſaical zconmy.And 
the excellency ſpel is ſpecified, in” reſpect 
of thoſe infinicel es that are in it. 


The .ceremonial ht appointed Sacrifices for ſins 
of ignorance and error, ang to obtain only legal 
impunity 


% 


in the Contrrvante off Mais s Redeniption. 
impunity z but the Goſe! upon- the account of 
Cliiſt's all-ſufficient Sanfies t fſors full Pardon 
for all Sins that are repenred of and forſaken, Now 
with greater reaſon the Coyenant of Grace is to be 
preferyd before the Covenant of Works” For: the 
Law conſidered Man as holy, and endued with per-- 
fettion of Grace equal to whatſoever was comman- 
ded: *Twas the meaſure'of his Ability: as wdl as 
Duty, and” requir'd exa& Obedience, or threatned: 


extreme Miſery, The leaſt breach' of it is fatal: © 


A ſingle Offence as certainly expoſes to the curſe, 
as if the whole were violated. And in our Zepſed ſtate 
we are utterly diſabled tocomply with its Purity and 
Perfe&ion.. But the-Goppe/ contains the Promiſes of 


91 


Mercy, "and is inthe hands of « Mediator, The tenor At.2-38.. 


of it is, That Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins be 


preached in the Name of Chriſt. And if we judge our <1 135: 


fſetves, we ſhall not be judged, *Tis not if we are inno-- 
cent, for then none could»be exempt from:Condem- 
nation : Bur if the tonvinced Sinner erect a'Tribural 
in Conſcience, and ſtrips Sin of its diſguiſe, to view 
itin its zative deformity ; if he pronounce the Sen- 
rence of the Law agaiaſt /himſelf, -and glorifie the 
Juffice of God which he cannotſatisfie,' and' forſake 
the Sins which aro the cauſes: of his ſorrow, he is- 
qualified for ing Mercy, 

Beſides, The Goppel doth not only apply Pardon: 
to us for all forſaken Sins, but © provides a Remedy - 
for thoſe Infirmities to which-the beſt are incidenc, 
Whilſt we are in. this morfe/ ſtate; we are expoſed 
to T ions frgn without, -and have Corrupti- 


ons within .that often betray us: Nowto ſupport - 


our drooping Spivits,” our Redeemer fits in Heaven 
to plead for us, and perpetually renews the Pardon 
| y 7 that 
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that was qpce purchaſed, to every: contrite fpirit, 
for thoſe 'unavoidable frailties which deave ES 
here. The iſe of Grace is not madeyoid by 
the ſudden. ſurprizes of Paſſions; | If any man fin, 
we have an Advocate with the | Father, Feſwe Chri 
the Rophteows, The rigfur of the Law is molli- 
fied by his Mediation with the Father : A title of 
Love and Tenderneſs. God: deals not with the 
Severity of a Judg, but He ſpares us as « man ſpares 
his own ſon that ſerves bim, | 

And as He pardons us upon our Repentance, ſo 


» is graciouſly 


God doth not. require the duties 6f a Man by the 
meaſures of an Angel, lgned Endeavours 
to . pleaſe Him, unreſerved Reſpets to all his 


ſingle and' holy aims at his Glory are 

rewarded. Brief, Although the Law is conti« | 
nued as a Rule of living, yet not as the Cove- 
nant of Life, And what an admirable exaltation 
of 'Mexcy is there in this new Treaty of God with 
Sinners? *Tis true, the firf Covenant was holy, 
j»ſt, and geod, but it made no-abatements of favour, 
and *tis now weak through the fleſb : that is, The tar- 
nal corrupt Nature is fo ftrong and impetuous, that 
the reſtraints 'of the Law are incffefual to ftop its 
deſires, -and therefore' cannot bring Man"to that 
' Life that is promiſed, by the nce of the 
Condition required. - But the Gaſþzt provides an In- 
dulgence for relenting and returning Sinners. This 
is = language of God in"that Covenant, I will be 
merciful to. their nnrightconſweſs and theire fins, and 
| their 
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their Iniquities will I remember mo more, © 
' 2. The excellency of the Evangelical Covenant 
above the Legal, is, in that ſmpernatural Aſſiſtance 
which is conveyed by it to Believers, whereby they 
ſhall be certainly viRorious over all oppoſition in 
their way to Heaven.* *'Tis true Adam was endued 
with perfect holineſs and freedom, but he might in- 
tangle himſelf in the ſnares of Sin, and Death. 
The Grace of the Creator given to him was alwaies 
preſent, but it depended on the natural uſe of his 
Faculties, without the interpoling any extraordinary 
operation of God's Spirit, The Principle of Holi- 
neſs was in himſelf, and 'twas ſubjected to his Will : 
He had a power to obey if he would, but not that 
aitually determined his will, for then he had per- 
ſevered, But the Grace of the Redeemer that flows 
from Chriſt as our quickening Head, and is con- 
veyed to all his Members, enclines the Will ſo 
powerfully that 'tis made ſubje&t toit. God. works 
in us to will and to do of his good pleaſure , The uſe of PhiL2-13- 
our Faculties, and the exerciſe af Grace, depends 
on the good pleaſure of God, who is unchangeable, 
and the operations of the Spirit which are prevailin 
- and-effectual. And upon theſe two the ftability + 
the New Covenant is founded. | 
I, On the Love of God, whois as unchangable 

in his Will, as in his Nature, This Love 1s the 

cauſe of Election, from whence there can 'be no-rom.$. 35 
ſeparation, This gives Chriſt to Believers, and Be- Ifa.g. 
lievers to Him : Thine they were, ſaith our Saviour, Jo:17-6- 
and thou gaveſt them me, 'Which words fignifie not 
the common title God hath to all by Creation : for 
Men thus univerſally conſider'd, compoſe the world ; 
and our Saviour diſtinguiſhes thoſe that are Sons Joh.16.17. 
C c 1m 
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him from-the world , but that ſpeeial right God hath 
my by election, _———— iven 
by the Father to Chriſt in ebeir effe&ual Calling, 
(which is expreſt by his drawing them #o the Sox) and 
are committed to his care, to lcad them thr 2 
courſe of Obedience to Gloty.. For them Chri 

abſolutely praics as Mediator, Father, I will that 
thoſe whom thou heſt given me, be with me where 1 am, 
and ſee wy Glory : And he is alwaies heard in his 

ueſts. 


Hu 

. Tis from hence that the Apoſtle chall all 
Creatures in Heaven and Earth,” with that full-and 
ſtrong perſuaſion, that nothing could ſeparate be- 


tween Believers, and their Happineſs. For I an. 


perſuaded that neither Death nor Life, nor Angels, nor 
Principalities nor Powers, mor things preſent, ner 
things to come, nor heigth, ner depth, nor any at 
creature ſhall. be able to ſeparate ms from the Love of God 
is Chriſt Feſics aur bc | His aflurance is not built 
on the ſpecial Prerogatives be had as an Apoſtle, 
not on. bis rapture to Paradife, nor Revelations, 
northe Apparition of Angels, forof theſe he makes 
no mention ; but on that which is- common to all. 
Believers, the Love of God declar'd in the Word, 
and [bed abroad in their hearts, And''tis obſervable: 
that the Apoſtle having ſpoken in his own- perſon, 
changes the number, I 2m perſuaded that nothing ſball: 
ſqprate «, to aſſociate with himſelf in the partaki 
of that bleſſcd Priviledg, all true Believers, who have 
an intereſt in the ſame Love of. God, the ſame Pro-- 
miſes of Salvation, and had felt the ſanitsfying work 
of the Spirit, the certain proof. of- their Electron. 
Forrhow is it poſſible that God ſhould retract his mer- 
aiful purpoſe to ſave his People * a 
om 
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from Feernity before rhey could know Him, and 
from Love (there being nothing in the Creature 
_ Him) gave | his Sov to ſaffer Death for 
, will He ſtop there, without beſtowing that 
Grace which may render it effecual : What can 
his AﬀecRtions? He that prevented themin 
-his Mercy, when they were in their pollucions, will 
He leave them after his Images is engraven upon 
them? He that loved them ſo as- to unite them to 
Chriſt when they were ſtrangers, will He hate chem 
when they are his Members 5 No: His loving kind- 
nefs is everl , and the Covenant thatis built on Jcr.zr. 
it, is more firm than the Pillars of Heaven, and che 
Foundations of the Earth, This fapported Dav/d 
in his dying hours, that God had made with hins an , c._, 
everlaſting Covenant, ordered in all things and ſure, 9-R 
for that was all his Salvation. 
2. The New Covenant is fecur'd by the efficacy 
of Divine and Supernatural Grace. This is the Co. Heb.8. 10, 
wenant tht | will make with the houſe of Iftael, ſaich 
the Lord, I will put my Laws inte their minds, and 
write them in their hrarts, and | will be to them a God, 
and they fball be to me a People, The Ek arc en- 
abled to perform the conditions of the Goel, ro 
which Ererizal Life is promifed, One Redeemer a4 ,.., 
bleſſes us in turwing ws from oy Iniquities. Andal- © 
though the inſtability of the humane Spirit, by rea- 
fon of reomenent Corruptions, and thofe yari- 
ous Temptations to which we are liable, may excite 
our fear, left we ſhould fall ſhort of 42 high prize 
of onr Callrmg, yet the Grace of the Goſpel ſecures 


trae Believers againſt both. 
1. Whilſt we are m the preſent ſtate, our Cor 


ruptionsarenot perfeftly heated, but there are fone 


GCE 3 remains 


196 


' The Harmony of the Divine Attribates, 


' remains, which. like a Ganzrene threaten to ſeize on 
' the wital parts, wherein the ſpiritual Life is ſeated. 
- But the divine Nature which 1s conveyed toall that 


Exec. 36-27- 


are ſpiritually deſcended from Chriſt, is a&ive and 

werful to reſiſt all carmel deſires, and will prevail 
inthe end. For if fin in its full vigor could not con- 
troul theefficacy of converting Grace, how can the 
reliques of it, aftes Grace hath taken poſſeſſion, be 
ſtrong enough to ſpoil it of its conqueſt. There is 


a greater diſtance from Death to Life,, than from 


Life to Ation. . That Omnipotent Grace that vi- 
fited us in the Grave, and reſtored life to the dead, 
can much more. perpetuate it in 'the living. That 
which was ſo pawerful as to.pluck the hcart of ſtone 
out of the Breaſt, can.preſerve the Heart of Fleſh. 
'Tis true, the Grace that is given to Believers, in 
its own nature is a periſhing quality, as that. which 
was beſtowed on Adam. Non only the flight ſuperti- 
cial tin&ure in hypocrites will wear off, but that deep 
impreſſion of ſanctifying Grace in true Believers,if it 
be not renewed, would ſoon. be defaced. But God hath 
promiſed to put his Spirit into their hearts, axd co 
cauſe them to walk. in his Statutes, and they ſhall keep his 
Commandments. He is 2 living reigning Principle 
in them, to which all their faculties are ſubordinate. 


* The Spirit infuſed Grace at firſt, and enlivens it dai- 


ly :. he confirms their Faith, inflames their Love, en- 

es their Obedience, and. refreſhes in their 
minds the /des's of that glory which is inviſible and 
future. In ſhort, his influencecheriſhes the bleſſed 
beginnings of the ſpiritual Life, So that ſincere 
Grace though weak in its degree, yet*tis ina ſtate 
of progreſs, til it come to perfetion., The Waters 


ef the Spuit havea clea .vgrtue upon Believers, 
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till every ſpot be taken away,and their-purified Souls 
= aſcend to Heaven, . 
2, The Grace of the Spirit ſhall make true Chri- 
fans finally victorious over Temptations to-which 
they may be expoſed. And thoſe are various :- 
Some are pleafant-and infinuating, others are ſharp 
and furious, and are managed by the Devil our ſub- 
tile and induſtrious Enemy, to undermine, or by 
open battery to overthrow us. - And how difficult 
is it for the Soul whilſt united to Fleſh, to reſiſt the 
charms of what-is amiable, or to endure the aſſaults 
of what is terrible toſenſe 5 But the renewed Chri- * 
ſtian hath no reaſon tobe afrighted with diſquietin 
tears, thatany ſinful temptation may come, which 
notwithſtanding his watchfulneſs, may overcome him 
irrecoverably. For, | 

1. Temptations are External, andhave no _ 
over our ſpirits but what we give them, A volunta- 
ry reliſtance ſecures the victory to us. And the Apo- 
tle tells us, Greater is he that is in Believers, then he ; Joh, 4... 
that is inthe World, God: is ſtronger not only in 
himſelf, but as working in us,. by the vigorous aſh- 
ſtance of his Grace-to:confirm us, than the Devil : 
alliſted with-all the delights and terrours of the | 
world, and taking advantage of that remaining con- 
cupiſcence which is not intirely extinguiſhed, is, to 
corrupt; and deſtroy us, 

2: All Temptations in-their degrees and” con-+ 
tinuance; are ordered by - Gods Providence, He is 
the preſident of the-combat : none enters into the 
lifts but by his call : in-all Ages the-Promife ſhall be 
verified, God will not ſuffer his People tobe tempted 1 Cor.10-13; 
above what they ave able, They ſball com: off more then R00-8-37+- 
Gonqueronrs, through Chriſt that loves them, And 

as: 
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as St. Luſtin obſerves z more powerfal Grace is 


ouizotee: neceſlary to fortifie Chriſtians, inthe midſt of all - 


oppolition, then Adam at fixſt received. This is 
vilible in the glorious iſſue of. the Martyrs» Who 
loved not their Lives unto the Death: Fox ddam 
when -no perſon threatned him, nay againſt the 
prohibition of God, abuſing his Liberty, did net 
abide in his Happineſs, . when. *'twas moſt ealic to 
him to avoid Sin, But the Martyrs remain firm 
inthe Faith, not anly under Tecrors, but Torments. 
And which is the more admirable, in that {dem ſaw 


* the Happineſs preſexs, which he ſhould forfeic by his 


Diſobedience, and the Martyrs belicved only the 
future Glory they were to: receive, This proceeded 


only from God who was ſo merciful, as to make them 


faithful. Briefly, Unlefs there were a power aboye 
the Divize, the Eli are fecured from faxal Jpoſtacy. 
Our'Saviour tells usthat his Father « preater thanal, 
aud nowe i able to pluck theme out of his - His In- 
vaziahle Will and Almighty Powes puevents their 
peri Indeed. if it were only by the ſtzxength of 
Natural Reaſon,or Courage,that we are toovercome 
Temptations, ſore might be ſo violent: as to make 
the ſtrongeſt ro-faine and fall away : But if the Di- 
vine Power be the Principle that ſupports us, it will 
make the weakeſt victorious. For the Grace of God 
makes us ſtrong, and is not made weak by us. 

From: hence we may fully diſcover the advantage 
we:have by the Goſpel, above the terms of the. fff 
Cavenant, Reſtoring Mercy hath betterd ous 
Condition : We have loſt the integrity of the fix, 
and got the. perfeQion of the ſceaud dJdam: Our Sal- 
vation is-put into a ſtxonger and.ſafer hand. I give, 
ſaithour Redeemer, ws #0 wy ſheep ctexnal Life, rg 
7 
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is ſhall never periſh, weither ſhall k them out 
on wy wy hand. That is an mm cen from 
Is whence no Believer can be taken. Chriſt is our 
o | Friend, not only to the Altar, but now in the 
Ps Throne : Our Reconciliation is aſcribed to his Death, Rom.5-10. 
C our Conſervation to bis Life, He that was created 
e in a ſtate of Nature eould fin and die, but He that 
d is born of God can't fin unto death : the new birth is 1 Joh-3-9- 
1 unto Eternal Life. In ſhort, As the Mercy of God 
y is glorified in the whole work of our Salvation, fo 
7 eſpecially in the firſt, and laſt Grace, it confers upon. 


us. In VYocation that prevents us, and Perſe. 
verance that crowns us : according to the double 
change made in our ſtare, tranſlating us from Dark- 
neſs to Light, and. from. the imperfect. Light of 
Grace, to the full Light of Glory. 

I have more po y diſcoursd - þ wy Ad- 
vantage by the New Covenant, in Glory 
of God, ek the comfort of true Cluiſtians. is fo 
.mych concern'd in it, Tor if Grace and Free-Will' 
are putsin joint comme/ſion, fo that the efficacy of ic 
depends ton. the mutability of the Will, which may 
_ or reject. it, / _ - Ls that 
(which is 1impious to ſuppole} the Son might - 
have died in vain. ” ne which is not cftectual 
without a contingent condition; muſt needs be as un-- 
certain, as the condition.on which it depends, . So 
that although the Wiſdom of God fo admirably 
formed the deſign: of our Salvation, and there is 

ſuch a-connexion in his Counſcls, yet all may be 
defeated: by the mutability of Mans defires. And. 
= © conn 9 C—_ wg we alwaics terrifi-- 
with perplexing jealouſtes, that notwithſtanding. 
their. moſt Lalous Valblations to continue _ 
| uty>, 
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-ftafie. But the Goſpelaſſures us, that God will not... Þ - 
reyerſe his - own- Eternal. Decrees :+ And: that«the 

Redeemer ſball ſee the travel of his Soul, and be 
ſatisfied: and. that Belieyers are kept bythe Power of 
God through Faith unto Satvation, _ 

3- There'is an excellent manifeſtation-of Divine 
Love, in the glorious reward that is promiſed to 'Be- 
lieyers, which far exceeds the primitive felicity of 
Man. + Adam was under the. Covenant-of nature, 
that promiſed a:xeward ſutable to his obedience, and 
ſtate; - The manner of declaring that Covenant was 
natural. \ ee feugs jt 

.. I, External;by the diſcovery of. God's Attributes 
in his Works,from which it-was eafie for man to col- 
le& his duty and his reward. 

2. -Internal, by-his natural faculties. By the lighe 
of Reaſon he underſtood that ſo-long, as he continu- 
ed in his original Innocence, the Creator who from 
pure | anreenas gave him his bciog,. and all the hap- . 
pineſs which was concomitant: with it, would eertain- 
ly preſerve him in the peru enjoyment of ,it. 
But there was no ———_—_— Heaven annexed to that 
Covenant, without which Axa could. attaini no 
knowledg,' nor- conceive. any hopes of. it,: - If there 
had been a neceſſary connexion berween his perfect - 
Obedience, and the life of Glory,it would have been 
revealed to him, to-allure his will :. for there. can be 
no deſire of. an unknown good.. And whereas in the 
Covyenant God principally and primarily regards the 
promiſe, and but, ſecondarily the . threatning, the 
exerciſe of goodneſs being more pleaſing to him than 
of revenging juſtice , tis ſaid; that God expreſly 
threatned Death,but he made no promiſe of Heaven : 


by 


ty; yer-offe-day"they may petiſhby* their ps. Þ > 


A 3 by which 'tis evident it did not belong to that Cove- 


- © "Tis true, God might have beſtowed Heaven as an 


; bleſſed Hope is only | 


*ris a Price to purchaſe glory for Believers.'Tis called ' Tim2-6 


him inhis Ecernal Kingdom, The compleat happineſs 
which he is fully ſatisfied for all his ſufferings, Now 


Heaven of Heavens. Adam was pat into the Tetre- 


| is the Conttivante of Man's Redemption, 20x 


nant, For (it was eafier. for Man to underſtand the 


quality of che puniſhment that attended fin, than to 
conceive of Celeſtial Happineſs, of which he was in- 
capable in his animal ſtate. | mr va 


abſolute gift upon Man, after a coutſe of obedience, 
but 'twas not due by the condition of the firſt Cove- 
nant, A natural work can give notitte to a ſuper- 
natural reward, Mans perſeverance in his duty, ac- 
cording to the Original Treaty, had been attended 
with Immortal Happineſs rs Earth , but the 
in the Goſpel, and un- Tit. 2.13. 
ſpeakably tranſcends the felicity of Nature in its 
conſummat ſtate. 
This Reward is anſwerable to the unvaluable trea- 
ſure which was laid down for it. The Blood of the Son 
of God as 'tis a Ranſom to redeem us from miſery, ſo 


title to the Heavenly Inheritance, Our impunity is the « 
effe& of his Satisfaction, our poſitive happineſs of his 
redutdant merit.God was ſo well with his per- 
{*& Obedience, which infinitely es that of an 

meer creature, that he promiſed to confer upon « 2 
who believe in him, all the glorious qualities becom- 

ing the Soris of God, and f& make them aſſociates with 


of the Redeemed, is the Redeemers recompence, in 

the tfanſcendent excellency.of this above the firſt ſtate 

of Man, will more vi a by conſidering, 
1. The place where "ris > and that's 


Dd - #rmal 
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202 The Hirmony of the Divine Attributes, 
ſtrial P aradiſe,a place ſutable to his natural being,and: 
abounding with all pleaſing objets. ; but they were. 
ſuch as creatures of a lower kind enjoyed with him. 
But Heaven is the Element of Angels, their native 
ſeat, whoare the moſt noble part of the Creation. 
'Tis the true Palace of God, intirely ſeparated from 
the impurities and.imperfeRions, - the alterations and 
changes of the lower. World z where he reigns in. E- 
ternal Peace. Ts the Temple of the Divine Majeſty, 
where his excellent Glory is revealedin the moſt con- 
ſpicuous manner. *Tis the habitation of his holineſs, 
the place where his honourawells, 'Tis the ſacred Man: 
fion of Light, and Joy, and Glory, . Paradiſe with 
all its pleaſures was but a ſhadow of it. 
IT. The Life of Adam was attended with innocent 
iafirmities. . For the body being compoſed of the 
* ſame principles with other ſenſitive. creatures, 'twas 
liable to hunger, and-thirſt, and wearineſs, and. was 
co be repaired by food.and ſleep. 4dam was made a 
\Cor.1.4 {H=ing Soub, therefore ſubject to. thoſe - inclinations 
. 174 and neceſſities whichare purely animal. And although 
| whilſt innocent, no diſeaſe could ſeize on him, yet he 
| w as capablc of hurtful impreſſions: though he ſhould 
N | -have been preſerved from: death, yeb he was periſh- 
3 abte. His life was-in a pcrpetual flux : 'rwasImmor- 
ral not 'meerly iromthe temperament of his Body;but 
to be ſuſtained by the power of God in the uſe of 
means. From hence it follows that. Adam in his na- 
tural ſtate, was, not capable-of the viſion of God. 
Heaven is too pure an Air for him to have lived in. 
The Glory of it is inconſiſtent with ſuch a t 'd 
- Body.. Fleſh and Blood cannot inherit the Kin of 
ICOr-15- 59 eaves: The faculties would be confounded wit 
its overcoming brightneſs, Till the ſenſitive powers | 
- are; 


_ 


L E ', 
G4 
© : 
' 


comeſpiritual,; they. cannor- converſe with. gtori 
objects.. Now the bodies of the Saints- 
be into; Spiritual body, and be- preſerved 
as the- Angels by the ſole verrue of the quiokning 
' Spirit, 'The life above ſhall flouriſh in its ful-vigour, 
without any other ſupport,” than the Divine -power 
that- fieſt orcated it." And as the body ſhall be'ſpi- 
ritual; fo eruely immortal, and free fromall corrup- 
tive z as the Sun which for-ſo many ages hath 
fined wich 04a drightnels $o.the Woke 
hath a dureable tulneſs of light in it; 'In this reſpet 
the Children of the Reſurrection, axe equal tothe Au- Luk.20. 36, 
gels, who being pure Spirits, do- not marry- to per- 
petuare- their -kind, for - they never die. And-the 
optos body ſhall be cloathed with. a more-Divine 

uty in the ReſurreQion, than Aden had in. the 
Creation, The glory of the ſecdnd Temple ſhall ex- 
cel that of the firſt. In ſhort, the firſt Mar war of 1C0r-15-47, 
the Earth | earthy, and+could derive but an 
condition to his deſcendents : But the Lord Chrift is 
from Heaves, and is the principle of an Heayenly 
and Glorious life to all chat are united to him. 
... HH. The felicity of Heaven exceeds the firſt,in 
the manner anddegrees of the fruition, andthecon- 


0 ' tinuance of it. «7 FP 


. ..t; The Viſion of God in Heaven is immedi- 
ate, Adam was a ſpeRator of God's Works, and 
hisun ing being full of Light, he cleacly diſ- 
cover'd the Divine Attributes in their effe&s. The 
| Rrgaks of. the:| Creators Hand arc: engraven. in all 
theparts of the Univerſe, The Heavens, and Earth, 
and all things in them, Ws 263 teſtimonics - 

2 cane 
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Rom. I +2ZOs 


1 Joh. 3-2. 


_ The: Harmony. of the Divine Attribates 
the excellency of their Author. The inviſible things 
of God from the (reation of the World are c learly-ſoen, 
And the knowledg that ſhined in his ſoul, pxoduced 
a tranſcendent eſteem of the-Deity, in whom Wiſ- 
dom and Power are united in their ſupreme degree; 
and a ſuperlative love and delight in. him for his 


Mak «a: 
ly 


| goodneſs, Yet his ſight of God was but through 4 


Glaf,an.eclipling medium, For inferior beings are fo 


imperfe&,that can give buta weak reſemblance 
of his infinite perfeftions. But the ſight of God'in 
Heaven, is called, the ſeeing of him as he is, and fig- 


nifies the moſt clear and compleat knowledge, which 
the rational ſoul when purified and raiſed to its moſt 
perfett ſtate can receive ; andout-ſhines all. the dif. 
coveries. of God in the lower World. Adams had a 
viſible copy.of his inviſible beauty, but the Saints in 
Heaven ſee the glorious Original.' He ſaw God in 
the reflection of the Creature, but the Saints are 


' 2Cor-13:12, under the dire& beams of Glory, and ſee him face to 


face, All the Attributes appear in their full and 


brighteſt luſtre to them... Wiſdom, Love, pubicey 
Holineſs, Power, are manifeſted intheirexaltation; 
And the glorified Soul, to qualify it for- converſe 


+ with God in this intimate manner, hath amore excel 


lent conſtitution. then was given to it in the -Crea- 
tion. A new edge is put upon the faculties whereby 
they are fitted for thoſe'objets which. are peculiar to 
Heaven, The.intelleQualeye is fortified for the im- 
mediate. intuition of God.. Adam in Paradiſe was ab+ 
{ent from the Lord,in compariſon of the Saints who en- 
compaſs his Thrope,& are-in the preſence of his Glory, 

Beſides, *Tis: the peculiar excellency'of the Hea- 
yenly Life, that' the Saints every moment enjoy it. 
without. any allay, in the higheſt degree of its Per- 
feion, , 


which bein 
' jt are not 


capable. 
nefaFor; 


Ys -, 
*Y 
_ 
* © 


in the Contrivance of Man's Redemption.” 
The life of Adam was alwaies in a circle of 
low and mean funions of the Animal Nature, 

common. to him and Beaſts, the ats of 
ritly Hymane. But the Spiritual Life 

in Heaven is entirely freed from thoſe ſervile neceſli- 

ties, and- is ſpent in the eternal performance of the 

moſt noble a&tons of which the ixzeligent Nature is 

The Saints do alwaies contemplate,. ad-- 
mire, love, enjoy, and praiſe their.everlaſting Be- 

God is tothem all in all. X 

* In ſhort, That which prefers the Glory gf Hea- 

yen © z»finitely before the firſt "ſtate of Man, is the 

continuance of it for cver : *Tis an unwithering and 


feftion- 


- neyer-fading Glory. © Adam was liable to Temptari- 


ons, andtapable of Change, he fell*in the Garden 
of Ed:», and was ſentenc'd to die, 
the 'SanQtuary of Life and Immortalicy , 'tis inac- 
The Serpext that corrupted 
. Payadiſe with "its Poiſon, can't enter there, 
there is no ſeed of Corruptian within, ſo no cauſe * 
Our Redeemer offer d Himſelf by 
the Errynal Spirit; and purchaſed an eternal Inheri- 


ceſſible to any evil, 


of © it withour. 


But Heaven 1s 


tance for his People, Their Felicity is full and per- 


petual, without encreaſe, for in the fi-/# moment 'tis 

re, and thall continue without declination. The 

ay of Judgment is called the Laſt Day : For Daies, 
and Weeks, and Moriths, and Years,the Revolutions 
which now meaſure Time,ſhall then-be ſwallowed up 
in an unchangeable Eternity. . The Saints ſhall be for 
ever with the Lord, And in all theſe reſpects, the 
Glory of the Redeemed, as far exceeds the Felicity 
of Man in the Creation, as Heaven,.-the bright Seat 
of it, is above the fading beauty of the terreſtrial Pa- 


CHAP-,. 


radiſe. . 


As 


1 Theſ.4-. 
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CHAP. XI. 


Redeeming Love deſerves our higheſt Admiration, and 
humble Acknowledgments, The illuſtration of it by 
ſeveral Conliderations, God is infinitely amiable 

in aw.” yet hu Love is tranſient to the Crea- 

ture, Tis admirable in Greating and Preſervi 

Man, wore in Redeeming him - and by the Deal 

;f his. Son. The diſcovery of God's Love in our Re- 

10n 5. the 70g ſt perſuaſive to Repentance. 

The Law is in:ffcitual to produce real Repemtance, 

The common benefits of Providence are inſufficient $0 

cauſe Faith and Repentance 7» the guilty Greature, 

The clear diſcovery oy Mercy in the Goſpel - 

can only remove our Fears, and induce us toreturnto » 

God, The tranſcendent Love of God ſhould: kindle 

in ws 4 reciprocal Love to Him; - His Excellency, 

and His ordinar nag Mankind came prevail 
upon us to hve Hi » His Love-tow in Chriſt only 
conquers our Hatred... Our Love to Him muſt -be 
ſincere a»d ſuperlative. 'The defpifing of Saving 

Mercy is the-ligheſt Provecation. It makes theCon- 

demnation of Men muſt juſt.certain, and heavy, 


1. 'J” His Redeeming. Love deſerves our higheſt 
Agmiration, and moſt. humble acknowledg- 
ments. If we confider God aright, . itmay raiſe our 
wonder, that He is pleaſed kay 4 indneſs vu 
any created being. For in Him is all that is excellent 
and amiabl:;, and 'tis eſſential to the Deity,] to have 
the perfe& knowledg of Himſelf,” and perfe@ Love 
to Himſelf, His Love (being proportioned to his 
Excellencies, the a is infinite, as the objeit : And 
the 


in the Contrivance of Man's Redemption, 
the perfections of the Divine Nature, al 
to his Love, *tis a juſt cauſe of admiration | 2 tis 
not confined to himſelf, but is tranſient and goes 
forth to the Creature. When Devid looked npto 
the Heavens, and ſaw the Majeſty of God written 
im CharaQers of light, he admires that Love which 


— 
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firſt made Man 4 litle lower then the Angels, and Crown p(,1.g. 


ed hins with Glory and Honor, and that providential 
carewhich is mindful of him, art viſits hinf every 
moment. Such an inconceivable diſtance there'is 
between God and Man, that *tis wonderful, God will 
ſpend a thoughe us. Lord, what is Man that 
takeſt k 
theu makeft account 


him * Mar is like to va Ires 
dayes are 45 4 that paſſeth ww 

in this world hath ts Ro or Me is like 
—— upon 4 cauſe thee is in per- 


penn rr en e Forks Sun, and is ztwayecs 
Gang it in 


the derkneſs ofthe night. 
conlider Man in the quality of a ſinner, 
and what God hath wrought for his r , weare 
overcome with amazement. All farvurs 
are but foils to this miraculous Mercy intuniea. 
ably below the leaſt inſtance fern without it 
[agg 1 vrwny levator dy ren oro 
of our fature miſery 
IRE ſtate, deftroyed by our 
ſelves, and yet,O Goodneſs truly Divine ! ke loved 
. ufo far,as tomake the way for our recovery. Highs 
Mountains were to be levelled, and great depths ro: 
be filled up, before we could arrive at bleſſednefs ; alt 


done.. He hath brought the Curſe of 


this.God 
por-the innocent, and expoſed: his be- 
od ons Sou. tothe Sword of his Juſtice,. ns” 4 
OW. 


e of him 7 or obs Jop of Man that p,1, 
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blow from us. What aſtoniſhi Jn is it, that 


God whois the Author and -end'o — ſhould 
become the means of our Salvation * | And by the 


 loweſtabaſement? What is ſo worthy of admiration - 


as that the Eternal ſhould become mortal, that- being 
in the form of God, he ſhould take on him the form 
of a Servant, that the Judge of: the World*ſhould 
be. condemned” by the guilty, that he ſhould leave 
his Throne in Heaven to be nailed to the Crols; that 
thePrince of Life ſhould taſte of Death © Theſe are 
the great Wonders which- the Lord-of Love hath 
performed,and all for ſinful, miſerable and unworthy 
Manz who” deſerved not the leaſt drop of that Sweat 
and Blood he ſpent for him : and without any - ad- 
vantage» to himſelf, for what -content. can. be. add- 
ed to his-felicity by a curſed Creature ? Infinite 
Love,that is as adrricable as ſaving ! Love that paſſeth 
Knowledge ! and is as much above -our comprehenfi- 
onas delert. In natural things, - admiration is the 
etfe& of ignorance, but here /tis increaſed by Know- 
ledg.. For the more we underſtand the -excellent 
Greatneſs of God, and the vileneſs of Man, the more 
we ſhall admire ſaving Mercy. ) 

And the moſt bumble acknowledgments are - due 
for -it, When David told Mephiboſheth, that he 


2Sam-9.7,8- ſhould eat bread with him at his T ble continnally, he 


bow:d himſelf, and ſaid, What is thy Servant , that 
thoy ſboulde5t-look on ſuch a dead Dog as I amp A 
ſpeech ful of gratitude, and humility z yet he was of 
a Royal extraction, thongh at that time in a low'con- 
dition, With a far greater Tenſe of our unworthi- 
neſs,we thould tefle& upon that condeſcending Love, 
that provides the Bread of God for the. foot of our 
Souls, without which we had periſht for want, Das+ 

| via 


% 
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In the Contrivance of Max's Redemption. 
that magnifies the 


in thy fight, O Lord God, but thou 


of Iſrael, what is for the Crown of Heaven * and 
and that procured for us by the ſufferings of the Son 


of God. Briefly, Goodneſs is the foundation of 


Glory, therefore the moſt ſolemn and affeRionate 
Praiſe is to be rendered for tranſcendent Goodneſs, 
The conſent of Heaven and Earth, is, i» aſcribing 
bleſſing, and honour, and glory to him that fits on the 
Throne, and the Lamb for ever. 

2. The Love of God diſcovered in our Redemp- 
tion, is the moſt powerful perſuaſive to Repentance. 
For the diſcovery of this we muſt conſider, that real 
Repentance is the conſequent of Faith, and always 
in proportion to it, Therefore, the Law which re- 
preſents tous the Divine Purity and Juſtice, with- 
out any allay of Mercy, can never work true Re- 
pentance in a Sinner, When (onſcience is under the 
ſtrong convi&ion of (guilt, and of Gods Juſtice as 
implacable, it cauſes a dreadful flight from him, and 
a retchleſs negle& of means, eſpair hardens, 
Neither is the diſcovery of God in Nature,prevailing 
over the impenitent Hearts of men, *Tis true, the 
viſible frame'of the World, and the con:inual bene- 
fits of Providence, inſtruct Men in thoſe prime 
Truths, the Bcing and Bounty of God to thoſe that 
ſerve Him, and: invite, them to their Duty, God 
E e never 


vid in that divine thankſgiving recorded in the 
Scripture, reflets _ his own meanneſs, and from 
avour of God towards him, Who 
am |, O Lord God?! and what is my hoaſe, that thoy * $39-7-18, 
haſt brought me hitherto * and this was yet 4 ſmall 
thi Bf Gefen of 
thy Servants houſe, for a great while to come, and is this 
the manner of Man, O Lord God ? it ſuch humble and 


thankful OTEINen were due for the Scepter 
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210 The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 
Ad. 4- 17- never left himſelf without 4 witneſs in any agt : His 
EY Goodneſs ew +. To lead men to Roper and, And 

the Apoſtle aggravates the obſtinacy of Men, that 

render'd thit method entirely fruitleſs, Yur the 
Declaration of Gods Goodneſs in the Goſpel is infs- 

nitely more clear and powerful, than the filent reve- 

lation by the works of Creation and Providence, 

For although the Patience and general Goodneſs of 

God offered ſome intimations that he is p/acable, yet 

not a ſufficient ſupport for a guilty and jealousCrea- 

rure to rely on. The natural notion of Gods Juſtice 

is ſo deeply rooted in the Hamane Soul, that till He 

is pleaſed: to proclaim an A of Grace and Pardon,on 

the conditions of Faith and Repentance, 'tis hardly 

fible that convinced Sinners ſhould apprehend 

Him otherwiſe than an Enemy ; and that all the 

common Benefits they* enjoy, are but Proviſions 

allowed in the iterval between the Sentence pro- 
, nouhce'd by the Law, and the Execution of it at 
Death, Therefore God: to overcome our fears, 

and to melt us into a compliance, hath given in the 

Scripture the higheſt aſſurance of his willingneſs to 

receive all relenting and returning Sinners, He in- 

rerpoſes the moſt folemn Oath to remove our Fuſpi- 
Ezck-33-11. clons, As I ve, ſaith the Lord, I delight not in the 
death of the wicked, but that the wicked twyu from his 

Ezck. 18.23« way and tive. And have I any pleaſure at all that the 
wicked ſhould die? ſaith the Lord God: And not that 

he ſhould return from his ways and live > The majeſty 

and ardency of the Expreſſions teſtifie the truth and 
vehemency of his deſire, fo far as the Excelleycy of 

his Nature is capable to feel our Aﬀections, And © 

the Reaſon of it is clear ; for the Converſien of a 

Sinner implics a thorough change in the Will and 
AﬀeRions 


. iu the Contrivence of Mans Redemption. 
AﬀeRions from Sin to Grace, and that is infinitely 
plealing to Gods Holincfs, and-the giving of Life to 
the copverted is moſt ſuitable to his Mercy. The 
Angels who are infinutly inferiour to Himin Good- 
nels, rejoyce in the Repentance and Salvation of 
Men, Much more God There is an eminent 
difference between his inclinations tocxerciſe Mer- 
cy, and Juſtice, He uſes expreſſions of. eegret when 


Heis conſtrained to puniſh, O that my People had Pa).81. 13. 
bearkned to me, and Iſtacl had walked in my wayes. And Hol. 11. 8. 


bow ſball 1 give thee up,Ephraim © how ſhall T deliver 
thee, Iſrael ? mine heart is turned within mer As a 
merciful Judg, that pities the Man when he obn- 
demns the MalefaQor. . But He diſpenſes Ads of 


Grace with pleaſure, He pardons Iniquity, and paſſes by Mic 7-18. 


tr anſgreſſions, becauſe He delights is Mercy. "Tis true, 
when Sinners are finally obdurate, God-is pleaſed in 
their Ryine,for the honour of his Juſtice , yet, tis not 
in ſuch a mariner as in' their Converſion and Life, 
He doth not invite Sinners to tranſpreſs, that He may 
condemn them: He is not pleaſed when they give oc- 
calion for the exerciſe of his ny above all,we 
have the cleareſt and fureſt diſcovery of pardoning 
Mercy in the Death of Chriſt. For what r 
evidence can there be of God's xeadineſs to pardon, 
than ſendinghis Son into the World to be a Sacrifice 


for$in,that Mexcy without prejudiceto his other Per- 


fetions might upon our Repentance forgive us: And 
what more rational argument is there, and more con- 
vruous to the Breait of a Man, to work in him a ſe- 
rious grief and hcarty deteſtation of Sin, not only 
as 2 curſed thing, but as tis contrary to the Divine 
Will, than the belicf that God, in whoſe Power alone 
QE 3 it 
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Col. I. 21+ tred againſt God, He is 4n enemy ins bis lll $632 
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Me” —_—- ; » 2%%0 {1 NE vie 
ic4s to')pardbn” Sinners; #5 moſt to 
thank, 1f0 wil rev 65 Of. I6E. 
to 


Protligal\im -His/exeream diftzefs Teſolved' to go. 
his/-Father > with penitential acknowledgments "ar 
ſubmiſſion : and, touſe the words of a devout Wo: 
ter,, His guiity Conſcience as deſperate asks him, 
x4 pe, with what hope £ He replies to himfelF; 

qua Fater ef. Ego perdidi quod erat filii ;, ie gud &7 
trit eft non amifit : Though I have neglected che. 4 
ry and loſt the confidence of a Son, he hath not.loſt 
the compaſſionof a Father, Thar Parable repreſents 
Man. in his degenerate forlorn ſtate, and that the Di- 
vine Goodneſs is the Motive that prevails upon 
him to return to his duty, gr 


3- Thetranſcendent Love that God hath expreft 
in our. Redemption by Chriſt, ſhould kindl6 in us 
a/ reciprocal affetion to him. For what 'is more 
natural than that one flame ſhould produce another? 
We love him, bee auſe he loved us firſt. The original of 
our Love to Gods from the evidence of hif to us: 
this alone can ſtrongly and ſweetly draw the heart 
to him, *Tis true, divine excellencies as th 
deſerye a ſuperlative eſteem, ſo the higheſt affeQion : 
but the bare contemplation of them' is ineffectual to 
fire the Heart with a zealous Love ro God. For 
Man-in his Corrupt ſtate' hath a Diabolical Seed in 
him, he ann i rt yn ew Senfualiry, which is * 
an implicit hatr , (for,an cager tite, to 
his which God oe and a fixed Ae 
ſation from what He commands, are the Natu 
cffedts of Hatred,)- But to malignity "and Ad | 


17; 
DT 


wicked 


is the Comrivante of Mane Relemption. 
wicked Works : and this enffirty ariferh from the con- 
fideration of Gods Juſtice, andthe effects of it. Man 
carſnot Sin and be happy, therefore he wiſhes there 
were no God- to whom he muſt be accountable. 
He is no- more wronght on by the Divine perfetions 
and beauries ro love the Deity, than a guilty per- 
ſon, who reſolvedly goes on to break the Laws, can 
be perſwaded to love the Judge, for his excellent 
knowledg, and his inflexible integrity, who will cer- 
tainly condemrt him, Beſides,the grear and abundant 
bleſſings, _ God, as Creator, and Pr be- 
ſtows upon all, cannot prevail upon guilty Crea- 
tures 0s tove him. Indeed the Na raiſed 
us from a ſtate ofnothing, is unfpeakably great, and 
=—_ an Eternal Obligation npon us.T whole ſtock 
of our afﬀedtions is due to Him , for conferring upon 
us the humane Nature,that is common to Kings and 
the meaneſt Beggar. All the Riches 'and Dignity of 
the greateſt Prince, ' whereby he exceeds the pooreſt 
| Wretch, compared tothis benefit which they both 
ſharein. have no more proportion thani a Farthing to 
an immenſe Treaſure, The Inttimerable Exp S 
of Gad's Love tous every Day Mould infinitely co- 
dear Hitn to us,, For who' is' fo, influmane as not 
to love his Parents, or his Friend, who defended him 
from his peculy ir the or telieved hin in his po- 


verty, efpecially 'if che vein of his bounty be not 
dryetup, bat alwayes diffuſes irfelf in new. favours? 
If-we love the memory oftfiat'Emperour,. who re- 
fleting _t day that paſt without” His beſtow- 
ing ſome benefic, with grief faid, Diem perdids, T have 


ing 
lo a day ; how much more thould we love God who- 
eve 


moment beſtows mnumerable bleſſings upon 
his Creatares,' Bat ſinful Min hath contracted ſuch 


an- 


75 
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The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 
- an unnatural hardneſs, th he receives no impreſſions 
from the renewed Mercics of God. He vi the 
- Pringiples of Nature, and Reaſon. jFor . how unna- 
tutal is it, not to- love our Benefactour, when the dull 
. Ox andthe ſtupid Aſs ſerve thoſe that feed them * 
and how unreaſonable, when the Publicans return 
love for love ? Now there is nothing that can per- 
faly overcome our hatred, but the conſideration of 
that Love, which hath freed ns: from Eternal Miſe- 
ry :. for the guilty Creature will be alwayes ſuſpi- 
cious, that notwithſtanding the ordinary benefits 
of Providence,God is an enemy to it : and till Man is 
convinced,that in loving God,he moſt trulyloves him- 
ſelf, he will never ſincerely affe&t him. This was one 
oreat deſign of God in. the Way, as well as in the * 
Work of our Redemption, to gain our hearts intire- 
ly to himſelf, He ſaves us in the moſt endearing, and 
obliging manner. As Davids affection declared its 
ſelf, I will not ſerve the Lord with that which coſÞ me 
nothing: So God would not ſave Man with that which 
coſt him nothing, but with the deareſt price hath 
ed a Title toour Love. God was in Chriſt re- 
conciling the World wo himſelf, as well as through 
'. hi to Os uh pam He hath 
ropounded ſuch Arguments for our Love, ſo power- 
Rk and ſublime, that Adaw in Innocence was unac- .. 
quainted with, He ſent down his own Bowels to 
teſtific His AﬀeQion to us. And that ſhould bethe 
indearment of our Love, which -was the 
greateſt evidence of his, . ; 
And if we conſider the Perfon of our Redeemer, 
what more worthy object of ous affetion than Chriſt? 
And Chriſtdying with all the circumſtances of diſho- 
.nour and pain, a2d dying thus for Love, and pon 


end. AWNCEtS bY COTE 


2noils1 rn wry 
cannons Rn fads 4 y my 


He:js.rinre amiable'on the'© , 
Clatus. ubrrter Ai Tet nay, ak b 
4 is ve.” 
dacedthe Anger-of 'Heaven, and the re 
Eairh ''There we might ſee 'Y ſadned, Faith fear- Quid violen- 
ings; \Salvation * ſuffering, . d tus triumpha 
Redeemer,whar couldſt thou have done or Suffered-3<.v7 Carino 
mores tb quicken 6ur dead Powers, and jnflyme oy ecari triſti- 
cold: Hearrs toward thee £ How can we remembeg nar. 
thy bleeding;* Lying Love without an Extaſy - patiy vitam 
fe@ion! Bax. more inſenſible than the Rocks, *”* 
'tiximpoſſible but we muſt be touche WY | 
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an Angel by ſpecial del had been 
= to have trod Satan under our feet, our obliga- 
Sem tm fu dow nec, od ue ne 

been intercepted aſcending to 
Cds \' For Salvation is 4 er benefit; than.the 
_ to us our ll, As the priva- 

felici with the a&ual ny that i oppo 
oth, » Ss in A Ge ONES Mat-2624, 
''Y 

Fo, Wes a fr ihs Mor he bb KIPu been 
borns\' R 


creating. Now 
the Sdn of God che myeharc our rok wy 
alone wrought he Sh 

an: - wy are SL Shs | 

V our F ſacha = f 
rumdiobsartintenſc' and ardent love bears.. no- 
mow'propertionto his, rows art to the Element 
of Bite Beſides, His Love to. us was pure, and 
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The Harmotly of the Divine Attributes 
without any benefit to himſelf , but ours to him is 
profitable to ourSouls, for their eternal advantage. 
Yet with this He 'is fully ſatisfied ; when we love 
Him in the quality of a Saviour, we give Him the 
Glory of that he deligus moſt to be Glorified in, 'that 
is, of his Mercy tothe miſerable. For this reaſon he 
inſtituted the Sacrament of the Supper, the coneri- 
vance of his Love,to refreſh the memory of his Death, 
and quicken our fairfffing loye to him, Now the Love 
that our Saviour-requires muſt be, 

"1, Sincereand Unfeigned, This declares it ſelf 
by a care to pleaſe Him in all things. If a Mar love 
me, ſaith our Saviour, he will keep my Commanaments. 
Obedience is the moſt natural and neceſſary produt 
of Love. For Love is the ſpring of Aion, and em- 
ploys all the faculties in the ſervice of the perſon lo. 
ved. The Apoſtle expreſſes the force of it by an em- 
phatical Word, The Love of Chriſt conſtrains ws1 it 
ſignifies to have onebound, and ſo much under power 
that he cannot move without leave. As the inſpired 
Prophets were carried by the Spirit, and intirely ated 
by his motions. Such an abſolute Empire had the Love 
of Chriſt over him, roling all the inclinations of his 
Heart, and actions of his Life, *Tis this alone makes 
Obedience chearful, and conſtant. For Love is 
ſeated in the Will, and the. Obedience that proceeds 
from it, is out of choice, and purely voluntary, Ns 
Commanament is grievous that is performed from Love. 
And it makes Obedience conſtant: that which is 
forced from the imprefion-of tear is unſteadfaſt , but 
what is mixt with delight is laſti 

2. Our Love to Chriſt muſt be ſupreme, exceed- 
ing that whichis giventoall inferiour Obje#s. The 
moſt elevated and entire AfcRion is due ro Him who 

| | ſaves 


, 
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is 0 htc rb uIaR. 
ors GORE m—_ extreme and eter- 
nal, and beftows i immortal 
and undefiled. ie (HE and all the © 


Li 
of it, Relations, Eſtates are"to be difvalued; 


: 


fet in compariſon with Him. Novi Oy an ipott 
ble ſuppoſition) they could be ſeparated, our Savi- 


our ſhould be more dear to fis than Salvation, For 
He declared greater Love in giving Himſelf for our 
Ranſom, than in gitirg Heaven to be our Reward, 
When we love Him in the higheſt Weary of- 
pable of, we have reaſon to mourn r the im 

tection of it. Inſhort, A Saperlative Love as tis 
due to our Redeemer, ſo *tis nr Exc 1 by Hitn. 


2 #7 


He that loveth father or mother, ſon wor] 16 wp more . Mat. 10.37. 


than Him, is not worthy of Ny - And 
in other places that we muſt hate chem, to fhews, 
that this Love ſhould ſo far exceed the Aﬀettion that 
is due to thoſe perſons, that in all occaſions where 
_ They divide fromvChriſt, we ſhould our ſelves 

as if wehad only ID 
an averſation. ' Indeed the any th 


Heart, that is theonly Pr | 
4. What an hight Provocation 


CS Ca noney Tg ag 
The Son of God hath engred ll all the Teeureo 
ove, 


| whe Divine Attributes, 
| hach paſt th La _ 
wreeched Caprives, He m 
; and thorns to come "and ui, He 
follicits them to receive Pardon and Liberty, _ 
the conditions of Acceptance and Amendment, 
which are abſolutely neceffary to qualific them for 
Felicity: Now it they flight the Benefit, and re- 
nounce their uulns tag, if they ſell themſelyes 
ainunder the Servitude of Sin, and gratifie the 
Dev il with a new conqueſt oyer'them z whata bloody 
Cruelty is this to their on Souls, and a vile indig- 
nity to the Lord of Glory © And are there any ſer- 
vite ſpirits ſo charm'd mich their miſery, and ſo in 
love with their chains, who will ſtoop under their 
cruel Captivity, to be reſerved for eternal Puniſh» 
ment? Who canbelieveit * But alas Examples. are 
numerous and ordinary: The moſt by a Folly as 
bee Sei as their Ingratitude, prefer their Sins be- 
ot ir Saviour, and {a that which is the only 
object of Hatred, -and hate Hin who is the moſt 
NE obje@ of Love.. *Tis amoſt aſtoniſking: con- 
fideration, that Love ſhould. perſuade Chriſt to-die 
for 'Men, and that they. (bould. crample upon his 
Blood, and chooſe rather to Gieby themſelves, than 
to live'by Him.. That God be ſo. caſie: to for- 
ve, and Man. ſo hard to be forgiven, This is a 
- Sin of thar tranſcendent height, ee ch, 
tions of Sydom and- Gomorrah, are not equal. to 
This cxaſperates Mercy, that dear and tender Aru 
dute ; the, only Advocate in God's Boſom for us: 
This makes the Judge irreconcilable. | The reje ejeRing 
of life upon the graciousterms of the, Goſpel,makes 
the conde mnationof Men moſt juſt, certain,and hea 
vY 


8? 
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Et. Moſt: 


equal they ſhould inherit their own choice : 
i judge themſelves unworthy of Eternal Life. 
CI will juſtifie the ſevereſt doom ognuaſt 
2, It makes their condemnation certain, and final. 
The Sentence of the 'Law is reverſible by an 
peal to.an Court; but that of the Go 
{ the rs of Mercy will remain in its 


for ever. He that believes not, is condemn d al- Joh.z 13, 


Ds 'Tis ſome conſolation to a MalefaQor, that 
the Sentence. is not pronounced him : but an 
 undeliever hath no reſpi te. The Goſpel aſſures the 
ſincere Believer, that he ſhall not enter into Condemna- 
_ hs cate his ry we an after ſentence, bur 
_o Oe; doom, againſt thoſe whorejec&t 
ir The Wr 2 abide, on them, Obſtinate in- * 
fidelity ſers evade poſſibility of Pardon : there « 
wo Sacrifite for that Sin, Salvation it ſelf. cannot 
ſave the impenitent Infidel : For he excludes the only |. - 
medns whereby Mercy is conveyed. How def] 
rate- then is the caſe of ſuch a Sinner © - To whe 
SanQuary will he fly ? all the other Actributes con- 
demn him, Holineſs excites Juſtice, and Juſtice awa- 
. kens Power for his deſtrution; andyif Mercy inter- 
.pPoſe not between him and ruin, he muſt periſh ir-- 
recoverably. Who ever loves not the Lord Chriſt «s 
Anithems Maranatha ; He is underan irrevocable 
Ft 2 Curſe, 


Joh.3. 18. 


: mn danuo-ma- 
as, recuperata 
prada ſua, ad- 
verſus Domi- 
mm gaudeat. 
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7 Wilkal ncgle@s of Redceming Mercy aggra- 


vates the Sentence, and brings an extraordinary. 
damnation upon Sinners. B the doom of the 
Law which continues in.its vigour againſttr . 


ſors, the Goſpe! L000 00 avy By wr 
apenitent, #&cauſe Ves wot itt the wame of the: 
only begotten Son of. Ged, . Infidelity is am. outrage 
not.to a Man or, an Angel, but to the Eternal Sen.. 
For the Redemption of Souls is reckoned as a part of 
his xeward, He ſhall: ſee of the travel of his foul aud be 
ſatisfied. Thoſe therefore that. ſpurn at Salvationy, 
deny him the honour ab his ſufferings : and are guilty 
of the defiance of his Love, of the contempe of his. 
Clemency, of the: provocation of the moſt ſenfible 
and ſeyere-Attribute when. 'tis incenſed.. This is to 
ſtrike him at the. Heart, .and to kick againſt his 
Bowels.. This increaſcs the anguiſh of his ſufferings,. 
and imbitters the Cup of- his Paſſion... This xenews 
his Sorrows, and makes his Wounds bleed* afreſh. 


Teri«l.de Pen Ingrateful W retches |. that refuſe to bring Glory to 
ÞÞb.3-19- 


their Redeemer, and bleſſedneſs to.themſelves : that 
rather chuſe that the accufer ſhould triumph ir theis 


. miſery, then their Saviour 'rejoyce in their felicity.. 


This is the great condemunation, 'that Chriſt came into 
the World to exempt Men from Death, and they refuſe 
the Pardon, 'Tis an vation of fin above what the 
Devils are capable ot, for Pardon was never offered 
tothoſe rebellious ſpirits, In ſhort, ſo deadly a ma- 
.lignity there isin it, thar it poyſons the Goſpel it ſelf, . 
and turns the ſweeteſt Mercy into the ſoreſt Jndg- 
ment. The Sun of Righteouſneſs who is areviving 


light 
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inthe Cotrivance of Men's Redemption. 
ghe to the penitent Believer, 'is-a conſuming .Fire 
wo the obdurate. How much more tolerable had 
boy the condition of . ſuch Sinners, if ſaving Grace 
never appeared unto Men, or they -had never 
heard of it Ar IO IRR ſhall be 
m proportion to the r1 | goodneſs. 
'Fhe refuſing . Life from Chit, nk us gui 
af his Death. And when he ſhall come in his Glo- 
ry, and be viſibleco all thar Pierced Him, what Ven- 
will be the portion of thoſe who deſpiſed the 
ajeſty of his Perſon, the myſtery of his Compaiii- 


| ons and Sufferings * Thoſe that lived and dyed: in. 


the darkrieſs of Heathenifm, ſhall have a covler Cli- 
mate'in Helt, then thoſe who neglec>che great Sal-- 


vation. * ; l 
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CHAP, XIL, 


Djvine Juſtice concurs with Mercy iu the work of our 
Redemption. The Reaſons why we are Redeemed 
by the. Satufattion of Juſtice are fpecified: to de-, 
clare Gods hatred of Sin, to vindicate the honour of 
the Law, to prevent the ſecure commiſſion of Sin. 
Theſe Ends .are obtained iz the Death of Chriſt, - 
The reality of the SatisfaQtion made to Divine Juſtice 
confidered, The requiſttes in order to it, The ap- 
pointment of God, who in this tranſaQtion is *tobe 
confidered not as  Judg, that is Miniſter of the 
Law, but as Governowr. His right of Juriſdiction 
to relax the Law as to the exccntion of it, His 
Will declared to —_ the compenſation wade. 
The conſent of owr r was neceſſary. He 


muſt be perfeitly Holy. He muſt be God and 
| Man, 


He Deity in it ſelf is Simple and Pare, withont 
mixture or variety : The Scripture aſcribes 
Attributes to God for our clearer underſtanding. 
And thoſe as eſſential in Him are fimply one : The 
are diſtinguiſh'd only with reſpe& -to the diverſe 
objects on which they are terminated, and the diffe- 
rent effetts that proceed from them, 

The two great Attributes which are exerciſed to- 
wards reaſonable Creatures in their /apſed ſtate, are 
Mercy and Juſtice : theſe admirably concur in the 
work of our Redemption. Although God ſpared 
guilty Man for the honour of his Mercy, yet He 
ſpared not his own Son, who became a Surety for the 
offender, 


iathe Contrivance of Man's Redemption, 


offender, but delivered Him up to a cruel Death, for 
the glory. of his Juſtice, For the clearer _underſtan- 
ding of this, #hree things are to be conſidered ; 

I.. The Reaſons why we are redeemed by the Sa- 
tisfaction of. Juſtice. 

3. The Reality of the SatisfaQtion made by vur 
Redeemer. | 

3. The compleatneſs and perfeRion of it. Con- 
cerning the firf# there are" three different Opinions, 
among thoſe who acknowledge the reality of Satif- 
faction. . | 

.. That 'tis not poſſible-that Sin ſhould be par- 
doned. without Satisfation, Fow# Juſtice being a 
natural and neceſſary excellency -in God, hath an 
unchangablereſpec.to the.qualities whieh are in the 
Creatures : That as the Divine Goodneſs is neceſſa-- 


rily exerciſed towards a Creature perfectly holy, ſo. 


uſtice is in puniſhing the guilty, unleſs a Satiſ- 

Rion ry .if ire not poſſible, con- 
ſidering the. perfeQtion .of the Deity, that Holineſs 
ſhould be unrewarded,; far leſs.can it be, that Sin. 
ſhould be.unpuniſht: fince the. exerciſe of” Jtſtice, 
upon which Paniſhment depends, is more neceflary 
than. that of. Goodneſs, which is-the' cauſe of Re- 
muneration.. For the Rewards. which Bounty 
diſpenſes are pure Favours, whereas the Puniſh- 
ments which Juſtice inflicts, are due. In ſhort, Since 
Juſtice is a PerfeRion, 'tis inGod in a ſupreme: de-- 
gree, and being infinite 'tis inflexible, This Opi-+ 


nion is aſſerted by ſeveral Divines- of eminent 


Learning. 


The Secoxd Opinion is, That God by his 4bſo-- 
lute Dominion and Prerogative, might have releas'd- 


the. Sinner. from . Puniſhment without. any Satiſ- 


faction. . | 


33; | 
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The Harmony of the Divine Arnibore = ; 
faction. Far as by-his Sovereignty He, transfer'd 
the Puniſhment from the -fo-the innocent; ſo 
He haye forgiven Sin, i no Redcemer had in- * 
cepoſe, From hence it follows, that the Death 
A for the Expiation of Sin was neceſſary only 
«with to-the Divine Decree. 

3- The Third Opinion is, That conſidering God 
in, this tranſaction as qualified with Fray x of Su- 
pom any 5, Fenn Governox.of the World, who hath 

ws to direc his Creatures in their Obe- 

-- th no be the rule of his gy with 
them as to Rewards and Puniſhments, He hath fo 
far reſtrain'd the exerciſe of 'his Power, as eden 
the breach of the Law, cither it muſt be executed 
upon the Sinner, or if extraordinarily di with, 
it-aauſt be upon ſuch terms as may ſecure the Ends of 


Government: and thoſe are His own Honour, and 


publick Order, ud. ghe Benale of vhaſo Hee 
erned,, Andupon theſe accounts 'twas' 

No AS ome ons be derek noe 

gu is Re nes hold. be deckard ith 


Fa 2 raified 
by the ry Phy eueury 'tis, that. 


- Guilt is __ natural Paſſion of Sin, that alwaies ad- 


heres to it. -+ Foe as -Godhath a udicia} Power ta 
iofict Puniſhment upon. the Diſobedicnt by vertue' 
of his Soveraignty, ſb-the deſere' of Paniſhmear 


ariſeth - 


vw. FT, WW no. 


In the Cntrivince of Man's Redemption,” © 
gon _ the deſpiling it in the violation of his 

2. ln every Sin there is a contrariety to Gods Ho- 
linefs, And in this'the nafural rarpitede of Sin 
conſiſts, which is receptive of degrees. From hence 
ariſes Gods hatred of Sin, which is as eſſential as 
his Love to Himſelf: che infinite Purity and ReQi- 
tude of his Nature, infers the moſt perfe& abhor- 


rence of whatever is oppoſite to it. The righreons Palm, 5,7, 


Lord loves ri 99." 6d ut the wicked his ſoul hates. 
Now the Juſtice of God is founded in his Sovereign- 
ty Arg: his 7 gr and the reaſon why *'tis exer- 
ciſed againſt Sin, is not an arbitrary Conſtitation, 
but his Holy Nature, to which. Sin ' is ropug nap: 

har God 


| Theſe things being premiiſed, it tollows, 


in the relation of a Governor is ProteQor of thoſe 
Sacred Laws, 'which are to dire& the' Reaſonable 
Creature, And as 'twas moſt reaſonable that in the 
firſt giving the Law, He ſhould lay” the ſtrongeſt 
reftrimt upon 'Man for preventing Sin, by the 
chreataing of Death, thegreateſt evil in it ſelf, and 
in the eſtimation of Mankind ſo 'tis moſt congruous 
to Reaſon, when'the command was broke by Mans 
Rebellion, that the Peary ſhould be infliged cither 
on his Perfon, according to the immediate intent of 
the Law,” or Tomething equivalent ſhould be done, 
thar the Majcſty and Purity of God might appear in 
his Juſtice, and there might be a viſible diſcovery of 
the value He puts on Obedience. 

The life of the” Law depends upon the execution 
of it: for impunity extenuates Sin in the account of 
Men, and in ges to the free commiſſion of it, If 
Pardon be eaſily obtained,Sin wil be cally commirred, 
The firſt cemptation was prevalent by this perfwaſi- 

| G 
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through. weakneſs are fain to ſpare the guilty, 
refer = to God hey ao re ETD 
in the Divine Governmenz. ::-Fqx. God, is; « Us 
free from. any. neceflity of COMPRAHEs Thexe is 
NO eXxIyency.o0t Government. tha t.requires, that any 
Offenders. ſhould eſcape his Severity, Neither 19 
there any Juſtice. above his, ; which, might exa&t Sa-+ 
tisfaction of them. Befides, the Majeſty, of a 


otherwiſe would + ſecwecl iſed, to 


W 
def] 

by inM on to "end G 

fre, Rh, Li ot hy Ft of the Fark 
Oteatire to Hi, twas moſt fit, that the | peo Det 
ous breath of Gods'/Conmand thould n&the 
niſhed; Now, when the Son of God was tnade . Sack: 
fice for Sin, 'and by a bloody Death niade expiation 
of it, the Wortd i is Feroerry © how wi ateful 
Str is ts hitni, the dignity of the Law, is. riatgtained, 
and Sin is moſt effectually UſRkouraged. There i 
Fime rerror; though tiot the fame Higor, 451f all man- 
kind had been finally condemned, Thus it appears 
how becoming God it x. accompliſh our Salya- 


tion ifr ſich! a manner, thar Juſtic "Mercy are 
revealed int thei moſt noble 28d « rt as, and 
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_ The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 
the puniſhment on another, but is to be conſidered 
as Governout,who may by pure JuriſdiQion diſpenſe 
in the execution of the Law, upon thoſe |conſi- 
_——. | IC 
" TheLawis not executed according to the Letter 
of it, for then no finner can be ſaved : but repenting 
Believers are free from condemnation. Nor is it abxo> 
gated, for then no obligation remains as to the du- 
ty,or penalty -of it : but Men are {till bound 'to o- 
bey it, and impenitent Infidels are ſtill under the 
Curſe: The Wrath of God abides upon them, But "tis 
relaxt as to the puniſhment, by the merciful con- 
Senion of the Lawgiver. nk 
Some Laws are not capable of relaxation. in their 
own nature: becauſe there is included moral iniqui- 
ty in the relaxation. As the commands to love God, 


_ and obey Confrience, can never loſe'their bi 


force. 'Tis an univerſal rule that ſuffers'no excepti- 
on, God cannot deny himſelf , therefore he canne- 
yer allow ſin, that dire y oppoſes the perfetions 
of His Nature. Beſides, ſome 'Laws cannot be re- 
Taxt ex hyporhefi, upon the account of the Divine De- 
cree which makes irreyocable.as that all who die 
in their impenitency ſhall be damned. Now there was 
no exprefs ſign annext to the Sandion of the origi. 
nal Law, to intimate, that it ſhould. be unalterable 
as to the letter of it.. The threatning declared: the 
deſert of Sin in the Offender, and the zight of pu- 
niſhing in the Superior; but 'tis ſo to- be underſtood, 
2s not to fruſtrate the power of the Law-giver, 
to relax the puniſhment upon wiſe andjuſt reaſons. 

The Law did neicher, propound, nor exclude this: 


CXxPe-- 


in the, FOR of Mans. Ao 229 
: for judging without paſſion ag2inſt the 
Sinner, it is. with. the puniſhment - ++ the 
Crime. For, 'tis not the evil of the ſuffercr that is 
primacy ES Law, | but the preſervatian 


of pd the honour of the Lawgiver, 
the benefit of thaſe thar arc ſubjeds.: So that the 


relaxing the puniſhment, as to the perſon of-the Sin- 
Fo ene bans tay: anſwers the intent of the 


. 2, As by the right of Juriſdiction, God. might re- 
lax the Law, and appoint a Mediatous to ſe 
by way o: Sons he hath declared > el oe -j0 
| acceptor ml aw-.in 
_ fo to ſulfer, ſo that he x have. re- 

SatisfaQign. ; Lherefore the whole 
onal our Redemption is xefexred co His Will as 
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F _—_— --» Upoiy7Him | comming: into the 
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| mY anothers Debt, unleſs he make himſclt 
Su it, Briefly, The Appointment'of God, 
andthelndertaking of Chriſt, ro redeem) us from this 
Curſe of the Law by his ſuffering it; are-the Foucida- 
3. He that 'interpos'd as Mediator muſt 'be 
fealy Holy, otherwiſe he had been liable ro fic 
for his own Sin.' And guilty Blood is impure and 6c 
rapt, /apter to ſtain" by -its-cffafionw* 
than to purge away Sin, 


two as inſeparable, He - 


Reconciliation could not be 'obtained by their M 
niſtry : For how' can one/Captive ganſom another 
or in'expiate Sin's But our Mediator was abſolute* 
innocetir; without the leaſt tinRure of Sin origina 
CE EEE Ln 
ner, i ely di e impuriries of the 
carth. Thatwhich is produced. in an ordinary way 
receives its propriety from ſecond Cauſes, and cox 
traQs the defilement that cleaves to the whole Pe! 
cies: Whatever ic born of blood, and the will of the 
fleſb, that is form'd of the ſubſtance of the Ficſh, and 

by the ſenſual Appetite is defiled: - buc though | 
" was 
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was form'd "of the ſubſtance of the Virgin, yet by 
vertue” of an Heavenly Principle, according to the 
words of the Angel to her,” The Holy Gho#t ſhall come 
wpon thre, and the power of the Higheſt ſhall everſhadow = 1-35: 
thee ; therefore all that oly thing that ſhall b: born of 
thte, ſhall be called the Son of God, He came” in the 
appearance only of ſinful fleſh. As the Brazen Ser- gom.s.z. 
pznt had the figure, and not the poiſon of the fiery 
nt. He was without a&«a! Sin; He foil'd the 
'Tempter in all his arts and methods wherewith he 
tried Him. He reſiſted the Luſt of the Fleſh, by 
refuſing to make the ſtones Bread to aſſwage his 
_ Hunger, and the Luſt of the Eyes indeſpiling the 
insdoms of the World with all their Treaſures ; 
andthe Pride of Life, when he would not throw him- 
*. ſelf down, that by the interpoſing of Angels for 
| «His reſcue, there might be a viſible proof that He 
© © *was the Son of God, The Accuſer himſelf confelſt 
” Him''to bethe Ho/y One of God : he found no cor- Mar. 1.24. 
 "ruyption within Him, and could draw nothing out 
- - of him. Fedas that betrayed him,and Plate that con- 
demned him, ' acknowledged his Innocence, He 
perfely fulfill'd the Law, and did alwaies what 
pleaſed his Pather. In the midſt of his Sufferings, 
no'irregular motion diſturbed his Soul, but He al- 
wales expreſt the higheſt Reverence to God, and in- 
credible Charity to Men. He was compared to a 
Lamb,(for his Paſſion and- his Patience) that quietly 
dies at the foot of the Altar. 
 Befides, We may conſider in our Mediator not 
only a perfe& freedom from Sin, but an impoſſibility 
that he ſhould be toucht by ir. The Angelical Na- 
ture was liable to folly ; but the Human: Nature 
by its in'imate and unchangeable Union with the 
H h Diviac 
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The Harmeny. of the Diviae Attributes 
Divine is eſtabliſkt above all ality of Falling. 
The Deity 'is. Holineſs *.; felt, and by ies perſonab 
preſence, is agreater p.eſervative from ſin, than ei- 
ther the viſion of Godin Heaveny or the moſt perma- 
nent habit of —_ {bu Cn us the Som 
can do nothing of himſelf, according to the patterm 
the F uber fs him.Now the peofe@ Holineſs of our 
Redecmer hath a ſpecial efficacy in ing his 
Death to be the expiation, of Sin,as the Scripture fre- 
quently declares. ' For ſuch aw high Prieſt became us 
who is holy, harmleſs, undefiled and ſeparate from ſinners. 
And he that knew noſis, was made fin for us, vhat we 
might be made the Righteouſneſs of God in him, We 
are Redeemed not with —_— things, as Sitver,and 
Gold, but mith the precious Blood of Chriſt a5 of a Lamb 
without blexiſh, and without ſpot, Aud by his knowledg 


[hall my righteous Servant juſtifie mayy. 


4. ' Twas requiſite the Medjator ſhould be God and 
Man, He muſt aſſume the nature of Man, that he- 
___ be put in his ſtead in order to make fatisfaRi- 
on for hum.. He-was tobe our repreſentative, there- 
fore ſuch a comuncion- between us muſt be, that 
God might eſteem all his People to ſufferin him, By 
the Law of Iſ-aetthe right of RedemptiOh belonged 
to him that was next in blood: Now "Chriſt took 
the Seed of Abraham,- the original element of our 
nature, that having a right of Propriety in us as. 
God, He might have a right of Propinquity as Man. 
He was allied to all Men, as Men : that His ſuffer- 
ings might be-ugiverſfally beneficial, And Hemuſt 
be God: *tis not his Innocency onely, or Deputati- 
on, but the Dignity of His Perſon that qualifies Him 
to be an all-ſyfficient Sacrifice for Sin, ſo that God 
may diſpenſe pardon, ina way that is honourable to 

| Juſtice, 


is vhe Gontrivance of Man's Redemption. 
Juſtice. For Juſtice zequires a proportcton'between the 
Puniſhment amd the Orime : and that receives its 
quality from the dignity. of the perſon offended. 
Now.ſince the Majeſty of God is infinite againit 
whom-fin is committed, the gniltof it can never be 
expiated but by an iafinice SatisfaQion, There is 
n0 Io gre man Heeven that could fave 
us, but:the 5 » who betng equal to Him in 
atnefs, became Man. | 


If there had beenſach compaſhon-m the Angels as - 


to have inclinedthem, tointerpoſe between Juſtice 
and us, they had not Þeen qualified for (that Work: 
not only upon the account of their different nature, 
ſo thatiby ſabftirationthey-eould not ſatisfie for us , 
- nor that being immaterial ſubſtances, they are cx- 
empred.from the dominion of death, which was the 
thment denounc'd againftrhe finner,andto which 
is Suvety 'muſt be ſubjected : but principally that 
being /finite'Creatures they are incapable to atone 
aniincenfed God, Who among all their plorious 
Orders duzft appear before fo-confuming a fire? who 
could bave been.an - Altar whereon to'fandtifie a Sa- 
crifice to Divine Juſtice * no _ Creature how 
worthy ſo ever.could 'propitiate the fapreme Majeſt 
when Zaſtly provoked. Our Redeemer was to be 
the:Lord of Angels. The Apoſtte tells us that it 
pleaſed the Father that in him all fulnefs ſhould dwell 
This teſpe&s-not His original Nature, but his OE 
fice, and the-reaſon- of it 1s, to reconcile by the. blood 
of the (roſf,,things in\Hoaven, and in the Earth. From 
the greatneſs of the Work we may infer the quality 
of themeans, and from the quality of the means, the 
Narure of the Perſon thatis to perform ir. Peace 
with God who was provoked __ Rebellion, could 
Ha 2 only 


235 


Act. 4.12. 


236 


The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 
only be made by an infinite Sacrifice. Now in Chriſt 
the Deity it ſelf, not its influences,. andthe fulneſs 
of it, not any particular perfeQion- only, dwelt really 
and ſubſtantially. God was preſent in the Arkin 
a ſhadow; and repreſentation , He is preſent” in na- 
rure by his ſuſtaining Power, and in his Saints by 
ſpecial favour, and the eminent effecs,the Graces and 
Comforts that proceed from it 3 buthe is preſent in 
Chriſt in a ſingular and tranſcendent manner... The 


_ Humanity is related to the Word. not only as a 


Creature to the Author of its being, for in this re- 
ardit hath an equal reſpect to all the perſons, but 
y a peculiar conjundion : for *tis actuated by the 

ſame ſubſiſtence as the Divine Eſſence is in.the Son, 

but with this difference, the one is voluntary, , the 
other neceſſary; the one is eſpouſed by 'Love, the 
other received by Nature. 

Now from this intimate Union;there is a commu- 
nication of the ſpecial qualities of. both natures to 
the Perſon of Chriſt:.Man is exalted:to be the Son of 
God, and the Word abaſed to be the Son'of Man. 
As by reaſon of the vital Union between. the Soul 
and Body, the pntiepony of Man, 'tis truly ſaid 
that he-is rational in & of. his ſoul, and mortal 
in reſpe& of his body. This Union derives an infinite 
merit to the obedience of Chriſt, For the humane 
nature having its complement from the Divine Per- 
ſon, *tis not the nature fimply conſidered, but the 
perſon that is the fountain of aQions.. To illuſtrate 
this by an inſtance : . the civil Law determines that 
a tree tranſplanted from one ſoile to another, and 
taking root there, it belongs to the owner of that 
ground, in regard that receiving nouriſhment from a 


. new earth, it becomes as it were another tree, though 


there 


. 
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inthe Contrivance of Man's Redemiption. 
there be the ſame individual root,. the ſame-body, 
and the ſame ſoul of vegetation as before. Thus the 
humane nature taken, from the common maſs: of 
Mankind, and tranſplanted by perſonal Union into 
the Divine, is tobe reckoned as intirely belonging 
to the Divine, and the actions proceeding from 
it are not meerly humane, but are raiſed above their 
natural worth, and become meritorious.. One hour 
of 4 nar oy” ny — an _ 
ing dupation ſpent by Angels and Men inthe prai- 
ſexof him. For the ay perte& creatures = li- 
mited, and finite, and their ſervices cannot fully 
correſpond with the Majeſty of Gody but when the 
=> made Fleſh, and entered into a new ſtate 
of ſubjeQtion,. he glorified Godin a Divine manner 
and moſt worthy of him. He that comes from above, 
i above all, The allſufficiency of his SatisfaQion 
ariſes from hence, He that was in the form. of God, 
and thought it no robbery to be equal with God, that is, 
inthe truth of the Divine Nature He: was-equal with 
the Father, and without fſacriledge, or uſurpation 
polleſt Divine Honour, he became obedient to the 
Death of the Groſs. The Lord of Glory pas Cracified, 


ie are purchaſed by the Blood of God. And the Blood of 


Feſm Chriſt. his Soncleanſeth us from all Sin. The Di- 
vine Nature gives it an infinite and everlaſting effica- 


Fad 'tis obſervable, that the Socinians the-declar- 
ed enemies of his Eternity, conſentaneqully to their 
firſt impious error, deny his Satisfaftion,. For if 
Jeſus Chriſt were but a titular God, his Sufferings 
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how deep ſoever , had been inſufficient to- expiate: 


our 'offence : in His Death He had been only a 
Martyr, , not a.Mediator., For no. Satisfaction: can 
| + be 
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be made to Divine Juſtice, but 'by ſuffering that 
which is equivalent to theguilr of fin, which as tis 
infinitc;:fuch nut the SatisfaRion bs, 
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Divine Juſtice « declared and glorified in the Death uf 
Chriſt. The threefold account 'the Scripture gives 
of #t i: {4s a'Puniſhment inflicted: for Sin, as a-Price 
fo redeens 15 from Hell, as a Sacrifice to reconcile 
#:'to God, Man was 'Capitally guilty. Chriſt 
with the allowance of God mterpoſes 'as he Surety. 
His Death was inflitted on him by the Supreme 
+ The unpullive Cauſe of it was Sin, His 
"were "equivalent to the Sentence of the 
Law. The Effect of them is our Freedom. An 
Anſwer tothe Objeftion, That 'tis a wiolation of 
Juſtice # #rax»5fer the Paniſhment from the guilty 

-ro the inmocerit, The-Death of Chriſt is he Price 
- thutredcems from Hell, This fingutar 'effedt of his 
Death __—_ it from the death of - the Mat- 
tyrs. Ap Anſwer to the Objections. - How could 
God reteive this Price, fince he gave his Son to that 
Death which redeems us * hut how our Redeemer, 


poſing him God, can make Satisfaftion to Him- 
ſelf * The Death of Chriſt repreſented as a Sacri- 
fice, The Rapheonty Sacrifices under the Law 
were ſubſtitated in the place ty Men. The 
Effects of hem an ya AS aceefond reſpeet, 
zo God, Sin and Men: The Atonement of Anger, 
the Expiation of Sin, 4v#d Brcedom from Puniſh- 
ment, All ſbrts of Placatory Sacrifices-are referr'tl 
to Chrift, and the effe&s of 'them in 'a ſublime 


aud 
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and. perfech manner. No prejudice to the Freeneſs 
and Greatneſs of Godin Love, that Chai by be 
Death reconciled Hime to men. 


' Aving premiſed:theſe things, I ſhall now-prove 
, that the Divine F«ſtice is really declar'd and 
glorified in the obedient Sufferings of Chriſt, For the 
ing this point,'tis neceflary to. conſider che account 
Scripture gives.of his Death ,- which is chreefald : 
I. *Fis repreſented under the relation of a Pu- 
niſhment infliged on him for Sin, and the efe#.of 
it is SatisfaRion to the Law.. 

2.. As a Price to redeem us from Hell.. 

3- Under the- notionof a Sacrifice to reconcile: 
God to Sinners.. | 

Firſt. As 2a Puniſhmene inflicted on him for Sin. . 
"This will appear by conſidering, 


1. That Man by his Rebcllionagainſt God was caps-- 


» Sins are by reſemblance - 
> . As a Debt obliges the Debtor to 
payment,*ſo Sin doth the Sinner to-Puniſhment, . 
And as the Creditor hattr a right to. exat thePay-- 
ment from the Debtor, ſo God hath a zight to inflict #5. Dr. 5:44. 
Paniſhment on the galley. But with this difference, 79% who | 
the Creditor by the meer fignification of his will ble cleamess 
may diſcharge the Debtor, far he-hath an abſolute# you 
+ power over his eſtate: whereas publick Juſtice is &rine of 5-- - 
concern'd in the Puniſhment of the guilty. . This is{7*2", , 
evident by many inſtances, For 'tis not ſufficient je2;:»: of 
thac a Criminal ſatisfie his Adverfary, unleſs theC-iw 
Prince, who is the Guardian of. the. Laws, tn 
| Pardon, . 
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The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 
Pardon. The intereſt of a private Perſon,who hath 
received an injury,is ſo diſtin from that of the State, - 
that ſometimes the injured party ſolicites thePardon _ 
of the offender without ſucceſs, . "Which ſhews that | 
principally.tis not.co fatisfie the particular perſon, 
that the Crime is puniſt'd, but to ſatisfie the Lay, - 
and prevent future Diſorders, | - 

Now our Debt was: not pecuniary but feral : And" 
2s .in c5vi/ Caſes, where one becomes Surety for an-/ 
other, he.is obliged to pay the Debt, for in the * 
eftimate of the Law they are but one perſon ; So: 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt entring into this relation, He 
ſuſtained the f >, "une of Sinners, and became judi- 
cially one with them,” and according to the order of 
Tuſtice, was liable to their puniſhment.” The difſ-? 
pleaſure of God was primarily and direQly againſt : 
the Sinner, but the. effects of it fell upon Giſt, 
who-undertook for him, The - © Ac tells'us, Thar * 
when the Fulneſs of time came, God ſent his Sons * 
made under the Law, that he might redeem thew 
that were under theLaw. He took our Nature & Con- * 
dition: He was made under the Law | Moral an 
Ceremonial. The directive part of the Moral Law? 
He-fulfilled by the Innocency of his Life, the penalty 
he ſatisfied'as our Surety, being under an Obliga-* 
tion toſaveus, Andhe appeared as a Sinner in his 
ſubjection tothe Law of Moſes. That Hand-writing + 
was againſt uw; He therefore ' enter d into the Bord b 
that we had forfeited. In his Circumcifion He" 
Ggned it with thoſe drops of Blood, which were an# 
earneſt of his ſhedding the reſt on the Croſs,  For® 


whoſoever was Circumciſed, became a Debtor to the® 


whol:\Law. And we may obſerve, *tis ſaid, That 
as Moſes lifted up' the brazen Serpent, ſo the Law 
of 


Fo In the Contrivance of Man's Redemption. 
* of which Moſes wasa type and Miniſter, lifted up the 


Me/iah on the Croſs. 
3» The Scripture is very clear and expreſs in ſet- 


: down the part that God had in the Sufferings 
of © 


L. hriſt as Supreme Judg, the impulſive cauſe thar 
- moved Him, (their proportion to the puniſhment of 
* the Law, andthe efte& of them for our Deliverance. | 
He mas delivered by the d:terminate counſel and fore- Ats 2, 23. 
* knowledg of God. All the yarious and vicious ations 
© "of men, were over-ruled by his Providence : The 
t falſneſs of Fudas, the fearfulneſs of Pilate, and the 
' malice of the Jews were ſubſervient to Gods eternal 
2 on. And as He wills not the Death of a Sin- 
= ner, much leſs of his Son, but for moſt weighty 
© Reaſons : theſe are declared by the Prophet, Ame 
* like ſheep have gone aſtray, and turned every one to his 
” own waies : Our Errours were different, but the 
© iſſue was the ſame, that is, Eternal Death: And ths 114-53-6. 
* Lord laid on him the iniquity of us all: that is, the 
= Punithment of our Iniquities. His Sufferings had 
 ſacha reſpe& to Sin, as included the imputation of 
it. *'Twas an at of Sovereignty in God to appoint 
” Chriſt as Man to be our Sureey, but an ad of Juſtice 
to inflit the puniſhment, when Chriſt had under- 
= taken forus. 'Tis ſaid, He hath boyn our griefs, and 
” cerried our ſorrows. The expreſſions are compre- 
 henſfive of all the Miſeries of his Life, eſpecially his 
© laſt Sufferings. The Hebrew words Naſa, and S4- i 
© bal {ignifie ſuch a taking away, as is by laying upon > 
© one who bears it from us. And thus it is inter- Jrimum ; 
| preted by St. Peter, He himſelf bare our fins in his afum tollen. . 


di onus in hy. 


” own Body on the tree, This neceſſarily implies the 

_—— , : mer0s, alre. 
© derivation of our guilt to him, and the conſequent rum geiia:ive 
+ of it, the transferring of our puniſhment, Thoſe _— 

i; * ' 123 3 
30-4 Ii words * 
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words are full and pregnant to the ſame purpoſe : 
He was wounded for our tranſereſſions, he was Fre 


for our Iniquities, the chaſtiſement of our peace was on 


him, and with his ftripes we are healed. Where the 
meritorious cauſe of bis Sufferings is ſet down, as 
appears by the connexion of the words with the 
former. The Fews thought him ſtricken, ſmitten of 
God, and afflicted ; that is, juſtly punitht for Blaſphe- 
my, and uſurping Divine Honour, - In oppolition 
ro this conceit 'tis added, But he was wounded for our 
tranſgreſſions. This the Apoſtle exprefly telleth us, 
when he declares that Chri# died for our Sins. 

This will appear more fully,by conſidering what the 
deſert of Sinis. By our Rebellion we made the forfei- 
ture of Soul & Body to Divine Juſtice : Death, both 
the firſt and the ſecond, was the Sentence of the Law. 
Now the Sufferings of Chriſt were anſwerable to this 
Puniſhment. The Death which the Law threatned 
for Sin, was to be ied with Difſhonour and 
Pain, And he ſuffered the Death of the Croſs to 
whicha ſpecial Curſe was annext. And this was 
not onely in reſpe& of the Judgment of Men, be- 
fore whoma Crucified perſon was made a SpeRacle 
of publick Vengeance for his Crimes, but in refpeR 
of Gods declaration concerning it. The Jews were 
comes that none ſhould hang on « Tree longer then 
? Ve 


Now the legal Curſe was a Typical fignification of 
the real, that ſhould be ſuffered by our Redeemer. 
Beſides, his Death was attended with exquiſite 
pains : he ſufferd variety of torments, by. the 


' ſcourges, the thorns, the nails, that pierc'd his Hands 


and Feet, the leaſt vital, but moſt ſenſible parts. 
_ He 


; leſt the Holy Land ſhould be profaned 
- by thar, which was an expreſs mark of Curſe, 


% 


in the Gontrivance of Mans Redenaption, 
He refuſed the Wine mix'd with Myrrh, chat was 
given to ſtupitie the ſenſes; for the defign of his 
Paſſion requir'd, that he ſhould have the- quickeſt 
ſenſe of his Sufferings, which were the Puniſhment 
of Sin, And his inward Sorrows were equivalent 
to the pains of loſs and ſenſe that aredue to Sinners. 
'Tis true, there are circumſtances in the Sufferings of 
the damn'd, as Blaſpemy, Rage, Impotent fierceneſs 
of mind, which are not appointed by the Law, but are 
accidental arifing from the perverſneſs of their Spi- 
rits: For the puniſhment of the Law is a Phyſical 
evil, but theſe are Moral : and that puniſhment is 
inflicted by the Judge, but theſe are onely from the 
uilty Sufferers : Now to theſe he was not poſſibly 
iable. Beſides, the Death that the Sinner oughe to 
Suffer is Eternal, attended with deſpair, and the in- 
tolerable anguiſh of Conſcience, Now our Re- 
deemer having no real Guile, was not liable to the 
worm of Conſcience, and his Temporary Sufferings 
were equivalent to the Eternal, upon the account 
of his Divine Perſon, ſo that he was. not capable 
of Deſpair. Burt he endurd the unknown ter- 
rours of the ſecond Death, ſo far. as was confi- 
ſtent with the Perfe&ion of his Nacure, The anguiſh 
of his Soul was not meerly from ſympathy with his 
Body , but immediately from Divine Diſpleaſure, 


It pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him : this principally re- 16.53.10, 


ſpecs the Impreſſions of Wrath made upon his in- 
ward Man. ' Had the Cup he fear'd been onely 
Death, with the bitter ingredients of diſhonour and 
pain, many have drank it with more appearing re- 
folution. The Martyrs endured more cruel tor- 
ments without complaint, nay in their ſharpelt con- 
fits have expreſt a triumphant joy, Whereas our 

Ii 2 ' Redeemer 
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Redeemer was under all the innocent degrees of fear 
and ſorrow at the approach of his Sufferings, From 
whence was the difference « Had Chriſt leſs Cou- 
rage ? He was the Fountain of their Fortitude : the 
difference was notin the diſpoſition of the Patients, 
but in the Nature of the ys He endured 
that which is infinitely more terrible than all out- 
ward torments, The Lightof Joy that always ſhi- 
nedin his Soul, a ſweet Image of Heaven, was then 
totally eclips'd. God, the Fountain of Compaſſion, ' 
reſtrain'd himſelf, his Father appear'd a ſevere 
incxorable Judge, and dealt with him not as his . 
Son, but our Surety. Under all the Cruelties ex- 
ercisd by men, the Lamb of God open'd not his 
mouth, but when the Father of Mercies, and the 
God of all Conſolations forſook him, then he broke 
forth into a mournful complaint. Now by this ac- 
- count of Chriſts Sufferings from Scripture, *tis 
evident, they were truly penal , for they were in- 
flicted for Sin, by the Supreme. Judg,- and were 
equivalent to the Sentence of the Law. And the 
benefit we receive upon their account, proves that 
they are ſatisfation to Divine Juſtice, for we are 
exempted from Puniſhment, by his Submiſſion to it. 
He freed us from the Curſe of the Law, being made 
a Curſe for us. The Chaſtiſements of our Peace was upon 
him, by whoſe fripes we are healed. So that his 
Death being the Meritorious Cauſe of freeing the 
Guilty, is properly Satwfattion, 

ore I proceed tothe ſecond Conſideration of 
Chriſts Death, I will briefly anſwer the Objeion 
of the Socinians, viz. That'tis a Violation of 
Juſtice to transfer the Puniſhment from one to ano- 
ther, ſo that the Righteous God could not Puniſh 
his 


in the Cranriuanit of * Man s Redemption, 
his innocent Son for our Sins; Now to ſhow the 
ran this Pretence we muſt conſider, 

1. That Juſtice is not an irregular appetite” of 
Vengeance ariſing from Hatred that cannot be ſa- 
tisfied but with the Deſtruction of the Guilty,” It 
preſerves Right with pure Aﬀections, and is content 
when the Injury is repair'd, from whomſoever fſatis- 


faction comes. . | 


2, Though an innocent perſon cant ſuffer as in- | 


nocent without Injuſtice, yet he may voluntarily 
contract an Obtigation, which- will expoſe” him"to 
deſerved ſufferings, The Wiſdom and Juſtice of 
all Nations agree in puniſhing one for anothers fault, 
where conſent is preceding, as in the cafe of Hoſta- 
&. Andalthoughit is Eſſential to the Nature of 
2uniſhment to. be inflicted for Sin, yer not on the 
Perſon of the Sinner : for i» Confpetu fori, the Sin- 
ner and Surety arc one. | 

3- That exchange is not allowed in Criminal 
Cauſes where the Guilty ought to ſuffer in Perſon," 
tis not from any Injuſtice in the Nature of the 
thing, for then it would not be allowedin Civil ; bur 
there are ſpecial Reaſons why an Innocent Perſon 
is not - inarily admitted to ſuffer for an offen- 
der, 

1. No man hath abſolute Power over his own life. 
'Tis a depofitums conſigned to him for a time, and 
my be preſerv'd till God ,or the Publick good, calls 
. TOT At, 

2. The Publick would ſuffer gau_ by the loſs 
of a Subjet. Therefore the Rule of the Law 
is juſt, Now auditur perire volens. The deſire of 
one that devotes himſelf to ruine is not to be heard. 
And the guilty perſon who is ſpared might grow 


worle 
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worle by impunity, and cauſe great diſorders by his 
evil —_ But theſe confiderations are of no 
force in the caſe of our Saviour: For, - 

1. He had full Power to difpoſe of his life : 1 
have pewer to lay it down, and 1 have powey to take it 

ain : this Commandment have 1 received of my 

ather, He declares his Power as God, that his 
life intirely depended on his will , to preſerye it, or 
part withit: and his ſubjetion as Mediator tothe + 
order of his Father. 

2. Our Saviour could not finally Periſh. *Twas 
not le he ſhould be 4:14 ander the power of 
Death.. Otherwiſe it had been againſt the Laws of 
reaſon, that the precious ſhould tor ever ſuffer for 
the vile, Better ten thouſand Worlds had been 
loſt, than that the Holy Oze of God ſhould periſh. 
He ſaved us through his Sufferings, though as by 
fire: and had a glorious rewardin the iſſue. | 

3- Thereis an mfinite good redounds from his Suf- 
fcrings : for Sinners are exempted from Death, and 
the preſervation of theguilty is tor the glory of Gods 

overnment: for thoſe who are redeemed by his 
h, are renewed by his Spirit, He covers 
their fins, that he may cure them, He is made 


x Cor. 1: 30+ Righteouſneſs and Sanitification to his People. The 


ſerious belicf* that Chriſt by dying hath reſcued 
us from Hell, produces a ſuperlative Love to him, 
an ingenuous and grateful fear leſt we ſhould offend 
Him, an ambition to pleaſe Him in all things , 
briefly, Univerſal Obedience to his Will, as its moſt 
natural and neceſlary effet, So that in laying the 
ts on Chriſt, under which Mankind muſt 

ave ſunk for ever, there is nothing againſt Ju- 
2, The 


\ 
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2. TheDeath of Chriſt is the price which re- 
deems us from our wofnl IR Mankind was 
fallen under the dominion of Satan and Death, and 
could not obtain freedom by efcape, or meer power. 
For by the order of Divine Faſtice we were detained 
Priſoners z So that till God the Supreme Judg is 
ſatisfied, there can be no difcharge. Now the 
Lord Chriſt hath procured our deliverance by his 
Death, according to the teſtimony of the Apoſtle, 
We have Redemption through his Blood, even the for- ©9114 
grvenefs of fins, His Blood is congruoully called « 
price, becauſe in conlideration of it our Freedom is 
purchaſed, He is our Redeemer by Ranfom, He r Tim.2.6, 
gave himſelf « Ranſom for all: and that ſignifies the 
price paid for the freeing of a Captive. The word 
uſed by the Apoſtle avz#Aurpov, hath a ſpecial Em- 
thafis, it fignifies an exchange of conditions with 
us, the redeeming us from Death, 'by dying for us, 
As the &7{.-tvxa:,, who devoted: themſelves to Death, 
for the reſcuing of others. Our Savionr told his 
Diſciples thatthe Son of Man came to give his Lyfe » 
« ranſim fir many: 6rri ſignifies a commutation ,,_— 
or exchange, with reſpe& of things, or perſons : in 
Thus we are commanded to render to none Ewi/ for 
evil: And if a Sonask of his Father « Fiſh. will he Luke 11.124. 
give hima Serpent for a Fiſh» When 'tis uſed in £77 1.90 
refpe& of perſons, it imports a ſubſtitution in ano- © 
thers place. Archelaws reigned inſt:ad of his Father &ri 'ned.- 
Herodaxd Peter paid pribute for (hrift, that is,re- 0. 
preſenting Him : the effe&t therefore of our Savi- Mat. 17:27-- 
ours words, that He gave his Life « Ranſome for 
wany, is evidently this, that he dy'd in their ſtead , 
and his. Life as a Price intervened to obtain their Re- 
demption. *Tis for this Reaſon the Glorified _ 

ung 
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ſung a Hyman of Praiſe to-the Divine Lamb, ſaying, - 
Thou art worthy Erie watt lain, and haft redeemed ws - 
to God by thy . - This ſingular and bleſſed ef 

fet of Chriſts Death, diſtinguiſhes it from the 
Death of the moſt Excellent Martyrs. Ifhe had dy- 
ed only for the Confirmation of the Goſpel, or to 
exhibit to us a Pattern of Suffering Graces, what 
were there peculiar and extraordinary in his Death * 
Huw can it be ſaid that he was Crucified for. us 
alone? For the Martyrs Sealed the Truch with 
their Blood, and left admirable Examples of Love 
to God, of Zeal for his Glory, of patience under 
Torments, and of Compaſhon to their Perſecutors : 
yetit were intolerable Blaſphemy to ſay that th 

redeem'd us by their Death. And 'tis obſervable,” 
when the Death of Chriſt is propounded in Scripture 
as a Pattern of Patience, *tis with a ſpecial Circum- 
ſtance that diſtinguiſhes it from all others, Chr:/t 
ſuffered for me, leaving us an Renee that we ſhould 
follow his ſteps: who bis own ſelf” bare our Sins in 
his own Body on the Trees by whoſe ſtripes ye were 
healed, The truth is, if the ſole end. of  Chriſts 
Death were to induce Men to believe His Promiſes, 
and to.imitate His Graces, there had been no ſuch 
neceſſity of it : for the Miracles he did,had been ſuf- 
ficient to confirm the Goſpel, yet Remiſſion of Sins is 


' never attributed to them: and the Miſeries he Suf- 


fered during the courſe of his Life, had been ſuff- 
cient to inſtruct us how to behave our ſelves under 
Iodgatcs and , Perſecutions : and at the laſt he 
ght have given as full a Teſtimony to the Truth 
of his Doctrine by his deſcent” from the Croſs as by 
dying for us. Bur no lower Price than his Blood 
could make Compenſation to, the Law, wa. fatiſ- 
| action 


F "Fin jel by th Jeſus; How could Gad re- 

-  exivethis Price, GE hr Cd bis Bom: 96 » that 
Death which Redeems-us * * And how can our Re- 
-  dzemer, ſuppokng him God, make ſatisfaRion to him- 


Ws ſelf? Tothis Lanſwer. 


1. The. mfinite Goodneſs of God in givi 
Redeemer, doth not deveſt him of the - 


| ' Þreme Judge, nor porggaioe his examining of the 


Cauſe according to Juriſdiction, and 
hisreceiving a Ranſom to preſerve the Rights of 
Juſtice inviolable. Thereis aneminent 4nſtance of 
this in Zelexcue, the Prince 'of the Eoerians ; who 


n = Law that Adulterers ſhould loſe both their 


: and when his Son was - convicted of at 


x jon Py ro wrt and received Fry Pu- 
niſhment :. he paidit as a Father, and received it as 
the Conſervator of Publick Juſtice. Thus when 
guilty Mankind in its-Poverty could not pay the 
Forfeiture to the Law, God the Father of Miet- 


- - gies was pleaſed ro it from the Treafares ofhis - 

Love, that is, the Blood of his Son for vur Ranſom. 
pr morn ite a the A 

Croſs, as the Supreme J andd 

itfully valuable, 'and the Rights of 

ly performed. 
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'2- Itis not inconſiſtent with Reaſon, that-the Son | 
of God cloathed with our Nature, ſhould by his | 
Death make Satisfaction to the Deity, and therefore 
to himſelf, In the according of ewo Partics, a Perſon 
*hat belongs co one of them, may interpole for Re- 
conciliation, provided: that he deveſts his own Inte- 
reſt, and leaves it with the Party from whom he 
comes, Thus when the Senate of Rom, and the 


People were in diſſenſion, one of the Senators truſt-- 
cd* his owa Concernment with the Council, of 


which he was a Member, and mediated between the 
Parties to reconcile them, Thus when the Father 
and the Son both poſleſt of the Imperial Power, have 
been offended-by Rebellious Subjects, 'tis-not incon- 
venient tha: the Son interpoſe as a Mediator, tore - 
ſtore them to the Favour of the Prince. And by this * 
he reconciles them to himſelf, and procures them 
Pardon of an . Offence, by which his own Majeſty 
was violated. This h2 doth as Mediator, not as a 
a Party concern'd. Now this is a fit Illuſtration 
of the Great Work of our Redemption, ſo far as 
Humane things can reprefent Divide.. For all the 
Perſons of the Glorious Trinity were equally pros 
vok'd by ous Sin ; and to obtain our Pardon: the Son 
with the conſent of the; Father depoſits his Intereſt 
iato.his Hands, and as. a Mediator intervenes be- 
tween us and him, who- in' this Tranſaction is the 
Depoſitary of. the Rights ob Heaven, and having 
rmed what Juſtice requized, he reconciled: the 
World to God,that is, to the Father, Himſelf, and 
the Ecernal Spirit. In this Cauſe his Perſow: is the 
: ſame, but his Quality is different: he made SatiC. © 
fQion as Mediator, and receivd it as God. *Tis © 
in this ſenſe that the Apoſtle ſaith, We have an Ad- 


Vocate 


2 wwoue with the Father, Feſus Chyiſt the cOMS'2 1 
> Not toexclude the other beſos br in ear the 
of Juſtice, 


_ te being tempered with Mercy,accepted a Sacri 


v % 
- 


Father as the Firſt-Perſon is the ProttQor 


our Mediator in appealing Him appeaſes the others 


alſo. | . 

3. The Death of Chriſt is repreſented under the 
notion of a Sacrifice offer'd up to God. For the more 
fall underſtanding of this, we muſt conſider that 
Sacrifices were of two kinds. T0 

1. Some were Exchariſtical: They arc called 
Peace: offerings, by which the Sacrificer acknow- 
ledged the Bounty of God, and his own unworthi- 
neſs, and rendered Praiſe for a favour received, and 
deſired the Divine Blefling. - 

2. Expiatory: The Sin-offterings for the averting 


of Gads wrath. The Inſtitution of -them was upon 


2 double RE:fon $ 
1. That Man is a ſinner, and therefore obnoxi- 
ous to the juſt indignation and extreme diſpleaſure 
of the Holy and Righteous God 2+ That God was 
to be propitiared, that he might pardon them, Theſe 
Truths are,cngraven in the natural Conſciences of 
Men, as appeares by theÞ pretended Expiations of 
fla among eathens: But are more clay goa 
in the Scripture.” Under the Law withou 
of Blood there was no Remuſſion,, To lignifie, thar-God 
would not forgive Sin without the atonement of Ju- 
ſtice, which required the Death of the Offender , but 
cein 
his ſtead. ,, And that there was a Subſtitution of the 
Beaſt in'the place of the guilty Offerider, appeares 
by the Law concerning Sacrifices. - 1, None were 
inſtituted: for Capite! Offences, ' as Murder, - Tdo- 
latry, Adultery, &c. Becauſe che Sinner himſelf 


Kk2 was 


effuſion Heb.9.22. ? , 
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was to be cut 'off : But for other Szas, which al- 

though in ſtriftnels they deſerved Death, yet God 

who was the King of [/rae/,. was pleaſed to remit the 
Foxfeirure, and.to accept the life of the Sacrifice for 

the Life of the Sinner, 2. Theguilty Perſon was 

to offer a clean Beaſt of bis own ; to ſignifie the 
Surrcgation of it in his ſtead, For in the relation 

of a Poſſeſſour he had a dominion over it, ro apply 
Ex0.29-10- it to that uſe. 3. The Prieſt, or the perſon thas 
Lev.1.4. Offer'd, was to lay his hands on the of the Sa- 
crifice, thereby Conſecrating it to God, and -De- 

voting it in bis ſtead to bear the Puniſhment, Forthis 
Lev.17-M- reaſon ,*twas. called a Sin, and a Caſe. 4. The 
Confeſſion of Sin by the People, or the Prieſt, as 
.intheday of Atonement, ſignified that the guilt of 

al met on the Sacztifice for Expiation., $., The 

Blood was to be ſhed wherein the vital Tpirics are, 

an expreſs repreſentation what 'the Sinner deſerved : 

and that it was accepted for his Life. 6. L/tvy, The 
deprecating of God's Anger was joyned wich the Su- 

crifice.” As when a Man was flain,and the Murderex 

was not found ; the Elders of the City next to. the - 

| dead Body, were to kill am Heifer ina Valley, and to 


pray that innocent Blood might not be laid to their - | 


charge : ocherwiſe the Land could not. be clenſed from 

the guilt of Blood, but by the Blood of the Muzderer, 

outs — 2. The Efds of theſe" Sacrifices declare their 
3Þ2 and nature: | And they" are anfwerable to their #hreefolll 
map with reſpe&, to God, to, Sin, to Man, To God, that 
che Hebrews his Anger might be appeaſed ;. to Sin, that che faule 
"tc. x55«--- Might be expiated z ' to Man, that the guyl y perſon 
F uo .mi- might obtain, Pardon, and Freedom from Puniſh. 
+ . ment. Thus when a Sactifice was duly offered, 'tis 
Le 43996 faid. to be of 4 fnces ſevour unto the Lond, and to. a» 


: - tone 


+ | Siquel a. fe 


vis hs SIG. 


with the Releaſe * ay the Sinner followed ; The ary 
exptete it; tt is declararively, and it be 
fagrn him. Now there was a double Guilt con- 
traced by thaſc that were under the Moſaxcal Dib 
ation. 

1, Typicel,From the breachof a Ceremonial Con- 
Litatioa, which had norclatian ta Morality. Such 
were natural 'Pollutions, accidencal Difeafes, the 
touching of a. dead Body, &c. which were eſtcethed 
vicious. —} the Law, and the Defiled were 
excluded from Sacred and Grvil Society, Now 
theſe Impurities, conſidered in themſelves, deſerved 
no. puntſhment. - For involuntary and. inevitable 
| Infirmities, and corpareed things, |which do- not in- 
ſet the inward man, ar=the marks of our abjet 
and weak tate, but are- not in_themſelvyes 
Therefore Ceremonial Guilt. was expiated by a 
Ceremonial © Offering, © For 'ris: acconding to the 
nature” of that tions ſhould be ai(- 
folved by the means, by which. they -are con- 


merely* by: Epyſtive tl of God So, (the exer- 
ciſe of his Supreme bemg tempered with Wiſ- 
dome and Equity % = «camps ruvens, bm guilt (ſhould 
be”aboliſht by T Ractifice, and. thar they rode be 
fully. reſtored! to their former Pri Thas. the 
Poſte tells us, that the Blood of thoſe: Sactifices 


Sandifies. to the purifying of the 
hunky .00 foo «ws and conſec- 


- om, An, theſe Inſtitutions wag, that the Joged 
ny might repreſear ey defilements. of 
io; ant whe Expitng Sacrifices prefigare - thar 


wne him, Lev. x; 17. and the Remidfion of Sims, 


ttacted.” As therefore thoſe Bollutions were poral 


» thav is, commus Heb.go 12+. 


257* 


OO. bu . . 
by 'v £3 i - 
g - L J ST 
Wh 
= . ah - 
=_ 


and admirable Oblationz which ſhould purge. 
away all Sin. . ' | | 
2. A real Guilt which:teſpeQs the Conſcience, 
and was contracted from the .breach-of the Moral 
Law, and ſubjeted the Offender to Death temporal 
and eterns/, This cold not be purged away by 
thoſe Sacrifices. For how is it poſhible the Blood of 
a Bealt ſhould cleanſe the Soul of a Man, or con? 
tent the Juſtice of an offended God:? Nay on the 
cotitrary they reviv'd theguilt.of Sin, and reinfor- 
cet the rigour of the Law, and were a publick pro- 
#effion of the Miſery -of Men : For this reaſon the 
Law is called the Miniſtry of Death. As the Mo. 
ral contained a declaration of our guilt, andGods 
right to puniſh, {o.all the parts of the Ceremonial 
were either arguments and convigions of Sin, or 
images of the -puniſhment due for them,” But as 
they had a relation to Chriſt who was their Comple- 
Levic 5. - Ment, ſo theylignified the expratzon of wvoral guilt 
Vid. Voſfium by his Sacr ifice, and freed the Sinner from. that Ferm- 
- contra Rave*- por gf Death to which he was liable ; a Repreſen- 
jrere-©24* ative of our freedom from Eternal: Death: by the 
Blood of the Croſs. This wilhgppear more clearly by 
conſidering, 1: Thar all kinds of placatory Sacrifices 
arereferred to Chriſt in the New Teſtament. 2. That 
all their Effeds are attributed rothim-in a ſublimer 
and moſt perfe&. manner. He is called a Lamb iri 
the notion of a Sacrifice, The Lamb ſlain from. rh? 
Rev.13.5. foundation of th: world, A Lamb was uſed in the 
Lev. 5-6- Expiation of woral and /ega/ Impuritics. He. is 
þ,>- aug called owr Paſſover that was ſacrificed for us. ' The 
Exo. 12 13 Paſchal Lamb ingts firſt Inſtitution had an expiarory 
cacy, for Godby loaking on that Blood, averted 
ruRtion from the Iſraeli:es, which ſeized on' 
the 


_ T 2 4 of '# > - ”* * ”, os : o a= 
"Y x J =Y & ac % 0 
P4 : v » - , P - 
_—_ 


- 


in the Contzivance of Man's Redemption. 255 
the Egyptievs, This-was the reaſon of the Prohi- 


*. bition, that none vary! ab make the houſe till ch& 
 * Morning, leſt they ſhould be ſtruck by the diftroyi 
Angel : Not bur- that the Angel could di 
the Iſreclites from the: Egyptians abroad, bur 'twas. 
typical, to ſhew their ſecurity was in þeingunder the 
uard of the Lambs Blood, which was ſhed to ſpare 
cirs, . Thus the Apoſtle Peter tells us, We 
are red:em:d by the Blood of the pure and perfect * Pt 1.18, 
Lamb. And. he was repreſcnted by. the red Heifer, 
whoſe aſhes were the chief ingredienr in the water of 
Purification, For if th: Blood of Bulls and Goats, an1Heb 9.13, 


th: aſb:s of an Heifer ' 54mg the unclean, ſandifieth 14+ 
iſs; B. 


to the parifying of the ow much more ſhall the 
 Blodd Chris e the Conſcience ? Eſpecially the 


Anniverſary Sacniice, which was the Abridgment 
ay Recapitulation of all the reſt, had an eminent 
reſp:&.to Chriſt : The whole Epi/leto the Hebrews 

. bs tintured with this divine Do@rine. 

| Secondly, The Eff:&s of Chriſts Death are in$-- - 


' © mitely more excellent than'thoſe that proeceded:from 


Levitical Sacrifices, The Law had « ſhadow of good Heb. 101+ 
things to. come ;;" But the real Virtue-and Efficaty is 

only found in Chriſt. 

- _ 1. The Averfion of Gods Wrath is aſcribed:to his 

Death 3 according to the Wosds of the Apoſtle : 


Whom God hath ſet forth to be #: Propitiation- h 
Faith in his wo j declare his Riches ſwefs for 2 m_y « of 
Remiſſion of Sins that. ere paſt, through the forbearance 
of God, to declare, 1 (ay,at this time his Mig hveoufmeſs 
that he might be Faſt, and- th: juſtifier of him that be- 
—_ in Feſus. A phe ation ONS i of "RY 

e Mercy-Seart, partly in regard it coverd the Tables He.5.5-- 
of the Law which were broke by.us, to lignifie that by 

Hints. 
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Him Pardon is procur'd for us, and principally 


becauſe God was rendred Propitious by the ſprink- 
ling the Blood of the Are ng: ir, der 
>ivES 


bired himſelfrhere , as on a Throne of Grace 
vourable r@his people, Forthis Reaſon | 
the name” of the. Figure to Chriſt, for he alone 
anſwers the Charge ofthe Law, and interpoſes. be- 
tween Juſtice and/ our Guilt, and by his own Blood 
harh reconciled God to us.. - Now the defign of God 
in this appointment was to declare his Righteouſneſs, 
that is, that Glorious PO ibute that inclines him to 
puniſh Sinners : Forin the Legal Propitiations, al- 
though che guilt of Men was Siblickly dedlarcd in 
the Death of che Sacrifices, yet the Juſtice of God 
did not fully appear, fince he acce the Litc'o> a 
Beaſt in Compenſation for the Lite of a. Man: bur * 
in the Death of Chrift he hath given the moſt clear 
Demonſtration of his Juſtice, a ſufficient Example 
of his Hatred to Sin, Condemning it; and Reveng- 
+. ing himfelf upon it, in che Perſon of his beloved 
Son ; that the whole World may acknowl 
'twas not from any Inadyertcncy, but meerly by 
Diſpenſation of his Wiſdom and Goodneſs that he 
forbore ſo long. And by the Death of Chriſt he hath - 
declared that Glonous Myſtery which no created 
STlegopogy vke CEE bags wo __ pas,  thathe is 
an alluſion to infgxib y and will not {ſuffer {in to un | 
Ae in Oi'd, and that be juſtifies thoſe who ahadcetns, vr 
offering3for the themſelves, if by a purifying | Faith they receive 
——— _ _— Pardon. The ſame Apolile tells us, that - 
Chriſt, which Chr tves bimfelf for ws, * anOffering and a 
nh; orifice 60f Gol for > Joect fmeling irvme, Eph, 
Bleſſings that $, 3, He is qualified as a Prieſt, whoſe Office it 
cpcne on 15 was to preſent to God an pffcring for Appeaſing | 
| . $ 
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his. Anger, He gave himſelf , the Oblation 
that is added to his Death, gives the compleat For- 
mality of a Sacrifice to it , for 'tis the Prieſt gives 
being to the Sacrifice : and the effet of it is, to be 
a ſweet ſmelling ſavour to Ged, that is,to conciliate 
his Fayourto us. The ſame phraſe is applyed to o,, q .. 
the Sin-Offering under the Law. We may obſerve pq. 29. 
that upon this account our Reconciliation to God is Lev. 1.10. 
attributed to the Death of Chriſt, in diſtin&tion 
from his Glorified Life : For if” when we were ene- Rom-5-19, 
mies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, 
much more being reconciled, we ſhall be ſaved by his Life, 
And -the ſame Apoſtle tells us, that God was in 
Chriſt reconciling the World to himſelf, not imputing 2 Cox. 5.19. 
their treſpaſſes unto them ; we pray you therefore in 
Chriſt "14 be reconciled to God, A double Reconci- 
liation is mentioned, that of God to Men, and of 
Men to God: the firſt is the ground of the Apoſtle's 
exhortation, the latter the effe& of it. The firſt 
was obtained by the Death of Chriſt, who by impu- 
tation had our guilt transferred upon Him, and con- 
ſequently our puniſhment, and in conſideration of it, 
God who is Juſt and Holy is willing to pardon pe- 
nitent Believers, The latter is by the powerful 
working of the Spirit, who aſſures Men that are guil- 
ty; —__ therefore ſuſpicious and fearful of God's 
anger, that he is moſt willing to pardon them upon 
their repentance, ſince he hath in ſuch an admirable 
manner found out the means to ſatisfie his Juſtice. 
2. The true expiation of (inis the effect of Chriſts 
Death. He is called the Lamb of God, that takes 1Johu 29. 
away the fins of the World, Now fin may be taken' 
away in two manners, | 
Firſt, by. removing its guilt, -and exempting the 
L1 Perſon 


258 


1 Cor.1.30. 


1 Pet.2.24- 


cptw, 


1 Joh.1.7. 
Heb.9.4- 
Rev. 1-6. 
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Perſon that committed it from Death, and when ghis 

is effected by enduring the puniſhment that was due 

to lin, *tis properly expiation. 

Secondly,By healing the corrupt inclinations of the 
Heart, from whence actual fins proceed. Tis true, 
our Redeemer takes away fin in both theſe reſpects : 
he delivers from the Damnarion and Dominion of 
it : for he is made of God our Righteouſn:ff and San- 
fication. But the firſt ſenſe is only convenient here : 
for 'tis evident that the Lamb took away ſin, that 
is, the guilt of it, by ps of the ſinner, 
and had no effe&t for the deſtroying the malignant 
habits of fin in thoſe who offered them, It appears 
further that this Divine Lamb hath taken away the 
guilt ofour ſins, in that He bore thews in his own Body 
on the Tree,For the native force of the word ſignifies, 
not only to take away, but tocarry and bear,which 
apply to fin is nothing elſe but to ſuffer the penal- 
ty of it. And 'tis to be obſerved, when Cleanſing, 
Purifying, and Waſhing are attributed to the Blood | 
of Chriſt, they have an immediat reſpe& to the guilt 
of ſin, anddeclare its efficacy to take off the ohli- 
gation to puniſhment, Thus 'tis.ſaid that His Blood 
cleanſeth from all fin: and that it purgeth the Conſ- 
cience foomdead Works ; and that we are waſbt from our 
fins in His Blood, The frequent Sprinklings and 
Purifications with Water under the Law, prefigur- 
ed our cleanſing from the defilements of fin by the 

Grace of the Spirit ,; -but the ſhedding of the Blood 
of Sacrifices was to purge away fins, ſo far as they 
made liable toa Curſe, 

% -Thiraly, Our exemption from puniſhment, and our 
reſtoration to Communion with God in Grace and 
Glory is the fruit of his expiating fin, For this 

reaſon 
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reaſon the Blood of the Mediator feats better thingsHh. 12, » 4 


* then that of Abel : For that: cryed tor revenge againit 
the Murderer, but his procures remiflion to Belic- 
vers. And as the juſt deſert of fin is ſeparation from 
the preſence of God, who is the fountain of felicity; 
ſo when the guilt is taken away, the perſon is receiy- 
ed into God's favour, and fellowſhip, A repreſenta- 


tion of this is ſet down in the 240f Exod. where : xod. 24-6, 
we have deſcribed the manner of dedicating the Co- © 


venant between God and Iſrael by bloody Sacrifices : 
after Moſes had finiſht the Offering, and fprinkled 
the Blood on the Altar and the People, the Elders 
of Iſrael who were forbid before to approach ncer to 
the Lord, were then invited to come into his pre- 


ſence, and in token of reconciliation feaſted before Ex99- 24-9, 


him. Thus the Eternal Covenant is eſtabliſht by 
the Blood of the Mediator, and all the benefits it 
contains, as remiſſion of fins; freedom to draw near 
to the Throne of Grace, and the enjoyment of God 
in Glory, are the fruits of his recatelling Sacrifice- 
The-ſum of all is this, That as under the Law 
God was not appeaſed without ſhedding of Blood, 
nor fin expiated without ſuffering the puniſhment, 
nor the ſinner pardoned without the ſubſtitution of 
a facrifice ;- ſo all theſe are eminently accompliſhr 
inthe Death of Chriſt, He reconciled God to us 
by his moſt precious Blood, and expiared fin by en- 
during the Curſe, and hath procured our pardon by 
| being made fir for us. So that 'tis molt evident, that: 
the proper and dire endof the Death of Chriſt was, 
that God might exerciſe his Mercy to the guilty 
ſinner in a way that is honourable to his Juſtice, 
'Tis objeted, that if God from infinite Mercy 
gave his Son to us, then FP to the _— 
2 | 0 


Job.42. 7,8 
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of Chriſt he had the higheſt love for mankind , and * 
conſequently there was no need that Chriſt by his + 
Death ſhould ſatisfie Juſtice , to reconcile him to 
us. But a clear anſwer may be given to this by con- 


idering, 


I. That Anger and Love are conſiſtent at the 
ſame time, and may in ſeveral reſpedts be terminated 
on the ſame ſubjet, A Father reſents a double 
affeftion towards a rebellious Son , he loves him as 
his Son, is angry with with him as diſobedient. 
Thus in our laps'd ſtate God had compaſſion on us 
as his creatures, and was angry with us as ſinners, 
As the injured party he laid aſide his anger, but as 
the preſerver of Juſtice he required ſatisfaction. 

2. We muſt dinſtinguiſh between a love of good- 
will and compaſſion, and a love of complacency. 
The firſt is that which moved God to ordain, the 
means, that without prejudice to his other perfe&i- 
ons he might: confer pardon and all ſpiritual benefits 
upon us : the other is that whereby he delights in 
us being reconciled to him, and renewed according 
to his Image. - The firſt ſuppoſes him placable, the 
latter that he is appeaſed. There is a viſible inſtance 
of this in the caſe of Fob's Friends, The Lord ſaid 
to Eliphaz the Temanite, My anger is kindled againſt 
thee, and thy two Friends , becauſe ye have not ſpoken 
of me the things that are right, as my Servant Job. 
Here is a declaration of God's anger, yet with the 
mixture of Love: for it follows, therefore take. wnto 
you now ſeven Bullocks, and ſeven Rams, and go to my 
Servant Job, and offer up for your ſelves a burnt-offer- 
ing, andmy Servant Job ſhall pray for ftu, for him 
will I accept, He loved them when he direQed the 
way that they might be reſtored to his Favour; yet 
he 
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he was not reconciled, for-then there had been no 
- need of Sacrifices to atone his anger. 
- 2+ Tis further objected, that ſuppoſing the Satis- 
faction of Chriſt to Juſtice, both the eſs and 
atneſs of God's Love in pardoning finners, will be 
. much leflen'd. But it will appear that the Divine 
Mercy is not prejudiced in cither of thoſe reſpects. 
Firſt, The freenſs of Gods Love is not diminiſhed, 

for that is the original mover in our Salvation, and 
hath no cauſe above it, to excite or draw it forth, but 
meerly ariſes from his own will. This Love is ſo ab- p 
ſolute that it hath no reſpe& to the ſufferings of 09 an 
Chriſt as Mediator : for God fo loved the World, that 

he gave his Son to die for us , and that which is the 

fe and teſtimony of his Love, cannot be the im- 
pulſive cauſe of it. This firſt Love of God to Man is 
commended to us in Chriſt, who is the mz:dium to 
bring it honorably about. 

. Secondly, Grace in Scripture is neyer oppoſed to 
Chriſts Merits, but to ours. If we had made Sa- 
tisfation, Juſtice it ſelf had abſolved us. For the 

Law having two parts, the command of our Duty 

which conſiſts in a moral good, and the ſanQtion of 

the puniſhment that is a phyfical evil; to do or to 

ſuffer is neceſſary, not both : or, if we had provided 

a Surety, ſuch as the Judge could not reze&, we had 

been infinitely obliged to him, but notto the favour 

of the Judg. But 'tis otherwiſe here. God ſent the 
Reconciler when we were enemies, and the Pardon 

that is diſpenc'd to us upon the account of his Suffer- 

ings, is the effe&t of meer Mercy, We are juſtified 
- freely by his Grace, through the Red:mption that u in 

. Feſus Chriſt, 'Tis pure Love that appointed and ac- 
cepted, that imnputes and applies his Rightcouſneſs 
to us, And 


- 262 


The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 

And as the Freeneſs, ſo the Riches of his Mer- 
cy is not leſſened by the Satisfation Chriſt made 
for us. *Tis true we have a pattern of God's Juſtice, 
never to be parallel'd.,in the Death of Chriſt : but to 
the ſeverity of Juſtice towards his only beloved Sor, 
his clemency towards us guilty Rebels isfully com- 
enſurate, For He pardons us without the expence 
of one drop of our Blood: though the Soul of Chriſt 
was poured forth as an Offi for Sin, Thus in an 
admirable manner He ſatisfies Juſtice, and glorifies 


Mercy : and this could have been no other way et- 


f : for if He had given His Spirit alone to re- 
ſtoreus to His Image, His Love had eminently ap- 

ared, but the honour of his Juſtice had not been 
ecured, Butin our Redemption they are infinitely 

agnified , His Love could give no more than the 
Life of His Son, and Juſtice required no leſs: for 
Death being the Wages of Sin, there could be 
no ſatisfation without the Death of our Redeemer. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


The Compleatneſs of Chriſt's Satufaition proved 
from the Cauſes and Effefts of is, The Eaaſes 
are the Duality of his Perſon, and Degrees of his 
Sufferings, The Effects are Hu Reſurrection, 
Aſcenſion, Interceſſion at Gods "right hand, and his 
exerciſing the Supreme Power in Heaven and Earth. 
The excellent Benefits which God reconciled beſtows 
on Men, are the Effects and Evidexces of his com- 
pleat Satisfation. They are Pardon of Sin,Grace, 
«nd Glory. That. Repentance and Faith are re» 
quired, in order to the partaking of the —_—_— 
chaſed by Chriſt's Death, doth not leſſen the i 
of his Sufferings, That Affiictions and Death are 
enflicted pn Believers, doth not derogate from their 
All- ſufficiency, . 


He Third thing to be conſidered is the Com- 
pleatneſs of the Satisfaion that Chriſt hach 
made, by which it will appear that Gods Juſtice as 
well as Mercy is fully glorified in his 0s. 6 
For the proof of this I will ft conſider the Cauſes 
from whence the compleatneſs of his SatisfaQion 
ariſes, 

Secondly, The Effects that proceed from it, which 
are convincing Evidences that God is fully appeas'd. 
The Cawſes of his compleat StisfaRion are two, 

1. The Quality of his Perſon derives an infinite 
value to his obedient Sufferings, Our Surety was 
equally God, and as truely Infinite in His Per- 


fetions 
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fetions as the Father, who was provoked by our 
Sins, therefore he was able to make Satisfaction for © 
them. He is the Son of God not meerly in reſpe& 
of the honour of his Office, or the ſpecial Favour of 
God, for on theſe accounts that Title is communi- 
pſal. $2.6 cated to others : but his only Son by Nature, The 
Tohn 3.16, 101 prebeminence in Gifts and Dignity would give 
John $26. Him the title of the fir/f-borzw, but not deprive them 
Heb. 1.5- of the quality of Brethren. Now the wiſdom and 
juſtice of all Nations agree, that Puniſhments re- 
ceive their eſtimate. from the quality- of the Perſons 
that ſuffer. The Poet obſerves that the Death of a 
vertuous Perſon is more precious than of Legions, 
Of what .ineſtimable value then is the death of 
Pluris enim Chriſt, and how worthy a Ranſom for loſt mar- 
© Eran Kind?. For although the Deity is gy ms yet | 
ab illis, «ven. he that was. a Divine Perſon he ſuffered* A 
King ſuffers more than a private perſon, although ' 
rs, \ xr | he endures in his i , cannot => 
mediatly reach his honour. And 'tis ſpecially 
to be obſerved , that the Efficacy of Chriſts 
Blood is aſcribed to his Divine Nature : This the 
Col-1.14 Apoſtle declares, In whom we have Redemption 
through his Blood, even the forgiveneſs of Sins, who is 
the image of the inviſible God: Not an artificial 
Image which imperfectly R—_—_ the Original , 
As a Picture that ſets forth the Colour and Figure 
of a Man, but not his Life and Nature : But the 
eſſential and exa& Image of his Father, that ex- 
preſſes all his glorious PerfeRions in their immen- 
ſity and eternity.” "This is teſtified expreſly in 
Hebr. 1.3. The Son of God, the brightneſs of his Glory, 
and the expreſs Image of his Perſon, having purged by 
himſelf our fins, is ſet down onthe right hand of Mz- 


Jefty 
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jefly ow High. From hence ariſes the infinite diffe- 
rence berween the Sacrifices of the Law,and Chriſts, 
in their value and -vertue. © This with admirable 
Emphaſis is ſet down in Hebr. 9.13,14. For if the 
blood _ and of CNS _ aſbes of an Heifer 
inkling the anclean;ſanitifteth ro t ation the 
Eb. Hl _s ace more ul he Bet C far 

h the Eternal Spirit e out 
rn » purg — ſciences from yr ery to yu 


the livi herein 2 heat makes a double 
rs oe t. That the _— —_— were 
RE to purifie from CR _ = Fc TRICY 
their Typical nſing, [ i w 

away x; moral wo" by the Po of Chvid OY 


r. Their inſufficiency to <1 — HOU 
we confider the ſabje& z Sin is to de expiated in the 
ſame nature wherein 'twas committed ; now the 


Reafts are of an inferiour rank, and haye no com . 


munion with Man in his nature : Of, if we conſider 
the objet, God was provoked Sing and He is 4 
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Spire and not to be appeaſed by groſs meerial Plal. 50. 13 


i His Wiſdom requires that 4 rational Sacti- 
Gout cpiate the of a rationd! Creature: 


' The w 
feiense of *Fts the ſenſe of Guilt, 4nd the fezr 
of Condemnation that required the renewing of the 
Sacrifice, Now under the Lew, the Miniſtry of the 
Or ctiot. The 


s once purged ſbrald have had no more cons Heb. 10-2. 
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the Tabernacle 'to- the: coming of. Chriſt,. had.not+ 

vertue.to expiate one Sin, They were only ſhadows 
which. could - give. no refreſhment to - the inflamed: 
Conſcience, . but_as they depended on Chriſt, .the 
body and ſub(tance of them. - But the Son of God,. 
who offered himſelf up by the Eternal Spirit to the 
Father, is a Sacrifice not only Intelligent and Rea- 
ſonable, but incomparably more precious than the 
moſt noble Creatures in Earth or in Heaven it ſelF, 
He was Prieſt. and Sacrifice in reſpe& of both. His 
Natures,. His entire Perſon was the. Offerer. and . 
Offering : Therefore the Apoile from the excel-. 
lency of his Sacrifice, infers the unity of its Obla- 
tion, and from thence concludes its Efficacy. . Chriſt 
did not by the Blood of Bulls and Goats,but by his own 


Heb. 10. 14. Blood He entred in once to the Holy Place, having ob- 


tained eternal Redemption for us : and by one Offerin 

He hath for ever perfected. them: who. are ſandtified. 
Upon this aceount God promiſed in the New-Cove- 
nant, That their. Sins and Iniquities He would res 
member no-moxe, having received compleat ſatisfaQi- 
on by the Sufferings of - his Son, _ *'Tis wow ſaid. that 


Heb. 9. 26, once inthe end of  the-world hath he appeared, to 


away Sin by the. Sacrifice of himſelf.. And «5 it 5s 
appointed for all men once.to die, and after Death comes 
\Fudgment : So Chrift was once offered to bear the Sins 
of many, and unto them that "= him ſhall he appeas 
the ſecond time without fin. As there is no other 
natural death to ſuffer between Death and.. Judg- 
ment, ſo there is noother propitiatory Sacrifice. be- 
| tyeen his all-ſufficient Death on the Croſs, and the 

laſt coming of: our Redeemer. . There is one Con- 
ſideration I ſhall adde, to ſhew the great difference 
between Legal Sacrifices and the Death of Chriſt, as 
to-- 


is the Contrivancy of Man's Redemption. 
to its ſaving vertue. The Law abſolutely Pogfds 
the eating of Blood, and the peoples taſting of. the 
Sin-offcrings z to ſignific the imperfeRion of thoſe 
Sacrifices. For fince they were conſumed in their 
Conſecration to Gods Juſtice, and nothing was 
left for the nouriſhment of the Offerers, 'twas a 
they could not appeaſe God.” The Offerers had 
communion with when they brought them to 
the Altar, and in a manner derived their guilt to 
them, but they had no vertue by them in coming 
from it, The Sinner conveyed death to the Sacri- 
. fice, but did not receive life from it. - But Chriſt 
' the Lambof God was not ſwallowed up in his Offer- 
jng to Divine: Juſtice : *Tis his peculiar Glory that 
He. hath'compleatly made Satisfaftion, We may 
feed upon the fleſh of this precious Victims, and drink 
his Blood. As He enter'd into communion of 
Death git us, ſo we are partakers of Life by 
Him, : | 
2. The Compleatneſs of his SatisfaQtion is 
grounded on the | of his Sufferings. There 
was no defe@ in the payment He made, We owed 
a debt of Blood to the Law, and his Life was offer'd 
up as a Sacrifice : otherwiſe the Law had remained 
| In its full vigour, and Juſtice had been unſatisfied. 
That a Divine Perſon hath ſuffered our Puniſhment, 
is properly the reaſon of our Redemption. As 'tis 
not the quality of the Surety that releaſes the Deb- 
tor from Priſon, but rhe payment which he makes 


in his name, * The Blood of Chrift ſhed, poured forth Mat. 26. 28. 
from -his Veins, and offered up to God, in that pee- M*1-14-24- 


ciſe conſideration ratifies. the New Teſtament. The 
ſam is, Our Saviour by his Death ſuffer'd the male- 
dittion of the Law, and his Divine Nature gave .a 

M m-.2 full 
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Rom. 6.4- 
Ifa-53-13» 


fall yalue ro his Sufferings, ſo that the fatisfa&ion 
proceeding from them, was not meerly ex pai7o, as 
Braſs Money is currant by .compoſition ; but ex me- 
rito, as pure Gold hath an intrinfick worth , and 
God who was infinitly provokt, is infinitely plea- 
ſed. 

2. The effets and evidences of his compleat Sa- 
tisfaction are, 

Firft, His RefurreQtion from the Grave, For if 
we conſider the Lord Chriſt in the quality of our 
Surety, He fatisfied the Law in his Death : and agving 
made compleat payment of our debt, He received 
the acquittance in his Reſurreion, His Death a 
peaſed God, His ReſurreRion aſſures Men. Ashe 
roſe himſelf, ſo in'one concurrent ation God « ſaid 
to raiſe him, He was releaſt from the Grave, as from 
Prifen, by publick ſentence , which is an indubita- 
ble argument of the validity and acceptangof the 


' payment made by him in our name. . For being un- 
er 


AﬀR.2 24 


Heb.1 3-20» 


fuch bonds as the Juſtice and Power of, God, he 
could never have loofed the pains of Death, if his 
Sufferings had not fully been fully SatisfaQory and 
received by him for our diſcharge. And 'tis obſerva- 
ble that the raifing of Chiiſt is aſcribed to God as 
reconciled, Mow the God of peace who brought again 
from the dead the great S ws oak: of the Sheep, through: 
the Blhod of the _ ovenant. The Divine Po- 
wer was not put forth till God was pacified, Juſtice 


incenſed exp him to Death,and Juſtice appeaſed- 
freed Him from thedead. And his Reſurrection is at» 
rribure& to his Blood, that being" the] full price of . 
hisand our liberty. In ſhort, when inflexible Juſtice 
= ie to ountihghcre 


is the ſtrongeſt proof 'tis ſaris-- 
Sccondly;. 


in the Contrivence my Mov's Redenyption. 


Secondly, His Aſcent into Heaven, and Intercell- 


Y _ us ICT the compleatneſs and alſufficien- 

FH. He had been excluded from 

me Preſence, there had been juſt cauſe to 

" »Cuſpedt that anger had been ſtill remaining in God's 
Breaſt ; but His admiffton into Heaven is an infal- 

lible reſtimony that God is reconciled. This our 


| _ produces as the Argument by which the 
ly Ghoſt will overcome the ity fears of Men. 


Hefhu comvince the World of ghremſuf, PROP I of Tjok, 16.10. 


poems Father. Chriſt m his Sufferings was 


tranſyreſſors, He dyedas a euilty nes. per-- 


among 
ſon, not only mreſpet of the calumnjes of Men, 
but the curſe of the Law, and the Wrath of God 


which then appeared inexorable againſt fin, But- 


having overcome Death, and broke throngh the 


the innocency of his righteons Per- 


ace ap 
+ fon, and that eat Rightconſneſs is acquired / 
by hs Sulleringy, icne to juſtific all chat ſhall . 


truly 
This i a evident, by confidering his en- 


try into Heayen 23 the true Prieſt, carried 
the Blood of the New-Covenant into the Celeſtial . 
Sanctuary. For the opening this, we are to conſider « 
there ate cyo-parts of the Pricſtly Office. . 
Fo To offer- Sacrifice. . 
| 2. To makeinterceſſon for the dh 
ofthe Sacrifice. This was perfo wht « High, 


Prieſt in the Feaſt of Atonement whichwascclebrar- * os 16-* 


ed in the month T#5.- The oblation. of the Sacrifices ' 
was without, at the Altar : the Interceſſion was made - 
in the Holy of Holies, mto which none mighe” enter 
but the High-Prieft 'once a year. And 
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* of the Law, and retired to his Father, he - 


he maſt - 
expiate 
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expiate. his own fins, and the ſins of oye 6 

Sacrifices; before he could remove the Vail,and rebel 
into that ſacred and venerable place, - where no ſin. 
ner had right to appear. Then he was to preſent the 
precious Incenſe, andthe Blood of the Sacrifices,tos ' 
render God favourable to them. Now theſe were 


ſhadows of what Chriſt was to perform, The. Holy 


of Holies was the type of the thir#Heaven, in its 
Situacion,” Quality and Furniture, For it' was the 
moſt ſecret part of the Tabernacle, ſeparated by a 
double Vail, by that which was between it and the 
firſt Sanctuary, and by another that diſtinguiſh the 
firſt rom the outward Court, Thus the Heaven 
of Heavens is the moſt diſtant part of the Univerſe, - 
and ſeparated from the lower World, by the Starry * 
Heaven, and by the Airy Region, which reaches 
down to the Earth. Beſides, the moſt Holy -part of 
the flaw m_ ya wg oY la ſinners: as Hea- 
ven is ſt y poltie the place -of" inacceſſible 
light, And it was the Throme of 5A where he 
reigned : according to the L of the Pſalmiſt, 
He dwelt between the Cherubims. The figures ofthe 
Cherubims repreſented the Myriads of holy Angels, 
that adore the incomprehenſible Deity , and are al- 
ways ready to execute his commands. The Tables 
of the Law were a Symbol of that infinite Wiſdom 
and Holineſs which ordained them: and the High- 
Prieſts caring ain the Blood of the Sacxifice, and 
carrying with him all the Tribes of . Iſ-ae/ upon his 
Breaſt, ſignified that Jeſus Chriſt the true Hi 

Prieſt after he had really expiated fin by his Divine 
Sacrifice inthe lower World, ſhould enter into the 
Eternal $S with his own Blood, and intro- 


duce with him all his People, Of this there was a, 


marvellous 


a3 


in the Contritjance of Man's Redemption. 271 
| vs non. t- 07y for in the ſame moment that 
Chriſt expired, the Vail of ghe Temple that ſepa- 
rated the Oracle from- the firſt part, was rent from 
the top to the bottom; to fignifie that the true High- 
* Prieſt had Authority and Right to enter into Heaven | 
| itſelf. And the ſpecial of his aſcending is ex- . 
| preſt by the Apoſtle : For Chriſt 5s not enteredHcb 9.24. 
into the Holy places made with hands, which are the 
Figures of the true, but Into Heaven its ſelf, now to 
appear in the preſence of __ «, Asthe High- 
| Prieſt .might not enter into that ſacred and terrible - 
| place, neither could he propitiate” God without 
' ſprinkling the Blood of. the ſlain Sacrifice, So our 
Redeemer firſt performed what was neceſſary for the 
Expiation .of- Sin, and then-He paſt through the 
| viſible Heavens, andaſcended -before the Throne of 
, God to appear as our Advocate. He made an ob/s- 


tion of Hunſelf on the Earth, before He could make 
interceſſion for us: in Heaven, which is the conſum- 
mation of. his Prieſtly Othee. The- fir was a proper 
orice; the, og is a im men of it: There- 
fore He.is ſaid To appear before his Father by Sacrifice, 
.. Belides what fv becn diſcours'd © 7 he 5: Heb. 9.26 4 
| and dependance of theſe parts of his Prieftly Office, 
which proves. that He had accompliſht the expiarion 
of Sin, before He was admitted into Heaven to inter- 
cede for us: There are two: other Conſiderations - 
" which manifeſt the compleatneſs of his Satisfattion. - 
'.....1- The manner of his Interceſfion. -. 2. 'Its omni- 
potent Efficacy. - 

1, The manner of it. . He:doth not appear in the 
farm of a Suppliant upon his. Knees | before the 
Throne, offering up tears and-ſtrong cries as in the 
day. of his fleſb, but He fits at Gods right hand mats 

ing | 


A 
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interceſſion for i _ He ſollicits our "*M* 
Wo a favour tohimy but as the price of his Sub }' 
and as due to his infinite Merit. His Blood : 

.in the ſame manner pleads for our Pardon, as the 


. » 


Heb. 12+24- blood of righteous 4 _ for pa _ $ b 


the Murderer : Not by an articalzte voice, but by 
ſuing to Juſtice for a "Fall recompence of ir. Ia 
ſhort, His Intercefſion is the continual repreſenta- 
tion of his moſt worthy Paſſion, 
2+ The omnipocent Efficacy of his Interceflion 
|= AW Fally ſatisfied. He frees us from _ 
eſt Evils, and obtains for us the gteateſt 


gjoun 3-2. in the quality of Mediator. If any L ray | 
we heve an Advocate _ the Father Feſws hos Chri the 
Righteans ; and he ray age itiation for our Sins, and 


wot fer ours ns of the whole world, He 
the a Gol and hinders the effe&s 


CI Sinners, Now g 
wor. pang fy ns rus on the - 
ion of his Sacrifice, The blefſednefs of Hez- 


ven is confer'd on Believers according to bis Will, 
Job.17-24. Father, I will thet thoſe vohons thew bait given me, be 
with me where I am to ſce my glory... His requeſt is 
eſfefual, not only becauſe He is Gods Son, andin' 
-. + pato_ IS, but for his meritorious 


Fbs» 110mg age wont There is one God, 
iS wen" God and. May, the Man 
i Lardh w e himſelf” a ranſom for all, : The 

es 2 Parallel ite mag of the 

«and of the 7, which is molt Sacred 


42 Tims 2+ 5. 


this reafom that the Office of Mediator is ©, 


tw dhe Contrivente of Mans Redemption. 
they. cannot be divided. And we may obſerve by 
the way, How the Popiſh Doctrine that eres as 
many Advocates as Is, or Saints, or who- 


ever are Canmiſed, is guilty of Impiety and Folly : 


Of Impiety, In the Sovereign Crown from 
the Hed of Chill to ofoen others with it, as ifthey 
had more credit with God, or compaſſion for Men : 
And of Folly, In expecting benefits by their Inter. 
ceſſion, who have no fati Ment to purchaſe 
them. The numerous Advocates that are con- 


27; 


tho they ſhine with a conſiderable bri yet fgwromgee, 
they are only S«xs in appearance, "2 "*"}rooungglleruy 


quickening Influences to the Earth, The bleſſed r», 5c&re && 
| Spirits above, who enjoy a dependant Light from Net Qt 
the Sun.of Righteoulheſs,yet-convey no-Beneits to © 
| Men by M-riteriowe interceding for them. We obtain 
_ Grace &-Glory only upon the requeſts of our Redee- 

mer. Briefly, The a&s of hisPrieſt-hood reſpe the 
Attributes, which in a ſpecial manner are to be 


tisfaction to: 


e the Benefits which 
He aſed for- his 


os eb ets 
tully y-the glorious iſlue of hi Tings, 
This will be moſt evident by ing the con- 
nexion and \dependance'which his Glory hath upon 
his Humiliation ; And that is twofold: \ 
| - 1, Adependance of Order. - His Abaſement and 
Sufferings were to a” his Majeſty and w_ : 
n O 
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&o creſcere po- 

F2 
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twilins ſue. + This is expreſly declared by 
I paſt unbled himſelf, and hecams obe- 


Phil.2.9. aient to the Death 


of ry knee (bould 
CE 


CIEATUres 


» 


terprets the words of the ft, Meſſiah. 
Pal. 11041. ſopoit: ie "gg ar} —_ 0 his 
"_ £ 00tt 00h, by. reqgning-s;, for”: PrO1GM. 
1:Cor.15. be hath Fd his Enenyes: under bis. fg n 
25s, And Saint Peter tells- us, That the Father: 
: hath made bim: Loyd. and. Chiift': : That: is, by a 
wy 7 nay committed: to hin the Govetn--- 
wen of the Chugch, and: che. World-:- not deveſt- 


ing 


mg himfelf of his effericial Dominion, bur exeroiſing 
ie by Chrift The Veges of this Digmty is em- 
| oner rel ſet forth by the Apoſtle : The Fathey hath 


exted him at his own right hand inthe* Heavenly pla- Eph-1,21 
auf (21s 


ces, fur abvve all Principalitics, and Powers, 
Might, and Dominion, (which titles bgpily the ſeve- 
ral degrees of Glory, among the Angels ) and every 
name that is named net only in this World, but that 
which is to com? : thatis, hath given him a tranſcen- 
dent and incominunicable Glory, the uſe of names 
being to ſipnify the _ Perſons. In ſhort, he 
is made rhe Head of the Church,. and Judge of the 
World :- Angels and Men ſhall ſtand before his Tri- 
bunal, and receive theit Eretnal decifion frftn him, 
Now inthis ceconomy of our Mediator, his Humili- 
ation was the cauſe of his Exaltation upon a double 
account. » 

rt. As the Death of Chriſt was an expreſſion of 
 ſach humility, ſuch adinirable Obedicnce to God, 
- -| fack Divine Love fo Men, that it was perfe&ly plea- 
fing to his Father, and his Power being equal to his 
Love he infinitely rewarded it. 
\ 2, The Death of Chriſt was for SatisfaQion to 
Juſtice, and when he hid done that Work, he was 
fo enter into-relt, It brhoved Chriſt to Suffer and ex- 


rey into Ghyy. 'Tis true, Divine Honour was due to -uk-® 


him npon another title, as the Son of God : bur 
the receiving of it was deferr'd by diſpenſation for a 
- time, Firſt, He muſt redeem us, and then Reign. 
The Scripture is very clear in referring his aQual 
poffeſſion of Glory, as the juſt conſequenc to his com- 


pleat tion of fin, When by himſelf He had "4 Heb. 1.3- 


& 10.12, 


ged our fins, He ſat down on the right hand of the 
fefty "on high. And after he bat made on: Sacrifice 


Nan 2 for 
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or fins, for ever ſate down on the right hand. of God. 

f Vo _— only the Will of Sather, bows 

nature of the l ent on this Fa pro- 

ceeding, Fox Jeſus Chriſt. by voluntary ſuſception 

undertaking to ſatisfie the Law ap as he was 

obliged to ſuffer what was neceſſary in order to our. 

Redemption, ſo 'twas reaſonable after Juſtice was 

fatisfied, that the humane nature_ihould be freed 

from its infirmities, and the Glory of his Divine be 

ſo conſpicuous, that every tongue ſhould confeſs that 

Jeſus who was deſpiſed on Earth is ſupreme Lord; 

The Apoſtle fums up all together in that trium | 

challeng, Whoſball lay any thing to the chargg of God's 

Rom8-34 Elect? *Tis God that Joffe who is he that condem- 

35, meth ?- Tis C briſt that died, yea rather is riſen again, 

who ts even at the right hand of God, who alſo maketh 
interceſſion for ws. 

3. The excellent benefits which God reconciled 
beſtows upon us, are the effects and evidences of the 
compleatneſs of Chriſts SatisfaQion, And theſe 
are-pardon of Sin, Grace, and Glory, The Apoſtle 

Heb. 7.19. (ls us that rhe Low made nothing perfedt : all its Sa: 
' * crifices and Ceremonies could not expiate the guilt, 

hor cleanſe the ſtain of ſin, nor open Heaven for 

us : which three are - Hoe to _ perfection. But 

Chriſt” by one Offering hath perfeited for ever them that 

HoDp-14- ve der By him x. Dean Fl Juſtification, 


Renovation and: Communion with God : therefore 

his Sacrifice, the Meritorious cauſe of procuring 

them, muſt be 0-060 

' 1, Our Juſtification is the effet of his Death : 

for the obligation « Bag iN made void by it, 

God forgtves us our Treſpaſſes, blotting out the hand- 
Cn3-t6:- kr Ordinances pl | 


at was againſt ms, and took. 
it- 


. 3s the Contrivinctof Mans R 

So nailing it to his Groff. The is 

» wed, at are proper to. the cancelling a civil 

Bond. The killing letter of the Law is aboliſhr by 

the Blood of the Croſs, the Nails and the Spear 

have rent it in pieces, to fignifie that- irs condem- 
ning power is taken away. 

ow the infinite vertue of his Death in taking 

aw ay.the guilt of fin will more fully appear, if we 

conſider. . 
I. That it hath procured Pardon for fins com- 


mitted in all of the World. Without the in- - 
a acti 


tervention of ifice God would not Pardon, and 


the moſt coſtly that were offered up by finners, were + 


of no value to make com to Juſtice: buc 


the Blood of Chriſt was propiciation for - 


fins committed before . his The Apoſtle 
tells us, He was mot. obliged to mig 


with the of others, but now once in the endof the 
World hath he appeared to put 4 wer fin, fin, - by the Sacri- 
five of himſelf. The direct ſenſe. of the Words is, 


that the virtue of his Sacrifice extended it ſelf to all 


times: for otherwiſe in: regard Men have always 
needed propitiation, He muſt have Suffered often 
fince the Creation of the World. . Andif it be askt 
how His Death had a ſaving influence - before He 
aQually Suffered ? -the anſwer is clear : We muſt 
conkider the Death of Chriſt not as a Natural but 


Moral cauſe : *'tis not. as. a Medicine that heals, . 


but as a .Ranſom. that frees a Captive. Natural 
Cauſes . operate nothing before their -real exiſt 
ence z but 'tis not neceſſary that moral Cauſes 
ſhould have an actual being ; 'tis ſufficient that they 
falbbe, and thay the perſon with whom they are et- 
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himſelf oftew, 4s hoon 
the High-Prieſt entered imto up oly. place every year, 26 


. . $38 


feual, a the Promiſe. - As. a Captive is re- 
leaſt ance given-that he: will ſend his ran- 
ſom, h 'tis not actually: depoſited. Thus the 
death of Chriſt was available to purchaſe pardon for 


Bdlievers before his coming, 3 for be' interpoſed as I | 


their Surety , and God, to whom all _ are 
preſent, knew the accompliſhment of it inthe ap- 
pointed time. He is therefore calPd: the Lamb lain 


Rev.13-8. from the foundation of the world , not only in 


of God's Decree, but his Efficacy. The ſalvation 
we derive from him, was ever in him. He appeared 
.under the Empire of Aaguſtues, and dyed under Tybe- 
rius, but he was a Redeemer m all ages, otherwife 
the compariſon were not juſt, that as by Adam al 


1Cor. 15-22. de, ſo by Chriſt all are made alrve. 


'Tis true, under the old Teſtament they had not a * 
clear knowledg of him, yet they enjoyed the bencficof | 
his unvaluable Sufferings. For themediaum by which 
the benefits our ed; are 'con- 
veyed to Men, is not the' exa&t knowledg of what 
he did and ſuffered, but fincere Fairly ins the Pro- 
miſe of God. Now-the Divine Revelation being 
the rule and meaſure of Faith, ſuch a degree was 


- ſufficient to Salvation, as anſwered the generaft dif- 


covery of Grace, Believers depended God's - - 
goodneſs to n/ them in ſach a wares ths ho- 
nourable- to his Juſtice. They had fome pgrneral 
Knowledge that the Meſliah. ſhould 'come, and bring 
Salvation : Abrahens rejoiced to ſee the day of Chrift': © 
Moſes valued the Afflictions of Chriſt, more than the 
Treaſures of Agypt, And: Believers in general are 
deſcribed to be wazters for the (onſolation of Iſr act. In 
ſhort, the Jewiſh and Chriſtian Church are effen- 
tially one ; they differ no more than the — 


an 


"Sour Faith reſpeRs 2 Saviour 
theirs reſpected Him as to come. 


ey of his Death as it 
"elle, The faing tl Gaocerding Apes. He 


&s the Jon: pore, to day, pre autary br ever ; . only in Heb. 13.9. 


Perſon, but his Office. The verrue of 


is argued from their repetition. But the 
Oblation of Chriſt hath an everlaſting y to 
_ obtain full Pardon for Believers. . His Blood is as 

werful to propitiate God, as if it were' this day 
B upon the Croſs, He « able to ſeve to tuity 
all that ſball addreſ; to God by Him: Since He ever 
lives to make Interceſſjon The Pardon that He once 

chaſed, ſhall ever be applicd to contrice Believers. 

Fo Covenant that was ſealed with his Blood is erer- 
na], and the. Mercies contained imvie. 1 + 

2. The perfection of bis Sacrifice 1s cvidene, 
its expiating univerſally the guile of all IS 
ons, *Tis true, Sins in their own nature are dif- 
ferent,: ſome have a crimfon gnilt' attending them, 
and accordingly Conſcience thould be affected: Bur 
the Grace of the Goſpel makes no' difference, The 
tells us , that the Blood of Chriſt cleanſeth - 
from all. fins = Whatever the kinds, degrees and cir- | 
cumſtances are... As the Deluge overflowed the - 
' higheſt Mountains, as well as the leaſt Hill, fo 

doning Mercy covers Sins'of the firſt nagnitudoas 
well- as.che fimalleſk, Under the Law; one Sacrifice - 
could expiate but one Offence, though bue againſt 
a carnel.. Commandment, bur-rhis: one waſhes _ 
t 


Divine dttribues, © if 
againſt-the More! Law. And 


under the Goſpel, Sins of what quality ſoever, if re- 
 pented of, are pardoned. The Apoſtle having rec- 
koned up Idolaters, Adulterers, and many- other 
notorious Sinners that ſhall not inherit the Kmgdom © 
'1Cor-6.11- of Heaven, tells the Corinthians, that ſuch were ſome | 
. of them , but they were ſanitified, and juſtified in the | 
ame of the Lord Feſws Chriſt, *Tis true, Thoſe | 
who ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt are excepted from 
Pardon : But the Reaſon is, Becauſe the Death of 
Chriſt was not appointed for the Expiation of it : 
- Andthere being no Sacrifice, there is no Satisfation, 
and. conſequently no Pardon, The Wiſdome and 
Juſtice of God- requires this Severity againſt them : | 

Heb.10-26- For if he that deſpiſed Moſes Law died without Mercy, 
of how meuch ſorer puniſhment ſball he be thought wor- 
thy, who hath troden under foot the Son of God, and 
'Ucb.10.28, hath caunted the Blood of the Covenant wherewith he 
29% was ſanttified an AP. Oy and hath don: deſpite to 
the Spirit of Grace * is; They renounce their 
Redeemer as-if he were not the Son of 'God, and © 
virtually conſent to the cruel Sentence paſt againſt 
Him, as if he had blaſ; when He declared * 
Himſelf tobe ſo, and y outſin his phage 
How reaſonable is it ſhould be for ever de. 
prived of the Benefits, obſtinately reje&t the 

Means that purchaſed them. | 

.2. The Death of Chriſt hath procured Grace for 
Men. We made a Forfeiture of, our Onginal Huli- 
neſs, and were righteouſly deprived of it. And till 
Diviae Juſtice was appeaſed, all influences cf Grace 


were 


7% > Saint, 


promns OS | 


with 2 new 7A ad «= a maryellous change " 
a . ſe gd Pollution. "WM - 
© Believers into Heaven is a con- "3 


ringidg probe ie all-ſufficiency of. his Sacrifice. 
"3 tice will | not permir  (rltoaty | 


inclines Him to: beſtow 


war igs 4+ a FaP | 
ot « 
Baden on = domnch oke po 


He ESEES 
| ay Toſum op all, *ris obſergable,. thar 
attributes £6 = 


che Death of Chriſt:nor 

0.7 opvr whereby we are 'redeemed from-Py- 

pond; burſuch a redundant Meric, as purchaſes ©.) 4.5. 
Je ore ene and. all the glorious Prerogatives 
ke of. God. | Upon theſe accounts his 
Blood barks double Eficay. As the, Blood of: the 


Covenant, 


= 
* 
KK 
= 
=— « 


232. 


Heb-13- 20. Coven 
Luk.22.20 Tei 


Hub. 10+19+ 


i procure prace » as the Blood of 
A ho, anqgi vo $:t0-us a Ticte co Heaven, it 
ſ go chat of Re Fook, we. have huldacf 
to [eg #nto F 


I will remove =_m_ r mew againſt this 


a z 
. That Repentance and Faith « fs. nired in 
ables to the partaking of the precious benefits which 


Chriſt hath purchaſed, doth not leſſen the Merit 

of his Dcath, and the compleatneſs of the Satis- 

faction made to God by it. For we mult confi dens. 
There is a great difference berween the 


ep "pong Woogak 
v3 2ap Foggy par pray = Ora be ſued or 
again. - But when the ſame that the. Law 


> appoint. Now 'tis thus in 4 
Redemption: Chriſt laid down 
us, and this was not the very i in. 
cho. Lie required. . Far accord 


to the threawmings the Sau the: fins ſhull de» the De-. 


mn his own-perfon. was to ſuffer the penal- 
"ets natural or moral that 
God to admir of -his for our dif- 


Jv: If the Law had expreſt that the finner or his. - 
furety ſhould ſuffer, there had been, no necd of a 
better 


God truly 
iefation : for phe tin Ii 

Now theſethings ſuppoſed, al 
Blood of Chriſt was a price ſo precious, that it can 
only be valued by God that received it, and might 
worthily have redeemed a thouſand Worlds, yer 
the effes of it are to be diſpenſed accord ;c0 the 
Eternal, Covenant between the Farher and e Son, 
_ the tenor of it is revealed in the Goſpel, viz. 

tance and Faith are the conditions, u 

Rich the ob obtaining pardon of fin, and all the bleſ- 
ſings which are the conſequents of it depends: thus 
Chriſt who makes Satisfa&tion, and God that 
accepts it, declare. The Conmiffion of the A- 
| from his-own mouth” was to preach 
tance, ani Remiſſion of fins in his name to all Nati- 


-ons: and he was exalted by God to be a Prince, and .« AQts 5-31 


Saviowr, for to grve repentance to Tſratl, and forgiventſs 


; The etablſhing of this orier is not 2 meer po- 
comes; wherein the Wi of ths 1 aw iver 
ark oc grou und of our duty ; but theres a 
eel dren Pho do bo 
Fo: Chrift hark fariafied fultive, that G 
may exerciſe ing Mercy inſach a manner as 
iiable-to is other Qions. Now Yis contra- 
ry to his Wiſdom to di 
His Sons Bloodto im 


eatly 2 
that will trample them under Tx to beſtow 
Oo 2 Salva- 


b.1 
, &: 
'Tis 
. 4 
» 
», 


ſe who deſpiſe 


- 
on. on. thoſe - 
R F ., MA t : - 4 0 5 » af : : 


prixiledge and licenſe to ſin, againſt him.. Nay, 
inal Impenitency is un able to. Mercy 
it (elf, For the objects of Juſtice and Mercy.can. 
not be the ſame: now an impenitent {inner is neceſ- 
farily under the revenging Juſtice of God, 'Tis no 
diſparagement to. his omnipotency that he cannot 
ſave ſuch, For Vary ou God can do. whatſoever _ 
he will, yet he can will nothing but what is agree- + 
able to his Nature. Not that there. is any = 


curely abuſe. his fayour, as if his pardon. werea |} 


above God, chat obliges him to a&t, but he is a Law | 


to himfelf. And the more excellent his perfeions' - 
are, the leſs he can contradict them, As 'tis no + 
refletion upon his power that he cannot die, neither 
is it that.-he can do nothing unbecoming his perfeQi- | 
ons. On the contrary, it implies weakneſs to be lia- 
ble to any ſuch a&t. _ Thus ſuppo the Crea- 
ture Holy, it is impoſſible but he ſhould love it, not 
that he ows any thing to the Creature, but in regard 
he is infinitely good: and if impeniteat and edt 4 
nate in fit, he cannot but hate and puniſh it, not that 
he is accountable {gr bis Aaions, but becauſe he is * 
infinitely Juſt.. And from hence ic appears, that the 
requiring of Repentance and Faith in order to the 
aQual partaking of the. blefſings our Redeemer pur- - 
chaſed, doth not diminiſh the value of his Satisfacti- 
on, they hog wot the cauſes of pardon, but -ne-- 
ceſſary qualifications in the. ſubje& that receives 
is. 


” 2 It doth not lefſen the Compleatneſs of his $4 
usfaRion, thar Believers are liable to Atfitions and 
| Death, 


bas. adds.” 
# ate Lt ? 
x 


in the" Contrruance of Man's Redemption. 
_—_— between: God - and- our Redeemer, for 
of IG than > wor 0 mag Heb" which 
gab fulby: lidbe by him. - This wi | 
ſeveral Conſiderations. oo 

1. Some Aﬀiions have not the nature of a Pu- 
niſhment, but are intended only for the exerciſe of 
their Graces , That the trial of their Faith, Pati- 1Pct.1 7: 
ence, and 6 being much more ates than of Gold Jam. 1.2. 
that periſhcth, though it be tried by. the fire, might be 

_ found unto m_ Now. theſe Aﬀictions are the Rom-5+2:3: 
occaſion of their Joy, and-in order to their Glory, 

Of this kind. are all the Sufferings that Chriſtians 
endure for the promotion.of the Goſpel. Thus the 
Apoſtles eſteemed themſelves dignified, in ſuffering 
what was contumelious and reproachful for the , , 

' Name of Chriſt, And St..Paw/ interprets it as DE 6 hw 
ſpecial favour, that God call'd forth the Philippians | 
to the Combat.. To you it is given inthe behalf of 
Chriſt to ſuffer : Not only the Graces of. Faith and 
Forticude, but the Affliction was given : So Believers 
are declared Happy, when they ave "> 28y of (hrifts 1Pet.4414--_ 

\ Sufferings:: for the Spirit of G - on them, | 
Now. it is evident that Atflictions of this nature 
are no Puniſhments. For ſince *tis effential to Pu- 
niſhment to be inflicted for a Fault, .and every Fault 
hath a #arpitude in it; It neceſſarily follows, - that 
Puniſhment which is the brand of a crimemuſt be al- 
waies attended with infamy,. anfl-the Sufferer un-- 
der ſhame. But Chriſtians are honourable by their 
Sufferings for God, as they conform them to th- 
Image of his. Sen, who -was conſecrated by Suffer- 

S, 

% Afictions are ſent ſometimes not with reſpeR- 

0 - 


©. 
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2 Cor.12+7- 


ad 


in the degrees and vertue of his Sufferings. 


FAY 

The Hormuny of the Divine Attributes, 4 
to a Sin comminted, but to prevent the-commiſion "| 
of it: and this diſtinguiſhes them from "Puniſh- 
mens, For the Low No from'Evil, not by in- 
flicting, but threatning the Penalty. But m the 
Divine Diſcipline han is another Reaſon, God 
afflids to reſtrain mo As St. Paul had « thorn 
in the fleſh to prevent Pride. 

3+ hoſe Evils that are inflicted on Believers for ® 
Sin, do not diminiſh the power and value of Chrift's 
Paſſion, For we muft diſtinguiſh between Punith- 
ments which are meerly caftigatory for the good of the 
Offender, and that are purely windiiive for the juſt 
Satisfaction of the Law. Now Believers are 1i2ble 
to the firſt, but are freed from the other. Foy Chriſt 
hath redeemed them from the Curſe of the Law, being 
made a (wrſe for them, 

The Popifh Doctrine of SatisfaQion to offended 
Juſtice by our ſuffering” rempore! Evils, is attended 
with many pernicions Confequences, 

1. It robs the Crofs of Chriſt of one part of its 
Glory, as if ſomething were left to us to make up, 


2. Ic reflets on Gods Jultice, asif He exatted 
two different SatisfaQions for Sin: the oe from 
CR poem from the Sinner, 

3. It difparages his Mercy, in making Him to 

iſh whom He pardons, and to infli& a Penalr 

4. *'Tis ous to- Man, by feeding a falſc 
Preſamption in him, as if by themeric of bis ſuffer- 
_— could expiate Sin, and obtain part of that 
Salvation which we entirely owe to the Death of 
our Redeemer, os 


The 


» The . 
mom ae yer effedts of 
'Tis true,' they ze Evi- 
E againſt them for Sin, but 
-not of Hatred, For reconciled to them in 
Chriſt, He beares an unchangeable Aﬀe&ion to 
them z and Love cannot hate, though it may be 
angry. The morive that excites God to corre 
them is Love: according to- that teltimony of the 


Apoſtle, Whom the Lord loves He chaftens, As ſora Heb.12.6 
times out of his ſevereſt diſpleaſure He forbeares to 1ai-1+5- 


ſtrike, and condemets obſtinate Sinners to Proſperity 
here, fo from the tendereſt Mercy he afflits his own.. 
But ww # vindictive Judgments proceed from 


meer wr 
2+ They differ in their meaſures. The Evils that 
Believers fuffer are alwaies pr 4 > to their 
They are not the fi ions of 

avid de- 
to Favour, 


Is. 
fedto Fury gy (vs pg 0b Lek 
is ah 'Tis the graciou 


Aber Eord: pſal.143-2.. 


51h Famer, \ Jer10. 24+ 


to Darud with refpe&to y" mw 7 he commit Inj- 2 Sadd\.7. 14. 


quity I will chaſten him with the rod of men, aud with 
| He ſtripes of the ohildaen of men : that is, Chaſtiſe _ 
moderately: For in. the ſtile of the Scriptare as things 
are by the Epither Divine, or of God, = 4s. 
the Gedgrs of God, that is, very tall ; And Nineve 
is called The City: of God, that 1s, very great: Soto 
things that are in a wedjocrity, the $ So 

uies, 
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2h The” Harivony of the Divine Attribotes 
the Epirher humane; orof Men: Andaccording © 
—_ Rule of Oppoſition,the Rod of God is an ex- 
traordinary Affliction which deſtroys the Sinner , *tis - 
ſuch a'Puniſhment as aman'can'neither inflit, nor. 
endure : But the Rod of Mean is a moderate Cor- : 
reQion, that doth not exceed the ſtrength” of the +. 
Patient. But every purely vindiFive Puniſhment | 
which the Law pronounces, is in proportion to | 
nature of the Crime, not the ſtrength of the Cri- 1 
minal. 4 
3. They are diſtinguiſht by the intention and cnd' * 
of God in inflicting them. Ws 
1. In Chaſtiſements God primarily .deligns the 
Heb. 12-10. Profitof his People, That they Aray be partakers of his ; 
Holineſs, When they are ſecure and carnal, HE 
awakens Conſcience by the ſharpvoice of the Rod ;;; 
to refle@ upon Sin, to make them obſervant for the. 
future; to render their Aﬀectioas more indifferent : 
to the World, and ſtronger towards Heaven. The 
Apeſtle expreſſes the nature of Chaſtiſements, Whew. 
pe We arc Judged, we are inſtructed by the Lord ; They; 
1Cor.11.32. are more; lively Leſſons than thoſe which are by the, 
Word alone, -and-inake-a "deeper impre port- 
he heart. - David acknowledges, Before he was af*. 
 Pſ.119-67- flicted he went aftray, but now have I kept - thy words.” 
Corrupt Nature-makes Gods Favours pernicious; 
but his Grace makes our Puniſhments profitable.” 
Briefly, They are not fatisfations for what” is paſt,” 
. butadmonitions for the time tocome. © But purely: 
vindictive J ts are not inflicted for the refor-* 
mation of an Offender, but to preſerve the honour 
of the Sovereign, and Publick-Order,. and:'to make 
ccmpenſation for the breach of the Law. If any, 


advantage: 


orld. And fo orfnn 
mw mpg thetr {Davy As the Pſabmei# de- 
the Righteons ſmite me, and it ſhall be 
Gar tet him reprove me, it ſhall be an excellent oile, 
S fall not break my hrad. But the Viadittive 
iſhment of a Malefaior is not to prevent his con- 
dem in ions for Death is ſometimes the Sentence. 
& this reſpeRt the temporal evils that befal rhe 
Wicked and che Godly, though materially the ſame, 
y differ. For to the Wicked they are as ſo 
Fearmalts of the compleat on poo rv they (hall 
ak i Jie in another W 

WE Sortows : burto the Godly they are in 
eo their Salvation. They are as the RedSea, 
PORES on tothe Land of Pro- 
te a Song crphhar beer > _ _ 

er as mach im their iſſue, as 

s of Hezven and of Hell. 

2 p That Dezch remains wv Believers 4orks novles- 
- "Tiserne 


= s | a 19-- -_ > re, 
” p »- hy * l A 2 


"= 


= w; +” 
'4F 


renfom, frond pay this Tribure" to che 
Ton ' * "Tertors. Brie the nature of if ischanged: - 
2Carſe to the wicked milited for Sarisfattion to : kala, 


z 
Juſtice, but x Privitedge co Believers, As God ap» 
Pomtie the Raindow 19. be the Sign of bis Core= 
tm, chat he would drown the World no more, or- 
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 dain'd the ſame Waxers to be the token of his Mer- | 
cy, which were the inſtrument of his Juſtice. _ Blef | 


ſed are th: dcad that die in the Lord. And the Pſghnift - 4 | 
{7 Tj : 


Plab 1619: tells us, that. precions in the fight of the Lord i 


John 11. 


Lib. 13.de 


Death of his Saints : Chriſt hath taken away what 

is truly deſtruQtive in it, "Tis continued for their | * 
advantage. \ 
* I, Corruption hath ſo depraved the ſenſitive ap- 
petite, that during | 
tirely freed from it : but Death that deſtroyes the © 
natural frame of the Body, puts an end to fin. And 
in this reſpec, there is a difference between 
the Death of Chriſt and of Believers : the end of his 
was to remove the guilt of fin, of theirs to extin- 
guiſh the reliques of it. 

2, 'Tis adelivery from Temporal evils, and an 
entrance into Glory, Deathand Deſpair ſeize on 
the Wicked at once, but the Righteous hath hope 
in his Death. | 
- 3. The Grave ſhall give up its ſpoils at the laſt, 
It retains the Body for a time, not to deſtroy but 

ihe it. Our Saviour tells us that whoever believes | 
on him ſhall not ſee death, for he will yaiſe them up at 
the leſt dey. He that dies a Man, ſhall revive an _ 
Angel,cloathed with Light and Immortality.- I will 
conclude this argument with the words of St. Auſtin: 
Ablato criminis n:xu, relicka eſt mors. Nunc vero 
majore & mirabiltore gratis Sabvatoris in uſus juſtitie 


Civit. Co4+ peceatt pena oft comverſa :. tum enim dictum eſt Homini, 


morieris fi peccaveris, nunc dittum eft ri, morere 
me pecces, Et fic per ineffabilem Dei miſericordiam & 
ipſa pena vitiorum tranſit in arms virtutis,, & fit juſti 


meritum, ctiam ſupplicium peccatoris, Although 


But 
by 


Guilt of Sin'is removed, yet death remains; 


our natural ſtare we are not in- © 


is the Comtrivance of Man's Redemption. 291 - 
the admirable Grace of the Redeemer, 

. radar is made an nn he Fe 

TheLaw threatned Man with if he ſinned , 
the Goſpel commands a Martyr wk that he may 
- notlin, And thus by the unſpeakable Mercy of God, 
A the puniſhment of Vice becomes the ſecariry of Vir- 
; tue z and that which was revenged upon the finn=r9 
gives to the Righteous a title to a glcrious reward. 


CHAP. XV. 


Inferences, In the Death of Chrift there is the cleareft 
diſcovery of the evil of fin. The ftriinefs of divine 
Futtice is mo#t viſible in it. The conſideration of the 
ends of C ow Death takes off the ſeandal of thr 
| Croſs,and changes the offence into admiration. The 

*2S ifatin of _, by Chritts Sufferings affords 
the tr dſſmrance that God is ready to pardon 
ſinners. be oute n:ceſſity of complying with the 
germs of the Goſpel for hy _ There are bus 
«two wayes of appearing 

' either 4 A Mocopoy. | the Þ Rigtoagi nt C, bro: 

© The Cauſes why men r et Chritt ave, a legal temper 
that is natural to them, and ru —— res ag of 

- fin. Th: unavoidable miſery of ne will not ſubmit 


to our $xviowr. 


1, T7 Rom hence we may diſcover moſt clearly the. 
F evil of Sin, which no Sacrifice could Ay | 
ate but che Blood of the Son of God. - 'Tis true, the 
internal: Malignity of Sin, abſtmRed from its dread- 
| oa emaeags pv” whe For 'tis in 
Pp 2 its 


\ 


The Hirnnny of the Divine Attyibutes, 

its own nature direct enmity 
ſcures the Glory of all his A Tis 3 
lation of his Majeſty, who' is the univerſal __ ; 
of Heaven and Earth, A contrariety to his Holi. - 
neſs, which ſhines forth in his Law, A deſpiſing 
his Goodneſs, the atractive to Obedience, The 
eontempt of his Omniſcience, which ſees every fin 
when *tis commited. The lighting of his terrible 
Juſtice and Power, as if the Sinner could ſecure him- 
ſelf from his Indignation. A denial of his Truth, as 

if the threatning were a vain terror to ſcare Men © 
from ſin. And all this done voluntarily to. pleaſe an - 


irregular corrupt Appetite,by a def] e Creature, 
who abſolutely depends ug for his being and 
happineſi | 


S. 
Theſe Conſiderations ſeriouſly pondered, are moſt 
r to diſcover the extremity of its evil, But 
e demonſtrations are moſt powerful to con- 
vince and affect us : and thoſe are taken from the . 
fearful Puniſkmencs that are inflicted for Sin. Now- + 
the Tarments of Hell which are the juſt and full re- 
TLDS 
evitable. od .cannot | 
declare the Norrie of God againſt the 
willulcontempc of his Authority, But inthe Suf- 
__— roam. If Juſtice / 
it ſelf had rent the Heavens, and come down in the 
moſt oe errour = m_—_—_ the Rebellions of - 
Men, it could never have ſtronger impreffions 
us, than the Death of Chriſt duely conſidered. 
The Deſtruction 6f the World by Water; the mira- 
culous burning of Sedww and Gewerreh by ſhowers 
of Fize, and all other the mo cecrible } | 
do not afford ſuch a ſenſible inſtruction of the evil 


of 


zinft God, and ob- |} 
{Tis thevicc © 


»* h 
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In the Conrivane of Mano Redenptios, 
of bs Sefings 1gnu 


y Law. Poe Hlethar was the Son of God, por 
Lond of G - was. made a Man of Sorrowes. 
"He endured » Scourgings, Stripes, and at 
laſt a cruel CR Death. The wy of Holies 
was crucified between two Thieves. By how much 
the Life of Chriſt was more precious than the lives 
of..all men, ſo mfich in-his Death doth the wrath of 
God appear more fully againſt Sin, than it would in 
the deſtruction of the whole world of Sinners. And 
His Spiritual! Sufferings infinitely exceeded all His 
- Corporeal, The of Wrath that were in- 
flicted by Gods immediate Hand his Soul, 
forced from him thoſe py on moved all 
the powers of Heaven and with Compaſſion. 
If. the curtain were drawn aſide, and we ſhould look 
\ into the Chambers of Death, where Sinners /ie 
down oor - ip and hear the woful ex. 
ons, an plaints Damned, 
qa horrour ang diſtraction they ſpeak of their 
| torments;-we could not have a fuller teftimony of 
God's Infinite diſpleaſure againſt fin, than in the An- 
of our Redeemer, For _ 
ever His Sufferings were in kind, yet in their 
and meaſure they were equally terrible with F 
belile char Kaciconl Ageact thould Evely; the 
| e that Rar y,'in the 
open light, for vanities dare co commit fin * 
| they avoid or endure the Wrath of an Incenſed 
God? if God fo endo his Son when he came in 
the ſimilitude of finful fleſh, how ſhall Sinners who 
Gy and univerſally defiled eſcape * Can they 


forrifie 
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fortifie themſelves againſt the Supreme * Can 
they cricounter with the fury of the Almighty, the 
apprehenſions of which the Soul of Chrift hea- 

unto Death Have they patience to bear that 
forever, which was to Chriſt, who had the ſtren 
of the Deity to ſupport him, intolerable for a 
hours If it were ſo with the green Tree, what will 
become of the dry, when expoſed to the fiery Tryal ? 
If he that was Holy and Innocent ſuffered ſo dread- 
fully, what muſt they expe, wh6 add impenitency 1 
to their guilt, ahg live inthe buld commiſſion of Sin, 
without refleion and remorſe 2 What prodigious 
Madneſs is it to drink iniquity like water, as a harm- 
leſs thing, when tis a poiſon ſo deadly, that the 
leaſt drop of it brings certain ruine * What deſpe- 
rate Folly,to have ſlight apprehenſions of that, which 
is attended with the firſt and ſecond Death ? Nothing 
but unreaſonable-Infidelity and Inconfideration can 
make men yenturous to-provoke the living God, who 
is infinitely ſenſible of their Sins, and who both can 
and will puniſh them by Torments extreme and 
eternal, 

2. Theſtritneſs of Divine Juſtice ars, that /_ 
required Satisfaction equivalent to the deſert of fin. 
The natural Notion of the Deity, as the Govemour © 
of the World, inſtructed the Heathens, That the tranſ- 
greſſion of his Laws was worthy of Death. This proves 
Tat the obligation to punithment, doth not ariſe 
from the mere will of God, which is only diſcover- 
cd by Revelation, but is founded in the nature of 


thinzs.anJ by its own light is manifeſted to reaſona- 


ble creatures, Frcm hence they inferred, That it was 
nut becoming the Divine nature,as qualified with the 
relation of Supreme Ruler, to pardon Sin without 


Satiſ- : | 


| - Satisfaction. This appears by the Sacrifices and 
FF Ceremonies, the Religions and Expiations which 
'were performed by the moſt ignorant Nations, And 
alchough they infinitely abuſed themſelves in thecon- 
ceit they had of their pretended efficacy and vertue 
yet the univerſal conſent of Mankind in the belief | 
that Satisfaction was neceſſary, declares it to. be 

- true. This, as other natural Dodtrines, is more 
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fully revealed by Scripture. Under the Law without Heb. 9.22. 


' ſbrdding of blood there was no remiſfion, not that com- 
mon Blood could make Satisfattion for Sin, bur 
God commanded there ſhould be a viſible mark of its 
_ neceſſity, in the Worſhip offer'd to him, and a pre- 
| figuration that it ſhould be accompliſht by a Sacrifice 

- eternally efficacious. 

And the Oeconomy of our Salvation clearly proves, 
that to preſerve the honour of Gods Government, Sin 
muſt be puniſht, that Sinners might be pardoned. 
For nothing was more repugnant to the Will of God 
_ © abſolutely conſidered, than the Death of his Beloved 
Son, and the natural Will of Chriſt was averſe from 
it. What then moved that Infinite Wiſdome,which 
wills nothing but what is perfetly reaſonable, to 
ordain that event? Why Fould it take ſo great a 
circuit, if the way was. ſo ſhort, that by pure 
Favour, ' without SatisfaRtion, Sin might have = 
__ © Our Saviour declares the neceſſity of 

is ſuffering Death, ſupp ing the merciful Will of 
his Father'to ſave us, Th e ſaith, That as Moſes 
| = wp the may mas in the wilderneſs, even ſo muſt the 

on of man be lifted up, that whoſoever believes in him 
ſhould not periſh. *Tis true, Since God had foretold 
and prefigured his Death by the oracles and actions 
under the Law, it neceſſarily came to paſs. But 
to 


» 


e 4 * : p ; 2 
of the Divine '#ttributes, 


to confider hi exactly, the uncharigeable ut 4 
of Types and Prophefies is not the primitive and 
mtin reaſon of the neceffiry of things, but only a : 


'of "the certainty of the event, Inſtrianels, 8 
do not arrive becauſe of their prediction, but 
are 1d becauſe they ſhall arrive. It is apparent We 


there was a Divine Decree before the Prophelies, * 


and that in the Light of God's Infinite. Knowledg 


things are, before they were foretold. ' So "tis. nor q $ 
ſaid a Man muſt be of a raddy cotaplexion, becauſe WF - 


his Pi&ure is fo, but on the contrary, becauſe he is * 
ruddy, his Pi&ture muſt be fo. That Chriſt by dy-"? 


ing on the Croſs ſhoukt Redeem Man, was the -rea- i 


fon. that the Serpent of brafs was erected on a pole 
to heal the Iſ-aelites,and not on the contrary. Briefly, 


the Apotc foppſes tis necſity of Satifation, r 


as an evident 


ſtates to be le 'of Salvation : Becauſe there © 2 
remains no more crifice fir fin For the conſequence "IF. 


were of no force, if 
Sacrifice, char is, without SatisfaRion. 


3." This account of Chrifts Death takes off the * 
s the offence into 
admiration. 'Twas foretold of Chriſt, het he. ſhould © 
be a Stone of flumbling, ani a Rock of offence ,, nota 


ſcandal of the Crofs, and 


juſt caufe, but an occaſion of offence to the corrupt 


hearts of Men, and princips y for his Sufferings. _ 
tet 


The Tews were pleafed with the titles; of honour 
given to the , thar he ſhould be a King,Power- 
ful and Glorious: But that poverty, difgrace and the 
fuffering Death ſhould be his cheraQter, they could 
not endore : therefore they endeavoured to -prevert 


might be pardoned without n þ 


ciple, when he proves wilful Apo- "i 


rhefenfe of the Prophets, His Diſciples who-at- Þ 


rended hin-in his tnean ſtate, expected thoſe Tad ap- 


pearances *; 
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a Curſe. To thoſe who look on the cis mos 
iſt with the eyes of carnal wiſdom, and 7 
xe Laws of corrupt reaſon, it mund;, ot di 
acſs, and moſt unworthy of God* bur ==" X 
it un its 
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Gal.6,14-+ 


Mice6.6,7- 


"et matt Digi: Aeris; " 
jxthe.goly foundation of the l-chat unites all 
its parts, andſupports the whole | 
cauſe of our eouſteſs apd. Peace; of our Re- 
demption--and Reconciliation." - How blaſſed an ex- 
charjge havethe Merits of his Sufferings made _ 
thoſe of our Sins? Life inſtead of Death, Gloxy 
Shame, and Happineſs for Miſery. For this _—_ 
the i bro ny __ m_ © 's.- 

oung'o boaſting ftrrumpn, w IS 
at acauſe of Ged forbid that I ſhould 
Glhoty ſave in-tht Croſs of thrift, Herejects with ex- * 
treme deteſtation the mention of any other - | 
as'the cauſe of his Happineſs, and matter of his Glo- - 
ry. The Croſs was a treeof Death-to Chriſt, and 
of Life to us. The ſupreme Wiſdom'is Jultified of 


its. Children. 


4- The Satisfaftionof Divine Juſtice by he Suf- 
ferings of Chriſt, affords the aſſurance to 
Man, -who 1s a.guilty and ſuſpicious creature; that 
Gpd is:moſt reaily to pardon fin, w__— is the nd- 


tural: Conſcience when. opened- lk == 


wy fol 
ſrc will the TE 


ji with ten thouſand : —ouy LA _ rat; .give 

u for my tran{greſſien, Tm} Bod #he 

Ang ol 8: TheScripture Glen cur: 4 
um 


ab 


_—_ Ld 


in the Contrivamce of Murs Rulbngphths 


ſam'd their Children to render their 1dols Ervour- 
able to them. But all theſe means were ineffecual : 
MET ol CeuinMe o 'were © jy com. 
ay, (#) explating their 0 » com- 
Ne I and were ſo far from appeaſi 
that they inflamed the Wrath of God, b cruet 
oblations. But in the Goſpel there is the moſt ra- 
tional and caſy way pr Meu for the SatisfaQL 
on'of Ayr wy che : fication F Man, inch 59 
s of F atth ſpeaketh on this wiſe,S ay not in a 

Wh ſhall of ue, into Heaven ? Verb to bring "town 
Chritt from above) Or who ſhall deſcend into 60 & 
(that is to bring up Chrift again from the deal ) Bike {4 
thou wilt co f. with the "oy h the Lord ry 

ſhalt this} thy heart that Cod hath raiſed infos 
yo dead, tho ſhalt be ſaved. The Apoſtle fets 
Oneny of an pony i erue heis ata Frys to 

out a way to c 
areon the eos of of Earth, or ona ont the 
Waters, are within our view, and may be 
but thoſe that are above our Under 
cover, or Power to obtain, are conecally Hog © 
tobe in the Heavens ye, or 'the D [5 Lo 
- applied here to, the bk 'of 
y the Law br, Ag Goſpel. 

pungPs Life, upon an inpo ap mln: "but he 
Goſpel dearly reveals" to Chriſt hath per- : 
formed Md what 'neceſfary Fong Juſtification, -and 
 thatbya Jively and'praiZical Faith we hall have ar 

Intereſt in it, © The fort Jeſus bar the Pp hath 
gy fen us 4 convincing proof, tha Py x 31a 

r-our Sins is perfect: Foe cope He 


been received int * 
bender er hextrfet TOs 23 6 SE bo 


19+ 


a I» e by 
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The Hermony of che Divine Attributes 
deny the value of his Ri and the truth 
of his "Aſcenſion. And ſay not who ſball deſcend into 
che deep, to bear the Tormenes of Hell, and 
Sin, this is to deny the vertue of his Death, 
by he appeaſed God, and redeemed us from the 
wrath to come. Inthe Law the condemn Righ- 

Fe 


teouſnefs of God is made viſible, in the 

| orugrpoay is revealed, from Faith to 
this is an infallible proof of its diviws _ 

deſcent. For whereas all other Religions either ' 

pifie Conſcience, and harden it in cer»a/ Secu- 

rity, or terrific it by continual Alarms of Venge- 

ance ; the Goſpel alone hath diſcovered how God 


* may ſhew Mercy to ting Sinners without in- 


Jury to his Juſtice. Heathens robb'd one Attri- 
bute to enrich another : either they conceived God 
to be ind to their Sins, and eafie to pardon, 
to the prejudice of his Juſtice ; or cruel and reveng- 
ful, to the diſhonour of his Goodneſs : Bur Chriks- 
ans are inſtruted how theſe are wonderfully recon- 
ciled and magnified in our Redemption. From hence 
there isa divine calm in the Conſcience, and that 
Peace which paſſeth —— The Soul is not 
- only freed from the Fear of Gods anger, but hath 
a livel in rn Favour and Love. This is ex- 
preſt b Apoſtle, when he reckons among che 


Heb, 12+ 23» Priviledges of Believers, That they are come to God 


the F, all, and to Feſus the Mediator of the New- 
C alt hw? to the of of” rinkling ths ſpeaks 
better things than the blood of Abel. The a 

henfion of God as the Judg of the world, ſtrikes the 
guilty with fear and terrour ; but as He is ſweet- 
ned. by the Mediator, we may approach to Him 
with confidence, For what Sins are —_— 


in the Contrivance of Max's R Fa 
ſo entire a SatisfaRtion doth not. 


2 What 


Torments can they deſerve, which his wounds and 
ſtripes have not removed © God is Juſt av well as 


Mecoifal in 5 


ing thoſe who believe in Feſwe. 


'Tis not the ty of Sins, but of Sinners that 


them from Pardn. + Chriſt is the golden 


Alter in Heaven for penitent Believers to flie to, 
from whence God will never pluck any one to de-- 
ſroy him. | 

5. From hence we may learn, how abſolute a ne- 
* eeffity there is for our coming to Chriſt for Juſti- 


fication. 


. There are but £wo. waies of appearing before the 


Righteous and Supreme J 
I In Innocence af C6 Obedience, or by 


the Ri 
Law, 


aſneſs of Chriſt: The one is by the . 


e other by Grace, And theſe two can ne- 


ver be compounded, for he that pleads Innocence, 
in that diſclaims Favour , and he that ſues for Fa- 
vour, acknowledges Guilt. Now the firſt cannot be 
rmed by us. For entire Obedience to the Law 
ſes the integrity of ournatures, there being a 


«/ impoſſibility that the Faculties once cor- 


rupted ſhould a&t y: But Man is ſtain'd with 


Original Sin from hi 
Law runs univerſally, Curſed i every one that 


Conception. And the torm 


obeys not in all things which are written in the Book 
the Law to de them. In theſe Scales one evil wo 


preponderates a thowſend good. If a Man were guil- 
ty but ana a ears entire Obedience atter- 
wards could not ſave him ; for that being alwaies due 


to the Law, the payment of it cannot difcount for 
the former Debt. So that we cannot in any de- 
gree be juſtified by the Law, for there is no middle 


berween | 


zor 


al. 3-10, 


Phil. 3-9. 


Joh. 3.16+ 


Divine Attribates; - 


PER am it. He 
ins Covenant, ue 


urn mag: 


claim.toany benefit by it, 


Briefly, the; Law Juſtifes only the Perfect, and 
condemns without. diſtinQion all that are 
So that to pretend Juſtification by the works of it, is 
as unzeaſonable, as for a man to produce in Court 
the Bond which obliges him to his Creditor, in teſti- 
mony that he ows him nothing. Whoever preſurnes 
to appear before God's t-Seat in his own 
righteouſneſs, ſhall be covered with contuſion. ; 

2. By the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, This alone ab- 
ſolves "in the Guilt of fin, ſaves from Hell, and can 
endurethe trial of God's Tribunal. This the Apo- 
ſtle prized as his unvaluable treaſure, in nw x va 
of which, all other things are but droſs Says 
that I may be found in him; not having mine own 
teouſneſs, which is of the Law, but that which is through 
the Faith of Ghk the Righteouſneſs which is of God 
by Faith, That, which. he ordained, and re- 
warded in the Perſon of our Redeemer, he cannot 
but_ accept. Now this Righteouſneſs is meritori- 
ouſly imputed only to Believers. For depending ſole- 
1y upon the Willof God as to its being and effedts, 
it cannot poſſibly be reckoned roany wy rert eter 
and advan aHes but in that way which he bath ap- 

The Lord Chriſt who made. Satisfa&ion, 


pointed. 
oli wh that the benefit of itis communicated only" 
ED IRS SEO 
eliewes' 

uwkm, ſpould not periſp. ' As all fins aremortat in re- 
of their guilt; but death is not actually inflicted 
——_ upon the account ofthe Gractiof the'New- 
Covenant : 7 all fins arevenial in\xeſpeRt'ofirhe Sa; 
R tisfaction 


ORRPSne"> ENT 7 "OR " 
a5 "= * 
aA . ” PF 


Chriſt; but they are ulwally 
e performing ofthe condition to 
he Since toakebamificn And this is not-an 


- 


a ceſtzained to the underſtanding, 1but principall 

: reſpeRs the will, by which we accept or refuſe Sal- 

vation, ; The nature of it-is beſt by « rr 
Joh-1-12. 


cure- phraſe, the receiving Chritt, 
terms; ppon whialy God: offers Lim in Gb os 


be our Prixce and Saviour, The'ſtate of favour: be- 
upon ourconſent to the-New Covenant. And 
on reaſonable is the condition it. requires © how 
impoſſible is it to be-otherwiſe * Godiis reconcilea- 
ble by the Death,of Chriſt, ſo that he ;may exerciſe 

without injury. tO his Juſticeand Holineſs: He 
is. willi > of I, ny Ina v9 
ty with Men, but cannot be actually reconciled till 
——*" t of them : for reconcilement. is between 
Though Gd upon the account! of Chriſt! is 


ths 


Th 


condeſcended.{o far as to offer-conditions of peace 

to:Men, yet. they are reconciled at once. That Chriſt 

becomes an. effectual Mediator, there -muft be the 

confent of both parties. AsGod hath declared his 

by. aying the puniſhment of our fins on Chriſt 5 ſo 

hot yes. his, by to the Law of Faith, 

IIb the Goſpel is, to 

Heakfoacy of Mep, and reconcile-them 

,. and their! ha Ss: We are Ambaſſadours 

Chiiſt; and priyyinmin Chriſts ſtead,to be reconciled 2 Cor.5.20. 
ar Wa this difference, Chriſt furniſht the ; 
nou-7 a H2* meſſage of reconciliati- 


arc with difficulty wroughr-on; t6 - 
comply 


5 
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comply with the conditions of Pardon by Chrift, 
1. Upon the account of a Temperthat uni- 
verſally inclines them to ſeek for «+. 89-ay © 
own Works. This is moſt ſuitable to the Law,& light 
of nature ; for the tenour of the firſt Covenant was, 
Do and live. So that the way of Goſpel - Juſtificati- 
on, as 'tis ſupernatural in its diſcovery, ſo in its con- 
ay to Mans Principles. Beſides, as Pr firſt 
aſpir'd to-make Man as God, fo it tempts him to 
ulurp the honour of Chriſt to be his own Saviour, 
He is unwilling to hone cnn he may drink of the 
Waters of Life. Till the Heart by the weight of 
its guilt is broken in pieces, and looſes its former _ 
faſhonand Gigure.ic will not humbly comply with the 
offer of Salvation for the Merits of another. And 
'tisvery remarkable, that upon the firſt opening of 
the Goſpel, no Evangelical Dodrine was hore diſ- 
reliſht by the Jews, than Juſtification by imputed - 
Righteouſneſs. The Apolile gives this account of 
their oppoſition, that ber word God's Righ- 


teouſneſs, and going about to eſtabliſh their own Righteonſ. 
meſs - ſabmitred not to the Righteouſneſs f p_? 


They were prepoſleſt with this Principle, that Life 
was to be obtained by their works : becauſe the 
preſs condition of the Law was ſo. And miſtaking 
the end of its Inſtitution by Moſes, they ſet the Law 
againſt the Promiſes. For ſince the Fall, the Law 
was given, not abſolutely to be a Covenant of 'Life, - 
but- with a to prepare Men for the Goſpel : 
that upon the their Guilt, and the Curſe, 
they might have recourſe to the Redeemer, and by 
Faith embrace that Satisfation he hath made for 
Exam 


them. - Chriſt is the end of the Law, 
tte Sami 


Rom-10+«4. # ſs, fo every one that believeth, From 
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of the Jews we may ſee how Men are naturally - 


affeted.” And 'tis worthy of obſervation, that the 
reformation of Religion took its riſe by the Cane 
controverfie with the Papiſts, by which the Goſpel 

was firſt introduced into the World, For beſides 
- innumerable abuſes crept into the Church, the Pco- 
ple were perſwaded that;by purchaſing Indulgences, 
they ſhould be ſaved from the Wrath of God. And 
when this darkneſs covered the face of the Earth, 
the zeal of the firſt Reformers broke forth; who,to un- 
deceive the world, clearly demonſtrated from Scrip- 
tures, that Juſtification is alone obtained by a live- 
ly and purifying Faith in the Blood of Chriſt, A 
ſtrong roof that the ſame Goſpel which was firſt 
revea ed by the Apoſtles, was revived by thoſe ex- 
cellent Men ; and the ſame Church which was firſt 
built by the Apoſtles, was raiſed out of its ruines by 
th 


em. | 
. Now the Goſpel;to eradicate this diſpoſition which 
is ſo natural and ſtrong in faln Man, is in nothing 
more clear andexpreſs, than in declaring that by the 


305 


deeds of the Law there ſball no fleſh be juitified in Gods Rom. 3.10. 


feht. The Apoſtle aſſerts without diſtin&tion, that 
by the Works of the Lew Futtification cannot be oil 

whether they proceed from the power of Nature, or 
the Grace of the Spirit. ®For he argues againſt the 
merit of Works to Juſtification, not againſt the 


fnogee from whence they proceed. And where g,,,. ... 
moſt 


affectionately declares his eſteem of Chriſt, 
and his Righteouſneſs, as the ſole meritorious cauſe 
of his Juſtification, he expreſly rejects his own Righ- 


06" Gal.3. 11, 


teouſneſs, which is of the Law. By his own Righte- Phil-3-9. 


ouſneſs, he gates fo all the works of the renew- 
ed, as well as natural ſtate, "o_ they are performed 
, | r "by 
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" The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 
by Man, and are as of Obedience to the Law, 
which commands perfe&t Love ro God. Theſe are 
withering leaves that cannot conceal our ſhame, 
when we appear before God in Judgment. Not 
but that good works are moſt pleaſing to him, bur 
not for this end,to expiate Sin, We muſt diſtinguiſh 
between their ſubſtance, and the quality that er- 
rour giveth them. The opinion of merit changes 
their nature, and turns Gold into Droſs, And ifour 
real Righteouſneſs, how exa®t ſoever, cannot abſolye 
us from the leaſt guilt, much lefs can the perfor- 
mance of ſome external ations, though ſpecious in 
appearance, yet not commanded by God, and that 
have no woral value. All the Diſciplines and Sevye- 
rities, whereby men think to make Satisfaction to 
the Law, are like a Crown of Straw, that diſhonours 
the Head inſtead of adoring it. But that Righteouſ- 
neſs which was acquired by the Meritorious Suffer. 
ings of Chriſt, and is embraced by Faith, is alſuffi- 
cient for our Juſtification, This is as pure as Inno- 
cence, to all theeffeRts of Pardon and Reconciliati- 
on ; this alone ſecures us from the charge of the Law, 
and ghe chalenge of Juſtice, Being clothed with 
rchis, we may enter Heaven, and converſe with the 
as ſociety of Angels without bluſhing. The 

aints who now reign in Glory, were not Men who 
lived in the perfe&ion of Holineſs here below, but 
Repenting, Believing Sinners, who are waſhed white 
in the Blood of the Lamb. 

2. The moſt univerſal hinderance of Mens com- 
plying with the conditions of Pardon by Chriſt, is, 
the inant love of ſome Luſt, Although 
Mery would entertain him as a Saviour to redeem 
them from Hell, yet chey reje& him as their Lord. 

| Thoſe 
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Thoſe in the Parable who ſaid, We will nxt have Luk, 19.14 


this. Man to reign over #s, expreſt the inward ſenſe 


and filent mo of all car»4l Men, Many would 
depend on his Sacrifice, yet will not ſubmit to his 
Scepter z they would have Chriſt to pacifie their 
Conſciences,and the world to pleaſe theirAﬀections, 
Thus they divide between the Offices of Chriſt, his 
Prieſtly and his Regal. They would have Chriſt to 
die for them, but not to live in them, They divide 
the acts of the ſame Office : they lean on his Croſs 
to ſupport them from falling to Hell, but Crucifie 
not one Luſt on it. They are deſirous he ſhould re- 
concile them to God by his Sacrifice, but not to 


bleſs them, i» turning them from their Iniquities, And aq. 3-26. 


thus in effe& they abſolutely refuſe him, and render 
his Death unavailable, For the recgiving of Chriſt 
mn. wr in _ Offices, in. Cy 
requilite to partake 0 Benefits of his 
Carings, The Refigning up of our ſelves to him 
as our Prince, is as ary an a& of juſtifying 
Faith, as the Apprehending the Crucified Saviour. 
So that in every real Chriſtian, Faith is the Principle 
of, Obedience and Peace, and is as inſeparable from 
Holineſs as from Salvation. ; 

To conclude this Argument: From hence we may 
ſee; How deſperate the ſtate is of ;mpenitent Unbe- 
lievers They are cut off from any claim to the 
' Benefits of Chriſts Death. The Law of Faith, like 

| thatof the Medes and Perſians, is unalterable, | He 
that believeth not the Son, ſhall nit ſee life, Chiiſt 

died not to expiate final Infidelity. This is the 
mortal Sin, that aiFually damns, It charges all their 
ilt upon Sinners: It renders the Sufferings of 

Chriſt fruitleſs and ineffectual to them, For *tis 
| Rr 2 not 


zo$ 


Rev.4- 3+ 


Mark 9. 49- 
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* not the Preparation of a Sovereign Remedy that cures | 


the Diſeaſe, bur the applying it. As our Sins were 
imputed to him, upon the accountof his Union with 
us in nature, and his conſent to- be our Surety; ſo 
his Righteouſneſs is meritoriouſly imputed to us, u 

on our Union- with him by a lively Faith, The 
man that lookt on the Rainbow, when he was ready 
to bedrown'd, what relief was it to*him; that God 
had promiſed net to drown the world, when he muſt 
periſh in the waters * So though Chriſt hath pur- 
chaſed Pardon for _ Believers, and a Rain- 
bow encompaſies the Throne of God, the fign of Recon- 
ciliation, what advantage is this to the Unbeliever, 
who dies in his Sins and drops into the Lake of Fires 
'Tis not from any defe& of Mercy in God, or Righ- 
teouſneſs in Chriſt, but for the obſtinate refuſal of 
:t, that men certainly periſh, This inhafices their 
Guilt and Miſery. All the rich expence of Grace . 
for their. _ ſhall be charged upon them. 
The Blood of Chriſt ſhall not be imputed' for their 
Ranſom, but for their deeper Damnation : and in- 
ſtead of ſpeaking better things than the Blood of Abel, 
ſhall call louder for Vengeance againſt them than 
that innocent ' blood which reacht Heaven with its 
yoice againſt the Murderer. - Briefly, whom ſo pre- 
cious a-Sacrifice doth i not redeem, they are reſeryed 
entire victims, whole burntOfferings to Divine Ju- 
ſtice. Every impenitent Unbeliever ſhall be ſa/ted 
with fire. 
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CHAP. XVI, 


Of all the Divine Perfeitions. Holineſs i peculiarly ad- 
mirable. The honour of it u ſecured in owr Redemp 
tion, In the bitter Sufferings of Chriſt God de- 
clared Himſel{ unappeaſable to Sin, though appeaſe- 
able to Sinners, The Privil:ages Pinch fed "by 
Chriſt, are conveighed upon terms ; «rable to Hee 
lineſs, Pardon of Sin, Adoption, the Inheritance 
of Glory are annex:d to ſpecial Dualifications in thoſe 
who recere them, The Redecmer i made 4 quick- 
ening Principle to inſpire us with new Life, In or- 
der to our Sandtification He hath given us the 

erfect Rule of Holipeſs, He exh/lired 4 compleat 

attern of it, He purchas'd and conveyes the Spi- 
rit of Holineſs tows, He preſents the ſtrongeſt Mo- 
tives to perſwade us to be holy, The perfect Laws of 
Chriſt are conſidered, as they enjoin an abſolute ſepa- 
ration from all Evil, and command the pradtice of all' 

* ſubſtantial Goodneſs. Some particular Precepts, 
which the Goſpel efpecially enforces with the Reaſons 


of them are conſidered... 


'O} all the Perfe&ions of the Deity, none is 
more worthy of his Nature, and fo peculiarly 
_ admirable as his Infinite Purity. _ 'Tis. the molt 
ſhining A#tribute that derives a luſtre to all the reſt : 
He « glorious in Holineſs, Wiſdom degenerates into: 
Craft, Power into Tyranny, Mercy loſes its nature 
without Holineſs. He ſwears by it as his Supreme 
Excellency... Once have I ſworn. by my Holineſs, 1PRl8g.35- - 


Wi 


Exod.15.15 


Iſa. 6+3» 

Rev.4.8., 
Pſal. 147. 
10,11. 


The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 
will not lie unto David. *Tis the moſt venerable At- 
tribute, in the Praiſe whereof the Harmony of Hea- 


ven agrees. The Angels and Saints above are re- 
preſented, expreſling their extefy and raviſhment at 
the beau 


of Holineſs. Holy, Holy, Holy « the 
Lord of Hoſts, the whole Earth « fol of his Glory, 

This He only loves and values in the Creature, being 
the Impreflion of his moſt Divine and amiable 
Perfeftion. Inferiour Creatures * have a xeſem- 

blance of other Divine Attributes: The Winds and 
Thunder ſet forth God's Power, the firmneſs of the 
Rocks, and the incorruptibility of the Heavens are 
an obſcure repreſentation of his Unchaggeableneſs , 
but Holineſs, that is the moſt Orient-Pearl in the 
Crown of Heaven, only ſhines in the reaſonable. 
Creature. Upon this account Man only is ſaid to be 

formed after his Image. And in Men there are 

ſome appearances of the Deity, that do not entitle 

to his ſpecial Love. In Princes there is a ſhadow of 
his Sovereignty, .yet they may be the objects of his 

diſpleaſure, but a likeneſs toGod in Holineſs atrats 

his Eyeand Heart, and infinitely endears the Crea- 

ture to him, Now this Attribute is in a ſpecial man- 

ner provokt by Mans fin, and we are reſtored to the 

favour and friendſhip of God, in ſach a manner, as 

my preſerve the Honour of it intire and inviola- 

ble. 

This will fully appear by conſidering what our 
Redeemer ſuffered for the purchaſing our Pardon, 
and the terms upon which the precious Benefits of 
his Death fre conveicd to us, and what he hath 
done to reſtore our loſt Holineſs, that we may be 
qualified for the enjoymeat of God, 

I. God's Infinite Purity is declared in his Juſtice, 

in 


FI why ©» 
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in that He would not pardon Sin but upon ſuch terms 
as might fully demonſtrate how odious 'twas to him, 
What inflam'd. the Wrath of God againſt his Belo- 
ved Son, whom by a voice from Heaven he dechred 


' tobe the obje@& of his delight 2 What made Him in- 


exorable to his Prayers and Tears, when He folli- 
cited the Divine Power and Love, the Attributes 
that relieve the miſerable, crying, 4a, Father, all 
things are poſſible to thee, let thu Cup paſs from me * 
What him ſuſpend all comforting Influences , 
and-by a dreadful Deſertion aftiit him when he was 
environ'd with Sorrows * *Tis Sin only that cauſed 
this _ a qe—_—— yot —_ ( icrrt maya 
was cnt off but not imſelf, ) but td by his 
voluntary ae x4 No Gud loved the 


World, and ſo hated Sin, that He gave his Son to- 


e our Pardon. by Sufferings. When his 
Compaſſions to Man were at the higheſt, yer then. 
his «xtipathy againſt Sin was ſo ſtrong, that no leſs 
Sacrifice could reconcile Him tous. Thus God de- 
cared himſelf to be unappeaſable to Sin, thought 
not to Sinners.. FIG 

2. The Privil that are purchaſed” by our: 
Redeemers Sufferings, are diſpenſt upon CE__ 
which are honourable to Gods Holineſs. I will in- 


: ſtance in the 2hree great Benefits of the Evangelical” 


Covenant. The Pardon of Sin, Adoption into- 
God's Family, and the Inheritance of Glory. All 


- which are conditional, and annext to ſpecial Quali- 


fications in the perſons whothave a title to them, 

I. The Death of Chriſt is beneficial to Pardon 
and Life, only to thoſe who: repent and believe. 
The Holy will by no means ſpare the guilty, 
that is, declare the guilty innocent, or. forgive an» 

incapable. 
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incapable ſubjzet, All the Promiſes of Grace and 
Mercy are with reſpe&t to Repentance from dead 
works, and toa lively Faith. The | Son of God « 
madg a Prince and a Saviour, to give Repentance and 
Remiſſion of Sins, And the Apoſtle-teils us, That 
being _ juſtified by Faith, we have peace with God, 
throwh our Lord Feſws Chriſt, * The firſt includes a 
cordial grief for Sins paſt, and ſincere effeual Re- 
ſolutions to. forſake them ; and hath a neceſſary 
conjunction with Pardon,as by vertue of the Divine 
Command, ſo from a condecency and fitneſs with 
reſpec to God the giver of Pardon, and to the qua- 
lity of the Bleſling it ſelf, The other Qualificati-- 
cn is Faith, ro which Juſtification is in a- ſpecial 
manner attributed, not in reſpe& of Efficiency or 
Merit, for the Mercy of God upon the account of 
Chriſts Satisfation is the ſole Cauſe of our Par- 
don; but asa moral inſtrument, that is the Condi- 
tion upon which God abſolves Man from his guilt. 
And-.this Grace of Faith as it reſpects entire Chriſt 
in all his Offices, ſo it contains the Seed and firft Life 
of Evangelical Obedience, It crucifies our Luſts, 
overcomes the World, works by Love, as well as 
juſtifies the perſon by relying on the Merits of Chriſt 
for Salvation. 

2 Adoption into Gods Family ( the purchaſe 
of Chriſt's Meritorious Sufferings, who Redecm-. 
ed us from the Servitude of Sin and Death) is 
conferr'd upon us in Regeneration, . For this 
Prerogative conſiſts not meerly in an Extrinfick 
Relat.on to God , and a title to the Eternal In- 
heritance z, but in our participation of the Divine 
Nature, whereby we are the living Images of Gods 
Holineſs. Civil Adoption gives the title, but not 
the 
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the reality of a Son , 'But the Divine is effictcious, 
and changes us into the real likeneſs of our Heayen- 
ly Father. We cannot enter into this ſtate of Fa- 
vour, bur upon our cleanſing from all Impuritfs 
Be ſeparate from the pollutions of the profane worh 
I will receive yous and will be a Father unto" youlffand + 
ye ſball be my Sons and Daughters, ſaith the Lord "Ab 

mighty. Theſe are the indiſpenſable terms upon 
which we are received into that honourable Alliance. 


* None can enjoy the Priviledge, but thoſe that yield 


the Obedience of Children. 

3. Holineſs is the Conditionon which our future 
Bleſſedneſs depends, EleQing Mercy doth not pro- 
duce our Glorification immediately, but begins in 
our Vocation and Juſtification, which are the inter- 
mediate Links in the Chain of Salvation, As Na- 
tara] Cauſes work on a diſtant objed?, by paſſing 
through the median. God firlt gives Grace, then ,.. , 
Ghry. - The everlaſting Coveriant that's ſcaled by O40 
the Blood of Chriſt, eſtabliſhes the connexion be- 
tween them. Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for they Mat-5.8. 
ſhall ſee God. The excluſion of all others is per- 
-m ru] and univerſal: Without Holineſs no Mas 
ſhall ſee the Lord, The Righteouſneſs of the Kingdom 14.4.2) 14. 
is the only way of entring into it. A few good 4&tions 
ſcattered in our lives, are not availeable, but a 
courſe of Obedience brings 'to Happineſs, Thoſe Rom-2- 7+ 
who by patient continuance in well-doing, feek for Glory, 


: and Honoup, and Immortality, ſball inherit exernal life. 


This is not Mow ariel - opp Broey 
grounded on unchange pect*o ings. 
There is a rational convenience between Holineſs he 
Happineſs, according to the Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
of God, and *tis expreſt in FEE ale 

ST” relation 
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relatiop of the Seed to the Harveſt, both as to the 
quality and meaſure, What a man ſows that ſpall he 
reap, We maſt be like God in RY we can 
be in {clicity, Indeed,'twould be a diſparagement to 
Gods Holineſs, and pollute Heaven it ſelf; to res 


*ceiveunſantified Perſons as inapure as thoſe in Hell, 


Tis £qually impoſſible for the Creature tobe ha 
_ "44 favour of the Huly God, and for F22/ 
to communicate His favour to the finful Creature, - 
Briefly, according to the Low of Faith, no wicked- 
Perſon hath any 5 to the Satisfation Chriſt 
made, nor to the Inheritance he purchaſed for Be- 
lievers, 6 


. Man in bis corrupt ſtate is depaived of Spiritual 


Life, fo that till he is revived by ſpecial Grace, he. 


can neither obey nor enjoy God. Now the Redeemer - 
_l made a quickning Principle to infpire us with new: 


©, 
In order to our SanGilication he. hath dong four. 


things. | 

Fork, He hath given to vs the moſt perfe& Lays 
as the Rule of Holieſs, | | 

Secondly, He exhibited the moſt camplear_Patern 
of Holineſs in his Life upon the Earth. 

Thicdh, He purchaſ'd and canveyes the Spirit: of 
Holineſs, to renew, and to enable us for the per- 
formance of our DNuties. 

Fourthly, He bath preſented the ſtr induce- 
ments and matives to perſwade us to be Haly. 

| Fir#, He hath given to Men the molt perfe&t 
Laws as the rule of Holineſs. The principal parts 
' from euih,and the doing welt, 

of refer to the purifying 


Now the Commands 


of us from fin, and the adorning us with all Graces 


for 
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for the diſcharge jrhs pd ma _ 

1. They enjoyn a abſolute leparation, Fm , <. .; 
all flthine, f the Fleſb and Spirit. The outward _ wy 
inward Man muſt be cleanſed not only from. Pollu+ 
tions of a deeper dy, but from all Carnality and; 

Hy ille. The Grate of God that brings Salvation? Tit.1 1-12 
hath appeared to all Men, teaching them to deny ungo 
lin:ſs, and worldly Luffs. All thoſe irregular and 
impetuous deſires which are raiſed by worldly Ob- 
jects, Honours, Riches, and Pleaſures, and reign 1Jok-2-16. 
in worldly Men, Pride, Covyetouſneſs and Volup- 
tuouſneſs. The Goſpel is moſt clear, full; ari& v& 
hement, for the true and inward Motrtification of 
the whole body of corruption, of every particular 
darling fin. It commands us 7o pluck out the right eye, Mat.s. 
and to cut. off the right hand : That is,to part with cve- 
ry grateful and gainful- laſt, It obliges us to cry#ct- Gal.s, 2411. 
E the F l(b, with the affeitions and lifts, Humane 
Laws regard External actions as prejudicial t6 Soci- 
etics : but thoughts and reſolutions that break ror 
forth intoaR, are not within the Juriſdiftion of the 
Magiſtrate. But the Law of Chriſt reforms the po- 
wers of the Soul, and all the moſt ſecret and irtward 
motions that deperid upon them, It forbids the firſt 
irregular defires of the carnal appetite, We niuſt 
hate fin in all its degrees, ſtrangle itin che birth, 
deſtroy it in the conception. We are enjoynet to fly 
the appearances and acceſſes of evil ; what ever is 
| of « ffpitiouenamace, and not fully confiſtent with 
the purity of the Goſpel, and whatever invites to 
ſin and expoſes us to the power of it, becomes vici- 
ous and muſt be avoided, That glorious purity, that 
ſhall adorn-che Church when our Redeemer preſents 
it without ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, every Epheſ.5-27. 
| Sſ 2 Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian muſt aſpire to in this Life. In ſhort, rhe 


I Pet.re15; Goſpel commands us #0 be Holy as God i Holy, who 


Phil.4 


.8. 


is infinitely diſtantfrom the leaſt conceivable pollu- 
tion, S” 

2+ The Precepts of Chriſt contain all ſolid ſub- 
ſtantial goodneſs, that is eſſentially neceſſary in 


* order to our ſupreme Happineſs, and prepares us 


for the Life of Heaven. In his Sermon on the Mount, 
He commends to us Humility, Meekneſs, and Mer- 
cy, Peaceableneſs and Patience, and doing good for 
evil, which are ſo many beams of Gods Image, the 
reflections of. his A intelligent Crea- 
tures. And that comprehenſive precept ofthe Apo- |; 
ſtle deſcribes the Duties of all Chriſtians : whatever © 
things are true; Truth is the principal charaQer ofour * 

proteſſign, and is to be expreſt in our Words and 
Actions : whatſoever things-are honeſt, or venerable, 


 thatis anſwer the dignity of -our High-calling, and. 


agree with the gravity and comelineſs of the Chriſti- 
an profeſſion: whatſoever things are juſt according to 
Divine and Humane Laws : whatſoever things are 
pure, we muſt preſerve the Heart, the Hand, the 
Tongue, the Eye from-impurity , whatſoever things * 

are lovely and of good report, ſome Graces are amiable | 
and attraQiive in the view of Men, as caſineſs to par- 
don, a readineſs to oblige, compaſſion to the afflicted, 


' liberality to the neceſſitous, ſweerneſs of converſati- 


on without gall and bitterneſs: theſe are of univer- 
ſal eſteem with mankind, and ſoften the moſt ſavage 
tempers. If there be any Vertue, and if there be any 


* <.* Praiſe think on theſe things, And St. Peter excites 


Believers, to joyn totheir Faith, by which the GoCſ- 


* pel of Chriſt is embrac't, Intelletual and Moral 


veitues, without which tis but-a vain picture of 
Chriſtiani- 
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_ Chriſtianity, Add to your Faith. Vertue, andtoVer- 2 Pct. 1. 54 


tus Knowledge, and to Knowledge Temperance, and to 
Temperance Patience, and to Patience Godlineſs, and 
to Godlinef Brotherly kindneſs, and.to Brotherl, kinancſi 
Charity. He enforces the command, give all diligence 
that-theſe things abound in you; and ye ſhall neither 'be 
barren, nor unfru —_ the k Knowleage of Chriſt, Now 
theſe Graces purife and perfect, retine and ra ſe the 
humane nature,and withoura Command their Good- 
neſs is a ſtrong obligation. 

I will take a more- diſtin& view of the Precepts * 


- of Chriſt as they are ſet down in that excellent 
ement of * A by the Apoſtle. The Grace of Tit.2.11,12 


* God that bringeth $ alvation hath appeared to all Men, 
teaching us that- denying # neodlineſs ana worldly lufts, 
we ſouls live Soberly, bs. Righreouſy, and Godly in this: 
preſent world. 
Here is adiſtribution of our duties with reſpe&t- 
ſabe ſeveral Objects, our ſelves, others, and God. 
he firſt are regulated by Temperance, the ſecond: 
by Juſtice, the third by Godlineſs. And: from the- 
accompliſhment of theſe is formed that Holineſs 
without which no man ſhall ſee God. 
1. In reſpe& to-our ſelyes ; we mult live ſober- 
MF lay rags governs the ſenſual appetites and. 
ſanfified reaſon. The Goſpel allows 
rae ſober EY chaſt uſe of pleaſures, but abſolutely 
and ſeverely forbids all. exceſs in thoſe that are law- 
- ful, and abſtinence from. all that are unlawful, that 
ſtain & vilify the Soul, and alienate it from converſe, |, 
with God,. and morrifie its la to ſpiritual delights. fag# 
By ſenſual complacency Man firſt loſt his Innocence 
and Happineſs, and- till the fleſh is ſubdued to the 
ſpirit, he can never recover them, The carnal mind is 


enmity, 


» 
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2Pect. 2. 11. emmity- againſt God. Fleſbly lufts war ag ainlt the Sud. 
bam "bits /Nenyp Frm þ ge men 
| F') 4578 em, - 
tions. -In ſhort, the Law of Chriſt obliges us, as to 
deal with the body as an enemy, (that is diſpoſed to _ 
revolt ua the Spirit) by watching over all our 
ſenſes, leſt they ſhould —_ us to temptations, ſo 
to preſerve it as.a thing ed -to-God, from: . 
all impurity, that will render'it unworthy the ho- 
". nour of being the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, 

2. We are commanded t5 live Rightcouſly, in 
our relation to others. Juſtice is the ſupreme Vir- 
"tuc'of humane Life, that-renders to every one what ' 
is due. The Goſpel: gives Tales for Men ir» every 

requires. As- 


-Subjedts are com- _ 
Rom 13-1, . manded to obey all the- commands of Autho- | 
2. rity, and nt refit , and that npon the 
- motive wot onely. for Wrath, but for Gonſtience, 
1Pet. 2, 13- They muſt obey Man for Gods ſake, but never dif-- 
At. 5-29+ obey God for Mans ſake. - And Princes are obliged to 
Rom. 13. g. be a enconra fo good Works, and & terror to the © 


evil ; that rm aggenpnyy = may lexd « quiet © 

1Tim. 2-2. and apeaceable life, in a Godlinefi and Honeſty, It in- 
Epheſ. 5. Joynes- all. the reſpetive duties of Husbands. and-- 
Wives, Parents,. and Children, Maſters and Ser- 

vants, And that in all -contrats and commerce- 

1Theſi4:6. none defrands his Brother : accondingly in the efteem 
ad mats of Chaiftians, ahi hs, eve who ts more righ- 
are ng teous than others. Briefly, Chriſtian righteouſveke is 
not:to.be meaſured by the rigor of Laws, but by that 

rule- of unwerſal Equity delivered -by _ 

at- 


inthe Contricanc: of Man's Relemption. 
3. Weare inftrufted'by the Law of Chriſt-to live 


Godly, This part of our duty reſpe&s our appre- 
eos 2 bY affections and: Feed bowl ayer which 


muſt be ſatable ro his Glorious FRORINs. The: 
Y 


. Goſpel hath revealed them clearly to us, vis. the 
Unicy, Simplicity, Eternity and-Purity of the Di- 
vine Nature, that it ſubſiſts in three Perſons, the Fa- 


ther, Son, and Spirit, and his Wiſdom Power and- 
Goodneſs in the Work of. our Redemption. It 


requires that we pay the ſpecial Honour that is 


duc to God, in the eſteem and veneration of our: 


Minds, in the ſabjeRion of our Wills, in the af-- 
ſent of our AﬀeRtions to him as their proper object. 


That we have-an intire Paith in.his Word, .a firm. 


Hope in his Promifes, a Holy Jealouſie. for his Ho- 
nour, a Religious care in his Service, And that we 
$ qur reverence, love, and dependance on him 


in our Prayers and Praiſes. That our Worſhp of - 


Hun be in fucha manner, as becomes God who re- 
ceives it,and Man that preſents it, God is a pure - 
- wr emp Aon Sn there- - 

e '» him in Spirit aud Truth, And 
ee cy in bis fallen State cannot ch the 
Holy and Juft God without a Mediator, he is direct. 


ef by the Goſpel to addreſs himſelfto the Throxe of - 


cmbutgr agen ood arghus abr , who alone - 
- can reconcile our Perſons, and render our Services 
- #Eeceptable with his Father. . | 
Beſides che immediate ſervice of the Deity, God- 


lineſs includes the on and tendency of the- 
Soul to him in the whole converſation, £as g Con-:- 


2 


x, That our Obedience proceeds from love to . 
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God as its vital Principle. This muſt warm and ani- 

mate the external ation : this alone makes Obedi- 

ence as delightful to us, ſo pleaſing to God, He 

Exed.20.6. ſhews Mercy to thoſe who love him, and keep his Com- © 
. wandments, Faith works by Love, and enclines the 


Soul to obey with the ſame AﬀeRtion, that God en- __ 


joins the Precept. 

2. Tharall our Converſation be regulated by his 
Will as the Rule. He is our Father and Sovereign, 
and the reſpe&t to his Law gives to every action 
the formality of Obedience. Wemuſt chooſe our 
Duty becauſe he commands it. Whatſoever ye do in 
word, or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Feſus, that + 
is, for his command, and by his aſliſtance, 

3» That the Glory of God be the ſupreme End 
of all our Actions. This Qualification muſt adhere 
not oaly by nie {orgs bur b our natural 
and civil Aﬀtions, Our Light muſt ſo ſhine before men 

bis by yen , \ that they may ſee our phe - ara; je uh our F 6: 
ther which is in Heaven. Whether we eat or drink, or 
whatſoever we do, all muſt be done in a regular, and due 
Pn to the Glory of God, A general Deſignation 

2 Pet-4-11+ F this is abſolutely requiſite; and the renewing of 
our intentions Fall in matters of moment. For _ 
He being the ſo/e Author of. our Lives and Happi- 

1 Cor.6.19; neſs, we cannot without extream ingratitude dre 4 if- 

20, . obedience, neglect to glorifie Him in our Bodies and 
Spirits which are his. 

This Religious tendency of the Soul toGod, as 
the Supreme Lord and our utmoſt End, ſanctifies 
our Actions, and gives an excellency to them above 
what is inherent in their own nature. Thus moral: 

. Hev-13-16- Duties towards Men, when they are direQed to God, 

become Divine, Acts of Charity are ſo many $a- 
cred 


. inthe Gontrivance of Mans Redemption. 
cred Oblations to the Deity, Men are but the 
Altars upon which. we lay our Preſents, God re- 


ceives them, asif immediatly offer'dto his Majeſty, 


and conſumed to his Honour, Such was the charity 
of the Philippians towards the relicf of the Apoſtle, 
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which he calls A» odowr of « ſweet ſmell, « Saerifice yt, Ig 


acceptable, well pleaſing to God, The ſame Bounty 
was an a& of Compaſſion to Man, and Devotion to 
God, This the nature of the meaneſt and 
moſt troubleſome things. What was more vile and 
harſh than the employment of a Slave, yet a reſpe& 
to God makes it a Religious Service, that is the moſt 
noble 8& voluntary of all humane Attions. For the Be- 


liever erp = wr ſervice to ChriZt, and the Infidel Epheſ.6.5. 


only to his r,he doth chearfully yyhat the other 


by conſtrajat,and adorns the Goſpel of God our $a Tit 2+ 10: 


viowr as truly, as if he were in @ higher condition. 

. All Vertues are of the ſame deſcent and family, 
though in reſpect of, the matter about which they 
are conyerſant, and their exerciſe they are different, 
Some are heroical, ſome are humble, and the loweſt 
being conducted by Love to God in the meaneſt 
offices, ſhall have an eternal Reward. In ſhort, 
Piety is the principle. and chief- ingredient of Righ- 
teouſneſs and Charity to Men. For lince is 
the Author of our common Nature, and the relations 
whereby. we, are-united one to another, 'tis neceſſary 
that a regard to. him ſhould: be the firſt, and have an 
- influence upon all other Duties. | 

- , I ſhall Eahencoadier ſome particular Precepts, 
| which the Goſpel doth eſpecially enforce upon us, 
he io bopranadirkn— LN he poeviier Bite 

Is t concerni wility, the peculiar Grace 
of Chriſtians, ſo becoming our ſtate as Mg" 

'T-£ an 
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Mat.18+3- 


Ephcl-2, 


; Phil. 2.12» 


John 15. 


The Hermon of the Divine Attributes 
and Sinners, the parent and nurſe of other Graces, 
that preſerves in us the light of Faith, arid the hear 
of Love; that procures in Proſperity, and 
Patience in Adverſity ; that is the root of Gratitude 
and Obedience, and is fo lovely in God's eyes, that 
He gives Grace to the Humble : This our Saviour 
makes a neceſſary qualification in all thoſe who ſhall 
enter into his Kingdom ; Except ye be comverted and 
become as litile children, ye ſhall net enter into the King- 
doms of Heaven. As by Humility he-purchas'd our 
Salvation, ſo by that Grace we poſleſs it, And ſince 
Pride ariſes out of » the Goſpel to cauſe in 
us a juſt and lowly ſenſe of our unworthineſs, diſco- 
vers the nakedneſsand miſery of the humane Nature, 
deveſted of its primitive Righteouſheſs, It reveals 
the 5ranſmiſſion of Original Sin, fromathe firf Man to 
all his Poſterity, y are dand 
debaſed ; a Myſtery fo far from our knowledg, that 
the participation of it ſeems i , and unjuſt 
to carnal Reaſon. We are dead in Sint and Ireſpaſſes 


without any Spiritual ſtrength to our 

The Goſpd. aſcribes all that is in Man to the. 
free and powerful Grace of God, He works in w to. 
will aud to do of bis good pleaſure, He gives Grace to 
ſome becauſe He he is Good, denies it to others be- 
cauſe He is Juſt, but doth injury to none, becauſe 


EF 


all being guilty, He owes it to- none, | Grace in 
As thedrowſie Sap.is drawn into riſing 
and fraitfulneſs by the appr of .the Sun, 
habitual Grace is drawn fo 


| .into 4 by the preſence 
and influences of the Sug of Righromheſs With- 
out me, our Saviour tells fis Diſciples, ye can do ne- 
thing. I have laboured more abundantly than as il, 
aith 


| - Ss 
in the Comtrivante of Man's thy. $23 
faith the Apoſtle, yer nor I, but the Grace of God in 1Cor.11.19 
»e, The operations of Grace are ours, bur the 
' Power that enables us is from God: Our preſer- 
vation from Evil, and perſeverance in is a 
moſt free unmerited Favour, the effe&t of his renew- 
ed Grace in the courſe of our Lives,* Without his 
ſpecial affiſtance, we ſhould every hour forſake Him, 
| and provoke Him to forſake us. As the Iron can- 
| not aſcend or-hang in the Air longer than the virtue 
of rhe Leaadftone draws it, So our AﬀeRions can- 
* not aſcend to thoſe glorious things that are above, 
| . withour the continually attraſting Power of Grace, 
*Tis by humble Prayer wherein we acknowledg our 
. wants and unworthineſs, and declare our depen- 
dance upon the Divine Mercy and Power, that we 
| ein Gece. Now from theſe Reaſons the Goſpel 
_ commands 


his 
Food, bor Soveraign MetiMics brett Ml 
ought 

fd another World ( for Luc is the "Divine Grace 


fenr froty Heaven) without his deſert, or pol- 
Ns thr td reurh Om 


fator? How can he that only Uves, upon Alms, 
 Hbaſt that he is rich 2 How can 4Creaturebe proud 
of the Gifts of God; which it'cannor poſſeſs without 
Humility, and without"ac that they 
are derived from Mercy 2. 1f we had continued in our 
| Integrity, "the praiſe of all had been entirgy due'to 
God , For or Faculties and the excellent dilþoſi- 


2 3 rions | 
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Rom. 3.27. 
Rom-.4. 


& 
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tions that fitted them for ation, were carry, 5 upon 
us freely by Him, and depended upon his Grace in 
their exerciſe. But there is now greater reaſon to 
attribute the Glory of all our goodnelſs ſolely to him: 
for He reviyes our dead Souls: by the infuſion of 
Grace, without which we are to G5 work. re- 
probate. Since all our Spiritual Abi 


ties are Gra- 
ces, the more we-have received the more we are 
obliged, and therefore ihould be more humble and - 
thankful to the Author of them. And in gomparing - 
our ſelyes with others, the Goſpel farbids all proud , 
reflections upon our ſelves as dignified above * 
them, For who maketh thee to differ from another * 
And what haſt thou that thou didſt not recetve? And 1 
thos didſt receive it, why deſt thou glory, as if thou hadſt |, 
xt recervedit ! It God diſcern one from another by 
ſpecial gifts, the Man hath nothing of his own that 
makes him excellent. Although 1nherent Graces 
command a reſpe&t from.others to the Perſon. in 
whom they ſhine, yet. he that poſſeſſes them ought 


rather to conſider himſelf inthoſe qualities that are 


natural, and make him like the worſt, than in thoſe - 


that aze divine ing from the ſole Favour of 
God, andghat Fey: <2 cg | | 
0 I John os. ep 0 eniajoad in F... 
el Repentance, and. Fai ich are humbli 
Graces,to be the conditions of our obtaining Pardon. . 
By Repentance we acknowledge . that if we arc con- 
demned, 'tis* juſt ſeverity, and. if we are Saved tis 
rich- Mew. | Ho fag pay a os $5] 
. For it ſuppoſes the, Creature-guilty, re- 
= Pardon from the Soyerei 4 of God, up- 
on the account of our. Crucified Redeemer. The - 


- benefit, *and the manner of our receiving it was ty- 


pified 


in the Contrivence of Mans Redemption. 
Food the miraculous. cure: of the Iſraclites- by 


S looking up to the: Braſtn, Serpent. -For the act-of 


feeing'is performed by receiving the Images which 
are zrived from the Aomonpy rather a Paſhon 
- thenan Action, that it might appear that the heal- 
ing. Virtue was meerly from the Power of God, and 
the Honor of it_incirely his. . In ſhort, God hadre- 
ſpect ta the lowlineſs of this Grace, in appointing 
it to be the qualification of a Juſtified- perſon : -for. 
the moſt firm reliance on Gods Mercy, : is alwayes 
joyned with the ſtrongeſt renouncing of our own: Me- 
fits. Briefly, to excite humility in us, the Goſpel tells 
- us, that the Glorious reward is from rich bounty and 


liberality. The gift of God i Eternal Life threugh Fe- Ro.6.23-. 


ſus Chriſt our Lord, As the Election ot. ns to Glory, 
{o. the actual. poſſeſſion of. it proceeds from- pure 
Favour. '-There is no more proportion between all 
our Services and that. High and Eternal felicity , 
. than between the running a few ſteps, and the obtain- 
ingan Imperial Crown, Indeed. not only Heaven, 
but all the Graces that-are neceſſary to purify and 
wo us: for it , - we receive from undeſcrved 
Mercy. . So that; God crowns -in us not our proper 
"Works, .but his own proper Gifts. ._ --- 
:-2. The Goſpel ftrictly. commands- Self-denial, 
when the Honor of God-and- Religion. is concern'd, 
Jeſus tells his Diſciples, If a»y Man will come 
meet him deny binelf and take up his Groſs and 
me. Life and all endearments ' of 1t, Eſtates, 
Honours, Relations,/ Pleaſures 'muſt be. put .under 
qur feet, to-take the - firſt ſtep. with our. Redeemer. 
This is abſolutely neceſſary to the being of a Chriſti- 
an, In the preparation of his mind and the refoluti- 
on of his will, hemuſt live. a. Martyr, and whenſo- 
EVET. 
» 
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Fer Mat. 16-245. 
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Mat. I 6+2Js 


' the leaſt? thatis, Temporal Dea 


The Harniony of the Divine Attributes 


\ his Heare and Chrift, 
Wharſoever is moſt eſteem'd and loy'd m the world, 
muſt be parted with as a ſhare, if it tempts us from 
our Obedience z or offered up as a Sacrifice, when 
the Glory of God calls for it, And this command 


. that appears ſo hard to ſenſe, is moſt Juſt and reaſon- 


able. For God hath by ſo many titles a right tous, 
that we ought romake an intire Dedication of ous _ 
ſelves and our moſt valuable intereſts to him. Our + 
Redeemer infinitely denied himſelf to ſave us, and 


tis moſt juſt we ſhould in gratitude deny our ſelves Þ 
- to ſerve him, Beſides, an infinite | 


tous : for our Saviour aſſures us, that w ſoever will © 
Nis er, hell inc with the & 
of his auty, # ; and whoſoever will bf» hi - 
{ ry; ſake, ſhall find ir, Neg ws is ad" ; 
ya I moi ring to chboſe-. 
,rather than Eter- 
nal, and of twogoods that are offered to ourchoice, 
to prefer the yreater, a Life in- Heaven, before that 
on the Earth, Eſpecially if we-conſider that we + 
muſt ſhortly yeeld the preſent lifetothe"infirmities . 
of Nature, and 'ris the richeſt craffick to exchange 
that which-is frail and mortal, for that which rerhains 
in its perfection for ever, - | | 
3- 'The Goſpel enjoyns Univerſal Love among 


Rom.13.14- Men. This is that fire which Chyift came to kindle 


the Earth ; tis the abtidgment of all Chriſtian jer- 
perfection, the tulfilling of the Divine Law, for all 
cular Precepts-are in ſabſtance, Love, He 
that loves his Neighbor will have a tender regard to 
| his 


| ahis the commandof 


prog 


is the Gntrivance if Man's Bedewgethn, 519 
his Life, Honour and Eſtate, which is the fum of 
the ſecond Table, The extent of our | Love 
muſt be to all chat of the ſame common 


+ nature, The univerſal conſanguinity berween Men 
- ſhould make us a.” 1Apenter our allies. Every 


Man that wants our OIETnY ighbour, De good Luk, 10-36 
Apoſtle For the quality Gal. 6. 10. 

of our Love it muſt be unfei ned without diſfmalation, 1 Pet. 1-22. 

The Image-of it in"Wotds without real Effects, N92» 12 9+ 

provokes the Divine diſpleaſure: for as all falihood 

is odious to the God of Truth, fo eſpeciall 

counterfeiting of Charity, that is the 1 = 


\ his Spirit, rg em pnbeng. n- A ſincere 


pure affeRtion, that rejoyces at the and reſents 
the evils of others as our own, _—_— ic ſelf 


_ in all real Offices, noc for our private Eds tot 


their benefit,is required of us, And as tothe 
of our Love, we are commanded above all things to Pet 4.8 
have fervent Chari wee Herr gee Arne among our ſelves, This princi- 
ans,*who het by fo many 0616... 
and amiable bands, as being formed of ' the --»: choris/ 
| gayin Children of the fame Heavenly Agog.” 
ofthe ſame Glorious Inheri- 


Heirs 
op Tar dryers hath'a more noble Principle 


th che afleticns of titare: fir! it proceeds from the 


Love of God ſhed abroad in Believers, tomake them 
one Heare and one Soul, and a mere Divine pattern, 


which isthe Example of Chriſt; Who hathby his 


ſhould 
© This Duty is ſtricty injoyn'd, tor without 


reftoredus to the Fayour of God, that we 
one another, as He hath Loved us. 


Love, Angelical ce is but an empty noiſe, ! ©2r-13> 
and all other Virtaes have but a falſe luſte , Pro- 
pacie, Faith, Knowledge, —— out- 


ward 


q2Þ mie abt Dine eriinte; ; 


rein pre him that does them, © 
le to ,NOTr to t 

s þ Corry | 
V O rec, Is pecullar ous 
pics th _ the- whole World conſents to the © 
recurning evil for evil. © The: vicious Love of our © 
ſelves makes us very ſenſible, and accord; to p 
reverſc judgments to revenge. an injury, 

4 as torequite a .benefit,, From En 


— moſt Rebellious and Obſtinate” Paſſion, - An Of- - 


Fence remains as a thorn in the mind, that inflames | 
and torments it, till 'tis appeaſed by a vindication, ” 


4 Battel. Weare apt to revolye in our thoughts in» 
juries that have been done to us, and after a lo 
diſtance of time the memory repreſents them as 

as at the firſt, hope pn EY 


and' intire forgiveneſs of injuries, though repeated * 


never ſo often to ſeyenty ſeven times.'', We mult not 


only quench the, Fire of but kindle the Fireof:\ 


Love towards our. greateſt ies. I ſay unto. you, 


Love your Enemies, Bleſs them that (urſe you, do. good _ 


to them _— hate Pray for them which hire. | 
uſe you, 6's of enter . /This is 9 - ; , 


conſideration, of Gr's for being infl- ': 


nitely. provoked, yet $ Kal x i faults rv_, 


us, moved only by his Mercy. - And how reaſonable 
is.it that we ſhould at his command remit a few faults * 
to,our Brethren. Toextinguiſh. the ſtrong inclina- 
tion that is in corrupt Nature to revenge, our Sa. 
__ hath ſuſpended the Promiſe of Pardon to us 


n our ing others. For if'ye forgive men. | * 
the ctr Preſpeſes your Heavenly F - will alſo for-. , 


give 


= 
4 4 


ward Acts of Charity or Selfdmnjal.thegiringows E: ' 
artyrdom,areneither Þ} - 


- ”Tis more difficult to. overcome the Spirit then to gain '" 


* 
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» > grue you. 
* will 
crue 

- Prayer to God indites himſelf, and virtually pro- 


- "that i things are not the materials of our : 
ineſs. | 


" vain Sorrows, as well as yain Pleaſures, and diſtin- 


in the Contrivance of Man's Redemption, 
But if ye forgive not their treſpaſſes, neither 
wr Father forgive yr Mn that is 
to'another cannot expe Mercy, but in every 
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nounces his own Condemnation, 
4+ - The Goſpet enjoins Contentment in every 
ſtate, which is-ourgreat Duty and Felicity, mainly 
influential upon our whole lite, to prevent both Sin 
and Miſery, Be content with ſuch things as you have, Heb. 
for he hath ſaid, I will never leave thee, nor forſake 3-3. 
thee. It forbids all Murmurings againſt Providence, 
_ is the ſeed w 9m nrne w all anxious 
ts concerning things furure, Take no thought 
for 7 ab we hould e anticipate evils, by bar __ 
apprehenſions and: fears, ' they come faſt enough ; 
wfficient for the day is the evil thereof; Our corrupt 
Deſires are vaſt and reftleſs as the Sea, and when 
contradiaed they betray us to Diſcontent and Diſ- 
obedience. The Goſpe/ therefore retrenches all in- 
ordinate Aﬀections, and vehemently condemns Co- 
yetouſheſs, as a Vice not to be. named among Saints 
-but with abhorrency. Itdifcovers tous moſt clearly, 


- *For the Son of. God yoluntarily denied 

imſelf the enjoyment of them. Andas the hi 
eſt Stars are ſo much diftant from an Eclipſe, as they 
areabove the Shadow of the Earth, ſo the Soul that 
in its eſteem and defires is above' the world, its 
brightneſs and joy cannot be darkened or eclipſed 
by any accidents there. The Goſpet forbids all 


guiſhes real Godlineſs from an appearance, by con- 

rentment as 1ts inſeparable CD OE with ROI 
Content is great gain, When we are in the faddeft My 

. Vyv CLIcum- 
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Epheſ.1-17. 
þ 


pry 2 
ye 


The Harmony of the Divine Attributes L 4 
circumſtances, our Saviour commands us t poſſeſs: 
our Souls in Patience, to preſerve a calm Conttizunon. 
of Spirit, which no ſtorms from without can. diſ- | 
compoſe, For this end be aſſures us that -nothing- _ 
comes to paſs without the Knowledge and Efficien- © 
cy, 0r at leaſt, Pexmiſſion of . God. That tbe Hairs | 
of our -Head are mumbred, aud not one falls to the - Earth © 
without bis Licenſe. Now the ſerious belief of 2 
Wiſe, Juſt and Powerful Providence that governs 
all things, hath a mighty efficacy to maintain a con-- 
ſtant tranquillity and equal remper.in the Soul a- 
midſt the confuſions of the World. _ God works alt: * 
things according to the counſel of his own will: and.” 


o 2 pe Nas *' 


- if we could dilcoyer the immediate reaſons of every 


Providence, we cannot have more ſatisfaction then. 
from this General Principle, that is applicable to ©: 
all,as light to eyery colour, That what God doth js al-- - 
ways beſt. This reſolves all the doubtsof the maſt in+ - 
tangled minds, and recifies our falſe judgments, 
From hence a Believer Hath as true content in com.” © 
plying with God's Will, as if God. had: complyed* 
NY Tis and is reconeiled to every condition, Be-- 
fides, the Goſpel aſſures us, that all things work to« 


Rows 8.28. {er forthe od of theſe that love God. For their 


Spiritual at preſent; *by weakening their | 
ruptians ; for afition is 2 kind of manage, by. 4 


- which the fenſual part: is exerciſed and made pliable * 


to the motians of the Spirit: 'and by increaſing their- 
Graces, the unvaluable Treaſures of Heavev,. If the 
deareſt Objes of aur AﬀecRions, the moſt Y: 
of qurLove and Grieb are taken away, 'tis for this 
reaſon, that God may have our Love himſelf, in irs 
maſt fulland inflamed degree, And Affligtions are in + 
order te their Everlaſting good. Now the certainex- 
pectation 


3s 
S. 
Cz 


p 
F , 


. weight of Glory. To 


of a Chriſtian as the putting aRudder to a Ship, 
ahich without it is expoſed to the fury of thewinds, 
and'in continual dangers, but by its guidance makes 


uſe of every Wind to convey it to Its Port, Hope Rom-12. 12. 


produces not only acquieſcence, bur joy in the thar- 

'Tribulacions. For every true Chriſtian being or- 
dained to a Glorious: and Supernatural $ 
hereafter , all things that'betal thens here below, as 
means,are regulated and transformed into the nature 
of the End to which they carry them.” Thus temporal 


evils are turned into good. Onr light 4fflickions which :Cor.4 


are but for a moment, work for we 4 far moye exceeds 
, —— this Life as the redline 
to another, that is as durable as Eternicy, and as 
blefſed as theEnjoyment of God.can make it;thatthe 
preſent miſcrics have a final reſpe& to-future Happl- 
neſs, will change our opinion about them, and:render 
them not only tolerable, but.ſo far eligible as they 
are inſtrumental andipre for it. IF the Bloo- 
dy as well as the Milky way leads to God's Throne, 
aChriſtian willingly walks im ir, 
" In ſhort, A lively Hope, accompanies a Chriſtian 
tohis laſt expiring breath, cill it is conſummated: in 


- Celeſtial fruition. So-that Death-it ſelf, the univerſal 


tror of Mankind, is made deſirable, as an entrance 
into Immortality, and the firſt day of our Triumph. 


* Thus T have conſidered ſome particular Precepts of 


Chriſt, which are of greateſt uſe for the government 


' of our Hearts and Lives; and'the reafons-upon-which 


they are grounded, to make them effectual. Now to 
diſcover more fully the compleatneſs vf the Evange- 
lical Rule, T will conſider it with refpe& to-the Law 
of Moſes, and the Philoſophy of the Heathens. 
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"TW Pe feition of Chiilt's Laws *pptar; Wi 


\0 ther with the Precepts- of ' Moles 
9 a was miuniag'd wit Pom [| hy A to. 
ion of the Jews, and" the+ dipenſation. of i 4 1 
aw, "The Chriſtian Service is Pure and. ne, | 
a The Levitical Ceremonies and Or x, As wel : 
; \eorrladed from it, not only As wuanectſſa eſſary 'y, yo. 
"fiſt with its $ pirituality, The obligation ot 
Rituals of Moſes is aboliſhr, to introduce x. 
- Righteouſneſs. The Indulgence of Polygamy 4 
Divorce #s taken away 9 hriſt, a#d Marri; 
ſtored to its Primitive Parity. He clear i 
from the darkening Glofſe? of the Phacthes, 
enforc'd it by new Obligations, The Law 0 Ch 
exceeds the Rulerwhich the higheſt Maes 
rality in the' School of” Nature ever, on ex '" 
Philoſophy #- defective as. to Piety, / in ſeyer 6 | {i 
things contrary to it, Philoſo phers ls wr Cor 
worthy Conceptions 0 T God. Philoſophy doth i 
* enjoein the Love of God, which is the fic} and gr 
1 Command of the Nature! Law. Philoſop A 
down the ſervile Maxime;To comply with We c - OF 
Liolatry. They arrogated to themſelves the | &. 
their Þ y, ertue and neſs. Philoſophy Jet "5 
prepound the Glory f God 7 for the Supream End s ; 
Humane Actions, Philoſophy y. fee o 
Duties reſpecting cur ſelves and 0 Fe fa 
the firſt ' ſinful motions of the ng efttess, 
-toicks renounce the Paſſions, nr ophy ſu Fa 
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ent the Soul to Patience and Content axdey 
: and to ſupport in the hour of Death. 4 
| Refletion - 0 ret ecAg of the BY 

| |. ral Seltrof Phi IS. 


He PerfeQion ofthe Laws of Chriſt will further 
appear, by comparing then) with the Preceprs of 


I - and with the Rules which the higheſt Maſters 


tof Morality in the School of Nature have preſcribed 


| 5 for thedireRing our lives. The Goſpel exceeds the 
| IH Moſuical Inſtitucion, 4 


I. Inordaining a Service that is Pure, Spiritual , 


| ; T= Divine, conliſting in the Contemplation, Love 


Ara——a of God, ſuch as the holy Angels per- 
a above, The Temple:Service was 
with Pomp and external Magnificence, ſuitable to 
| ion of that People, -and the diſpenſation 
t the Law. The Ch was then is its Infant- 
-þ e, as St, Paul es it ; and that Age is more 
t tought on by Senſe:than Reaſon : For ſuch is the 
FS =Ebordinacion of our Facultics, that the wegetarive 
$i Lk acts, then the ſenſitive, then the rational, as 
| = ont: hter ith, acquire perfeion. 
wink wer? or obſcure and imper- 
ka, and the extern! part of their Religion was 


; 4:6 %' 
-F otdered in ſuch a manner, that the ſenſes were much - 


' Their Lights, Perfumes, Muſick and Sa- 
| avifice were the proper entertainment of their * 
ternal Facultics. Befides, bei > Revorr oÞo-9n 
Nations whoſe Service to their Lips fCe- 
- remonics, to. render the tempration ineffectual, 
- and take off from the efficacy of thoſe allurements 
ſeduce them to the imitation of Idola- 
ordain'd his Service. to be performed with 


* great 
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TY Th 7 Hernan of rhe nine. reins. | 
a olengour. . Add farther, The Diſpenſation 
the w. was. tec and apbeviens, m_— 
by vilible material ob i eh and. theis to ra | 
. the Senſes; Spiritual things,' and' theix efficacy to 
work upon the Soul. hs, our Redeemer hath rent* 7; 
the. Vail,.. and brought forth Heavenly things into” a | 
full Day, and the cleareſt Evidence. Whereas Ms- * 
ſes was very exact in deſcribing the numerous Cere- - | 
monies ofthe Femuſb Religion, the quality of their 
Sacrifices, the Place, the Perſons by- whom- they 
maſt be prepared and preſented ta the Lord ; We are - Wl. 
.now commanded to draw near to God with cleanſed * > 
Hands and purificd hearts, and that Men Pray'every b: 
where, roads | holy hands, withiut wrath and doubt- - 
ing,, Every ace is a Fem ; and every Chriſtian: - 
a Prieſt, to.ofter up Spiriqua Iacenſe to: God: ' "The-. 
moſt of the. Levitical\ ceremonies and Qujaments av9'y 


n I VErtue” 
its Reaſons, but He: artifice of Orators:that: over-"- 
came, wy ſpirits of Men, So Þr —_— 
Galpel were, made. ſo. pompous, the 

be enclin'd: tor believe, thatthe | Ra 
we the moſt principal. ,. and to-content. th 
in; that, without. the aims and affetions of the Soul;... 
which are the life of all our Services.»  Belides, uporn--:. 
angther agcount.ourward. Powp in-Religion is apter:! 

to. 


; | 


that when'che'cop 
ies arc age was y.affeRted det menn 
Gott 'tis NE oodeng for the Spiritaal toaR-with 


e209 wp Ds the grim Lun Senſes, that they are 
. Det pay oY ny. te their. obje&ts, but 
, is drawn , and cannot pre-- 
| ex roche mind itn add the calmneſs that 
gifit, thoſe things on which our choughts ſhould: 
_— But; when thoſe diverting are "re. 
moved, rhe Soul direRly aſcends to and. looks: 
onhim as the ae ar _—_— of the Heart, 


J ' and /worthips nana. Mera ins to his perfefions, 
Z That this was the ppears amen 
Ce ae kak p09 7H 


. inthe laſtitutidaof 
| Rate:for 


ed in a merciful condeſfcenfion to our 
bet roar Harmon. of things 
s'd, therefore he was olealed by to the De-- 
of his Will in the Goſpel, the. Pool es 
[ ſeals of his Love, by which 'the ap- * 
jon of his Benefics is more ſpecial, and the re- 
10n more lively than that which is meer 
t pe A. on -u are Your * __— on 
; _ - Baptiſm and rds Sup imple in their na-- 
_ ture, andeaſy in their fignicarion, molt fit to-relieve- 
om and-to raiſe our.Souls to Heavenly 
Briefly, the Service of the Goſpel.is an- 
e to the excellent AE knowledge ſheda-- 
pebvheacs Fark aboliſht all 
a a at10n- to 
LEO s of Mſps, to intxod ng. gw? 
3. which was fignified by them. Cw 


eouſneſ: 
1 Commandments igiven to the Jews, are called 
Seatwies- 


ear ia WAVTAL 31 Lb 
in the Camy roems of Maan.s WERE 
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| Exck.20-25: Statutes that were not good ,, either in reſpe&t of their 
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18, 


Rom. 14.17, em. The TROP of God oojifes 


The Harwony of the Divine. Attributes; 


matter, not being 


tion of them did not make the performers cither bet- 
ter, or more happy. But Chyiſtians are. dead ro theſe 
Elements, that is, perfe&ly freed from ſubjection to 


Drink, but Righteouſneſs, and Peace, and Foy in the 
Holy Ghoſt ; for he that wn theſe things ſerves Chriſt, is 
acceptable to God, and approved of Me 


rteRive of the humane nature, or - 
their effe& : for they brought Death to the diſobedi- -W 
ent,not Life to the Obedient : the moſt firit-obſerya- 


not in Meat, and © 


#. We arecom- 


manded to puxge.out the old leaven of Malice,and Wick- ; ' | 


edneſs, that ſowers-and ſwells the mind, and to. keep 
the feaſt, with the unl:avenecd bread of ſincerity and 
truth,.  Weare obliged to be free from the moral 
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imperfeQions, the vices and paſſions, which were re- 
preſented by the natural qualities of thoſe Crea- * 
tures which were forbidden tg the Jews, and to puri- 


fy the Heart inſtead of the frequent waſhings under 
the Law. But the Goſpel frees us from 


and diſciplines, the amuſements of low and ſervite 
Spirits, wherewith they would compenſate their de- 


fets in real Holineſs, and exchange the ſubſtance. 


For 1 þ ; 
this reaſon the Apoſtle is ſevere .againſt thoſe, who 


hs 
5 
WO 


of Religion for the ſhadow and colours of it. 


would joyn, the fringes of 


Moſes to. the robe of 
Chriſt, 


\ 3. The indulgence of Polygamy and Divorce that | 
was granted to the Jews, is-taken away by Chriſt, | 


and Marri 


Law, and the effe&t . was temporal Impunity. For | 
God is to be conſidered not only in the relation of a +. 


* Ee into- : 
. lerable yoke of the legal abſtinericies, obſervations, 


reſtored to the purity of its firſt Inſti- 
turion. The permiſſion of theſe was by a political. Þ 


to 
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Creator, 
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Y 


+ in the Contrivance of Mans Redemption. 
Creator and univerſal Governour, that gave Laws 
to.regulate Conſcience, but in a ſpccial relation to 
the Jews as. chejr King. And. as ina Ciyil State a 

) Governour permits a leſs evil, for the pre- 
vention of a er, without an approbation of it ; 


; 4 So God was pleaſed in his Wiſdom to tolerate thoſe 


things, in condeſcenſion to their carnal and 


humors, for the hardnefi of their Hearts, leſt -worſe Mal, 2.14, 


inconveniences ſhould follow :. But our Saviour te- 
duces Marriage to the Sanctity of its original; when 
man was formed according to the Image of God's 
Holineſs. He that made them at the beginning, made 
- them Male and Female: for this cauſe hal 
Father and Mother, and cleave to his Wife, and they 5. 
twain ſball be one fleſh. What therefore God hath joyned 
together, let no put aſunder, From the unity of 
the Perſon, that one . Male was made- and one Fe- 
mule, .it follows that the ſuper-inducing of another 
into the Marriage-bed is againſt the firſt Inſtitution. 
And the Union that is between them not being only 
- civilina conſent of wills, but natural by the joyn- 
. ing of two bodies, ſomething natural * muſt. inter- 
 yene to diffolve it, vic. the Adultery of one par- 
ty. Excepting that caſe, our Saviour ſeverely for- 
bids the putting the Wife away. 

4. Our Redeemer hatch improved the obligations 
of the moral Law, by a clearer diſcovery of the pu- 
rity and extent of its precepts, and by peculiar and 

Enforcements. In his Sermon'on the Mount 

clears it from the darkning glofles of the Phaiſces, 

| who obſerved the letxer of the'Law, but not the de- 
ligne of the Lawgiver. He declares that: not only 
the groſs a&;, bur all chings of the ſame alliance are 
forbidden, not only Murder, but raſh Anger,and vili- ' 
X x tying 


« Manleave 4c, 9.4.5, 
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The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 
ing words, which wound the Reputation, Not only 
9s! fa ol but the impurity of the Eye, and 
the ſtaining of the Soul with unclean © > are 
all compriſed inthe prohibition, He informs them 
that every Man ncelnnig is their Neighbour; and 
to be relieved, and commands them to love: their 
deadlieſt enemies, Briefly, He tells the multitude; 
that unl:fs th:ir Righteouſnefſ exceed the Righteouſ- 
eff of the Scribes and Phariſees that is,the utmoſt that 
they thought tnemſelves obliged ts, they ſhould nop 
enter into.the Kingdome of Heaven. Beſides, our Sa- 
viour hath. ſuperadded ſpecial Enforcements to his 
Precepts. The Arguments to perſwade Chriſtians to | 
be univerſally Holy, from. Chriſts Redeeming them 
for that great end, was not known eitherin the Oeco- 
nomy of Nature, or the-Law: For before our lapſed 
Rate there was no need of a Redeemer, and he was 
not revealed during the Legal Diſpenſation, - His 
Death: was only ſhadowed forth.in Types, and 
foretold in ſuch a manner, as was obſcure to the 
Jews. «Fhe Goſpel urges new reafons-to increaſe 
our avenſion' from fin; which: neither Adam nor Mo- 


ſes were acquainted with.. So 'the A dehorts 


Chriſtians fx uncleanneſs, becauſe their bodies _ 


+ Cor..6.19, are Members of Chriſt, and Temples of the Holy-Ghoſt, 


20s 


and therefore ſhould be inwiolably conſecrated to_ + 
purity. If the Utenſils of the Temple were ſo ſacred; - 

that the employing. them to; a common uſe, was're- 
venged- in a2 miraculous manner; How. much ſorer 
puniſhment ſhall "be inflited. on: thoſe who defile 
themſelves,after they wg 5 by the Bloodof the 


Hcb.0.' 19. Covenant ? The Goſpel alſo recommends to us Love 


to one another, in imitation of that admirable-Love 
which Chriſt expreſt to. us, and commands the higheſt 
Obedience 


in the Contrivance of Man's Redemption. 339 
Obedience, even unto death when God requires it, 

in conformity to our Redeemers Sufferings. Theſe 

and many other Motives are derived from pure vein 
of Chriſtianity, and exalt the Moral Law to a higher 

itch, as toits Obligation upor» men, than in its firſt 

elivery by Myſes. | 

2. The Laws of Chriſt exceed the Rules which 

the beſt Maſters of Morality in the School of Nature 
have preſcribed for the Government of our Lives. 
'Tis true,there are remaining Principles of the Moral 
Lawin the heart of Man ; Some warm ſparks are ſtill 
left which the Philoſophers laboured to enliven and 
cheriſh. Many excellent Precepts of Morality they 
* delivered, either fo. calm the Aﬀections, and lay 
the ſtorms in our Breaſts, whereby the moſt men are 
pullty and miſerable, or to te the crvil Con- 
verſation. with -others. And ſince the coming of zc.nr;,,., 
Chriſt, Promethems-like, they —_— their dead Platonici vr. 
Torches to the Sun, and ſtole ſome light from the ,po 5/4 
Scriptures, Yet upon _—_ we ſhall cafily g---- ſd 
diſcover, "that notwithſtanding all their boaſts, to [ering ry 
purge the Soul. from its defilements, - contracted by rrony ug 
its union with the Body, and to wſtore it to its pri- ary q ” 
mitive PerfeQtibn, They became vain in their thoughts, n4mque eine 
and Whey fol heart was darkened. Although the 77 27% 
gar eathens thought them to be guides in the o=mnne are 
' ſafeway, yet they were Companions with them in $754 =<- 
their wanderings; And Truth inſtructs us, ' that de Verir.Rel. 
- Whey the blind lead the blind, both fall into the ditch, i: 
I will briefly ſhew that their Morals are defeRtive, 
and mixt with falſe Rules : only premifing three 
things. x. Thar I ſhallnot inſiſt on their Ignorance 
' of our Redeemer, and their Infidelity in reſpe& of 
thoſe Evangelical Myſteries, that are only diſcover 
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349 . The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 
| by Revelation ; for that preciſely. coplidered, doth 
not wake them guilry before God: But only take no- 
rice of their dete&ts in natural Religion, and moral 
Rom.2.15. - Duties , to which the Law written in the heart 
obliges all Mankind. | 
2. That Vertue is not to be. confounded with 
Vice, although 'tis not afliſted by ſpecial Grace, 
Thoſe who performed ads of C;vil Juſtice, and 
Kindneſs, and Honour, were. not guilty. as thoſe 
who-violated all the Laws of Nature and Reaſon. 
Their heroic Actions were praiſe-worthy among men, 
.and God gave them a temporal Reward ; an, Bb: 
not being enlivened by Faith, and purified by Love 
to God, and an holy Intention for his Glory, they, 
were. dead works, unprofitable as to Salvation. _ 
Evuctrts 3. Their higheſt Rule, vzz. To live according to 
7 pvoe:nv Nature, is imperte@ and inſufficient. For although 
Naturam op- Nature in its original Purity furniſht us with per- 
ſequi. $165 fect Inſtructions, yet in its corrupe ſtate 'ris.,not ſo 
paſun. enlightened and xegular, as. to dizect vs in our uni» - 
verſal Duty.” *Tis as poſſible to find all the Rules. 
of Architecture in the ruines of a Building, as, to 
find in the remainigg Principles of the natural Lay, 
full and ſufficient Directions for the whole Duty of 
Man, either as tothe performing good, or avoiding 
Eph.4. 17, evil. The Mind is darkened 'and defiled with error, 
18, that indiſpoſes it far its office, Np s 
I will now. proceed to ſhew how infufficient Phi- 
boſephy is to.direR us in our Duty. to God, ourſelves, 
and others. 
Firſt, In reſpect of Piety, which is the chicf Du- 
of the reaſonable Creatuse, Philoſophy is. very de- 
ective, nay in many things contrary to it, * 
i. By delivering unworthy Notions and Con- 
|, . ceptions 


”, 341" 
ceptions' of the 'Deity. Nor only the vwlpar Hea- 

thens chang'd the truth of God into #bie, 'when they 

meaſured his Incomprehenſible' Perfetions by the 

narrow. compaſs of their Imaginations, ot when 
looking on Him through the appearing diſorders of 

the World, they thought Him unjult aid cruel; 

As the moſt beauriful Face ſeems deformed and 
monſtrous in a diſturbed ſtream ; But the'rmaſt re- 

nowned: Philefephers diſhonouted Hint dy-their baſe * @f. -/r. 
apprehenſiobs. - Fot the true Notion of God '{ighi- imagined (har 
fies a Being Infinite, Independent,” the univerſal G0 and the 
Creator, ho pefottcs Heaven and Earth, the ab- codddhehe adi 
ſolute Director of all Events, that his Providence 7 of which 
takes notice of. all Actions,” that "He is a liberal $2 _ 
Rewarder of thoſe tharſeek Him, atid ajuft Reven- -vg de Cit 
ger of thoſe that violate his Laws: 'Now alt this ;;. 1 +2ſT 
was contradicted by them. *Some afferted the World FORE 
to be eternal, others | that Marrey was; and in'that raed 
denied Himito be the firf Cauſe of all chings. ' Some 7 #»!oſepb1. 
limiced his Being, confining-Him toone of the Poles Sgt © 
of Heaven :/ Others extended it only to the'Amph- + rongonr | 
rude of the World.. The t Epicurean: totally denied 7992 i. 
his ning Providence, and made Him an idle i", * £5 - 
* ws cg ings-below, They afferted, "Fhat THE... 
God was con with his own Majeſty atid Glyry } agere curan + 
That whatever was without Him was” neither in his 2m ae 
thoughts nor care : as if to be etnployed- in ordering quicquid ft 
the various; accidents of the world, were incompa- nm . 

- tible with | his Bleſſediftſs, and He needed their wit atque | 
Impiety tv reheve Him, Thus by confining his «© mY 
Power, who 1s Infinite, they denied Hiny in con- pollui creda- 
feſſing Hin). | Others allowed Him to regard the —- wy | 
great affairs of Kingdoms and Nations, to manage lib.z. c.7. 
Crowns and Scepters;- but to ſtoop ſo low as to 're- {purer Hb.de- 
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342 The Harniony of the Divine Attributes 
zard particular things, they judged as unbecoming 
—_ ny, as for the Sun to deſcend from -_ 
Heaven to light a Candle for a Servant -in the dark, - 
They took the Scepter out of God's hand, and fet 
up a fooliſh and bind Power, to diſpoſe-of all mu- . 

Vid.zp;ft 74. table things. Seneca himſelf re ts Fortune as 
not diſcerning the worthy from the unworthy, and 
ſcattering its gifts without reſpe& to Vertue. Some | 

_ , . , made Hima Servant to Nature; Thatheneceſſarily  -* 

Admit Ari- ſs p n =; . 
| Noteles Des ;4 £urn'd \'the Spheres y Others ſubjected Him to ar in- 
9-4» ex14- yincible Deſtiny, that He could not do-what He de- 
predic of fired,” Thus the wiſeſt of the Hearhens diſhonoured 
9/cimum, the Deity by their falſe imaginations, and inſtead of 


þacus. EIOR away the ſtrongeſt reſtraint of corrupt nature, the 
in Z»pirer, fear of future J ent. For humane Laws do not -- © 


men in 1heir hureful: Therefore they are a weak inſtrument” to 
HH £%44 non po- preſerve Innocence and Virtue. Only the reſpect of 
AK Chas, foe God to whom every heart is manifeſt, every action'a 
” verſus ni. Teſtimony, and every great Perſon+a Subject, is of. 
armayi, pn force to give check to finin all, in the dakrneſs 
.of the night, and the lightof the day, in the works 

of the hand, and the t ts of the heart, ©" 
2+ Philoſophy is very ve as to Piety, inmnot 
injoyning the Loveof God. The firſt and" great Com- 
mand os the Law = _ (the order of the Pre- 
cepts being according td their dignity) is, Thos ſhalt 
' tlave OS ink all t Heart;So. old Stre ns 
moſt reaſonable that our Love ſhould firſt aſcend to 


Hmm 


bly- beneath him. © Yet Philoſophers ſpeak little or 
nothing of this, which is the principal” parrof natu- 
Tal Religion. Arifforle who was ſo clear-ſighted 
in'other things, when he diſcourſes of God, is not 
only aﬀectedly obſcure, to conceal his ignorance, as 
the Fiſh which troubles the Water for fear of being 
catcht, but 'tis-on the occaſian'of ſpecalative Sci- 
ences, as in his Phiſicks , when he conſiders him as 
the firſt cauſe of all ewe mes in the m_ or in 
his Mctaphyficks;as the ſu e Bei knowled 

of de munk is moſt .05Ty in it fel but of n 
uſe ro Men. But in his Mora/s, where he had reaſor 
to confiderthe Deity as an obje&t moſt worthy of our 
Love, Reſpe&, and Obedience in an infinite De- 
gree, he totally omits fuch @ repreſentation of him, 
although the Love of God is that alone which gives 
price toall moral Virtues. And fromhence it is that 


© Philoſophy is ſo defeRtive as to Rules for the: pre> 


paring Men for an intimate and delightful Communi. 
on with God, which is the effe&t of Holy and Perfet- 
Love, and the ſupreme Happineſs of the reaſonable 
Nature. If in: the P/aroricat Philoſophy there. are 
ome things direQing to it, yet they are bur frigidly 
expreſt, andſo obſcurely, that like Inſcriptions im 
ancient Medals or Marbles which are defac't, they 
axe hardly: legible. This is the fingular Character 


-, of theGoſpel, that diſtinguiſhes it from all humane- 


Inſtitutions , it repreſents the infinite amiableneſs 
of God, and his goodneſs to us, to excite our Aﬀecti-- 
Qns to him in a Super/ative mannner : it commands 
us to follow: him as dear Children, and preſſes us 
t- ſeek for thoſe Diſpoſitions' which may qualifte: 

us: 


\ 
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” Hirtzand in its full vigor: For our Obligations to him. | 
- © are infinite, and all inferior objects are incompara- 
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_ and Love. -.... Wo 
i. 3+ The beſt Philoſophers. laid down- this ſeryile 
Xenls.”” and pernicious; Maxime, That a wiſe Man ſhouldal- © 


' Plato agnovir wayes conform ro the Religion 'of his Country, $,. J '- 


De nemo fue- dingly. For he frequented the Temples, aſſiſted at 
ritiwbitatur us their Sacrifices, which he declares re his Judges, 


forere eos, f 


us for the enjoyment of him in a way of Friendſhip * | 


cum pauciori- tO Purge himſelf from the Crime of which he was . 
cuſed. 


bus fwurerent, 
wt 
nunc ſanitats 


Seneca ſpeaking of the Heathen worſhip, 


p<trecinium acknowledges 'twas urireaſonable, and only the mul. 


es titude of fools rendered it excuſable, yet he would 
=y ; a have a dope i to conform to thoſe cuſtoms in 
Js Obedience to. the Law, /not as pleaſing to the God's. 


yuſſa, non Thus the made Religion a dependance On the State. 
1anquam Diu They pertormed the Rites of heatheniſh Superſtiti. 


ata, Avg, 


lib, 5. c- 10, de Oy that were either filthy 5 phantaſtical, or cruel, ; 


« Civia, ſuchas the Devil the.maſter of thoſe Ceremonies or- 
dain'd, They became leſs than Men, by worſhippi 
the moſt vile and deſpicable Creatures, and funk 
themſelyes by the molt execrable Idolatry beneath 
the Powers of darkneſs, to whom they offered Sacri- 
fice. Now this. Philoſophical Principle is the moſt 
palpable violation of the Law of Nature : for that 


inſtruds us that. God is the only objet of Religion, 


. and that we are to obey him without exception from 
any inferior Power, Here *twas Conſcience to dif. 
obey the Law, and amoſt worthy caule wherein. they 
ſhoull have manifeſted that generous contempt 'of 

Death 


. - 4 = 


ty o 
_ " - 
, ” 
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Death they ſo much boaſted of. Bue- 1.4 Hera 
the truth in upright yer 5g penirgem.. yr. they bnew God, OO 23, 
hex glorified boy pings 'd the Gloryof the *+ 75.08 
tible God, into an wn like t0 4 corrups diverſe 
| iT and to Birds, and Beaits,and {ereefing things. things. 1976 Temple 
A fin of fo provoking a nature, that chem mans cam 
up to the vileſt» luſts, whereby they defiled and de- {50 5s, 
baſed themfelves , Carnal ny being a juft pu- 
nilbmene of Spiritual. 
© 4. They ed to themſelves the ſole praiſe of 775m bee 
their Virtues and Happineſs, This impiety is moft 4a, forre- 
viſible in the writings of the Sroicks, che Pharifes in 7975p t* 
TOoby., yr. Nip fir from depe ON ſe ſumendem 
Grace in the conduct of” cheit dome 
Toma F4p prayin whim to make them 
hndang with more pride con- mat may 
PR ate t Wiſdonz ale looſe its rg r= 
Fi. SL hike NE Lak vans in it wo 
dwiration, If it cactie om above, and depended 
_ ori the Grace of another. Th 
the natural Life, that Riches, | nours, 
mo 


of theit own induſtry, gradient 
live that we owe. the cateſt benefirs to our ran, 
and the leſſer ont; 006d to. God. Thus they robb'd him 
of the Honour of recious Gifts. $o ſtrongly wires L 
did the poiſon of the wy ye Bra =o forth in 7.49 _ 
thoſe words, Te ſhall be a God, that infected rhe fixft Feqond Im &q- 


ic. 

an, ſill work in his Poſterity. Were they Angels 4... Dir. 
Virturem 

memo acceptans Deo retwlit tr vinuruw vette. Propter vortwtem enam jure las- 


damur, & an verians rate glorvamwr, quod non contungerer {i 14 donum 4 Dev, non @ no- 
* buy habere. 4 


Yy in 
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in perfeRion, yet the proud refleting on their excel- 
Ts 6 would inſtantly turn Fas & Devils. And 
as they boaſted of vertue, ſo of happineſs as age 
depending upon themſelves. They aſcribe to their 
Wilz-mao -man an abſoluce Empire over all things, they 
raiſe him above the Clouds z what ever may diſquiet, 
or diſorder, they exempt him from all Paſſions, and 
make him ever equal to himſelf, that he is never ſur- 
priſed with accidents, that *tis not in the power of 
pains. or troubles to draw a figh or tear from him, 
that he deſpiſes all that the World can give or take, 
and is contented with pure and naked Yertue; in ſhort 
put the Crown upon his Head, by attributing 
all to the power of his own Spirit, Thus they con- 
tradicted the Rites of Heaven, Their WPeT 
Dews no vin- was ſo bold that they put no difference betw 
alloars, - andthcir wiſe perſon, bur this, that Goda it an im- 
a» vincie mortal Wiſe-Perſon, and a wiſe Man was a mortal 
er, See God. Nay, that he had this advantage, (ſince” 
great art to Hnpeine many things in a little ſpace, 
to enjoy .as much As pineſs inan age, as "Fupiter 
£84 aliaw;d 1 Þis eternity. And whichis the higheſt exceſs of 
Ents Pride and Blaſphemy, they prefer'd the wretched im- 
we. FF vertue and happineſs of their Wiſe-Man, - 
e Infinite and ——_— Purity-and Feli- 
a Sins city of God himſelf. For God they ſaid is wiſe & hap 
Lepore, 4 the priviledg of his Nature, where as a. x Philo 
Pre op vher is ſo by the diſcourſe of Reaſon, and 


ade ter. of his will, notwithſtanding the reſiſtance of kis 
— ow fo Paſſwns, and the difficulties he encounters in the 
Deum <:46ren World, Thus to raiſe themſelyes above the Throne 
darigle extrs of God, ince the rebellious Angels, none have ever 
Chal of; attempted beſides the Sroicks. "Tis no wonder, that 
p04 ſ«pr-p4ti- they were the moſt early ene of the Goſpel , for 


EnT1478. 


how 


in the Contrivance of Man's 
how could they acknowledg God in his ſtate of abaſe- 

ment and humility, -who exalted their Verutous 

4 | was moſt reno among the Hea- ci/c/ five 245- 
 thens, biloGoph | S " ge 
5. Philoſophy is very defeRtive, in not propound- 

ing the Glory of God;-2s/ the and to whthch l our 

actions ſhould finally refer, This ſhould have the 

firſt and chicf place in that Practical Science : 'For 

every AQtion receiving its ſpecification and value 
from its End, that which is the Su and com- 

mon to all Actions, muſt be fixt betore we come to » 
the particular and ſubordinate , and that is "the 

Glory of God. Now the deſign of Philoſophers in 

their Precepts, was Either, 

Firſt, Touſe Vertue as the means to. obtain Repu- Querme enim 
tation and Honour in the'World. This was evident in 9*/5** 75. 
their Books and Aions, They were fick of ſelf-love, mary qus fe 
and did many things to ſatisfie the Eye. They led their 75 moron 
| es as ita bets whete cine peilants within, and a- virh contre. 
nother is repreſented without, by an Artificial imita. '*7 * 74% _ 
_ tion of whatis true. They were ſwell'd with # ora 

ſumption, —_— merit, and a great Of /oom am 
vanity, | Now this reſpect to the Opinion of others, Scitatias, faq 
corrupts the- intention, and vitiates the ation; Tix *xw> > 
not ſincere Vertue, - but a ſuperficial appearance thar *** 
is regarded, For 'tis ſufficient to that purpoſe, to 
ſeem to be vertuous without being ſo. Asa proud 
perſon would rather - wear counterfeit Pearls that 
are eſteemed: right,” then. right which are eſtcem- 
ed counterfeit, Soone that is vain-glorious prefers 74 *f<:l-- 


was vita falls 


the ion of being vertuous, Vertue. wirem fl 2; 

From hence we may diſcover that many of their moſt 4 /* 7m 

ſpecious Ations were oh, ug Sins, their Vertues 
y 3 were 


347 
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| were falſe as their Deities, Upon” this account'St. 
Auſtin condemns the Heroical Attions of the Rowens 
as vicious ;- Vireure civili, non vera;' fed veri fimili, 


humane glorie ſervieremt. Pride had a: principal 

rt int 

Epicurus vir- P” Orſecondly, The end of Philoſophy was to 
rerer rndexie gue the milthieft which Noentioulnels and d 


voluptatss An- 


ls; , 4b fr might bring upon men from without, or to preſerve 
2s Spins mnrard wi ray news by fl ſup che ratbulent paſſions 


Culguam ſer- 


viant miſt illiy _ * a6the na elign of Epiceurws, to whom 


vel propter l- 

lum cs) dici- Vertne was amiable only as the Inſtrument of plea- 
mus Dews vir- fi 

tutum conVer- ure. 


rc nos. Auguſt: cor Jul. 1:b-4; 


Orc thirdly, The heighth of Philoſophy was to 


Lb. 4+ ©Ont. 
Jul» & 3- 


ie? worn -*, propcund the beauty of Vertue, and its eor__g 
EEE: lions, Now lppoing worthy Motive to draw the 


Re (akin 


= 

i jigs ee ; 
that ſprings yet they 

Tron ertue Nl the Deity, and duty 

rem CE i hog compeat, - Is 


runt [1/" .z who is the principle and patern of it - In ſbort, 

emmnibus bi  grear Creator made Man for himſelf, and 'ris moſt 
1272 75/:- juſt that as his Bavour is our ſovereign >, ſo 
mmm ; 43-1 his Glory thould: be our fupreme-end, ; wit which 


cet In nothi is. * and truly 4 eg B theſe c- 
4 _—_— pra 
gener U , 15 todirectus in ou principal dura reſpects God 


ad < nec dbrud expet ſmperbre 
py I L. ou Agate fem: ſuns. yon lid. x9 I99 GC cad. ga 
2, Ph 


yew ſt 


' - culties,thoughvery culpable, areleft by 


in the Gontrivanct of Man's Redeiwption. 

2 Philoſophy was defective in its direions about 

agpng mer oruningpenhgate voa- prm > 
$s were notſenſible of the firſt in- 
Attione to fin; They allow the diſorder of the 
ſtalitive 'appttite as innoceht; till it paſſes to the 
ſaptetne part of- the Soul; - and induces it to.detibe-: 
. rate, or reſolye bpon moral ations, For they were 
_ of that Original and idtimate pollution 
cleaves to the humane nature , and becauſe our 
facultics are natural, they thought the: firſt datiohs 
to forbidden objects, that are univerſal in the beſt as 
well as worſt, to be the neceffity of Nature rather 
then the effect of Corrup ion; ' * Accotdingly all their 
Precepts reach no than the Counſels of the 
Heart: But the deſires and motions-of the lower. fa- 


indiffe- 
' rent. So that 'tis evident that. many defilements and 
ſtains are in their vertaes. 
-2« The Syvickt not being-able-to reconcile the 
a ann Ir 9%, AE Their 


Viſcera, quod mO_ marmors rehus. 


For by a fiction of curn their vertuous 
Perſon into a Statue, that neither the inclinati-- 
ons of Love, nor averſions of hatred, that is not- 
, touchit with Joy or Sorrow x that is exempt from 


Fears and Hopes. The tender and melting affecti- 


RE Ge 


They attribute Wiſdom to none, but whom Sa 
effect 


of Humanity. Now as tis the ordinary 


faxes reddit Ovid. Mets 
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ly'to run into one extreme by avoiding another, * 


ſo 'tis moſt viſibly here. For the AﬀeRtions are © 

not like poiſonous plants to be eradicated, *but 
.as wild, to be cultivated. They were at firſt 
ſet:in the freſh ſoil of Mans |nature by the hand 
of God. And the Scripture deſcribes the Divine © 
ions; and the ations proceeding from them, + 
y terms borrowed from humane affeftions, which 
proves them to be innocent in their own nature. 
Plutarch obſerves when Lycurgus commanded to cur 
upall the Vines in Spartz, to prevent Drunkennefſs, 


he ſhould rather have made Fountains by them, ro | 


allay the heat of the Wines, and make them bene- 
ficial; So true Wiſdom preſcribes how tomoderate 
and "temper / the” affections, not to deſtroy 'them. | 
'Tis true they are now: finfully inclin'd, yer being 
removed from Carnal to Spiritual objects, they are ' 
excellently ſerviceable. As Reaſon is toguide the FI 
AﬀeRtons, ſo they are to excite Reaſon, whoſe 0- 
perations would be id without them, The na- 


tures arce*purely ſpiritual, as the Angels, have 
EG clear, as ſudden| 25 Sor | 
in objects their qualiteis, and to fee! their efficacy , - 
but Man is compounded of two natures,and the mart- 
ter of his body obſcures the light of his mind, that 

he cannot make ſuch” a full diſcovery of good or evil - 
at the firſt view, as may be requiſite tq quicken his 
purſuit of the one, and flight from the other : Now 
the Aﬀections awaken the vigour of the Mind, to 
make an-eameſt application'to its obje&t, They are 
as the. Winds which although ſomerumes tempeſtu- 
ous, yet re neceſſary to convey the Ship to the Port. 
So that 'tis contumelious to the Creator, and injuri- 
ons to the humane nature, to take them _— 
abſo- 


OE OOF: 
G ra the 


| a Redemption; : 
abſolutely vicious. The Lord: Jeſus who was 
oy 5 oy gre ding 
quality of the objeds preſented to him, 
his Law _ us-not to-mortifie, /bur to purity, 
ces, employ. them. tor” ſpiritual andho- 
: _, 
hiloſ, - 1: tba by ia io ikke as S-7T 
jth to true Patience. and '/Contentment 
Now conſidering the variety and. 
» changes, and calamitys-to; which. 
= ay Sa rpr kc my there is no Vertue more- 
And if we look into the World before 


a ou $M nk. " D 
_— Op eo 
was EO. - 
= - 
- - 
* . 
” 
JR - 
- oy . 
35 . 
* 


ifay 
Si a apgk; and a vicious p 


whpree worthy. to be =o | 
as not tO - 
b- 44 but raſh BS ealed all. 
As the Phariſee in the OE Bs —_ em nnn 
Di, £64 within within himſelf, If rhis Miz were _ 
&: 

Z migh Span: yr who it 6s thet rouchts. bios. 
concluded, ag yr ener or gt 4re 


rand rake care of NE Ee 
make a ken boar enirgwe Vertuous and: 
the Wicked. 


'Tis true,. God did not to leave the Gentiles with-- 
oue- 


- «4% 4 bs ". -——_ - # , GOES of 7 > 
- 7 -—- Ls 
: 


nobu gratiam 
rerwlerunt. 


Pati neceſſe eff 

mult 4 —_— 

lem mu 

Nzv ius- ſub- 
zect 


DY*. 
bt 
» 
bl 
0 


=... 
has 


4 
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| . #n the Contrivance of Mans Redemption, 
> zect us tothem, But this confideration is not only 
ineffectual to cauſe true contentment, but produces 
the contrary effect. As the ſtrength of Egypt is de- 
cribed to be like a reed that will: pierce the bandin- 
ſtead of ſuporting it. For our deſires after freedom 
| from miſeries arc inviolable: ſo that every evil the 
more fatal and inevitable 'tis, the more it aficts us. 
Ifchere be no way of eſcape, the Spixit is overcome 
by impatience, or diſpair, 

.2, From reflexion upon te. miſcries that befal rn... ..., 
others. But this kind of conſolation is vicious in »/cram nom: 
its cauſe, proceeding from ſecret envy and uncha- _— —— 
ritableneſs, There is little. difference between him #4 i» -iſcri- 
that <q anothers miſery to. leſſen his-own,. and eve Fila 

« thoſe who take pleaſure in other afflictions. © And it #4 germ turbs 
2dminiſters no real.comfort ; If a thouſand drink of — -3- 220 
-the waters of Marah, they are not leſs bitter, Tully ſpeaks to 
-..3+ Others ſought foreaſe under ſufferings by. re- Þ*E2ient- 
* membering the pleaſures. that were formerly enjoy-' voluprarmm 
| 6d, .Byc this inflames rather than allays the Diem ("ot 7 
per. For as things aremore clearly. known, ſo more ram v-rcm 
Fafibly felt by-comparnſon.; He that ,is. tormented {7 © 7” 
with the Gout, cannor rclieve his miſery, by. re- perceprarum: 
membring the pleaſant Wine. he drank . before his 7. 


. fir Opinio eff que 


nos erucrat, & 


- The Seoicks Univerſal Cure of afflictions was, *-*" 19+44% 


malum eff, 


8 to change their opinion of. them, and: eſteem. them ———_———— 


-not real evils. Thus Pofidonize .( ſo much. commen- noſes 
[ded by. Twly) who for many , years: was.under. tortus, gue wor agwnr 


'.. ting Diſcaſes and ſurvived a contiunal Death ; 


| bei m mſanam, 
vilited by Pompey at Rhodes, he entertained Es: any 5 Ln 


_ a Philoſophical Diſcourſe, and when his. pains. were <2 =* > 


moſt acute, he ſaid, N:hil agis dolopy quanquan ſis mo- mor te reg 
leſtus, nunquam te eſſe confitcbor malum:; in vain. doſh ©" eſs led 
| ; 7 z opinione dans. 


thou ec. 
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then affault me pain ; thoagh thou are troubleforme,, FF 
enema |] 
£ OF thts IS E: [+191 of 
4 with a chearfut countenance m as” Paroxifin 
o his Difeafe to comment his Phifoſophy, like & + 
Mountcbank that ſwallows poifon ro' pat off his 
Droggs , yet the reality of his grief was evident: 
his Senfe was overcome, Ins Tongae remain. | 
ed a Stoick. If words could charm the Senfe not 
to tee pains, or comfofe the mim not to refent 
flitions, *twere material to give molifying Tittes 
ro them. — 'tis not Fancy that makes chem 
ging, bat their contrariety to' Nature, "Tis no 
jp repreſent them otherwife than Are, 
5. Others compos'd themſelves by confidering the 


«fe benefit of patience, Diſcontent purs an edge on. 
Lone troubles 5 to kick againſt the pri * hs 


acalm and qui prevents 
new degrees oftroable, which by fretting and vexing. 
or ts «Argo Ken tre nor remoye _ - 
the evil, whick muy be very mg and grievous 
m-its own nature ; fo that withoar ether confiders- - | 
pre er RO it will ſink under it, Andi - 
as theſe, fo many other A 


ents. they uſed co, 


fortifie the Spirit againſt ings, are” like a hed, 
which at 2 diftance ſeems ty be a fafe retrear from. 
—_— or rep mary rroammr ir, war werk 

efence.. This appears by the'carriage of the beſt ' 
infrudted Heathens, in their calamities , Profefſing: 
themſehoes: to be wiſe in their Speculations, rhey be- 
came footsins pradtice, and were confounded with alt 
their Philofophy, when they ſhould have —_— ; 


| - Sf x. Some kilt'd chemſelves for the apprebe 


. 


b- mffedrolive. 
- ccminent 


on bf 

ſufferings , their death was noc the cfteRt of courage 

but comandiſe ; che remedy of their far, Others 
i © in their *great deſigns, 
them, Cato and Brutwe, they were 

both Philoſophers of the manly Te& , and Vertue Zenoni 4 qze 


never appeared with a bri luſtre among the Hea- cepic rigids 
thens, than when joyned with a Sroica/ reſolution. £* virils + 
And they were not i Proficients, bur Ma- /*Pentia. 

ters in Philoſophy. . Seneca employs all the oma- cu 


ments of his Eloquence to make Caves Elogy : tm debes 
Hexepreſents him as the conſummate exe of virtutis pu}- 
Wiſdom, as one that realized the ſublime Idea of Serrime - 
Virtue deſcribed in their Writings. And Brutus © 4g%ift- 
was eſteemed equal to Cato, Yet theſe with all the go me 
er of their Philoſophy were not able to bear the 7,4; ny 
of Adverſity. Like raw Fencers, one thruſt ſerrie, ſed 
put them into ſuch diforder, that they forgot all ſadore & 
their inftrudtions in the place of trial. For being /<29xine co- 
unſuccesful ir their endeavours to reſtore Rowe we, 
4s liberty, overcome with diſcontent and difpair, Ons 
they laid violent hands upon themſelves. Cato be- nem. 
ing preverged in his firſt attempt, afterwards tore 
ogen his Wounds with fiercenefs and rage. And Bru- 
it ccady <0 plunge the Sword into his Breaſt, com- 
plained char Vertye was but a vain name; ſo inſuffici- 
ent are the beſt Preceprs of meer parural Reaſon to 
slieveus in diſtreſs. As Torrents that are dryed up 


' inche hear of Summer whenthere is the moſt nee 


of them, fo all comforts fail in extremity, that are 
not derived from the Fountain of Life. 
I will only add how ineffeRual Philoſophy is to-ſup- 


. fort us in adying hour, Thefear of Death is a Paſk- 


L%z3 on 
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on {o ſtrong that by it Men are kept in bondage all 
their days. 'Tis an Enemy that threatens none whom 
idie qu 
pn! nat FA Certainly that Sp:dre which tCzeſar had not courage 
ſormore 741% \to.Jock in- the face is very affrighting. Alexander 
«pad M. Lepi- himſelf that fo of-en deſpiſed it in the Field , when 
= paſſion that tranſported him, caſt a Vail over his - * 
comedi/amaes Byes, yet when he was ſtruck with-a mortal Diſcaſe- 2 


: it doth not ſtrike, and. there is none but it threatens, | 


repentinan 13-311 Babylon, 'and had Death in his view, * his Palace » 


= 0p1 nat 111940 


pretwleyar. was filled with Prieſts and Diviners, and no ſuper. 
yt Pluraich {tition Was ſo ſottiſh, but he uſed to preſerve him- 
| ſelf. And although the Philoſophers ſeem'd to.con-. 
 temn Death, yet the great preparations they made to 
pea. ENcOnter it, argue a ſecret fear- in their» Breaſts,. 
to, ws Many Diſcourſes, Reaſonings, and Arguments are: - 
Gy employed to ſweeten that cruel neceſſity afzir, but: © 
they are all ineffe@ual.. 4 
Staltumefri- I. That 'tis the condition of our nature :. to. be:a: 
mere; quedvi- Man and immortal are” inconſiſtent. , But this con-- 


fare non poſſus. 


Laber. 7» 1; Colation afflits to extremity. If there were any; | 


94 morbe fni- rneans to eſcape,.. the ſoul might take courage, He: 


antiY)y ma - ® 


»»m ex iſs , 13S doubly miſerable, whoſe miſery is without remes+. (| 


neceſſitate ſ0- dy. 


latium eff. 


Plin. '2, That it puts: a period: to. all temporal . evils., L : 
Ioriar ; bee: Byt as this isof noforce with thoſe who are proſpe-- 
cis, defina" ous, and never: felt thoſe miſeries which make Like. 6 3 


t8rof ax Þ® Ces 


d:finam ali- intolerable, ſo it cannot rationally relieve any that; 
Ce” have not good hopes of: felicity after death.. The | 


| Foſſe. Senec. Heathens diſcovered not the ſting of Death, as ,'tis; 
the wages of fin, and conſigns the guilty: to. eternal. 
Death; ſo that they built _ a falſe foundation, as; 
if it were the cure of = _—_ | 

3- -They enconrag elves from their igno- Þ 
rance of the conſequences of death, whether it on-. - 


ly 


x 


changed theix place, or extinguilh'd their perſons, Nm ff ſupre- 
TM who dyed with a ſeeming indifference, gave .., —_ 
this account of it ; That he did not know whether »<=» /4 con 


© death was goodorevil,. But this isnot fortitude, but 7,7 ,c;.m, 


folly : as Ariſtotle obſerves, That a readineſs to en- 9r-bilim? / 
counter dangers arifing from ignorance, is not true 5,7. 175 
valour but a brutiſh boldneſs. What madneſs is it «nine, 94:4 
then for one that enters upon an eterhal ſtate, not 74 954 
knowing” whether it ſhall be Happy or Miſerable, !1beribw +6- 
tro be uneffe&cd with that dreadful uncertainty 2 _ ©r-ſe1e #" 
"But now the Goſpel furniſhes us with real reme- 

dies againſt all the evils of our preſent ſtate... 'Tis 

_ thetrue.Paradiſe wherein the Tree of Life is planted, 

whoſe Leaves: are for the healing of the Nations. 

We are aſſured that God diſpoſes all things with: 
theaWiſdom and Love of a Father, and that his Pro- 

vidence is moſt admirable, and worthy of praiſe in 

thoſe things, wherein chey who are only led by ſence, 

doubt whetherit be at all.. For as 'tis the-firſt poinc 

.* of prudence to keep offevils, ſo the ſecond and more 

excellent is, to make them. beneficial. Chriſtians 

are more then: Conquerours : through Chriſt. that. loves 

them,. They are always in an aſcendent State ; and 
believing, rejoyce with an unſheakable and plorificd Foy. 

Deathir ſel fa only lame, but Cork Ea 

vient to their everlaſting -good.- Briefly, Chriſtian 

Patience endures all things, as well as Chatity, be- 

cauſe it expeRs a bleſſed iſſue, It draws from pre- 

ſent miſeries - the aſſurance of future Happinſs. A- 

Believer while he. poſſeſſes ing - but the-Croſs, 

| ſees by Faith the Crown of the Eternal Kingdom : 

hanging over his head ;. and the /ively hope of it 

. makes him nor only patient, biit thankful and joyful. . 

This ſweetens the loſs of all temporal gogds and the 

| preſence - 
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was infinitely Mare contented than or Sezecs, 
than all the Princes and "eras the World. 


I will conclude this Argument by fhort refledti- | 


—_ -av on the anmoszal maxims of ſeveral, Sets of Phi- 
ejiciends oft, Joſophers. The Cynicks afferrtbat all natural ati- 
£f enini in- 0n5-may tbe done in the face of the Sun , that 'tis 
inice vere- worthy of a Philoſopher, -to do thoſe things in the 
cundie, ſine preſence of all, which would make im ce it ſelf 
_ nib tobluſh. A maxime contrary to all the rules of de- 
oſ, x cency; and corruptive of manners.. Foras the 
boneſtum.,” deſpiling of Vertue, ces the flighting of repu- 
Cicer. tation : «So the contempt of reputation cauſes the 
Et qui nec negle& .of Vertue, Yet the Stacks with all their 
| Forma wa © gravity were not far from this advice, Befides,among 
veo1c2 9%” other unreaſonable Paradoxes, they aſlert all fins 
A Cynicis are on A —_— killing a Bird Res _ 
tunica di- ule with the ing a Parent: a Princrple: 
Pawie.Javer eaks the xeſtraints — 08 ſhame __ ——_ 
—_ a:paſſage to All licentiouſneſs., They commen 
'sfayw24.. S)FMurder in ſeveral caſes which unnatural 
Whogos: fury is eulpable inmany.reſpects, of rebellion againſt 


—_ Gad, injuſtice to others, and cruelty to ones ſelf, . : 


eſt rapto vi- Zens the founder of that SeR. practiſed his own 
vere, at c%- DoQrine. For falling tothe ground, he interpreted 
wed oped it co be a Summons to appear in another World, 
—_ P and ſtrangled himſelf, - Arifocle allows the appetite 
4/pice Marc. of xevengipg injuries,” co beas natural as the incli- 
Caronem/:s: uation to gratitude, judging according to the' com- 


cro ills petfors 


p»rj ans m4- QQOD ruleitha SINE is the meaſure of another. 
<5... Nay he condemns the pucting upan injury as dege- 
ra NG 4- nerous and ſervile He makes Conetion at the prof- 


wiſ4 144% verity of pawonrthy Men a Vercue, (andto prove 


. gems. Sonec, 


it, tells us ;the Greciens attributed it to their Gods 


as 


preſence of all temporal eyils. St. Paul inbis Qbains 


oy © om. fg. on: ad as... in 2 IT I ES RT OC 
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IH 25a pafſiorr becoming ce excellency of their natures.) 
Gur f we confider rheSugremeDifpolerof aleftiings: . © 
may do whar hepteafes wich Bis own,. that Hes in- 
fmirely Wife, andin.chenexts World will diſpenſe 
Eternal recompences , there is not the lealt cauſe of 
_ iwviextion. for that ſeeming diforder... He alſo-al: Vide Bib. 4+ 
lows pride to be a_noble rempes that proceeds. from Etbic. 
a ſublime Spiric... He repreſents his Hew by this a- 
other” charatters, that he is. diſpleaſed with 
thoſe who mention to him the benefits he hath recei- 
ved, which make him inferiour. to thoſe that gave 
them; as if humility and gratitude, were qualities 
© eontrary to-magnaminity.. He: condemns Envy ( as: 
2 vice) that would: bring down others to-our mean- 
neſs, but commends Emulation, which: urges to aſ- 
cend to the height of them that are above us.. But: 
B thisis no real Vertue, for.it doth notexcite us by 
BB the worth of moral good, but from: the vain defire of 
' equality, or: preheminence.. And Plaro himſelf, 


& ſtiled-Divine, yet delivers many things that 
- are deſtructive of moral honeſty.. He diſſolves the- 
moſt ſacred. band of humane ſociety,  ordaining in 


B his Common-wealth a Community of Wives.. He- 


allows an- honeftman to lie irr forme occafrons, where- 


--@ the rulcis Eternal, 7? muit not do evil, that good $3 cor infpi» 


core —_ In ſhort, a conſidering Eye will cams xt 
iſcover many ſpots, as weltas beauties intheir muſt 


cere.. gy were Incarnate, and: had ex--' 
preſt the Purity an 


Efficacy of all. its Precepts in 
. | real: 


J60 
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brood wm yet it had abundantly fallen: ſhort of 


atural, Angelical, Divine Holineſs which 
ance | requires. hs" the Wiſdom of God re- 
mov'd bis Chair from Heaven to Earth to inſtruct the 
World, not only the,depravation of the lower facul- 


ties, but thedarkneſs of the humane underſtanding, 
-hindred Men from performing their univerſal d 


The Goſpel alone brings light to the Mind, Pen 
ro the Conſcience , Purity to the Aﬀections, .and 
rectitude to the Life. 


is the. Contrivance of Man's Redemption. 


CHAP. XVIII 


Examples have a ſpecial Efficacy above Precepts to form 
1s to Holineſs. The FROnY of” Ghrift is moſt pro- 
_ per tothat end, being abſolutely perfeit, and accom- 
© modate to our preſent ſtate. Some I ertues are nece(- 
ary to our condition as Creatures, or to our condition 
in the world, of which the Deity us uncapable ; and 
theſe eminently appear in the L © of Chriſt. They 
are Humility, Obedience, ana Love in ſuffering 
for us, His Life contains all our Duties, or Motives 
to perform them, Feſus Chriil purchaſed the Spi- 
rit of Holineſs by his ſufferings, and confers it fince 
his Exaltation. The Saudifying Spirit is the only 
Concomitant of range It, . . The De- 
claration of the Law on | [OT Was  n0t 
aryynpanied with the renewing Efficacy of the Spirit, 
nor the natural Diſcovery of the Divine Goodneſs in 
the Works of Greation & Providence, The lower Ope- 
rations of the Spirit were only in the Heathens. The 
Philoſophical change differs from the Spiritual and 
Divine. Socrates and Seneca confider'd. Our 
Saviour preſents the ſtrongeſt Inducements to per- 
ſwade . us to be holy. They are proper to mork mo 
Fear, Hope, and Love. The greatneſs "of thoſe Ob- 
jeits, and their Truth are clearly manifeited in the 
Goſpel. 


He Second Means by which our Redeemer 
_& reſtores-us to Holineſs, is by exhibiting acome-. 
pleat Pattern of it in his Life upon Earth, For the 

| Aaa diſco- 
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diſcovery how influential this is upon us, we muſt 
confider, That in all the moſt noble works,the prin- 
cipal Cauſe is an exact Idea-in the mind of the, A- 
gent ; and Examples are the ſame, He that deſixes 
tro excel in Painting, or Sculpture, muſt view the 
moſt accompliſht Pieces of thoſe Arts. Thus in 
Morality, the conſideration of Eminent Actions per- 
formed by others, is of admirable efficacy to raiſe 1 us 
to perfection. That Examples have a peculiar ' 
Power above the naked Precept to dif y us to 

the practice of Holineſs, appears by Be * ne , 

1. That they moſt clearly e xpreſs to us theNa- | 

ture of our Duties in their Subje&s and ſenſible Ef- 
feats. General Precepts form abſtrat Idea's of 
Vertue, but in Examples Vertues are made viſible 
in all their Circumſtances. 
Contumacia 2, Precepts inſtrudt us what things are our Du- 
redargus 101 ty, but Examples affure us that they are poſſible. 
pore __ *" They reſemble a'clear Stream wherein we may not 
Po. va wonng only diſcover our Spots, but waſh them off, When 
poſſunt que we ſee Men like our ſelves, who are united to frail 
diceas firmi- fleſh, and in the ſame condition with us, to com- 
tatem,nifi ea mand' their Paſſions, to overcome the moſt glorious 
prior feceris. 2n4 glittering Temptations, we are hcebilned in our 
Ro. Spiritual Warfare, 

ee 3. Examples by a ſecret and lively incentive urge 

O 
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chivis in vi- 3 egy” a 
tis, videri uSto imitation. The Romans kept in their ho 

zelt non mo- the Pictures of their Progenitours to heighten their 
do cum ve- Spirits, and provoke them to follow the Prefidents 
nia, ſed e1i- (ot heforethem. We are toucht in another manner 
pay rag by the viſible practice of Saints,which reproathes our 
La&. de - defects and _ us to the ſame Care and Zeal, 
ver. Sap. than by Laws though holy and good. Now the 
Example of Chriſt is moſt proper to form us to Ho- 
lineſs, 


in the Contrivance of Man's Redemption. 
lineſs, it being abſolutely perfe&t, and accommo- 
date to-our preſent ſtate. 
1. 'Tis abſolutely perfet, There isno 
of a meer man, that is 0 be followed without limi- 
tation. Be ye followers of me as I am of Ghriſh, ſaith 
the great Apoltle. Nay,it we would unite the Excel. 
lencies of all good Men into one, yet we might not 
ſecurely follow him in all things: for his remaini 
defets might be ſo diſguiſed by. the Vertues to which 
arejoyned, that we ſhould err in our imitation, 

But the Lite of Chriſt was as the pureſt Gold, with- 
out any allay of baſer metal. His converſation was 
a living Law. He did no ſin,neither was any guile found 
in his mouth. He was holy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſepa- 
rate from finners. He anited the efficacy of exam- 
ple with the direQtion of Precepts , his actions al- 
ways anſwered his words, Chriſtianity, the pureſt 
Inſtitution in the World, is only a conformity to his 
pattern. The univerſal command of the Goſpel, 
that.compriſes all our duties is,to wa/t as Chriſt walk- 
ed, 

2. His Example is moſt accommodate to our pre- 
ſent State. There muſt be ſome proportion between 
the model and copy that is to be drawn by it. Now 
the Divine Nature is the Supreme Rule of Moral 
Perfetions. We are commanded to be Holy, as God 
i Holy. But fuch is the obſcurity of our Minds, 
- atid the weakneſs of our Natures, that the Pattern 
was too high and Glorious to be expreſtby us. We 
had not to Aſcend to Him, +but He had 
goodneſs to Deſcend to us : and inthis preſent ſtate 
to ſet before us a Pattern more fitted to our capacity. 
Although Light is the proper ob;e& of Sight; yet 
that immenſe Light which the Sun hath in the Meri- 
Aaa 2 dian 
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John 13.15. 


1Pet.2-21+ 


Judy 9-48. 
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dian is inviſible to our fight 3 we more eaſily dif. 


cover the reflexion of it in ſome- opacous Body : $6. 


the Divine Attributes. are ſweeten'd in the Son- of 
God Incarnate, and being united with the Graces 
proper for the Humane Nature; are more petceptible 
to our minds, and more imitable by us. This was 
one great deſign of his coming into the World, to 
ſet before us in doing and ſuffering, not a meer Spe- 
Racle for our wonder, ' but a Copy to be tranſcribed 
in our/Hearts and Lives. He therefore choſe ſuch 
a tenor” of life as every one might imitate, His 
Supreme Vertue exprelt it ſelf in ſuch a temperate 
courſe of actions, that as Abimmelech ſaid to his fol- 
lowers, Look on mm: and do likewiſe : So our true Abr- 
melech, our Father, -and Soveraign, calls upon. us to 
imitate him. The firſt effect of Predeſtination is 
to conform us tothe Image of the Son, who was for 
this end made the firtt-bory among many Brethren. He 
aſſumed the Humane Nature that we. might partake _ 
of the Divine, notenly by His Merit butby His Ex- 
ample. 

This will appear more fully by conſidering, There 
are ſome Vertues neceſlary td our condition as Crea- 
tures, or with reſpect to our ſtate of trial here be- 
low, whichthe Deity is not capable of, -and thoſe 
moſt eminently appear inthe Lite of Chrift. I will 
inſtance in three which are the Elements of Chriſtian 
Perfection. His Humility in deſpiſing all the Ho- 
nour of the World, His Obedience in Sacrificing 
His Will intizely to God's, and His. Charity in pro- 
curing the Salvation of Men by his Sufferings : and 
in all theſe He denied to his Humane Nature the 
priviledge due to it by its union wich the Eternal 
Word. 

1, Humi- 


ne i Y, 
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1. Humility in ſtrictneſs hath no place in God': 


He requires the Tribute of Glory from all his Crea- 
tures. And the Son of God. had a right to Divine 
Honour upon his firſt Appearance here below. Yet 
He was born in a Stable, and mage ſubje& 'to our 
common im ons. Although He was ordain'd 
to convert World by his Do&rine and Mira- 


\ cles, yet for-the tenth-pare of his titne he lived _ 


concealed and filent, being ſubje&t to his Mother 


and reputed Father, in the ſervile work of a Carpen- Mar. 6.3. 


ter. And after his ſolemn mveſticure into his Office 
by a Voice from Heaven, yet he was deſpiſed and 


contemned ; He refuſed to be-z King, and ſtoopt ſo 
low 4 to waſh: his Diſciples feer, All this he 4 


£O John 13. 


inſtru us fo bgyweetk and lowly, to cottett our Pride, Mat. 11..294- 


the moſt intimate and radicated cortiiption of Na- 
ture. For as thoſe Diſeaſes ate moſt incurable, 
which draw nouriſhment from tharfood which Is ta- 
ken for the ſuppott of Life ; ſo Pride that turns ver- 

tous ations which ate the matter of praiſe into its- 
nouriſhment, is moſt diftcultly overcome. But the 
Example of the Sotiof God,in whom there is an uni- 

'on of all Divine and Humatie PerfeQtions, debafeing 
himſelf to the forta of a Servatit, .is ſufficient; if duly 

eonfidered, to make uswalk humbly. 

2. Obedience is a Vertue that becomes an inferior 
either a -Servatit or Subje&, who are juſtly under 
the power of others,and muſtbe complying with theic 
Will': $0 that *tis very diſtanr from God. 'who hath. 
none ſuperior to him itn Dominion or Wiſdome, bur 
bis Will is the Rule of Goodiieſs to his own and 
others Aftions. Now the Son of God became Man 
and was Univerſally” Obedient to the Law of. his 
Father. And his Obedience had all the ingredi- 
cats 
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ents that might commend it to. our imitation. The 
value of Obedience ariſes upon three accounts. 

_. I. The Dignity of the Perſon. that obeys: it is 
more Meritorious in ann Honourable, than in a mean 
Perſon. | 
2. From the difficulty of the Command,it being no 
great Victory over the appetite in Olkedience, «64 
diligitur quod debetur, where the inſtance is agreeable 
to our aftections, _ | 
3. From the intireneſs of the will in. obeying. 
For to perform a commanded Action againſt our 
conſent, is only to be ſubje& in the meaner part of 
Man, the Body, and to reliſt in the ſuperior, which 
is the Mind. Now in all theſe reſpes the Obedi- - : 
ence of Chriſt was Perfect. In the Dignity of the * 
Perſon Obeying, it exceeded the Obedience of. all 
the Angels, as much as the Divine Perſon exceeded 
all created, The difficulty of the Command is grea- | 
ter than ever was put _ Servant or Subject : | 
He was Obedient to. the Death of the Croſs, that. | 


is, Death with diſhonour and torment, the evils © Fe 


that are moſt contrary to the Humane Nature and 
Appetite. And the compleatneſs. of his Will.in | 


obeying is moſt evident. For if Chriſt had defired | 


deliverance from his Perſecutors, . he had certainly - 
obtained it, He tells his Diſciples, that upon. his * 
requeſt, his Father would ſend twelve Legions of 

Angels for his reſcue. But: he reſigned the whole 
Power of his Will to his Fathers ; pot my will, but thy 
will be done, was his Voice at his privat Paſſion in 
the Garden, He ſubmitted the a and exerciſe of _ 
his will ; Fn what I r gr.9 3.6 thos wilt, he ſaithin 
another Evangelzf : he yielded not only the faculty, 
and exctciſe of tis will to do what God enjayned, 
but 
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F. butia that manner which was pleaſing to Him, Nor 


4] will, but as thou wilt, he expreſſes in the words 
: of a third. Now whatis there in Heaven or Earth 
that can-move our Wills to entire Obedience, if this 
marvellous Pattern dothnot affe&t us * Let the ſame 
Mind b: in yog that was in Chriſt, ſaith the Apoſtle, 
How gloriofF is it to do what he did, and what a 
reproach to decline what he ſuffer'd, who had the 
Holineſs-of God to give excellency to the Action, 
and the infirmicy of Man to endure the ſharpneſs of 
the Paſſion ! - 
3. Love to Mankind is expreſt by our Saviour in 
2 peculiar manner, For although God is Infinitely 
Good to us, yet he doth not prefer the happineſs of 
- Man before his own Bleſſedneſs. The Salvation of 
the whole World were not to be purchas'd with the 
leaſt diminution of the Divine Felicity. But: the 
Son of God ſuffer'd the extremeſt Evil, to procure 
the moſt ſovereign Good for us, who were in Re- 
= . bellion againſt his Laws and Empire. Briefly, The 
_ Life of Chriſt contains-all our Duties towards'God 
and Man, expreſt in- the moſt perte& manner, or 
Motives to perform them, We may clearly ſee in 
his deportment innocent Wiſdom, prudent Simpli- 
city, compaſſionate Zeal, perfe&. Patience, the 
courage of Faith, the- joy of Hope, the-tendernefs 
and care of Love, incomparable Meckneſs, Mo- 
deſty, 'Humility- and Purity, He ſpent- the night 
_ in Communion with God, and the. day in Charity 
 toMen, He perfeRly hated Sin, and equally loved 
Souls. . The neareſt and readieſt way to Perfection, 
is 4 ſerious regard to his Precedent : For the cauſes 
ofall Sinare eirher the deſire of what he — 
; orthe fearof what He ſuffer'd. He voluntarily de- 
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. prebuwiſſet gut 


parientiamy 


Conſummatd 


ſet / "aentia F 


C68. ChrifF. 


2Cor.3-18. 


Cum omnibes 
vere officiis jau- 
ffrtie ſpecrmen 


dolorss quogue 


morti[que Come Mount Calvary 


Templnum, Qur- 


bues prrfecta et 


fit virtitra- 
deret hominis, 


year 1% 994- werfully teaches us to follow: his ſteps who. ſuffered - 
forms, If a Phyſician of great eſteem, in a Diſeaſe 
- takes a bitter Potion, ic would perſwade thoſe who - 


1465 1777p 14 A 
Fionmsy, Crum of 
vitare porn 


Firs quia geye- 


E.- 64:;c7 repelere Sincethe Son of God to purchaſe our Happinels, de- 
p puppet 1 nied himſelf the _—_— of worldly delights, and 
j<cir. Tert. de endured the worſt © 


# 4 2.46 
, , LY 
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render them contemptible, ahd endured ou 
all-forrs, the cortr adic#ion of Sinners, and the 
eſt Suffcrings to make them tolerable, - He alcended 
to his Croſs, betoze. hc aſcended 


from Mount Oliver 'to his Throne ;, He Was naked _ 


before He was cloathed with Light, Sd crowned 
with thorns before with Glory + And thus he-po- 


are in the ſame danger, to uſe the ſame Remedy, 


more effe&tual to convince us, that the Pleaſures of 
the world are not conſiderable as to our laſt end, 
and that preſent Aﬀidtions are ſo far from being in- 
confiſtent with our ſupreme Bleſſednefs, | that. they 
prepare us forit., ' & 

IO» ſhort, . His excellent Example not only en- 


«a 
: 
" 


temporal Evils, nothing can be 


prived himſelf of Riches, Hononts, Pleauves, eo  & 


gon ITY + 2 276 


lightens our Minds to diſcover our Duty, butinables . 


and excites to perform it. As the Eye in beholding 
viſible objects receives their Image, fo by contem- 


plating the Graces that. are icuous in our Re-" > 


deemer, we derive a ſimilitude from them, We ak 
ſaith the Apoſtle, wirh oper face beho/ding as in aglaſs 
the Glory of the Lord, that is by viewing in the Go- 
ſpel-the Life of Chriſt, which was glorious in Ho-1 
lineſs, We are changed into the ſame Image from 
Clory to Glory, even as by the' Spirit of the Loyd: 
that is, gradually faſhioned'in Grace according to his 
likeneſs. 

And what can more: powerfully move and per-. 
ſwade 


on WEBS? Bn. %. i 4 


. , l 
. & - - > 
y bn MM . a LTC -2 xi 
- - os pe 31 ” g , 


+a x by Se a ; 4 * , x Kay . . F 
oe. in the Contrroence of Man's Redemption. 
ſwadeusto Holineſs, than to conſider the Prefident 


that Chriſt hath ſer before ns. For -how | 
isit to be like the Son of God <- jm 59 


Chaiſt, we partake of the Divine Perfections. The 
King of Heaven will a, us for his Chil- 
dren, whin* we bear the of our elder 
'Brother. Beſides the motive of Honour, Love doth 
ly incline to Holineſs in imitation of 
Knowl 5 ing draws the 
Jeng hor hr ORE IC Innes 
neſs. Thus material objets have an immaterial ex- 
iſtence in the mind when it comemplates them. Bur 
Love goes forth to the vbyet loved , the Soul is more 
of rope ber if _ = F=man 
and italways affetts a reſemblance to it. Thus Love 

humbled God, and made him like tous in Nature, 

and Love exalts Man, by making him like co God in 

Holineſs , for itexcites us to imitate and 

in our ations the Vertwes of him who hath called ws to 


bis Kingdom and Glory. 
3+ Inorder to the reſtoring of Holineſs to 
Man, the Lord Chriſt d and conveys the 


Spirit tothem, A ſtate of Sin includes a total pri- 
vation of Holineſs, and an aQive contrariety againſt 
it.” The Siner is dead as to the Spirizua/ Life, and 
to revive himſelf, as a carceſe is to break 
of Death and returnto the light of che 
+ but he lives- to the Sexſuc! Life; and ex- 
preſſes a conſtant ion to the Law of God. 
He is without h as to his Duty, not able to 


conceive an holy thought, or to excitea fincere and 
| Oo YE but hath ſtrong 


inclinations 
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inclinations of Will,aod great Power for that which 
is evil. Now to reſtore 
| Soul; "and to conquer the living enmity that- is in ir 


piricual Life tothe dead 


againſt Holineſs,” no leſs than the Divine Power was 
requiſite, And the effeQting this is peculiarly. at* 
tributed to- the Spirit. Our Saviour tells Nzcode- 
mus, Excezt a man be born of water, and of the Holy © 
Ghoſt, he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God. And the _ 
Apoſtle ſaith, That according to his Mercy He ſaves 

us, bythe waſhing of oy 9 pry and by the renew- 
ing of the Holy Ghe $ in the Creation,, where all - 
che Perſons concurr'd, /rwas the motion of the Spi- 
rit thar: conveyed the Life of Nature z So inthe 
Renovation of the World, where they all cooperate, 


- ”tis the powerful working of the Spirit that produces 


the Lite of Grace. He vilits-us in the grave, and 
-infpires the breath and flame of Heaven to animate 
and warm our dead-hearts. Twas requiſite, not 
only that the Word ſhould take, Fleſh, but that 
- Fleſh ſhould receive the Spirit, to quicken and enable 
it to perform the acts of the Divine Life.*Tis for this 
reaſon the third Perſon is frequently ſtiled in Scyip- | 
turethe Holy Spirit. That Title hath not an immediate 
reſpe& to his Nature, but tv the Operations which 
are aſſign'd to Him, in the admirable Oeconomy of our | 
Redemption. -*'Tis not upon the account. of his 
eſſential and eternal Purity, which is common to all 
the Perſons, but in regard of his Office, -to- infuſe 
Holineſs into the depraved Soul, and renew the Di- 
vine Image, thathe is ſocall'd, Now Jeſus Chriſt . 
purchaſed the Spirit by. his Humiliation and Suffer- 
ings, and: conveys Him to us 4n his Exalcation 
and Glory, | 
«x, He purchasd the Spiuit by his Sufferings, . For - 
Vx: | ſince 


_ 


in the Contrivance of Mans Redemption. 


fince Man fell from his original Innocence, he is juſtly . 


depriv'd of ſpecial Grace, that is neceſſary. to.heal 


and recover him. . And till by a. perfe& Sacrifice . 


Divine Juſtice - was - appeaſed, ( that had ſhut the 
"Treaſury of Heaven, ) and the- Forfeiture raken 
off, he could nut obtain the eternal Riches. God 
mult be reconciled before He will beſtow the Holy 
Spirit z a Gift ſo great and ſo precious, the earneſt of 
- his peculiar Love and ſpecial Favour to us. There- 


fore our Saviour tells his Diſciples, who were ex- 
tremely afflicted for his departure from them, -That 


» o 
* 


it was expedient he ſhould go away, for otherwiſe the John 16-7. 


- Spirit would nat come ; whoſe Office was to convince 
and convert the World. The departure of Chriſt 
implied his Death and Aſcenſion, both which were 
requiſite in order to the ſending of Him, If the 
Blood of Chriſt had not been on the Croſs; the 

+Spirit had not been poured forth from Heaven. The 
effuſion of the one, was the cauſe of the effuſion of 
che other. - The Rock that refreſhed: the Iſraelites in 

-the Deſert, did not powre forth its miraculous wa- 
ters, till it was ſtfuck by the Rod of Moſes, to: in- 

*ftru&t -us, That Chriſt our Spirit#s/ Rock: muſt be 


- » truck with the Curſe of the Law, the myſtical Rod 


of Moſes, to. communicate the Waters of Life tous, 
that is, the Spirit, who is repreſentedin Scripture un- 
der that element. | 
2. Our Redeemer confers the Spirit afrer- his 
orious Exaltation, When he aſcended on high, he led 
aptivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. After his 
triumph over Principalities and Powers, He diſpenc'd 
-his Bounty in this rich Donetive. For the- Holy 
Spirit was firſt oo to Chriſt as the reward of his 


excellent Obedience in dying, that was infinitely 
Bbb 2 pleafing' 


Ephe(.4.8. 


Plal..68. 18. 


2 Cor.1. 


Gal.5-22. 
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pig to God, to be: communicated from him to 

... Andhe' received the Spirit in the quality of 
Mediator Fry his | cxtaages into — hater 

Fe ces" this Piophetically. oheft of 
-raded ow high, thou buſt led captivity captrue, thas haſt 
received gifts for Mem, yea for the rebellious alfo, that 
the Lord God might dwell them, He acquired 
a right to thoſe Treaſuzes by dying, but he rakes 

eſfion of rhem after his Aſcenſion. Now He is 
Crown's, He holds forth the Scepter of WR va 6 
Therefore *tis faid that when Chriſt was upon 
Earth, the Holy Spirit was wot given, becauſe Feſue 
was wot Glorifced. Uf it be objected, that Believers 
before the Aſcenſton of Chriſt, were partakers of the 
Spirit z theanſweris clear. 

1. It was upon Cheiſt's inter in the begin- 
ning'as Mediator, and with refpeR to his future 
0 12mIY Aſcenſion, that the Spirit was given to. 

em. 

- 2.. Thedegrees of communicating the Spirit be- 
Pha: Afcenfion of Chriſt are very dif- 
ferent ; whether we conſider the 'gifts of the Spirit, 
thoſe ; abilizies with which the Ne 
ſtles were endued ; or the fruits of the Spirit,the San- + | 
Qifying Graces that are on Believers, the 
meaſure of them far gxceeds what-ever was conveyed 
before. The Spirit Deſcended as in a dew the 
cry ——>"0g m_ = _ in. ſhowers 
4 be, when apparently and eminently they 
diſcover their being. So that comparatively to the 
Power and Virtue of the Spirit difcovered in: the 
Church ſince the Glorificaticn of Chriſt, he was not 


given before, All the former manifeſtations are ob- 


{cured 


t. £ in the Crverivance of Mas's Redewytian; 
FF ſured by the exceſs and excellency of the later. 
f pn lr the Decree of God which is ſufficient 
to connect thoſe things that have no'natural 


dence, but there are ſpecial reaſons for the —_— 


this Diſpenſation : for the great end of the 


was to reveal fully to the World way 


of Salvation ; rodiſcover An unſearchable riches 
of Grace ; to aſſure Men - ſs after this 
Life, that they might be from a ftate of 
Redellion to Obedience, a their affections be re- 
fined and purified from all Earthlineſs and made 
A lical and Heavenly. Now the Principal de- 
monſtrations which he uſed to verſerade Men of 
. theſe things, are 'the Death and ReſurreQion of 
Chriſt, without which theſe Myfteries had been us- 
der a cloud. That the Inſtruction therefore of the 
> begs ad me and effeQual, it was neceſſary 
ſhould Suffer and enrer into Heaven, ' and ac- 
compliſh thoſe thingy he was to teach. 
And from hence we'may obſerve that the SanGtify- 
my Spirit is only the concomitant of 
the Evangelical! Mercy, The Goſpel and the Spi- 
ritare the Wings by which :he Sar -of RoightroafnefS 
brings healing BU Ife wo the World. The declarati- 
on of the Law from Mount S:i»45 was Divine, but 
not accompanied with the efficacy of Grace : There- 
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fore *tis called the mini/frarion of Dearth. It convey. *<95-3-7+ 


_ edno Spiritual as delivered by rhe hands 
| of Moſes, confidermg him precifely in "the quality 
ofthe legal Mediator, but tacd a Curſe to: to the 
breakers of it. All the promiſes of Mercy ſcat- 
tered in the Books of or og ets Covenant 
of Grace, The Go! Lew of the- Spirit 
of Life, and the Miniftration of the Spirit , chars 
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the Spirit of Holineſs and Comfort from whom true }.- 


-- 
= ſl, 


and Eternal Life proceeds, aun is ſolely commun}- 


cated by it. The diſcovery of the Divine Good-. 


neſs in the Works of Creation and Providence, is 
natural, and without the renewing. power of the Spi- 
rit : There is a correſpondence between the external 
Revelation of Mercy, and- the-internal Grace of the 


irit in their Original :- as the one is ſupernatural, 
Fog the other. Not but that the Heathens had ſome* 


' fainter beams of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, for he in- 


 lightens every man that comes into the World, and ſome: ' 


lower operations of. the Spirit, whereby they 'werxe 
reduced from Intemperance, .Incontinency and other 


groſs Vicesz to the prafticeof ſeveral Vertues that 
reſpect the Civil Life. And of thiswe have an emi- 


nent inſtance recorded by Diogencs Laertixe. That 
Polemo half-drunk, crown'd ba Roſes, and in the 
dreſs of a Harlot rather than ofa Man, - coming into 
the School of the ſevere Zemocyates, hearing him dif. 


courſe of Temperance, as by a Charm was ſo F &. 
om. 


fealy changed, that caſting away the Garland 


his Head, and the laſcivious Ornaments that. were-/ 


about. him, . and-which was: more-conſiderable, his: - : 


vicious Habits -from his Soub; he that enteredin a. 
Reveller come forth a Philoſopher, ſo correted and 


compoſed in his manners, that he was called the Do- 
rick tone, which of all others was the moſt ſolemn 
and majeſtical' in the Muſick of thoſe times. Now 
this alteration was wrought by the force of. natural 
Reaſon, . which prevailed on hi 

ſenſual and baſe luſts, that were inconfiſtent with the 
Honour and Peace of a Man in this preſent Life, 
But ſtill he was exceedingly diſtant from the Puricy 
ofatrue Saint, who partakes of the Divine Nature, 
and 


m to renounce thoſe ' 


b 6 Bis w» 
of 
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andis inclin'd in-all his motions-to God. - All the 
.Precepts of Morality, to'uſe. the Similtude of \Plu- 
tarch,are like ſtrong Perfumes that ſometimes revive 


thoſe that are ina Swoomhy the Falling-Sickneſs, bur 


.never heal them : _ So they may recover thoſe- that 
are debaucht from the outward practice of thoſe 


. ignoble Vices which violate Natyral Conſcience, 
- but they cannot reftifie and cure the corrupt 


Nature. The higheſt Philoſophical Change was 
onely from thoſe 'Vices which wese Giendeia in 
.the- view of men; but conſiſted with thoſe which 
were , though more. ſubtile , yet-not-leſs finfull, 
and diſcernable. by the pure Eye of God. *Twas 


- [.from. one kind of Sin to. another ; from ſenſual to Aliir peces- 


ſpiri#uat , Satan- caſt out Satan ; or from higher t#, alia pec- 


© . to. lower degrees. of Sin , | but not from Sin - to <2ts vincu- 


Holineſs, Andalthough the ſame good Works, as **” 3 rag 
to the external. ſubſtance, were performed by the Th - _— 
Heathens,' as by Chriftians, yet they vaſtly differ in —_ glo- 
their Principle and End. A Brute performs all the 7;2) ingents 
acts-of Senſe that a Man doth, but 'tis meerly: from cupiditate 
the  ſenfirive Soul, that is of a lower order than Preferunt. 
that which animates a Man, So in the Heathen 'twas ro. mos 
only the hamanc Spirit excited by Secular Intereſts, ITY nts 
Sell-love, ſexyile Fear, that formed Maral 


Attions. But the Holy Spirit (who infyſes Grage, 


that is as it were a ſecond Soul, to elevate that which 
before quickened the Body ) is the true Principle 


_ of Chriſtian Vertues. This ſanRifying Spirit, 


who transforms . us into. the | Divine Nature, 


- and makes an entire and thorow Change. in the 


Heart, and Converſation, they did not receive in 
the way of Nature. Of this we have a convincing 
proof in the Example of the beſt Maſters of Morality, 


x who, 
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. Nec nov Ines | '” 
ferens D®- 1,Gpby, to whom this honour is aſcribed among the - | 
— , 2 6 » that he mage Wiſdom deſcend from - 
pellens, nee Heaven tO earth, 
adol:ſcenti- mom, in which the Phi s before him were moſt © 


am vitians, converſant, and applied hunſelf to that which was - 


who by their Diſcourſes or Writings rais'd it to the T 
int of its perfeftion. Socrates Father of Phi. | 


ſe he left the ſtudy of Affre- 


ſed onni £641 for the Government of Life, and Reforma-. | 


bono pudoris , 
:vfori;. t40n Of Manners : He that is propounded by Celſws as 
— avg an un el'd Pattern, as one that diſcovered to 
| veg what of excellency —_ mighe raiſe = 
apientiom humane Spirit, yet was guilty 0 immorality | 
Socatice and impiety. * Thoſe go Stn _ 

yy ach the retirements of his Life, accuſed him of i F 
Ati commerce with Alcibiades, Hebetrayed the Chaſtity © 
emplum, Of his Wiſe, by giving her to his Friend, Plato 
Lenro eft and Kexophon his admirers, declare his compliance 
Phileſophns. ygith the common Idolatry, which is juſtly aggrs- 


Tertul. A- # : > 
vated by St. Auftin, being the C 
_ of his - tow For al in private Dif- . 


phon. Me- courſe with his Friends he acknowl but one 

morah. 1.4. God, and confidered the Sun and Moon only as the 

:7id. Theo. works and inſtruments of the Divine Power, and in 
Gn ns 974 the rank of other Creatures ,, yet in his dpology be- 

Plat. Conviv. fore his Judges to prevent" the fate! Sentence, he 

d his enemies to beguilty of impudent fall. 

, who accuſed him that he did not believe the 

Gods, ſince he believed, as all other men, that the 

+"0ux 3103 im Suns and Moon were Gods, And during the time 

6x wir 754% of his impriſonment, he never addreſt one Prayer to 

241i arts God for the pardon of his Sins , t for he had ſo high 


——— an opinion of his own Vertues, that he was inſen- 


ins fires, fible of his Vices. And dying, he commanded a 
Xcvoph- lib. 4 Cock to be offer d to Ajewlapine, that is, to the-De- 


Memor, 


vil, 


« _=_o+ww_ v - b » _ 
y 1 I a” - 


in the Contriveme of Man's Redemption, 
vilz-under the diſguiſe of that famous Phyſician. 
To Socrates T ſhall add Sexeca+ + Never any, excep- 
ting the Sacred Writers, and thoſe” who are in- 


deſcribes Vertue as if the living Original were- in 

8 His Breaſt, but how dull a Copy was drawn in his 
o Life, There is as great a difference between the 
= ecxpreflionof it by his Pen and by his Ations, as be- 
rween'the lively Piture of a Face by a rare Pencil, 
and the rude Draught of it with a Coal. Whar a 
villainous part did he a& in exciting Nero to murder 
his Mother; and after in writing an Apology for it, 
employing the colours of his Rhetorick to cover one 
of the touleſt blots which hath'appeared* in the ſuc- 
ceſſhon of all Ages © His Philoſophy was not a power- 
ful Antidote againſt the Contagion of the Courr, 
W hat juſt excuſe can there be of his Cruelty to his 
Wife,” in cyttinng her Veins; 'that ſhe might die with 
hints from a' vain-glorious' defite to eternize their 


" 


©, ſtructed by them; hath writ more excellently. He 
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Vid. Xiphil. 
in Vit. N-r, 


id. Tacit, 
lib.15: 


Reputation': ' And whereas among the whole Chorus Puntlum "ll 


of Verrues, he'in a ſpecial manner exalts-} 
nimity 'in the contempr' of earthly things, -an 
termines that | 
juſt meafores! of hes and Delights, and all 6ther 
2s which the frregnlar Appetites of men 
Sothat one would think him'an agen fle 
verling below toinſtru&” the world how to. be. happy : 


4- 74 quo uavi- 
- gaty, is qua 
the necelſities/ of Nature - are © the *atic,, cw; 
Lambs. 
- aibis 
pts : ſurſum Fe 
» CON- gentiafpatia, 
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yerthe Hi/t#rians of thoſe times tax:him for infatia- Pſrfionem. 


- bleA varice,' that m'alitcie'time by unworthy azts 
he rak'd up an incredibe'Sam of Money. Suppoſin 
it a Calunny” that he torged 
upon the Inhecirance belonging to others* what ex 
caſe caty-there be for lis exceffive Uſtrry, his' forcins 

the 'Britains' to bortow a'Million of Sefterces; ' an 
Ccc calling 


"- 
- 


.animiy ad 
mittitur. Sc 
oF " 

5 nec. Lib.1. 


many Witkts ro ſeize nat. queſts 
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ing for it in, ſo much to their prejudice, as was 


% 


. 


likely to have cauſed their Rebellion 2 What for his 


fi 
ce 


umptuous Palaces, and Gardens of Pleaſure, ex- 
n_ the Luxury of Nero? And all theſe _ | 
pher, . 


by a man who had no Son to inherit, a Philo | 
a Szoick, the great commender of bleſſed Poverty. 


All the ho 
is himſelf, Nox 


he makes, is, that a Wiſe man that 
amat Drvitias ſed mavult, non in ant- 


mum illes ſed in domum inducit, non reſpicit poſſeſas 


ſed continet. Agrecing with Ari 
Zing Animal, who bet 
ment in bru#tiſþ love wi | 
[ poſſeſs her, not ſhe me, The only difference is in the 
matter of their Aﬀections, the one was Riches, the 


Diog-Laert- 


pps a Philoſophi- 
reproved tor his intangle- 
a famous Harlot, replyed ; 


other Pleaſure, By theſe inſtances we may judg 
of the reſt of the Philoſophers: Alchougha Vein of 


Gold appear in their Writings, yet their 


Vid. Philonis judicizm dePlatonico 
convivio, in Lib. " vite Contempt. 

uanquam illorum ſe ingenia amare 
yg ea fere potiſſinium amabant 
que bene babitabant. wir et enim 
iſt amor amicitie ? cur neque defor- 
mem Adoleſcentem uiſquam amat,nec 
ſormoſum ſenem ? Cicer. 

Venerem nefandam & quoſuis In- 
ceftus eſſe adi aphora dicebant non ſa 
lum Epicurei, ſed ſeveri illi Stoici, 
quod Sextus Empiricas #05 docet ex 
Zenone, & Chryſippo., 


Glory of God in Martyrdom 


Lives were 
full of Droſs. The beſt of them: 


are charged to, have pradtiſed 
vice with thoſce,to whom they 


commended the - Precepts of 
Vertue, The fouleſt Actions 


were approv'd. by ſome, and 
the —— 


_ condemned 
by others 


pretended to 
Philoſophical Pertetion, Un- 
—_ Luſt was. allowed as 
indifferent by. Zexo and Ghry- 
fippus: And the nobleſt — 
in giving Life ic ſelf for the, 
is cenſured by EpicFetws 


and Antoninus,” as the effect of fooliſh and incurable 
Melancholy in Chriſtians, who were diſguſted with 
the World, and devoted themfelves: to Death. The 


Spirit 


is the. Contrivance of Man's Redemption, 
Spirit of Holineſs who tormes the powerful and 
ws, ng of true Vertue in the Soul, that ef 
feually enclines from the Love of God, and with 
an intention for his Glory, to obey his Will, as it 
was purchas'd by Jeſus Chriſt, ſo it is peculiar to 
the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel that reveals Him. 
The Dodtrine of it is not delivered with ſo much 
Pomp, | but with infinite more efficacy than the moſt 
eloquent -Inſtrutions of Philoſophers One plain 
Sermon that repreſents Chriſt as Crucified before our 
eyes, to obtain Pardon of Sin for us ; inflames the 
Soul with a more ardent Love to God, , and vehement 
| hatred of Sin, than all their elegant and ſublime 
Diſcourſes. - There is the ſame difference between 
' their Morals and the Evazgelical Inſtitution, as be- 
tween two Nurſes; The one is adorned, and looks 
- lovely to the eye,. but wants Milk to nouriſh the In- 
fant in her Arms ; = other is not ſo _—_ in 

ance, but hath a living ſpring of Milk to 
Woriſh her Child. Philoſophy Vat m, advantage of 
artificial beauty, but cannot ſapply the nouriſhment 
that is neceſſary to maintain the ſpiritual Lite. But 
the Goſpel affords the ſincere rational milk to the Sout, 
that it may grow thereby. &Tis therefore call'd the 
 Wordof Life, a title chat diſtinguiſhes it from theLaw, 

and all huwaxe Inſtitutions. 

4. Jeſus Chriſt hath preſented the ſtrongeſt in- 
ducements and motives to perſwade us to HAlineſs, 
. The way which he takes to ſave us; is not by a meer 
a&of Power to raiſe us above our ſelves, but he deals 
- with us conveniently to our frame, in making uſe of 

our Aﬀections to bring us to himſelf. And whereas 
there are three Aﬀections that have a mighty power 
over. the reaſonable Nature, and are the inward 
_Ccc 23 | ſprings 


= 
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ſprings of humane actions,viz, Fear, Hope, and Love, 7 
He hath propounded ſuch Objects to them,which be-. 


ing duely conſidered, are infinitely more efficacious 
than any thing. that may; divert us from our duty, © 
The great temptations to Ain are from the terrorsor 
delights of Senſe; and to overcome theſe, he hath 
brought to our affitance the Powers of the World to- 
come : that is, hath revealed the dreadfal-prepatati- 
ons for the Peniſhment of che Wicked, and the Glo- 
ridus Rewards that attend the Godly in their futuf 
State. ' | 
Now to diſcover the efficacy of thoſe Obje&ts for | 


the perſwading. Men to be "Holy I will conſider, © 


I. Their Greatneſs, as 'tis deſcribed in the Gofpd... 
2. Their Truth and Reality, of. which'our Saviour 
hath given us convincing evidence and aſſurance. 
1, To excite our Fear, he threatens Torments ex-- © 
treme andeternal, Theſe are ſet forth by ſuch re-- ' 
preſentations, as ray impreſs the quickeſt ſenſe of 
themupon Men. For the Imagination depends*on. 


ſenſible experience, and is ſtrongly affeted with } 


thoſe things that are terrible to our outward facul- _ 
ties, Now. Hell is deſcribed by « Worm gnawing © 
the moſt tender parts,tfikt are moſt capable of pain; 
to aguity the furious reflections: of \the gyilty foul? 'S 
the ſting of the inraged Conſcience, the torment of 
thoſe perfect Paſſions that continually vex the Dam- 
ned. * And *tis fet forth by Fire and Brimſtone, that 
is moſt fierceto ſenſe, the. ſerious conſideration of 
which is enough to cauſe terror and amazement in 
all that are liable to ir. And if the ſole apprehenſi- 
on be intolerable, how much more will the dwell; 
with devouring Fire, and everlaſting burning ? 'Tis ll 


I:d the blackneſs of darkneſs, to {iignifie the compleat 


horrour 


| intbe Coatrivante 'off May's Redomption, = J8t 
horrour' of thar \ſtate, + The Fire hathonly force t0 
burn,” not to'give'any light to mitigare oehlime: 
ty." Tis called the ſecond Death, in- compatiſon'of ,,.. 20. ths 
whichi that of the body isburrthe-ſhadowof Deathi,,,,;,; ;:., 
mn; of Life retains but the ſenfe of Miſery, and & morti fic 
that will be as ſtrong for ever, as at the firſt entranoe fine victuri. - 
into-it; This infinirely increaſes the Torment, that it vg: 
ſhall never end... The n__ Soul knows it ſhall be 
Erernal,” and- as ſuch it is felt- and atti&ts. The 
Fire that devours ſhall never ſay 'tis enough, tharſad 
Night ſhall never have a Morning, that” horrible 'Tem- 
neverany.-Calm. The Damned have no breathing 
Reſt in» their extreme pams, noſhadow of Hope , 
_ torefrcſh them in their infolerable heat, £## are wwdey Rev. 20.10. - | 
terment;aay and night, for ever and tver. © Nowwhat 1 
can be more powerful to reſttainMen from fin than | 
the terrours vt the Lord 2 if the defires of carnaland 
momentany- pleaſures are mpetuous-\and- urgent, 
what: can-be: more effetual to-givedheck 0th, 
thari- the -comfideration that they are #tended with 
2pzinful Eternity, that within'a lice while nothing 
. will remiain'of the moſt pleaſant tuſts but the Worms - 
and the Fire © Thus one extreme is cured by another. 
Ot if the feat of Men who: can inflict but outward 
__ evils, and Death on the Body, at/any time refiſts the - 
rm—_ our Daty,- what 'is'more p to 
flen the impreſſion, than to remember how dread- 
ful a thing it is to fall into the revenging hends of the 
. living Goa, who lives for ever, and can puniſh” for 
ever */ Thus our Saviour fortified his Diſciples againſt 
| Perſecution, I ſay wo you, my Friends, Be wot afr aidof Luk.1 24:85 
thens that kill the body, and after that have no more they 
can do , but [ will forwayn youwwhoms you ſhall fear : fear | 
him which after he hath killed hath power _—_ | 
Hel. 


* a m "0 a 


Hell, yea I ſay wnto you, fear him. Eternal Damna- 
tion is infinitely more feartul than Temporal Death. 
As th&Rod of Moſes devoured the Rods of the Mag:- 
cians, So the fear of Hell overcomes the fearof 
Death, afid all the Torments which end with this 


- Life. . 
+ I ſhall add further, to ſhew how fit an Argument 


this is to work on mankind ; That uſually. the Fear. 
of evil more deeply affects than the Hope of ;good. 
When the Imagination is violently ſtruck with-an 
object, it hath a mighty force to-turn' the Mind 
and Will it ſelf, Therefore Laws are ſecured by 
Puniſhments, not by Rewards, Indeed the fear of 
Hell at firſt diſpoſes us for the love of Heaven : to! | 
eſcape the-one we fly to the other. As the vizeye of 

the Loadſtone is increaſt by arming it with fron, - 
which although it hath no attractive. power in it 
ſelf, yet by conjunction, it makes the others more 
forcible : So the promiſe —_—_— o——_— ſtron- 

ver-imptefſion upon us by t tning. of-Hellto - 
NA chardeſpiſe it, Were it not for the Torments: 
of Hell ( which are more eaſily conceived by us + 
whilſt we are cloathed with fleſh,than Celeſtial Joys, 
and therciore more ſtrongly aftect us)-Heaven would 


. be neglected, and be as 'empty of Saints as'tis full 


of Gloxy. Toawaken us out. of the deep 


. of ſenſual Luſts, the moſt pleaſant Muſick is inet- 


tectual,nothing leſs is requiſite than cutting and ſca- 
rifying. S b1c:g hg we 
And not only thoſe that begin, and firſt.enter.in / 

the ways of Godlineſs, but thoſe who are advanc'd 

in Chriſtianity. have need of this Bridle, For there 

are ſome temptations wherein the Fleth aſſaults the 
Spirit with that violence, that Love it ſelf is obliged 
to 


_ 
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.- = T F \ : - 


inthe Cenfrivance of Man's Redemption. 


to repreſs its ;ord/nate motions, *Tis only in Heaven 
chat perfe& Love will conſume all concupiſcence, 
and caſt out fear of Judgment : bur whilſt we are 
encompaſt with temptations, we muſt not think- un- 
dr the pretext of amore raiſed Spirituality, that 
the fear of Hell is either unbecoming or unneceſſa- 

. 'Tis notunworthy a Child of God to employ 
al the Motives of the Goſpel. We are commanded to 


work out "our own Salvation with fear and trembling, Phil. 2.12 


. But the opening of Hell to our view is not ſufficient 
* lone to make us Holy. For the ſtrongeſt terrors 
although they reſtrain from the outward- forbidden 
at, yet they donot change the Heart. A 

to that of St. Auſtin, Inaniter ſe vittorem putet efſe 
 peccati, qui pene' timore non peccat;, quia etft non im- 
pletur foris negotium male cupiditatis, ipſa tamen cu- 
piditas intus e# hoſtis 5 That is, the fear of Puniſh- 
ment can'never make'us truly victorious over fin, be- 
cauſe although we do not actually accompliſh the de- 


fires of ' the corrupt Will,yet the corrupt Will .is (tilt | 


an enemy that lives within, and isonly deſtroyed by 
the love of Holineſs, which alluresus by the excel. 
lent Reward that- is promiſed to'it, Beſides, Fear 
is2 violent Paſſion to which Nature is repugnant, 
f that although its ___ is great, yet not conſtanc : 
how ſtrong ſoever the force is , by which a ſtone is 
thrown upwards, yet *tis weakned by degrees, and 
| overcome by the natural weight of the Stone, where- 
by it falls to the Centre. So the Humane Nature te- 
fiſts Fear, and leſſens its impetuouſneſs {6 far, that 
frequently it returas to ſenſual Luſts, Therefore, that 
the Law of the- Spirit _— perfect and ſtable; it 
 muſtbe co by the: pes of Heavens: As _ 
Natura 


to call in Fearto its afliſtance, as being more proper 
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The Hurmony of the Divine Attributes, 7 
Natusal,. ſo the Spiritual Life muſt be nouriſht by 
grateful food, tis not preſerv'd with Aloes or Worm- 
woods For this reaſon our-Saviour, - - 

-2. To encourage andraiſe qur Hopes, offers to us 
2 Reward infinitely valuable : for as God is Infinite 
ſuch is the Happineſs he beſtows on his favourites. 
*'Tis deſcribed to us in Scripture under the moſt en- 
amouring repreſentations, as 'aſtate of Peace and 
Love, of Joy and Glory, 

The Prince of Peace reigns in the Hely Fernſalem 
that is above, and preſerves an everlaſting ſerenity | 


 F} = 
— 


T\ 
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and calmneſs. 'Fhe mutinous Spirits that rebell'd; % 
were preſently chaſed from thence, into this lower || 


Region, where they . brought trouble and diforder, 
He maketh; Peace in bis. high Places, The Peace of , | 
Heaven is hike-the Chryſtal. Sea-before the Throne of © 
the Lamb, which no unquict agitation ever troubles. 
. Ag inviolable Love nates alt his Subjects, "n6 di * 
yviſlonor jealouſie diſcompotes their Concord; They © 
_ enjoy. without envy : for infinite Blefſedneſs isnot 
diminiſhed- by ' the number of'rhe poſſeflours. © The 
Inherit axce in light is communicated tall, Alt 
the Angdla are diftinguiſd'd by their ſeveral Orders 


and. Miniſtrations; as Seruphizs, and Cherabims, 


Thrones: and Powers; yet a Chain of Holy Love 
binds all theix affections together.:- And the Saints 
although they ſhine: with daiferent degrees of Glory, 
Y&A8yin a (ork of Muſick: ;: although the voices 
ag diffegent,- /thÞy- make bur one intire harmo® = 
ny. So-Lovethat-ever _ -unices their wills 
in a; delightiyl harmonious Agreement. Althouoh 
therciage milligns of: the Celeſtial Infabitants, yer 
they-81 make. krone Society; \ Love mixingin one 


£/ maſs 


* . from Love,tis impoſſible but they mult feel 


DE a we tr IS ings 


As, Fg on os 


4 wy e hins 4s he 35. En x Joh-3.2+ 


ritual and noble Senſe, that gives the moſt diſtin 
evident diſcovery of its + The vm 
| cpa _ ſees the King in 5 Brant 
fetions of that infinitely Glorious in Bed Ne Na- 
purity, is Sight 
we Bye the moſt ardent Love, by which there Ew 
& intimate and vita! union between the ſoul and its 
z and from hence ſprings perfe&t 


15 an 


ixat hs Hamer: Nene: that 
Jonbanke penilecgr 97 2 


All complaints and Cie, Rev.2 1-4. 
from 


all and ſorrows are for- eyer baniſht 
Heaven, Ifthe Light of the Sun be (o pleaſanc, that 
every morning revives the World, and renders. it 


| '- new tO us, which was buried in the darkneſs of the 


;- how infinitely ant will the Light of 
a Po erica and 9 
| Exgpiency , the beauty of his Holi- 

PEE. Wa is Wiſdom, the greatneſs 

"of his Power, and the KONEs of his Moves - Ou 
inexpreſſibly great is appine(s that proce 

from the aGination of a es} ro when ſuch 

- is. the ws OE of God, 5 his infinite and 

eternal Felicity ariſes from _e -Faaandat himſe Th : 

v 


inthe Contrivance of May's Redemption. 23s 


J 4 aſs.of. of Light, and Glory, all ujocotfercags 


AS « fulne(s It pels all evil Pſal.16. 11, 
mon ke [nor wg? wy 
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The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, | 
The Joy of Heaven is ſofull, and fatisfying, - that 
4 rod years there are but as one day. "Inferiour 
earthly goods preſently loſe the flower of novelty, 
and languiſh in our enjoyment of them: Variety is | 
neceſſary to put an upon our appetites, and ÞF , 
quicken 'our delights ; uſe. they are impertet, } 
and fall ſhort of our expeRation, But the objec of |} 
our Bleſſedneſs is infinitely great, and produces the Þ} . 
ſame pure and perfe& Joy for ever, After the lon , i | 
fruition it never. cloys or ſatiates, but is as v8 
and new as. the firſt mornent. 2 

And' that which is the peculiar Pleaſure of the . "©. 
Redeemed is, that they ſball be with Chriſt, and fee his |} 
Glory, What a marvellous joy will fill our hearts, *F- 
to ſee our Bleſfed Saviour, who ſuffer'd ſo much- for |} 
us on Earth, toteign in Heaven * Here He was in FF 
his enemies hands, there he hath them under.his 
feet. Here He was in the form of .« Servant, there | 
He appears in the forme of God, n'd wich all the 'F_ 
marks of Majeſty, Here He was under the cloud of © 23 


'S 


his Fathers diſpleaſure, there He appears as the } 
_—_—P of his Glory, Here He was 1gnominioufly * Pf 
Crucified, there He is crown'd with Immortal Ho- [ Up 
nour. Now conſidering the ardent AﬀeRions © : 
which the Saints have to their Redeemer, the con-+ | 
templation of him in this glorious ſtate, mult infi- "| 
nitely ravidh their hearts. Eſpecially, if we confider } 
that the exaltation of Chriſt 1s theirs. The Mp Þ} + 
bers triumph when* the Head is crown'd, His ex- Þ} 
cellent Glory reflects a luſtre upon them, and.by the © 
ſight of it, they are chang'd into his Likeneſs, -If Þ} 
the imperfect and dim fight 'of his Divine Vertues Þ 
in the Goſpel, hath a power to change Believers into 

his Image from glory to glory, how much more the Vi. 
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in the Camibeains of Man's 
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| ; Chriſt, and asclear-fighted as any of the A 


, miſtook an Angel for God , and would have adored 


Þ - him, although he did not "appear in his full 

p 4 © The Kingdoms ofthe world with all their ſplendour 
Sl 'n are no more in compare to it, than a dead ſpark $0 
the Sun in its brightneſs. The very Badies of the 
* Sane ſal eral from he Gedve, and beautified 
- .with- cternal Ornaments: They ſhall be Compani- 


Y 
is ſtill undiſcovered. The 


En us, Eye ago ar not ſeen, nor Ear heard, net- 
hath it enter'd into the heart of man to conceive 


| es hath prepered for thoſe that love him. All 


| 


1 Ee Glory, a drop of that vaſt Ocean of delights, 
'F For all that is deſirable in the Creatures, and: is 
'} diſperſt among them, is united in God as the Origi- 

- nal, ia aninfiaic and indeficieat manner, with all 


the P ives that the Creatures have not. Ce- 
. lefbial Bl s as much exceeds our moſt- raiſed 
as God is more glorious in himſelf chan in 


Ddd 2 any 


or {ſweet here, is but a ſhadow of-- 
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- ſion of his unveiled Face £ Our Graces here are but 
We rode den and firſt colours of the Divine 
== that ſhall be-in.its perfetion. We know 
" that when he appears we ſball be like him, for we ſhall * Joh-3-2. 
| rn The ſimilitude between the Saints 
"above and Chriſt is ſo exaR, that if one ſhould en- 
—_—_ =_ of Heaven, and were not 
by the Li of that 'place, he would be 
| It apt to moment ten. orified Saint he meets to be 
— iprage'r: A. St. Fohx the beloved of 


1 Cor,2.9, 
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The Harmay of the Divine Attributes 


any repreſentations made of him by the ſhadows of | 


our eekly Imaginations. There is a greater idi(- 
proportion 


| between the condition of a Saint on Eazth 4 
and in Heaven, than between the Life of an Infant © 


in the Womb, andof the ſame perſon when advanc'd 
to I and attended with the day 1 
are the 


Rom. 8. 195. 4 Nation. St, declares, Now we 


Gel, but it th me ppear whas we hel be. Who 
Irs [#) mm bs 5 
i Roned eas -, op n ; 


Vices £0 the Crown Heaven *: Whochal aw # : 


» the number and meaſure of that Bleſſed- |} 
$* To him n= Ss overcomes, faith our Fo 


Redeemer, 
Rev. 3.21, will Fgrant with me in my Throxe, even as | alſo 


Rev,22-5. 


overcame, am fet down with Father in fe Þ 
Throne, We ens beeak fuck 


Beſides, the Reward as in exceltlency 'tis Divine, 


fo in duration 'tis. perpetual, Heaven is an inhexs. E 
tance as ſafe as greaz Here we are ſubjeet to time, |} 
that carries us and all our goods down its fivite 2 


ſtream, buc there Eternity, that is fixt and 

able, Sour Fears ome: "We ſhall be | 
cure and at no- Perſon. ſhall rake our 
Crown, we ſhall reign for ever andever. 4s Gad's 


Plah 16.11.' right hand ave pleaſores fo #Vermore, that can never 


abate or end : As his Liberal Hand beftows, fo © | 


his Powerful preſerves our Happinefs. The 
Bleſſed ſhall ſing Everlaſting- Hymns of Glory, and 


Songs 


in the Lan- Y 


thou hat laid p fir ſe rhfra thr EC ppdy i. 
the defects of our underſtanding with a a Holby aduu- \ 
ration, that is the oaly meaſure of hoſe things that 
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is the Comrivance of Man's b 

' Songs of thankſgiving to the Great Creatour, Re- 
' Jeemer, and Sancrifier, who harh —_ 
uſed ther Relictey forthe, nad : 
to the ſecure eſffion of ir. 

Now can be 4 more motive to O- 
bedience than Infinite and Eternal Bleſſednefs - 
whar en pretend to onr Aﬀecrions in m_ 
with it7 Canal pl gon 76 e our 
the Body, 7c end Sabkcae; and the. Foys of Hee. 
ver are 

eft and moftcapacious noi wi gym 
ly delights cannor _ be onn feaſes, but the Peace 

God yY 
wk 


_ of Sorrows, ho had 
Rions of all Kinds, and he ou ravi eget xr 


where he heard thofe all expreſſi- 
ons of Humane Words. Now ok a ſerious eſti- 
mate, hedeclares; that the Erernal weight of Glory, 
rnfinitely onthallences- the Light, and os. oo $r0w- 
ble of 1hir Life. Thus from what hath been faid 
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jo the Divine Artribaes; = 
CORCErn the greatneſs of the recompences_hereaf- Þ} . 
ter; yr underſtand how powertul rhey axe to } > 
deter Men from Sin, and to ure'them to Holi- 
neſs. 

2. That theſe objets may be effeual, our Savi- 


our hath clearly revealed them, and given us con- 


vincing evidence, and aſſurance of their reality. 
The Heathens had only ſome glimmerings, and ſuſ- 

picions of a future ſtate: They were doubts 
concerning the Nature of the Soul, whether mortal, 

or incorruptible, wayering between the aſſent and ! 

denial ; and inclining to this, or that part, as Senſe - | 
perſwaded them to themſelves Ce Dao . 

Vid. Apolog. ox Reaſon to acknowledge themſelves Men.  Soera- 
& Phed: tes before his Judges s as one that defired }F 
Daten Immortality;and in his laſtDiſcourſes to his Friends: 
he endeavours to perſwade them, but could not con- * 

quer his own d nor aſſure himſelf, Abi gu | 

E190 ra pefies end _ OI ba hana yg wage ; 
tyg107 the Hell w t was 4 
in gw7g* up of ſuch ridiculous and 7 cen ; 
SS could only affe& Children, who were ye $4 oe : 
rranſire va- the uſcof Reaſon. And their apprehenſions 


dum to: of Happineſs in the next Life, were ſo ' 
miliscymbi, that what the Philoſopher ſaid in . greral of Hope, 


Nee pert that 'tis the er Men, is more | 
w_—_ * ble to the Ho eathens, .in reſpect 
; ol cu the future r A 6 9s as the illuſions - * a 


ream-haye many times a real SubjeQ, butenviron'd 
with ſo many fantaſtick. Imaginations, as ſpoils all | 

| theproportions of it ; ſo their Opinion had a foun- 
_ dation in Truth, but was mixt with many Errours , 
inconſiſtent with perfect felicity. And as the plea- 
ſure ofa Dream is ſlight and vaniſhing, fothe uncer- - 
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 Andour Saviout 
to light. He hath Froruns. pow nature and quality 2 Tim.1.10» 


in the 


qualification to Men for Heayen. The 
were in « confultd labyrinch, Light, 


BY a6. Butthe Lord Chriſt hath inſtructed the World 


concerning thoſe inviſible future Reco » He 
hath expreſly threaten'd what-ever is to be feared by 
Man, as a rational or ſenſible Creature, the Worn 
that never dies,and the Fire that ſhall never be quencht, 
in caſe of Diſobedience, and he hath promiſed what- 
everis tb be hoped for, in caſe of Obedience, The 


Wrath of God is revealed from Heaven, in the Goſ- Rom. 1-18. 


I, again#t all 'neſs, and unrighteouſneſs of Men. 
Find Sur Saviour Lach doowife The and Demrraer 


of Ecernal Life: that it conſiſts in the moſt perfet 
as of our raiſed and moſt receptive Faculties, upon 
the moſt excellent objets. That it contains per- 
fe&t Holineſs and pure Felicity, being for ever diſtant 


_ from the infirmities and defilements of our mortal 


ſtate. He hath revealed as the quality, fo the ex- 


tent of it, _— to the Body as well as the Soul.. 


Whereas the Philoſophers of all ſorts, the Aces: 


demicks, Stoicks, Peripateticks,Epicureans, labouring 
with all-the- force of their underſtanding, formed a 
Felicity according to their Fancies, which was either 
wholly Senſual, - or ele but for half of man: _ 
| - 0 
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Qrineby his own Examplezri 


2 ing to his Apoitles cr immortality, - 3 
and vidibly | abofon them to Heaven. Since © 


"d with 


from the Grayc,and : 


of the ReſurreRion, and conſeq 


> 


there is nv greater Paradox to Reaſon than the Re- IN 
furxeion, which ſcem'd utterly incredible to men, : 


from Heaven to be the Son 
powerkul Act, declared the 
tend Men 


Death ; Therefore a 


| ſhallat- © 
full and perfect 


World wich the forty 
but now commundeth all 


; breanfs he bath epgvieed © 
the World in _ 


; htcouſueſs, 5 
woof bo bark Þ 


aſſent.is due to bis Teſtimony. Hell with all its © 
Dreadand Terror is nyt a Picture drawn 


| | fa 
to affright the World, but is zeveal'd_ by kim, whoſe . 


Wards ſball remain when Heaven 
away. The Heavenly Glories 


and Earth ſhall paſt 


are nat the Viſions of 
a contemplative perſon that-have no exiſtence, but + 


are 


; are great Realities, him who as he died 
2 ſe, ſo he role to che Truth of then, 
" 'Andto theſe Great Things, that are ſeparate 
; and diſtant from this preſent ſtate; nearer to'us ; He 
ſometimes cauſes Hel to riſe up from beneath and flath 
. in the face of ſecure Pi ah that they may break 
off their Sins by Repencance:- and ſometimes he 
opens Heaven from above, the Paradiſe of true de- 
4 lights and ſends down of the precious figus: os the 
= _ Sun, of the precious things of emo os 
4F fcemeh of their Beauty, and E teof cles 
| we may forever abhor the pleaſures ofSin. 
| oe the Goſpel. i bens Gol = age per Rag 
E inits T a in- 
5 TT) $ have been converted .from Sin to 
= meme Earth to Heaven, from Vanity to 
pom 


- Love is a prevalent affection, ſtronger than 
Death; ind Kindneſs is the greateſt endearment of 
\ Love. Now the Lord Jeſus ſuch. admirable 
Love to us, that being duly confidered, it cannot 
(but i us with Love to hi again, and with a 
defre-to-pleaſe himiin all thin - Hede- 

from Heaven to Earth, and delivered him- 

ſelf to a ſhameful Death, that reyes mma 


works, And what 
- 1s more powerful to cauſe in usa ſerious hatred of 
0 - A Slibe the C ES of what Chriſt hath 
ſuffer'd to free us from the puniſhment and power of 

' it:-Ifa Man for his rs were condemned to the 
: Gallyes, and a Friend of his who had been extremely 
IF  injur'd by him, ſhould ranſom him by a great ſum, 
-when the guilty perſon is po d to liberty, will he 

Ee 


not * 


in the Contrivance of | Man Redemption. + 


. from all <tr ot and purifie unto himſelf a" peculiar Tit-2.14. 
B good 
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© hs Ba of the Divtte Mtridaees © T 
notbluſh for ſhame at the mentvry of what he hath 'Þ 
done ? Roth abdarde Fils Friend —_ - '" 
fer for him the pains and infamy of his flavery; if * 


any ſpark of H 


fruſtrate the great 


Ergo ve dignum gere tali pretio, ne 
ve nat Chriftus qui te mungavit, qui. te 
redemit, & fite in peceato Ivenerits 
dicat tibi, que ntilitas itt ſanguine 
meo ? quid profect1ibi dzm deſcends 
71 corruptionem ?- Armab.. de yp. a 
P 3» 


umanity 
? delight himſelf in thoſe ARions, which made ſuch a. 
. benefit neceſſary to him * And is it pbſible fora _ 
| Chriſtian to es in thoſe Sins for which Chriſt died 2- © 
Will not Love cauſe an humble Fear, left -he ſhould. - 
Deſign, and make void the moſt 
bleſſed effect of his terrible Sufferings *- why did he- | 
Redecm us with ſo excellent a price, -from our cruel: | 
| Luk. 1-74- Bondage, but to reſtore us to his free ſervice © why: © 
E did he vindicate us from the power-of the rw > 
: | to- whom we were captives, but to make us Z 
to.our Natural Prince * Why-did he-purifie us Sigh 


remain in him, can he ever 


his moſt precious- Blood from: - 
our deadly Defilements, -but- | 


that we might-be inticely con- | 


ſcerated to. his Glary, dl 
fervent in good works * What: © i 
car work upon an 'inge-- : 
pious Perſon. more than ſenſe , 
of Kindneſs * What can -ob-- : 


lige-moxe ſtrongly to duty than Gratieude * What © 
lige. powerful Sting to Obedinnce than Love ?: 
This pure Love confirms the Gloeificd Saints for ever 
in Holineſs. For they arenot Holy to obtain Hea- 
ven, becauſe they are. poſſeſt of it ; nor. to prefarve- 
their Bleſſedneſs, becauſe, they, are paſt all hazard; 


of laſing it , bur from the lively and perma-- 
nent ſenſe of their ations : becauſe rv. have ** 
obtained that incom le Felicity, by a Gift never . 


to be reverſt, and by a Mercy tranſcendently great, 
And the ſameLove toGod that is in the Saints above- 


in _ 


m the higheſt degree of 


"The Compleatneff of owr Recovery by Teſwes Ge He 
| Jin, 
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perfection, and makesthem 
ever to Glonfic him, will p ianably to our 
in this life cauſe us to.obſerve his Commands 


- with delight and conſtancy. .., A true Chriſtian is 


moved by Fear,more by Hope,moſt by Love. 


= — 


CHAP. KXIX 


frees us from. the Power as well as Guilt Sin 
. is the Diſeaſe and Wound of the Soul: the meer Par- 
don of it cannot make us happy. | Sanitification equals 
if not excels Fuſtification. It qualifies us for the en- 
joyment of God, Saving Grace doth not encourage 
the Prattice of fin. The Þ iſe of Pardon and He «- 
ven are conditional. To abuſe the Mercy of the Goſ- 
| pel, is diſbomarable to God, and pernicious to Man. 
The excellency of the Chriſtian Religion diſcovered 
from its defign and effei#. The defignis to purge Men 
from Sin, and conform them to God's Holineſs ac- 
cording to their capacity. This gives it the moſt viſible 
preheminence above other Religjons. The admirable 
 effeit of the Goſpel in the primitive Chriflians: An 
earneſt Exhort ation to lrve according to the air" of 
our 


the Goſpel,and the great Oblig ations our Saviour hath 
| laid on ws, © : . | | 
1. T7Rom hence we may di the Perfection and 


leatnefs of the Redemprion, that our 
Saviour aſed for us. He fully repairs what ;c...,;. 


was tuiw'd by the Fall, He was called” Feſius, be- 


cauſe He ſhould ſave his People from their Sihs. © He 


ec 2 recon. 
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reconciles them to'God,. and redeems mg (= their © ; 


vain converſation. He came by Water and Blood, to 


ſignifie the accompliſhment of what was repreſented_ 


by the Ceremonial Purification, and the Blood of the 
Saerifices.; Satisfaction and Sanctification are found 
in Him. And this was not a needleſs Compaſſion, 
but abſolutely requiſite ingorder to our Felicity, 
Man in his guilty, corrupt ſtate may be compar'd to 
2 condemn'd Malefaor, infected with noiſom and 
painful wounds and diſeaſes, and wants the Grace 
of the Pfince to pardon him, and Sovereign Remes 


dies to heal him. Suppoli the Sentence were re- ; 


verſt, yet he cannot enjoy his Life, till he.is reſtor'd 
to health. Thus the Sinner is under the condem- 
nation of the Law, .and under many ſpiritual, pow- 


erful Diſtempers, that, make him truly miſerable. 


His irregular Paſſions are ſo many ſorts of Diſeaſes, 
not only contzxary to Health but tro one another, 


that continually - torment him, He feels all the © 


effedts of Sickneſs. Heis inflam'd by his Luſts, and ** 
made reſtleſs, being without power to accompliſh: or- * 


to reſtrain them. All his Faculties are diſabled for 


the Spiritual Life, that is only worthy of his Nature, + ; 


and whoſe operations are .mixt with fincere and 


laſting Pleaſure. _ Sin as 'tis the Diſcaſe; ſo 'ris the . : 


Wound of the Soul, -andattended: with all the evils 
of thoſe that are moſt: terrible, The whole head 
fick, the whole heart i faint, from the ſole of the faot, 


even tothe head, there is no ſoundeſs init, but vyounds, ' 


and bruiſes, and putrifying ſores. Now aur Redeemer 
as he hath Fer 97 fall Remiſfion. of our Sins, ſo 


he reſtores Holineſs to-us, the true health and vi- 
reg” the Soul. He: hath made a Plaiſter of his 
ving Fleſh, mixt with. his Tears and Blood, _—_ 

vine 


* 
- 


| is the onirivance of Men's Redempins 
divine and 


Ingredients to heal our Wounds. 
gc y Spirit ym a: thar we may 
EN an Oo aifs pie "rhy Conſdinne fon 
us, o e cience from 

- dead works, that we may ſerve the Living Lon 
| Without this the bare exemption from Puniſhment; 
were not ſufficient to make us happy : For although 
the guilty Conſcience were ſecure from Wrath to 
come, yet thoſe fierce unruly Paſſions, the gene- 
ration of Vipers that lodg in the breaſt of the Sinner, 
* would cauſe areal Hell. Till theſe are mortified 
' there can be no eaſe nor reſt. Beſides, Sin is the 
true diſhonour of Mans Nature, that degrades him 
from his excellency, and:changes him into a Beaſt or 
a Devil.. So that to have @ licence #» wallowirs the 
. mire;. to live in the raQtice of Sin, that deffles and 
debaſes. him,. were rable Priviledg.. The Scri- 
ture therefore repreſents the curing of our corrupt 
Inclinations, and the cleanſing of us from our Pol- 
Jutions, -to be the eminent effe&t and bleſſed work of 
Saving Mercy. Accordingly St. Petey tells the Fews, . 


897 


that God having raiſed up his Son Jeſu, ſent him to\ 1.26. 


bleſs -you, in turning away. ev rom his 
Tn: that i is, Chrill 3 in hiz.glox glorined Tae gives 
the Spirie of Holinefs to work 2 ſincere thorough 
ein men, from all prefumptuous reigning Sins 
1,944 28H) Holineſs, An unvaluable benefit, that- 
equals:if not excels our Juſtification. *For as the 
evil of Sin is im-its own nature worſe thanthe evil of 
' Puniſhment, ſo the freeing» us from its ' dominion 
is agreater Bleſſing than meer impunity. The Son- 
of God for a re was made ſubje: too Miſeriesy 
not to our Sins.. He deveſted himſelf of his Glory,- 
rot. of: Holineſs. And the Apoſtle in the extaſie of 
"_ 
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his affeRion deſired tobe made unhappy $orthe Sal- 
vation of the Fews, not to be unholy, Beſides, the 
exd is more noble than the means : Now Jeſus Chriſt " 
our Pardon, that we might be reſtored to '}F 
our forfeited Holineſs. He ranſomed us by his Death, - © 
that he might bleſs us by his Reſurretion. He \ m2 2 
himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from all ini- | 
quity, and to purific to himſelf a peculiar jou, zealous 
works, *anctification is the laſt exd of all he * 
.did and ſuffered for us.  - 
«Holineſs is the chiefeſt excellency of Man, his FF 
higheſt advantage above inferiour Beings. *Tisthe "FF 
an Ajay Beauty of the Soul, the refemblance of An- 
gels, the Image of God Himſelf. . In this the per-* 
eQtion of the reaſonable Nature truly conſiſts, and © 
Glory naturally reſults from it. As a Diamond,” © 
when its earthy and colourleſs pts are taken away; = 
is freed” 
from its Impurities, and all terrene- Aﬀections, it © 
will a with a Divine Brightneſs. - The Church © 
*ſball then be gloriows, when cleanſed from eve ſpot, | 
and made compleat in Holineſs. To this I will only: 
add, that without Holineſs we cannot ſee Gad, that is, 
delightfully enjoy Him. Suppoſe the Law were * 
diſpenſt with, that forbids any unclean perſon to 
enter into the Holy Feruſalem, the place cannot 
make him happy. For Happineſs confiſts in the' 


v7 


- Fruition of an object that is ſable & ſatisfying to' } * 


.ourdefires. The Holy God cannot be qur Felicity, 
without -our partaking of his Nature; Impured 
Righteouſneſs frees us from Hell, inherent makes 
us:fit for, Heaven. The ſum is, Jeſus Chriſt that 
ke might"be a perfect Saviour, ſantifies all whom 
He juſtifies z for otherwiſe we could not be totally 
exempted 
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fram ſuffering evil, nor capable of en- 
joying the ſupreme Good, we could not be happy 


2, From hence it appears,'that Saving Grace 
wes no encquragement to the practice of Sin. For 
e pripcipal aim of our Redeemers Love in dying 

for us, was to ſaniTific and cleanſe us, by the waſhing 
of water and the Word. And accordingly all the 

Promiſes of Pardon and Salvation are conditional, 

The holy Mercy of the Goſpel offers Forgiveneſs 
only to Penitent Believers, that -return. from: 
Sin to Obedience : We are commanded to repent and be 


them who by patient continuance in well- doing, ſeek for Rom-2.7, 
glory, and FA wo aud immortality, eternal ie There 
cannot be the leaſt-ground of a rational juſt Hope in 

perſon without Holineſs.. IWhoever hath this-1John 3:2e- - 


any 

hope in him; pee Tee even 4s he is pure. By 
which it appears, . that the genuine and proper uſe 
ye are to make of the ing great, and precious 


Promiſes is, That by th nr we may bg partakers of the 2Pet.1.4. 
Divine Nature, aud eſcape th: pollution that is in the 


.. world thragh luſt. Yet the corrupt hearts ofmen are- 


ſoſtrongly enclined to their luſts, that they r#r» the 
Grace of God into Wantonneſs.,and make an advantage 
ef Mercy to affit their Security , prefuming uy 8 
with leſs fear and* more licence, upon the account 


of the glorious Revelation of it by eur Redeemer, 


The moſt live as if they might be ſaved without be-- 
ing Saints, and enjoy the Paradife of the Fleſh here,. 
and not be excluded from that of the Spiric here- 
after. But Grace doth not in the leaft degree au- 
thorize- 
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thorize and favour their Luſts, nor rebix the Sinews 4 ; 
* of Obedience , 'tis perfealy innocent of their un- 4 


natural abuſe of it. The Poiſon is not in the Flower, 


but the Spider. Therefore the Apoſtle propounds it © | 


with indignation, Shall we fin that Grace may abound ? 
God forbid, He uſes this form of , to,expreſs 
an extreme abhorrency of a thing that is cither im- + 
ious and diſhonourable to God, or pernicious and 
ructive to Men. As when. he puts the queſtion, 

Is God unjuſt who taketh vengeance © God forbid, *' 


| And is" there iniquity in God ? God forbid, He | 


reje&ts the mention of it with infinite averſation. 
Indeed what greater diſparagement can there be of. - 
the Divine Purity, than to indulge our ſelves in 
Sin upon confidence of an eafie Forgiveneſs : As 
if the Son of God had been conſecrated by ſach ter- _ 
rible Sings to purchaſe and prepare a Pardon 
forthoſe who {in ſecurely « What an unex le 
indignity is it to make a monſtrous alliance 


.-Chriſt and Belial ? 


And this abuſe of Grace is pernicious to men : if 


the Antidote be. turn'd into Polſon, and the R 


cheriſh the Diſeaſe, the caſe is deſperate. The A4po- E 


tle tells us, Thoſ? that do evil that good may come there- 


by, their dammation is ; ao Suppoſe a preſuming | 
Sinner were aſſured, that after he had gratified his - 
carnal vile deſires, he ſhould repent and be pardon'd, 
yet 'twere an unreaſonable defec# of Self-love to dg 
ſo: What Iſraelite was fo fool-hardy as to provoke 
a fiery Serpent tp bite him, though he knew he ſhould | 
be healed by the brazen Serpent * But*tis a degree 
beyond madneſs, for Men to live in a courſe of Sin 
upon the hopes of Salvation; making the Mexcy of 
God to be his bondage, as if he could not be happy 
without 


in the Contrivance of Man's Redemption. 


-without them. An unrenewed Sinner may be the 


objet of Gods Compaſſon, but while he remains 
- fo, he is uncapable of Communion with him here, 


much leſs hereafter. Under the Law the Lepers. 


were excluded the Camp of Iſ-ae/, where the pre- 
ſence of God was in a ſpecial manner ; much more 
ſhall thoſe who are cover'd with moral! Polluticns, 
be kept out from the habitation. of his Holineſs. 
'Tis a mortal Delufion for any to pretend that elec#- 
ing Mercy will bring them to Glory, or that the all- 
ſatficient Sacrifice of Chriſt will atone God's dif. 

leaſure towards them, although they indulge them- 
elves ina courſe of Sin, The Book of Life is ſe- 
cret, only the Lamb with whoſe Blood the names of 
. the Ele& are written there, 'c41» op2# the Job of it. 
- But the Goſpe/ that is a lower Book of Lite, tells us 
the qualifications of thoſe who are veſſels of Mercy, 
they are by Grace prepar'd for Glory, and that there 
can be no benefit by the Death of Chriſt with- 
out conformity to his Lite, Thoſe who abuſe Mer- 
cy now,; thall have Juſtice for ever. 

3. From hence we may diſcover the peculiar ex- 
cellency of the Chriſtian Religion, above all other 
Inſtitutions z and that in reſpe& of its Deſign and 
effet. The whole Deſign of the Goſpel is expreſt in 
the words of Chriſt from Heaven to Pas/, when he 
ſent him to the Gentiles, To open their eyes, and to 
turnthem from darkneſs to light, and from the power 
of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveneſs 0 
ſins, and inheritance among them that are ſanitified FA 
Faith in Chriſt. One great End of ir is to take awa 
all the filchineſs and malignity wherewith Sin bach 
infe&ed the world, and to cauſe -in men a real con- 
formity to Gods Holineſs, according to their capa- 

Wo 4 / _ city, 
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city: As theReward it promiſes is not an earthly 
Happineſs, ſuch as we enjoy here, but Celeſtial, ſo 
the Holineſs it requires, 1s not an ordinary natural 
Perfeftion, which Men honour with the title of . 
Vertue, but an Azgelical Divine quality that fand#s- 


fies us throughout in Spirit, Soul and Body, that 


cleanſes the Thoughts and Aﬀections, and expreſſes 
itſelf in a courſe of univerſal Obedience to Gods 
Will. Indeed there are other things that commend 
the Goſpel to any, that with judgment compares it 
with other Religions. The heigrth of its Myſteries 
which are ſo ſacred and venerable, that upon the 
diſcovery, they affe&t with reverence and admira- 
tion, Whereas the Religion of the Gentiles was 
built on *Follies and Fables. - Their moſt ſolemn 
Myſteries to which they were admitted after ſo long 
a circuit of Ceremonies and great preparations, 
contain'd nothing but a prodigious mixture of Va- 
nity and Impiety, worthy to be conceal'd in eyer- 
laſting darkneſs. Beſides, the confirmation of the 
Goſpel by Miracles doth authorize it aboye all h«- 
mane Inſtitutions. And the glorious eternal Re- 
ward of it infinitely exceeds whatever is propounded 
by them. But that which gives it the moſt viſible 
preheminence, is, That #t is « Doitrine according to 
godlineſs, The End is the charadey of its nature, The 
whole contexture and harmony of its Dodrines, 
Precepts, Promiſes, Threatnings is for the exalta- 
tion of Godlineſs. The ebjeQs of Faith revealed 
are not meerly ſpeculative, to be conceived and be- 
lieved only as true, or to begaz'd on in an Ex- 
tafie of Wonder, but are Myſteries of Gedlineſs, that 
have a powerful influence upon practice, The De- 
ſign of God in the publication of them, is not only 
to enlighten the Mind, but to warm the Heart, and 

: purifie 


in the Contrivance of Man's Redemption, 
purifie the Aﬀections, God diſcovers his 'Nature 
that we may imitate Him, and his Works that we 
may glorifie Him. All the Preccpts of the Gol; 
are to embrace Chriſt by a lively. Faith, to ſeek tor 
Righteouſneſs and Holmeſs in Him; to live Godly, 
Righteoufly, and Soberly in this preſent world. 
When our Saviour was un the Earth, the End of his 
Sermons, as appears in the Goſpel, was to regu- 
late the lives-of Men, to correct their vicious Paſli- 
ons rather than-to explicate the greateſt Myſteries, 
Other Religions oblige their Diſciples either to ſome 
external ations, that haye no more! worthein them, 
ſo that *ris impoſſible for any one that is guided by 
Reaſon to be taken with ſuch vanities. Or they 
require things :»commedious and burthenſome. The 
Prieſts of Baal cut themſelves. And among the 
Chineſes, though in great reputation for wiſdome, 
their Pexitents expoſe themſelves half naked to the 
injuries of the ſharpeſtWeather,with a double cruelty 
& pleaſure of the Devil, who makes them freez here, 
and expeds they ſhould burn for ever. *Tis not the 
moſt Ttri& obſervance of ſerious Trifles, nor ſub- 
mirting to rigorous Auſterities that ennobles the hu» 
mane nature, and commends us to God. The moſt 
zealous performers of thi indifferent, and that 
chaſtiſe hemſclves with : bloody Diſcipline, labour 
for nothing, and may paſs to Hell h Parga- 
tory, But the Religion of Chriſtreforms the Under- 
ſtanding and Will, and all the aQtions ge. 
on them, Tt chaſes away Errour, and Vice, a 
Hatred, and ſheds abroad Light and Love, Purity 
and Peace ; and forms on Earth a lively repreſenta- 
tion of that pure Society that is in Heaven, The 


End of it is to render men. /:ke the Angels in Holine's, USA ics” 
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that they may be ſo in Blefſedneſs. This will render 
it amiable to all that conſider it without Paſſion. 
And 'tis worthy of obſervation, that although many 
Heathens and Hereticks have contradicted other 
parts of the Chriſtian Religign , yet none have dar'd 
openly to condemn the Moral part of it. 

The Ef of the Goſpel hath been anſwerable to 
the Deſign. One main difference between the o/d and 
»ew Law,.is, that the o/d gave the knowledg of Rules 
without power to obſerve them ;. the zew that is at- 
tended with the Grace of Chriſt enables us by a holy. 
Love to-perform that,which the other made men only 
to underitand.Of this we have the moſt ſenfible Evi- 
dence in the Primitive Church, that was produc'd 
by the firſ# beams of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, & had 
received the firſt fruits of the Spirit. Whatis more 
wonderful and worthy of God, than that perfe& 
Love, which made all the firſt Believers to bave one 
Heart and one Soul * What greater contempt of the 
World can be imagined, than the voluntary parting 
with all their Goods in-conſecrating them to God for 
the relief of the Poor * And the Churches of the 
Gentiles, while the Blood of Chriſt was warm, and 
His Aions freſh in the memories of men, were ex- 
emplary in Holineſs, They were as Stars ſhining in « 
perverſe generation, There was ſuch a brightneſs in 
their Converſations, that it pierc'd through the 
darkneſs of Paganiſye, and made a vilible difterence 
between them *and all others. Their words and 
ations were ſo full of zeal for the Glory of God; of 
Chaſtity, Temperance, Juſtice, Charity, that the 
Heathens from the Holineſs of their lives concluded 
the Holineſs of their Law, and that the Doctrine 
that produc'd ſuch fruits could not be evil. The 
| ficſt 
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firſt light that diſcovered the Truth of the Chriſtian | 
Faith to many, was from the Graces and Yertues 

that appear'd in the Faithful. The Purity of their 

Lives, their Courage in Death, were as powerful 

to convert the World, as their Sermons, Diſputa- Yid. Chry- 
tions and Miracles. And thoſe who were under ſuch folt.in Ho- 
ſtrong prejudices, thar. they would not.examine the 6: in 
Doctrine of the Goſpel, yer they could nor bur ad- &EP'% 44 
mite the Integrity and Innocency, that was viſible Ol 
in the converſation ot Chriſtians. They eſteem d 
their perſons from the good qualities that were vi- 
ſible in. them, when they hated the Chriftian name 
for the-conceal'd evil they unreaſonably ſuſpeRed to- 
be under it, This TertuWian. excellently repreſents 
in. his Apology. The moſt part are ſo- prejudic'd a- 
= the Name, and are poſleſt with ſuch a blind 

atred to it, that they make it a matter of reproach þ,,,, y;- 
even to thoſe whom they otherwiſe eſteem'd. Cai, Caius Scjus, 
they ſay, is a good man, he hath no fault,. but that fi Chrilti- 
he is a Chriftian, Thus the excellent Holineſs of the 40us- 
Profeſſors of: the Goſpel forc'd a. veneration from 


their Enemies. 
Bur we are fallen from Heaven, and mixt with the 


duſt, Our converſation hath wo, | ar in- 

Holineſs to- diſtinguiſh us from the World. The ſame 

corrupt Paſſions reign in Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, ; 

aSin thoſe who are ſtrangers from. the Sacred Cove- 

nant, If wecompare our ſelves with the Primitive 

. Church, we-muſt confeſs our. unworthineſs to be 

call'd- their- ſucceſſors.. Sixteen hundred years are 

run-out fince the: Son of God came down to ſancifie 

and ſave the. World, which are. ſo.many degrees, 

whereby we are deſcended from the firſt Perfection, 

We are more diſtant from them. in Holineſs than in ; 

Time, So univerſal and greatis the Corruption, that 
| .* __ 
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'tis almoſt as difficult to revive the dying Faith . 
of Chriſtians, and to reform their Lives according 
to the purity of their Profeſſion, as the Converſion 
of the World was from Heatheniſm to Chriftianity. 
'Tis true, In every Age there are ſome Examples 
of the Vertue of, the Goſpel, that refle& an honour 
upon it. And this lat Age, which we may call 
Winter of the World, in which the Holy Spirit 
hath foretold, That the love of _—_— grow cold, by 
a marvellous Antiperiſtaſis hath inflam'd the hearts of 
ſome excellent Saints towards God and Religion, 
But the great number of the wicked, and the 
progreſs of Sin in their Lives, there is no meaſure of 
Tears ſufficient to lament. "i 
Fourthly, I ſhall preſs Chriſtians towalk xs becomes 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, anfwerably to the Holineſs and 
Purity of that Divine Inſtitution, and to thoſe great 
and ſtrict Obligations it laies upon us. The Goſpel 
cequires-an entire Holineſs in all our Faculties, an 
equal reſpe& to all our Duties: We are commanded 
to cleanſe our ſelves from all pollutions of fleſh and ſpirit, 
to be holy in all manner of converſation. We are en- 
join'd be rfeting Holineſs in the fear of God. To 
be holy, as He that hath called ws is Holy, A certain 
a GA of Faith, and Love, and Obedience, a me- 
diocrity in Vertue, we muſt not content our ſelyes 
with. *Tis not a counſel of PerfeQtion given only 
to ſome Chriſtiens of a peculiar order md Geretag, 
But the command of a Law that without exception 
binds all, Be perfei? as your Heavenly Father is per- 
fe. The Goſpel gives no Diſpenſation to any Per. 
ſon, nor in any Duty, The Dodrine that afferts 
there are ſome excellent works to which the lower 
ſort of Chriſtians is not obliged, is equally perni. 
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cions,bath to thoſe who do them by Preſumption, as 
if they were not due, and were therefore meritorione; 
and to thoſe who negle&t them, by a blind Security, 
asif they might be ſaved, without ſtriving to reach 
the higheſt degrees of Obedience. *Tis a weak pre- 
tence, that becauſe the conſummate meaſure of San- 
Rification - can only be attained in the next life, 
therefore we ſhould not endeavour after it here. For 
by w_ and _—_ endeavours ww make m__ 
approaches to it, and according to the degrees 0 
our progreſs, ſuch are thoſe of our joy. As Nature 
hath preſcribed to all heavy B6dies their going to the 
Centre, and although none comes to it, and many 
are at a great diſtance from it, yet che ordination of 
Nature is not in vain : Becauſe by virtue of it,every 
heavy Body is alwaies tending thither in motion or 
inclination. So although we cannot reach to com- 
pleat Holineſs in this imperfe& Rate, yet 'tis noc in 
vain that the Goſpel preſcribes it, and infuſcs into 
Chriſtians thoſe dilpolitions whereby they are gre- 
carried to the full accompliſhment of it. Not 
to arrive to PerfeQion is the weakneſs of the Fleſh, 
notto aſpire after ir is the faultof the Spirit. To 
excite us, it will be of moment to conſider the great 
- Obligations that the Goſpel laies upon Chriſtians to 
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be holy. By that Covenant the Holy God is pleaſed ; Joh.z.r. _ 


to take theminto the Relation of his Children ; and 
as the nature of Sandification, ſo the motives of it 
are contained in that Title. For ſo near an Alliance 
obliges them to a faithful obſervation of his Com- 
mands, and to imitate him with the greateſt cace, 
that the Vein of his Spirit, and the Marks of his 
Blood may appear in all theirations. Whoſoever is 


bor of God doth not commit ſin : The allowed —_—_ Joh.3-9. 
0 
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of it is inconſiſtent with the quality of a Son. of Gad,_ 
*tis contrary to the Grace of his Divine Birth, Nay, 
the omiſſion of Good, as well as the-commiſhon of 
Bvil is inconſiſtent with that Relation, "Tis for-this 
reaſon, that Holineſs is ſo 'much the charader of a 


true Chriſtian, that to be a Chriſtian and a Saint are 


the ſame thing in the Writings of the Apoſtles. That 
venerable Title obliges him toa higher praQtice of 
Vertue, than ever the Pagens imagined, He is far 
behind chem, if he do not ſurpaſs them, and if heis 
ſurpaſſed by them, he will be cloathed with ſh ame, 
Belides, our Redeemer who hath a right to us by ſo 
many titles, by his Divine and Humane Nature, by 
his Life and Death, by his Glory and Sufferings, as 
He ſtrily commands us to be holy, ſo he bath joyn- 
ed Example to his Authority, That we may walk as 
he walk'd, and be as he was in the world, St; Paul 
makes uſe of this conſideration, to reſtrain the Diſci- 
ples of Chriſt from all Sin, and to perſwade them to 
univerſal Holineſs. After he had mentioned the 
diſorders of the Gertiles, todeter the Epheſians fram 
thelike he tells them, But y- have mt ſo learned Chriſt, 
that is, his rule and practice inſtructed them other- 
wiſe. And when he commands the Romans, To walk 
honeſtly as in the day, net in rioting and drunkenneſs, 
not in chambering and wantonneſs, not in ſtrife and 
.emvyings he oppoles to all theſe vices, the pattern 
that Chriſt ſet before us, Bur put ye on the Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, The expreſſion intimates the Duty, that as 
the Garment is commenſurate to the Body, ſo we are 
to imitate all the parts of his Holy Convesſation, 
'Tis no wonder that the Heathens gratified the 
inclinations of Luſt or Rage, when their Gods were 
repreſented ating in ſuch a manner, as to autho- 
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riſe their Vices. Semin pene omnium ſcelerum, & Diis 


ſuis peccantium turbs collegit, as Fulins Fi ” 77) | juſtly . 
oaches them, .T nc 


- toxions ſoever, but had ſome Deity for its Protector, 
They found in Heaven a Juſtification of all their 


crimes, and became vicious by imitation. _ | For 'tis Deorum cal- 
very.congruous for men to follow thoſe whom they # es bonieſe 
ngn poſſint z 
ab ipfis enim 
God, the Judg of the World, Vices as Venues, _—_— i. 
What Yertues will there be to rewatd, .or Vices to jutitiam. 
puniſh in Men *. But for thoſe that name the Name of Lactan, 


eſteem to' be perfe&t, and to whom they think them- 
ſelves accountable. If they attribute to their Supreme 


Chriſt to continue in iniquity, is the moſt unbecomin 

thing in the world. For they live in the peric& con* 
tradiction of their Profeſſion. An unholy Chriſtian 
. is. real Apoſtate from Chriſt, that retracts by his 
wickedneſs -the Dedication that was made of him in 
his Baptiſm. _ Although he doth nor abjure our Sa- 
viourin words, he Nenies him in his works. : A proud 
perſon renounces his Humility, the revengtul his 
Mercy, the luke-warm his Zeal, the unclean his 
* Purity, the covetous. his. Bounty and Compaſſion, the 
hypocrite his Sincerity. And can there be any thing 
more indecent and abſurd, than to pretend the rela- 
«tion and reſpe& of Diſciples to ſuch an holy Maſter, 
and yet by Diſobedience to deny him 2 When the 
bloody, Spectacles of the Gladiators were firſt brought 
to: Athens, a Wile 'man cned out to the Maſters of 
.the Prizes, That they ſhould remove. the Statue and 
Altar of Mercy out of the City, there being ſuch an 
-incongruity between the Goddeſs they pretended to 
'worſhip, and that cruel Sacrifice of Men for the ſport 
of the People... It were more ſuitable for thoſe who 
are not afraid to violate the moft Holy Laws, and to 
Og g Contra- 
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contradi the Pattern of Chriſt; to leave their Pro- 
* Feffion, ati toritkeſome other more ne 

their Lots, ''*Tis notthe" Title of @Chriſtian thar 
ſan@tifies thoſe who pollute and defame ir. *Tis:wor 
weating the Livery of Chriſt that-can honour thoſe 
who'ſtain it by their filthineſs ; but 'tis an -apgru- 
' vation of their guilt, Tis an unconeeiyable in- 
'- dignity toour Saviour, and revives the-/old- catum- 
Celſs, Z'fi- tes of the Heathens, as # the 'Goſpelwere a SanCtu- 
we ary for' Criminals, when thoſe that call him Lord, 
ao'not what he commands them, I know, aith Chriſt, 
the blaſphemy of them that ſay, they are Fews and are 
RCV. 2-9- got, but are the Synagogue of Satan. Thoſe thatown | 

the Profeffion of Chrrttianity, 'and: live in unchriſti- 
an Pradtices, are baptifed Pagars, and m effe& 
revile our Bleffed Redeemer, as if He had pro-, 
claim'd a licentious impunity for Sinners. Such 
Wretches \may deceive themſtlyes with a' pretence 
they belicve in Clvift, and thar'viſibly they Ueclare 
their dependence on him; but this pretence/will be-#s 
__. unprofitableas'tis vam.” Tis not the calling him Lord, 
EN that will give themutlmiſſion into the kingdom of heaven. 
The naked name of a'Chriſtian 'carmot protect them 
fromthe wrath of God. Tertwilran fmartly"-wpbraids 
Lib.de Pen. fqrnein his time who were careleſs of the Dignity & 
Purity of the Chriſtian Profeſſion in their Lives, ima-- 
gining that they might reverence God in theirhearts, 
without regarding him 'in their ations : thaechey 
might Salvo meta & fide precare, Sm without loſing 
their fear of God, and their Faith : "To refute this 
groſs contradiftion, he propounds it in 'a fenfible 
example, Hoc eſt ſalva caftitate matrimonium wviotave, 
ſatu pietate, parenty venenum temperare, This is the 
ſame thing as to violate the Fidelity of Marviage, 
| without 


withour! the wounging-of Chaſtity,, os to: poiſdnc a, 
Pazent without failing-izethe duty! that. is owing; to 
them. | And to expreſs; his indignation, he tells 
them, Sic ergo > ipft ſalve venie im Gehennam de- 
truduntur, dum ſatvo metu peccant. Let-them. ex- 
pe& that God will, caſt them-into Hell, without pre- 
judice to thei Paxdon, as they pretend. to.Sin with- 
out prejudice to the reſpect they bear him, 

To ſum up; a1; Jeſus Chriſt as by his Dodtine 
and Life he cleaxly diſcover'd our Duty, -{o he offers 
tous the Aid of his-Spirit- for our afliftance, by which 
the Commands of the Goſpel are not only le- 
but caſy: And to enforce our obligations he- hath 
threatned ſuch Vengeance to the rebellious, and pro- 
miſed icha Re . to: thoſe that obey the Goſpel, 
that it is impoſſible we ſhould not be deeply affected 
with them, if we ſeriouſly believe them, and He hath 

wen, ſach-evidence of their truth, that tis impoſſi- 

le we. ſhould not believe them, unleſs the. Goo of 
this morld hath blinded: our minds, Tis roattes there- 
fore of juſt aſtoniſhment, | that Chriſtians ſhould not 
expreſs the efficacy of the Goſpel in their actions, 
How can a reaſonable Creature believe that- eternal 
Damnation, ſball be the Puniſhment, of Sin, and-yer 
live in - the: wilful practice of it © The. Hiſtorian 
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ſpeaking of Myſbroms that foratimes prov'd: deadly þ,,.;. 


to whole Families, asks with wonger, What ple 


} 


A” mnpcr intters 


ſure could allure them to eat ſuch doubtful Mear? imere.v rota 
Yet they may be ſo corrected as to become innocent. Comiria, 
But when -'tis certain that the Pleaſures of Sin are 9#< 9»pras 


mortal, Can any one be tempted by thoſe attratives 


tanta tam 
ancipitts 


to venture on that, which will undoubtedly bring .;;; 2 


Death to the Soul « Let Senſe itſelf be Judg, an 
make: the compariſon between whatſoever the pre- 
Ggg 3 ſent 


Hippocrat» 
Sett.7. A- 
phoril. alt. 
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ſent Life can afford for delight inS$in, and what the 
future Death willbring to torment it : Let the Fleſh 
ſee into what torments all its delights ſhall be chan- 
zed, and with what other fire than of impure Luſt 
it ſhall burn for ever. L 
Beſides, We are encouraged to our Duty with the 
aſſurance ofa Happineſs ſo excellent, that not only. 
the enjoyment of it in the next World, but the juſt 
expectation of it here makes us truly bleſſed. 1f the 
Reward were ſmall, or the Promiſe uncertain, there 
might be ſome pretence for our not perfontyng the: 
Conditions to obtain it: but when the one is infloite- 
ly great, and the other as true as the God of truth 


- what more powerful motive can be conceiv'd to make 


us holy. Tis the Apoſtles choſen Argument, that 
We ſbould walk worthy of him who hath call'd us to his 
Kingdom and Glory, The Heathens were in a great 
meaſure ſtrangers to the Secrets of another World ; 
they had but a ſhadow of probability, we have the 
Light of Truth broughe down from Heaven by the 
Son of 'God, that reveals to us a Bleſſedneſs, that 
deſerves our moſt ardent a;#ive Aﬀettions. But if 
Men are not wrought on by natural Reaſon, nar di- 
vine Faith, if neither the Terrours of theLoxd, nor 
the bleſſedHope can perfwade them fronv Sin to Ho- 
lineſs, their condition is- irr ecoverable. In this the 
Rules of Natyral and Spiritual Healing agree. 
Where neither Gorroſives nor Lenitives are ſucceſs- 
ful, we muſt uſe the Knife , if cutting off be unpro- 
fitable, we muſt ſear the part ; if the Fire is ineffec- 
tual, the Ulcer is incurable, Tf the threatning of 
Hell-fire, through Unbelief and Careleſneſs is not 
fear'd, and hath no efficacy to corre and change 
Sinners, what remains but” to make a preſage of eter- 


nal 


Sncthe' Contrivatce 'of Man's Redemprion. 
nal Death, that will un&oidably arid ſpeedily ſeize * 


3 ' on them? And'if ſocleara iſcovery of the Hea- 


venly Glory doth not produce in men a living Faich 
that worksby Love, anda lively Hope that purifies 
the Heart and Converſation, what can be con- 
cluded, buc that they are wholly ſenſual andiſenſe- - 
leſs, and ſhall be for ever deprived of that Bleſſed- 
neſs they now.deſpiſe and negle&tr * 
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The Divine Power is admirably. glorified in the Crea- 
 . "ton of the World, in reſpect of the greatneſs of theef- 
feit, and the manner of its production. Tis as: evi- 
dent in our Redemption. The Principal Effects of 
it are conſidered, The Incarnation of the Sox of 
God is a work fully reſponſible to Ommipotence, - Our 
Redeemers Supernatural Conception by the Holy 
Ghoſt, The Divine Power was emin:ntly declared 
inthe Miracles Feſus-( hrift wrought in the courſe of 
his Miniftry, His Miracles were the evidence of 
His Celeſtial Calling, they were neceſſary for the 
conviction of the World: their Nature conſidered, 
The Divine Power was Glorified in making the 
Death of Chrift Vidorious over all our Spiritual Ene- 
mies, The Reſurreition of: Chriſt the effect of Glo- 
rious Power. The Reaſons of it from the quality of 
his Perſon, and the nature of his Ojjice, that he might 
open the Bleſſings he had purchaſed for Believers, 
is Reſurrection is the foundation of Faith. It hath 
a ps © 0s reference,to his Perſon as the Son of God, 
to his Death as an Alſuffictent Sacrifice, to his Pro- 
miſe of raiſing Believers at the laſt day. 
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H E Divine Power is admirably glorified in 
T the Creation of the World , not only in. re- 
oard of the greatneſs of the Effet, that compre- 
hends the Heavens and Earth,and all things in them: 
but in regard of the marvelous way of its Produdti- 
on : for He made the great Univerſe, without the 
concurrence 


eureenre pf =y waterial cauſe from 


Fe: 


Element, Hegreated Man, bg Arovogliamins of 


all. his Works, - fromthe loweſt and gre 
the Earth. New although atthe fixit view we might 
- conceive that the þi5s wg is the gee Mi 
racle that:eyer;God-performed,.. yet upon ſerious re- 
flection we hall diſcover, that the ONT of Grage 


ite as wonderful as the works of Nature, :and that 
"- the Power of Gad is as, evidently expreſt in our Re-- 


demprtiog,-as in the Creation, .For the. fuller un- 
derſtandingof this, # yrill;contider ſome. of the prin- 
cipal Effects of the;Divine Power in. oxder to our 


bleſſed Recovery. . | 
--2. The Incarnation. of the Som-of God, in ac- 


compliſhing whezeof ſach Power was .cxercis'd, as _ 


no! limited; Underſtanding. is able to-- comprehend. 


The Word wks made: Fleſb. This Ggnifies the, real Joh. 1.14, 


Union between the Hwwavze Nature and! the Divine 
in our Redeemer, . Before his Incarzatios he ap- 
peared in an humase form to the Patrierchs, and in. 
the flaming Bulb 'to Moſes, but 'tis never ſaid with 
eſpe&. to theſe Apparitions, that. the Word: was- 
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raiſing. this glorious Fabrick is * 
d as the diftintive\chax&Fex. of the Det 


made: 
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made Flame, or Man. But when He 'came into the 
World to ſave us, He affum'd-the compleat Nature 
of May, into an Hypr#atieal Union with - himſelf} 
That admirable Perſon poſſeſſes' the Titles, Qaalis 
ries and Natures of God and Man. In that ineftable 
Union, each of the Natures preſerves its proper. 
form, with all the neceflary conſequents proceeding: 
fromir. "The Humane Nature is joyn'd to the Etert. 
nal” Word, but not chang'd into its Divinity 5, 'ti z 
not infinite and impaſſible. - The'Detry-is united t | 
Fleſh, but not transformed into its Nature, *tis'not. 
finite and paſſible. Bur although there is a diſtins 
ion, yet 'no ſeparation : Although there ate pb 
Natures, yet but one ſole Feſws.- In the ſame Subs 
ſiſtence the Creator and the Creature are miracus 
louſly allied. Now this is #work'/fully reſponſibl 
to Omnipotence, .and expreſles whatever is-{ignifie 
by that Title. The Apoſtle mentions it with 
Attribute of excellency, Withoat controverſic great 
the MyRery of Godlineſs, God manifett in the Fleſh; 
'Tis as ſublime, as holy. ' In this the Divine Powe 
appears in-its Magnificence, and in ſome reſped 
more glorioufly than in the'Creation: For there #8 
incomparably a greater diſparity between the ' Mas 
jeſty, Greatneſs and Infirfiteneſs of God, and the 
Meanneſs of Man, than between the- whole World 
and Nothing; The degrees of diſparity between” 'the: 
World and Nothing are not 'aQtually' infinite, but 
between the moſt excellent creature and the Glorious 
Creator they are abſdlutely infinite, From hence it 
s,, that har which in other. things reſolves out 
doubts, here increaſes the wonder, and in appeat- 
'ahce makes it more incredible. Te do erre, ſaich Chriſt? 
tothe Sadduces (who: denied the ReſyrreRtion); wr* 
| know1r g/ 


'A 1 Tim.3-16» 


in the Contrivance of Man's Redemption.” 
Knowing the .Power of God. - But the more raiſed 


4 thoughts we have of his immenſe Powers i more” 


-- unlikely his conjunRion with-a nature ſo far beneath 
+ him will ſeem to be. fs 
 _- 2. The Divine Power was magnified in our Re- 
© deemers Supernatural Conception. 'Twas requiſite 
' his Body ſhould be miraculouſly form'd ofthe ſub- 
” ſtance of a Woman, by the operation of the Holy 
* Ghoſt, not only in reſpec of its ſingular Dignity, and 
* thar he might hen ES of our Regeneration, 
| that is performed by the Efficacy of the Spiritnot of 
* the Fleſh,but in reipe& of his Office: For he was the 
+ Heavenly - Adam and therefore allied to us; . and 
© abſolutely pure from the ſtain of Sin. Heaven and 
E .concurr'd to form that Divine Man the King 
- of both, the Earth furniſhing matter, and Heaven 
the principle of his conception. Accordingly the 
© Angel told Mzzy, who queſtioned how ſhe x. be a 
- Mother, . not having known a Man,. The Holy Ghoſt 
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' * ſball come upon thee, and ws fe of” the Higheſt ſhall ——_ 
4:0 


TFT adow- thee, therefore alſo that Holy thing that ſhall 
© be born of thee, ſhall be calledthe Son of God, This was 
©; foretold many Apes as an admirable Effet of God's 
> Power. W udah was oppreſt by two. potent 
. Kings, & deſpair'd of an eſcape,to raiſe theirdroopin 

- Spirits, the Prophet-tells them,zhe Lord himſelf would 
* give them of their future Deliverance. Behold, 
6 Virgin 1's 


to the leſs: for 'tis apparenitly more difficult that a 
* Virgin, without injury or blemith to her purity and 
© integrity, ſhould conceive and bring forth Immanuel, 
E than the defeating humane forces how great ſoeyer. 
If God will accompliſh aac PID PEPIons, unheard 


of 


toncerve bear 4 Son, and ſhall call his Iſa, 7-14. , 
- Nazze Immanuel. The Argument is from thegreater . 


- 
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John 3-2. 


The Hermony of the Divine Attributes, 


' of wonder, much more would he refoue his People 


from the fury of their adverſaries. 

3- The Divine Power was eminently declard inthe 
Miracles our Saviour wrought during the time of his: 
publick Miniſtry, to verifie his Divine Miffion, that 
He was the great Prophet ſent from God to inftruct 
Men in the way of Lite. In difcourſing of this, I will 
briefly ſhew, that Miracles were a convincing proof , 
of bis Celeſtial Calling, and that the performance 
of them was necefiagy in order to the conviftion of 
the World, and confider particularly thofe He 


L 

1. A Miracle is an extraordin2ry Operation of 
God-in Narure, 'cither in ſtopping its courſe, or in 
—_— effects thar are above its Laws and 
Domes that when He i pleaſed to work any, 
they are his Scal to authoriſe the Perſon and Dome 
to which they are annext. By them Faith is made 
viſible : The Unbeliever is convinc'd by his Senſes, 
the only witneſſes above reproach in his account. 
From hence Nicodewws addreffes himſelf to Chriſt, 
Maſter, we know that thou art «Teacher come from God; 
for no man can do thoſe Miracles that thou ' except 
God be with him: That is, No inferiour Agent can 
perform them, without the ſpecial affiltance of the 
Divine Power. And _'tis not to be ſuppoſed, 'that 
God will lend his Omnipotency to the Deyil to work 
a real Miracle, to confirm 2 falfity ; and thereby, ne- 


. ceſfarily induce Men into errour in a matter of infi- 


nite moment-: f.r ſuch is the Dodrine of Salyation 

that Chriſt Preach'd. | | 
2. The working of Miracles was neceſſary to 
convince the World, that Jeſus Chriſt was ſent from 
God, whether we conſider the Jews or the Gentiles. 
To- 


"**—_P 


is the Contrivance of Mans Redemption. 
To convince the Jews, upon a double account. 
© - -I,, Becauſe the performance of them was one 
of the charaRters of the promiſed Meſhah. Forthis 
reaſon when two of Fohns Diſciples to in- 


quire whether he were tht expected he 


returns this anſwer to the queſtion, Go a»d ſbew John Mat-11-4.5- 


thoſe things which ye do hear and ſee, the Blind receive 
their Sight, and the Lawe wath, the Lepers are 
cleanſed, end the Deaf hear, the Dead are q— > , 
and the poor have the Goſpelpreach'd to them. ke 
had from God, by xxpreeting his Miracles ta the 
rom , by xe is Miracles in t 

Words of the A 

2. Our Saviour came to alter the Religion of the 
Jews that had been confirmed by many illuſtrious 
Miracles, therefore to aflure them that he- was Au- 
thoriſ'd from Heaven, he wrought ſuch and ſo ma- 
ny, that for their greatneſs, clearneſs and number 
exceeded all that were done before his coming. Our 
Saviour tells the Jews, If 1 had not done among them 
the Works which none other man did, they had not 
had fla: that 2s, in rejecting him, For if he had 
exerciled only a Power like unto that of Moſes.and 
the Prophets, in his Miraculous Actions, had 
| been obliged to have honoured himas one of their 
rank, but not go have attributed an incomparable 
Dignity to hiv, But he dall thoſe which neither Mo- 
ſes nox the Prophets hud performed,and in thoſe that 
had been done, *Chrift excell'd them in che manner 
of doing them, This the Jews could not contradie, 
and from hence their infidelity was made culpable, 

Secondly, Miracles wene neceflary to cunvince the 
Gentiles, 1.. For the Goſpel forbids the various 
Religions among them, and 7 waa all ro Gy 

Hhh 2 G 
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A P od 
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and puniſhing, as the W 
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The Harmony of the Divine Httributes 
God alone in Jeſus Chriſt, ſo that without a ſenſible 


demonſtration, that that was the way wherein He 
. would be ſerved, their prejudices had been invin- 


cible. , 2. The Goſpel:propounds Threatnings and 
Promiſes that regard a future ſtate, where n@ living 
Eye can ſee their effects, ſo that witho:1t an extra- 
ordinary confirmation, it was not likely that men 
ſhould yield. a firm afſeat to them. If-it be ſaid; 
Our Saviour did his Miracles only in Fades, where 
very few of the Gentiles ſaw his Perſon or Works; 


-I anſwer, His Miracles were primarily why 


the conviction of the Fews, and in a. ſecondary in- 
tention to' diſarm Infidelity among the' Gertiles. 


Therefore the Teſtimony of them was conveyed” by 


thoſe who were Eye-witneſſes, and moſt worthy of 
credit, and who did many great wonders in' the 
Name of Chriſt, to verifie, the report of his famous 
Miracles, -and declare his Power and Divinity. -Of 
this more afterwards. A 

Now I will briefly conſider the Miracles wrought 
by Chriſt, that were the certain Signs of Gods fa- 
vouring of him, and: made his Commiſſion authen- 
tick... \ Before his coming che hand of the Synagogue 
was dried. up, . and-impotent 'to- produce Miracles 
The Holy Spirit was withdrawn, and- for the- ſpace 
of four hundred years,. no Prophet ngr Worker” of 


Wonders a .. Fobn the- Baptiſt, though. the 
þos tar. to figmafic rhe SE FORK. yet 
did no Miracles. But 0ur Saviour Fas inveſted with 


Power from above, and performed many, Theit 
quality and number ts conſiderable, 

Ii» They were not-mere-Signs, as the conyer- 

fion of ;Moſes Rod into a _— nor deſtrugive 

onders in Egypt ; but ad- 

vantageous 


is the Contrivance of” Man's Redemption. 


'  vantageous and beneficial to men, the equal demon- 
'F 'frrations of his Mercy and Power, He cured Diſea- 

- ſes that were abſolutely deſperate, by the mere 

# fignificationof his Willy As the Son of the Noble- 


-man who was fick at Capernaum, when Himſelf was 


: ” atCans in Gablee: or by ſuch viſible means, that the 


Spectators might be fully convinced, that it was not 


| the externgl application,but his ſole Vertue & Divine - 


F Power that produced the effe&t; Thus by anointing 


4 with Clay andSpictle the Eyes of him that was born 


$ blind, who never had any natural poſſibility of ſeeing, 
F He wrought an unparalleld Cure,” It was never yet 
heard, that an opened the eyes of one that vous 
-born blind, Therefore -he that was-healed, inferr'd 
- from that, as a moſt pregnant proof, that our Savs- 
" "our was from God. He rais'd the dead. This effe&t 
—excceds the power not only of Men, but of the An- 
els. *Tis true, That one Angel deſtroy'd in a. 
night an- bandred fourſeore and. five thouſand of the 
_ Afhrian Army ; but 'tis as true, that all the Angels 
- together cannot raiſe from the dead. one Man, *Tis 
- wholly the work of the Loxd of Nature, who holds 


4 the Keys of Life and Death in his hands,  *Tis 


- -only his Light can diſpel the: darkneſs, his Voice 
"*ean break the filence of the Grave.- And -'tis -ob- 
eryable, that our Saviour who ſometimes conceal'd 


- his miraculous works, and forbid. the: publiſhing of. 


them; | yet perform'd' this. kind before many Wit- 
-neſſes, -that "they. migtic publiſh and verifie is, as 


-being-moſt concluſive of his miſſion from God..- ' He Mar. 5:42: 
Taiſed to life the Rulers Daughter, rq the aſtoniſh- 


-ment of all that'were preſent to attend her Funeral. 
'The Widows Son of aim was: carried: without the 
Gates of the City tohis Grave, Feſws ſtops the ſad 


train, 


John 4-46. 


John 9g. 


#27 


. Joh. 11-44+ 


us fort, the ity of the Grave. 


was 


buricd four dayes, his Carcaſe was corrupted, Je- | 
ſus calls him from the bottom of his Tomb with 


train, andreſtores life 60 the young Man, and to his |} 
Mother ſomething more dear than herlife, And the | 
Luk:7-15- ore ſignally to triumph over Death,he an itto | 


>. 
. 5 
22 . 
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that powerful voice that created the World ; The |} 
Dead anſwers and comes forth to the amazement of | 


all that ſaw the Glory of God ſo glearly manifeſted. |}. 


The Ey 
WETC AS 


it reports that the People afterward 
to foe Lizerus as Jeſus, Add to 


theſc his caſting out of Devils. Before the Fall, the : 


unclean Spirit was incorporated with the Serpent, 


but now with Man himſelf. He ſeizes on the Ex- } 
. ternal Organs and Internal Faculties, and rules him. 


at his pleaſure. In the time of Chriſt great oum- 
bers were poſſeſt : for the Devil perceiving the 


ruine'of his Kingdom approaching, he would ex- 
tend the limirs of it here, and by the perie@ poſ- 


ſeſfing of ſinners, begin their torment, which is one - }; 
act of his principality, The caſe of thoſe ond pp 
ſoul was diſanmed of its defenſive weapons, being Þ} 
hindered in a great meaſure of the free uſe of its fa- © 


was moſt compaſſionable. For in that cloſe 


culties, Whereas in- other Temptations he works 


by outward objec ar a diſtance, here he makes a yi- | 
olentaſſault on both parts, *'Tis thecruc anticipa- F 


tion of Hell, fot the poſſeſt perſon is not exemp- 
ted from Sufferipg, SOIT Deach, nor en- 
joys the free power. of doing, the effeRt of Life, 


' Now the cjecting of this Enamy was above the 


forceof any humane means ; no material applics- 
tions had power over immaterial Spirits, But our 
Saviour by a Word. commanded them forth. of 


their © 
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t they Mat» 1. 27» 


ſaid, they were. all. amazed, infomach the 


queſtion'd among thewſebves faxing, vohat thing ts this, 29:33" 


what new Dodtrine is this ? Foy with Authority con- 
'3 mandeth he even. the unclean Sprrits, and the obey him. 
4 His Empire over evil Spizits'was mote admired than 


over Di os Death itſelf, Thoſe who were 


} inſenſible of his foxmer Miracles, received impeethi- 
'F on from this: They were aftoniſh'd at the mighty Power Lnk-9-43- 
- of God, confeſſing. that it was never ſo ſeen is Iſracl. Mat-9» 33+ 


And another time they ſaid, is not this the Son of 


- David? i. e. the Meſſiah. The Phariſees his abſti- 
8 pate enemies were more troubled. about. this, than- 
# any other ation; and to elude the preſent con- 
# viction-that He came from God, afcribed it to 2 


fecret com with Beelzebab, as if there were a 


. colluſion cen the evil Spirits, -a lefer Devil re- 
- tir'd that the Prince might reign. But ſo great was 


the Evidence of the Spirit of God in that a& of Juriſ- : 


= diction over the Devils, that our Saviour ch 
them with unpardonable Guilt for their wilful de- 


The number of his Miracles was fo great, that 


- St. Fobu ſaith, }f al were written, the world could net 
S containthe Books, We may in part conjeture how 
- numerous they were, by taking natice how many he 


perform'd in one day. He dined with Matthew at Mat. 9+ 10;* 
Capernauwm z  whiles He was there, Fairws entreats 15, 20,25, 


- Himtogoto bis Detghers newly dead, as He went ***33' 
_ the Woman with the 


oody Iflue toucht the hem of 


arment. and was healed ; He raiſed the dead 


- his 
Maid; in his returning He cured #wo blind men, and 


immediately 


Eppheſ.6-12+ 


the glory of Gods Power was cleatly manifet _ 
making the Death of Chriſt victorious over all our- 


> ' ' . 
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_ 
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EE ea 
ately * out the Devil. 
And in all theſe mir: 


4. The Divine Power admir: 


Spiritual Enemies, Now to ſhew what an eminent” | 


7 
» 
= Y 


of 


degree of Power was exerciſed in the effeQing this,. © # 


we muſt conſider, that"after Satan was caſt out of 


Heaven for his Rebellion, he ſer upa throne on, the © 
Earth, and uſurpt an abſolute Empire over Mankind, 


His Power was great,. and his Malice was equal to 


his. Power... The Apo#le repreſents him with his Y 
blackArmy under the titles of Principalities and Po. | 
wers, the rulers of the darkneſs of this world, ſpiritual 


wickednefſes in heavenly places ; as in reſpect of 
Order am 
they exe 


two parts; To tempt yl prnwergy” to ſin, 


and to 
execute_ the wrath of 


them, ſoin-reſpect of their Dominion |} 
ein the World, His Principality hath © 


upon "them. He works - 


be 
© 
v5 4 


» 
* . 
* 
7 
. : 


ettually in the Children of Diſobediepce, He fires © 2 43 
% Luſts, - and by the thick loendicg ſmoak dar- *Þ 


kens their Minds, and hurries them to do the vile *Þ 
Actions. - 4nd he hath the power of death, to torment | 
him to exerciſe his |}. 


Sinners z' God juſtly permi 


Cruelty upon thoſe who comply with his Tempta: "| 


tions.  Now-in the time of Chriſt ſcein 
vih'd out of his hands, and tranfla 


by his inſtruments brought Him to a cruel and ſhame- 


ml Death. He then in appearance obtain'd a com- _ 
OVET- : * 


' pleat Co » but in truth was abſolatel 
come. - And from hence the glorious Power of Chriſt 


is moſt clearly manifeſted, As he that will take the -- 


height ofa Mountain, muſt deſcend te the loweſt part 
'of 


many -14-* by 4 
| into_ the 
Kingdom of God, he grew jealous of his tate, and 


Lo | 
in the Contrivance of Man's Redemption. 409 
of the Valley, where fixing bis Inſtrument, he may | 
diſcover the diſtance from the foot to the top of it : 
So we muſt deſcend to the loweſt degree of our Sa- 
viours abaſement, to underſtand the height of his 
exaltacion, By Death he. overcame him that had the Heb.2. 14. 


| Y 3 power of Death, that is the Devil. For his cruet Em- 
S. : yu was founded in. Mans Sin ; his greatneſs was 
it 


on our Ruins. All the pcxa/ Evils he brings 
on Mankind are upon the account of our Diſobe- 
dience, and his mighty power in Temptations, is 
from our inward Corruption, Otherwiſe he might 
ſurround, but . could not ſurpriſe us. Now the 
Lord Chriſt by his Death hath taken away the 
Guilt and Power of Sin : The Guile in enduring the 
. Curſe of the. Law, and thereby ſatisfying Ecernal 


| b- 2 Juſtice, which all the Creatures in Heaven and Earth " 
1 UL. 6. 6. 


- couldnotdo: 'and the Power of it, erucrfying our 

old. man with him, that the body of fin might be. de- 

'. ftroged, that henceforth we ſhould not ſerve fin, By the Gal.s. 
Croſs of (hrift the world is cracified tows, andwe are 
erucifi:d 'to the world, By it we are vindicated from 

the power of Satan, into the glorious liberty of the 

Sons of God. ' For this reaſon our Saviour, a lictle 

before his Paſſion, ſaid, Now ſhall the Prince of this 

world be caſt out. By the Groſs ht ſpoiÞd Principalities 2 Col.1 5. 


> and. Powers, and made a ſhew of them openly, trium- | 
Ws. phing over them init, to their extreme confuſion, in 


the view of Heaven and Earth. Although the Re- 
futrection and Aſcenfion' of Chriſt m—_— pro 

ads of his Triumph, yet his Death is the ſole cauſe 
and original of it. The Nails and Spear that pierced 
his Body, were his omnipotent Arms, and the Croſs 
the inſtrument of his Sufferings, was the Trophee of 


his Vikory. All our triumphant Palms are gathered 
| Iii frem 
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The Harmony of the Divine- Attributes; 
from that tree. 'Tis there our Saviourbruiſed the head' 


of the old Serpent, and renewed his ancient Victory: - 


over him. - 


And from-hence it-was, that upon the ff Preach- 
ing of Chriſt crucified, Oracles were ſtruck dumb, 
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_ and put to-eternal filences in- 


vilible Powers were- forc'd to 
do him viſible honour. '. As the 
Riſing Sun cauſes the Night- 
birds to retire, ' ſo his Name 
chas'd the rout of falſe Deities - 
into. darkneſs. They conti- 
nue to be our enemies, but not 


our lords. Now where did 
the Divine Power ever appear more glorious than in 
our crucified Saviour 2 He hath done greater thi 
ſuffering as Man, than ating as God: The Wo 

. of Creation and Providence-'are not cqual to the 
effects of his Death: In the Creation a corruptible 
World was produced from: Nothing, which as it ha& 
no diſpolition, ſo no contrariety to receive the form 
the Creator gave it: But the new World of Grace 
that is immortal, was form'd out of rebellious mat- 
ter. The moſt eminent work of Providence was the 
drowning the” Egyptians in the Red-Sea : Bur the 

ſpiritual Pharaoh and all his Hoſts were drowned in 
his Blood. In ſhort, the Croſs hath opened Heaverr 
to us, and wrought a- miraculous change on the' 

Earth.. But this ſhall more tots conſider 

under another Head of Diſcourſe. . 

Fifthly, The Divine Power was eminently mag- 
nified in Chriſts Reſurrection from the Grave. This 
was foretold. concerning the Me{iah by the Prophet 


uid 


. 


in te Contrivaneeo Mana Redrmpoc 


David ſpeaking 


ordain'd by 


Power. 


but this was fin 


the Prophets. 


+ The Qualit 


He Ri a Hea 


As the Occdnomy 


ſhould deſcend Io tay: 


Gt by tying, 
ying.in $ $1 Grave tp long 36:80 atteſt yy 
cath , 


HI ab in begs Plal.16.10. 


in the type; 
Hed, weither wilt 


for thou Pen nb not leave my. 
thou ſuffer thy Holy Qu: to ſee _ 
ods Counſel. ſo 'twas executed by his 
This is deciſrve, that He 1s 'the Meſſiah. 
His other Miracles were performed. by the Prophets, 
ar and only done by the God of 
he Reaſons of it prove, that 'twas . 
equally neceſſary for his Glory and our Salyati- 


of his Perſon required. it. 
y Man without Gdlilt, 
immortal by the original Conſtitution- of his Nature, 
Death that. is the wages of Sin ha& no power over 
him. He was ſubject to it not by the Law of. his 
Conception, but. the Diſpenſation of his Love, not 
to ſatisfie Nature, but purchaſe”. our Salvation, 
Therefore the Eternal:Lay that annexes Immortalicy 
ro Innocence, would; not ſuffet that He ſhould re- 
main in the ſtate of Death. 

' 2. The Nature of his once made it neceſſary. 
lon required, that He 
Seat of his Glory, 
, He, might expiate our Sins, ſo. after 


s bo þ RAY! he ſhould riſe; 
if order to his e 
archas'd, Des 
rid be net ri ſen! 

' your faith "is ulſo in vain. 
hath a threefold reference. 
Chriſt, cthathe is the Son of God. 
* that 'tis an all-ſufficient Sacrifice for Sin, 
Promiſe, that He will raiſe Believers at the laſt Day. 


orious Benefits He; 

poſe tells the Corinthians, 'If 

our preaching it in vain, and 
For theFaith- of Chriltans. 

1. To the Perſon of 

2. To his Death, 


The 


, 
* » % 


* 


- 12. 22, from Heaven, thou art my 
TY gotten thee, According to the Phrafe of Scripture ; © _ 


| ouſly appear. All the Miraculous 
acknowledged him for his Son duri 
had been'incffeual without this. If he had, 


Tim3116- 


The Harwey of the Die ine Mt tribes re, © 23 
Now the ReſurreRion of Chriſt is the Foundation of | 


Faith in reſpeR of all theſe, 
' 1, He was declar'd robe the Son of God with Power, 
Rom. 144. according to the Spirit of Holin:|, & the Reſurreition 


from the d:ad. He was the Son 
ty as the Word, and from the firſt moment of his Tn- 


God from Eterni- 


carnation as God-Man , But the honour of this re | a- 
tion was much eclips'd in his poor Life, and igno- 
minious Death. And although his darkeſt night was 
inlightened with ſome diſcoveries of his D 


- were tranſient and ſoon vaniſh'd, But in his 
R 


» yet 


1on God did: publickly own him in the face 
of the World, therefore he is repreſented, teſtifyi' g 


Sow, this day have I be- 


then things are ſaid ro be, when they | conſpicu-. 


proofs by which 


his Life, 


remain'd 


in the Grave it had been reafonable to believe him 
an ordinary perſon, and that his Death had been-the 
puniſhmenc of his preſumption ; bur his Refurre&i- 


on-was the moſt ittuſtrions and convin 
thathe was' whar he dectar'd himſelf ro 
is not conceiveable that God ſhould'pur forth an: Al- 
power to raiſe him, and 
, if by robbery 


his 
Glorious Tithe. 


the Spirir, which raiſed him, fron all the 
ons of his Enemies, who 
my for ma himſelf equal with God: 


evidence of 
God. 


"he had 


epiduu 


. Forit 


au horiſe 
umed that 


He is therefore ſaid to be juſtified by 


accuſati- . 
charg'd him with. Blaſphe- 
Upon the 


Thomas ador'd him as his Lord and . 


-*M His Refurredtion is the moſt pregnant np” 


its 
5 and 
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of the Allſuffitiency. of his Satisfation. This was 
ſpecial in the death of Chriſt, that the Curſe of the 
Law accompanied it, and fremed like an Infinite 
weight to lie on his Grave, But in riſing | *4 
the Value ant Vertue of His Sufferings Nr ; 
declared. Therefore the Apotle wal rells us, chat be R 
was delrvered for our Offences, and was raiſed es aug 
for our Fuſtification. his Death was FA 
cient to Merit our Pardon, yet fince Believers atone 
aQually e of the benefit, and none could'be- 
lieve, ifhe had not rofe from the Grave ; 'tis ctear 
His Death had been ineffetaat withour it. 
3- Our Faith in His Promiſes to give Life and 
Glory to his Servants, is buitt on his Refarredion : 
for how could we believe him to be the Auttour of 
Life, who remained under the of Dearh ?- 
How could he en and us, who finall 
periſhr * If he had been confined w ie Giane, all 
our hopes had been buried with him, But his Refur.. 
reQionis the Caufe, Fm wr ae,» age Foe ours : 
ke did not only raiſc his ww fag the Grave, but 
his Church with him. Now the cffeding this is at- 
tributed roche Divine Power witha note of eminen- 
cy: Chrift was raifed. by the Glory of bir-Farher that Rom-6.4- 
s by his Power, a groin A&R was manifeſted in 
fpleadour, at is ſtronger: thandeath 2 
more in. exorable than the Grave ? Omanipo- 
—.— alone 'can. break. ies Gates, and looſe its 
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CHAP. XXI. 


The Divine Power was glorified in the Converſion of the 
World to Chriſtianity. Notwithſtanding the ima- 
' ginary Infirmity in Chriſt Crucified, yet to the Called 
He was the Power of God, The numerous and great 
difficulties that obſtruit:4 the receiving the Goſpel. 
What the ſtate of theWorld was at che foſ Preaching 
it. Ignorance was univerſal. Idolatry. and the 
depravation of Manners were the conſequents of tt, 
Idolatry was fortified by Guſtome, . Antiquity .and © 
external Pomp.. The dcpravation of Manners was 
extreme: . The principal account of it from their 
disbelieving 4 Þ uture ſlate, and their attributing 
to their gods thoſe Paſſions .and Vices that were plea- 
ſing to the Fleſh. The averſion. of the vulgar = 
. thens was fbrengthened.by thoſe tn veneration among 
them, _. The Philoſophers. Prieths. aud Princes we- 
hemently oppoſed the Goſpel, An account of their 
enmity againſt it. . The. conſideration of the Means 
. by = the. Goſpel, was: conveyed, þ Foaka that 

Ommipoteney.lone wade it ſucceſiful. The, perſons 
employed were. .a  fers Fiſhermen without Aythority 
and Powtr .toforce Men to Obedience, and without 


= Art or Eloquerce to | inſunuate the belief of their | 


_Dogtrine.., The great, ſudden and. laſting: change in 
"the World by oh; Backing ts r 4 own 
Argument of the Divine Power, that anjmated thoſe 
weak appearances. Idolatry was aboliſht, A mi- 
raculous change followed in the Lives of Men. Chri- 
ſtians gave 4 divorce to all the ſinful delights of 
Senle;' awd embrac'd for the honour of Chriſt thoſe 


things 


ws l TED 
4 PRO'2 / 


in the Contrivance of Mans Redemption. 


things that Nature moſt abhors. A ſhort view of 
the S ufferings and Conrage of the Martyrs. © Their 


Patience was inſpired from Heaven, Chriſtianity 


was vidtorious over all oppoſition.” The Divine Power: 


will be gloriouſly manifeſted ini the compleat Salva- 
vation of the Church at the laſt Day, Our Saviour 
ſhall then oy hs Mediatory Office, Death the 
laſt Enemy ſhall be deſtroyed. The Bodies 


0 
Saints ſhall be rais'd and-conform'd to the "4 


Boay of Chrilt. . 


6, He Divine Power was glorified 'in the Con- 
verlion of the World to Chriſtianity, The 

' Apoſtle tells us, That Chriſt crucified was to the Jews 2 
ſtumbling block, and to the Gentiles fooliſbneſs, The Fews 
| expected the M:fieh to deliver them from z:mporal 
Servitude, and eſtabliſh. an univerſal Empire either 
by the force of Arms, or by the terrour of Signs 
and Prodigies, as Moſes did againſt the Egiptians: 
But when inſtead of Power they ſaw- nothing: but 
* Weakneſs, and inſtead of a glorious Triumph, a 
ifpraceful Puniſhment, they deſpiſed .his Perſon, 
and rejected his Dodtrine. But'notwithſtanding this 
imaginary infirmity in Chriſt crucified, Tet 70 thoſe 
that are called according to the Divine purpoſe, He was 


» the moſt excellent Powey of God, It being more glo- 


rious to ſubdue the World to the Faith and Qbe- 
dience of a crucified Perſon, than if He had appear'd 


1 Cor. 1.23- 


'with all the Powers of Heaven, and Princes of the - 
Earthas his Attendants. For this reaſon the _—_ Rom. 1,16. 


declares, He was not aſbamed of the Goſpel of Ghriſt, 
it being the Power of God to Salvation to all that believe, 
to the Jew firſt and alſo-to the Greek. Andhe prays 


far the Epheſians, That the eyes of their underſtandings _ 18, 
, being 


' ' "Is "oF * x 
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- 


greatnefs of his Power to me ward who believe, 

ing #0 the working of bis mighty Power which He 
wrought iu Chriſt, when He raiſed him from-the dead, 
- aud. ſet him as his own right hand in the Heavenly 
places, He uſes various and lofty ex as if 
one had been inſufficient to fignifie the exrent and 


y of that Power which produc'd the Faith of 
iſt in the Heathens. And if we duly conſider 
things; it will appear, that the terms of the Apoſ7le 
are not too ſtrong and hyperbolical, *but juſt and equal 
to the degree of power requifite for the accompliſh- 
ment of that great work. For the underſtanding of 
this, 1 will conſider three things. 1. The numerous 
and great difficulties that obſtructed the receiving of 
the Goſpel. 2. The quality of the means by which 
*twas conveyed and became ſucceſsful. 3, The 
eminent, ſudden, univerſal and laſting change made 
by it in the World. 

1. The numerous and great difficulties that ob- 
ſtructed the receiving of the Goſpel : This will ap- 
pear by repteſenting the ſtate and diſpoſition *of 
ho World at that time when it was firſt Preach- 

Firſt, Ignorance was Univerſal; adeep thick dark- 
neſs cover'd the face of the Earth. d the con- 
ſequents of that groſs palpable Ignorance, were ex- 
ecrable Idolatry and the moſt notorious deprevation 
of manners. | 

1.Execrable Idolatry : for as in the nightSpectres 
walk, So in the times of Ignorance, the Prince of 
darkneſs made his progreſs in the Earth. He reign'd 
in the hearts of Men, aud in the places' of their De- 
votion. The whole World was fill'd with Idols of 
ſeveral 


being enlightened, they might know what 1s the ex. 
Jos ve, 
Accor 


ſeveral Forms and Myſteries, fome aimiable, others 
terrible according tothe humour of Superſtition, For 
many Ages Satan had kept peaceable poſſeſſion of 
-his Empire : For the Ignorant World did not under- 
ſtand its Miſery, but willingly paid that honour to 
the cruel Uſurper, that was' only due tothe Lawful 
Sovereign, They were confirm'd in their Idolatry 
by ſeveral things, | | 
1. They were trained up in it from their Infant 
ſtate, Nowthe firſt perſwaſions of the mind though 
grofly falſe, and ll habits do ſtrangly captivate, and 
are with difficulty removed: becauſe the concur- 
rence of thoſe faculties is requiſite, which are undec 
the Power of Errour and Vice, No Tyrant is fo 
exactly obey'd as cuſtome, eſpecially in things 
eſteem'd Sacred: for the conceit that the ſervice 1s 
pleaſing to thg Deity, renders men incapable to be- 
lieve any-thing , that contradicts it, 'Twas as 
hard to make the Gentiles forſake the Religion they 
received from their Birth, and to looſe the impreſſi- 
ons made in their tenger Age, as to make the 4f7:- 
Cans change their Skin, = become fair, and the 
Furopeans to turn black : for the tinfure which the 
Religion. practiſed in each Country conveys to the 
Souls of Men, is as deep and laſting, as that which 
the Sun impreſſes upon their bodies, according to the 
diverſity of its Aſpects. 
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2. The Pager Religion was derived through a long Vid-Sym. in 
ſucceſſion from their Progenitors. Antiquity brin _ ad 
i "71 i mperat. 
I know not what reſpec to things, but 'tis ſpecially Mira 
: excipere dif- 
plinam, Religiones traditas colere, Coecil, Tantum Sanditct's. attribuere 
conſe vity quautum aſtruxerit vetnſtatis.M. Fel. Hoc ſanitum a> £v0 et, 


Hoc ab Atavis tradizum. Prudent. 


Kkik Vy encra- 
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yenerable in matters of Religion, Therefore the 
Heathens accuſed the Chriſtian Religion of Novel- 
ty, . and urged nothing more plauſibly than the Ar- 

t of :mmecmerial Preſcription for their Super- 
Rition, They would not conſider whether it were - 
yaſt and reaſonable, but with 2 blind deference 
yielded up themſelves to the Authority of the An- 
tients, They reſoly'd not to condemn their Parents 
and Friends, that had gone before them im che Road 
of Damnation,. but choſe to dye in their. Jdolatry. 
So bard is it to refiſt the current of the World, and 
to reſcue our ſclves from the Bondage of pepalar 
Errours. 

3. The Pomp gf the Pagan Worthip was very 
pleaſing to the fleſh. The Magnificence of their 
Temples adorn'd with the Trophacs of Superſtition, 
their Myftezious Ceremonies, their, Muſick, their 
Proceſſions, their Images and Altars, their Sacrifi- 
ces and purifications, and the reſt of the Equipage 
of a carnal Religion, drew their reſpetts and y 
affetcd their Minds through their Senſes : Whereas 
the Religion of the Goſpel is Spiritual and ſerious, 
holy and pure, and hath nothing to move the Carnal 

[ene —_— was It to overcome Þ ags- 
niſme when tortifted by Cuſtom, Antiquity, and fo 
— to Senſe, . 

2. The deprayation of Manners was ſuch in the 
Heathen World, that if the unclean Spirits had 
been incarnate, and raken theis refidence among 
Men, they could not have acted worſe Villanies. The 
whole Earth was covered with Abvminations, as E- 
£#t with the Frogs that poiſoned che whole Climate. 
We may fee a pitnre of their converſation in the 
firſt to the Romans, And it could not be otherwife ; 

| For 
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For as the Apoſtle ſaith, Theſe who are drank are 
drunk in the night. So when the Mind is darkened 
with Ignorance and Errour, the Aﬀettions are cor- 
rapted, and Men give up themſelyes tothe anf#airfu/ 
works of' darkneſs, Unnatural Crimes were com- 
mitted even among the Grecians and Romans with 
that liberty, as if no ſpark of common Reaſon had 
remained tn them. The moſt filthy Luſts had loſt 
the fear and ſhame thar* naturally atrends them. 
'' They eſtcem'd thoſe things tobe the means to obtain 
Happineſs, that were cauſes of the contrary. They 
plac'd their Sovereign Good in extreme Evil, 2... fin- 


tal PleaTares. They were encouraged to work «l/ Apnd eos t0- 


uncleann:ſs with greedineſs, not only npon the ac- 


ts impuritas 
vecatur mr- 


count of preſenr {mpuniry, ' for their Laws left al- p,yira;. M. 
moſt all Vices indifferent but whar diftnrbed the tran- Fz!. 


qulllity of the State, and not only by the maltitude 
of Examples, ſo that Vices by their commonneſs had 
loſt their names, and were ſtited pos nay 'twas 
a Crime to appear innocent the guilty, bur 
principally becauſe they thought . Jan ar} Fre 
as to a future ſtate : For cither they wholly disbe- 
hevedit, and 'tis congruous thatthoſe who think to 


die like Beafts, ſhonld Hve like Beaſts ; or els by E? concta 13 
attributing to their Deitics thoſe Paſſions and Vices ©7* 7*dimus 


that ſo powerfully reigned in themſelves, they were 


Ez ſequimur 
magnorum 


ſtrongly perſwaded no Puniſhment wonld be inflicted. a 
For BY ny the gods make them Sacrifices to their m—__ Bibi 
Juſtice, who were companions with them in their tempting 
Crimes? Or revenge the imitation of their own ®<* brother 
ations * This was to caft down the banks, and to 2 n<clts 


let the torrent of corrupt Nature break forth in all 
its fury, As St. Auſtin obſerves of Homer, the fa- 
ther of Poctical tons, that repreſenting the 

Kkk 2 ' Murders, 


Ovid. Met. 
L.9. Fab.7. 
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Murders, Thefts and - Adulteries: of their gods, he 
made thoſe <ins divine Properties, and effectually 
commended them to.the Heathens : £ #iſquis ca fe- 

Confele c;h:t,anom homines perditos ſed celeſtes Dios vigdebatur 
Atque De- ,”. . | wt'7 iy” 
_——_— And he gives an inſtance of this froma 
rempla cali Gomeay of Terence, Where a vicious young Man is 
ſumma $0- introduced, reporting how he animated himſelf to 
nitu concu- ſatisfie his brutiſh luit, as having no leſs a Deity 
_ Eg9 than Jupiter for his Maſter and Model, In ſhort, 
uagy 9 the Thee/ogy of the Pagans inflam'd them tothe bold 
rem ? Ego <ommiſſion of every pleaſant Sin, The Hiſtory of | 
ilud very their gods was ſo interſperſt wich the mot infamous 
itafeci as ]mpunities, that at the firſt reading, YVerterant pu- 
lubens- pillas Virgines in Meretrices, They loſt the Virginity 
Teren. Eun. "f their | res of their Souls,and then of their Bo- 
dies. Now the Goſpel is a holy Diſcipline that for- 
bids all exceſſes, that enjoins univerſal Purity and 
Chaſtity , So that when it was firſt preach'd to the. 
' Heathens, they thought it impoſſible to be vbeyed, 
unleſs Men were Angels without Bodies, or Statues 
without Souls. t | 

I ſhall adde further, That the averſion of the - 
Heathens from Chriſtianity was much ſtrengthened 
by thoſe who were in Yeneration among them, and 
vehemently oppoſed it. And they were the Philo. 
ſophers greatly cſteem'd for Wiſdome, their Prieſts 
that had dominion over their - Conſciences, and - 
their Princes that had power over their ſtates and 
lives, 

1. Philoſophers vehemently oppoſed the receiving 
of the Goſpel, At the firſt view it may be juſt mat- 
ter of _ that they (ſhould be enemies to it, whe- 
ther we conſider the obice&ts of Faith, or the rules 
of Life laid down in. it, The ojgge<ts of Faich were 

new 
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new andnoble,. of infinite -beauty and profit, and 


| moſt worthy of a rational Contemplation to be ex- 


exciſed upon : Now that the Philoſophers who were 
fo diligent -to improve their minds who 're- 
ceiv'd with complacency truths of a lower deſcent, 
and of infinitely leſs impertance, ſhould reje&t Evan- 
gelical. Traths, ſublime in their Nature, ſaving in 
their Efficacy, and reveal'l from Heaven, what ac- 
count can be given of it © Tertullian reproaches them 
with reaſon, That the Chriſtian Faith was the onl 
thing, which Curioſity did not tempt them to ſearch 
into. Hic folum curiofitas hunsana torpeſcit. Be- Apol.c.r, 
fides; whereas the Goſpel is a plain and perfe&t-In- * 
ſticution for the government of Life, wholly con- 
yerſant about the Souls of men,and aſſu:es a Bleſſed- 
neſs infinitely more excellent than was ever thought 
of by them,it might have been expeedthat choſe who 
in regard of Morality ſeem'd moſt to approach to it, 
and whoſe profeſt deſign was to ſearch after Happi- 
neſs, hould have readily entertain'd, and uſed their 
beft endeavours to have drawn others to embrace it. 
But if we conſider things aright, our wonder will 
vaniſh : for their Knowledg and Morality which in 
themſelves were Preparatives, yet accidentally hin- 
dered their ſubmiſſion to the Goſpel, and cauſed the 
moſt potent prejudices againſt it, and that upon a 


double account, Mundi Phi 
Firſt, OF Pride, Secondly, Of SatisfaQion in 1phu cjt 
their own Way. glorie ant. 


1. Pride was their Univerſal Diſeaſe, they mal, & po- 
had a liberal eſteem of themſelyes, as raiſed P#luris avre 
above the commen rank of Men, And becauſe £79 nm 
Philoſophy had inſtructed them in ſome truths, = 
they believed the falſe as well a3 the true, and. con- cipinm, 
cluded all things impoſſible that di1 not concur with yer, 

the 


their old renets : they admitted -no higher Principle 
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than natural Reaſon, and utrerly-rejeted Divine 
Revelation : which was-as unreaſonable as if one 
that never ſaw but the light of a Candle, ſhould 
contend there was Do other light \in the "World. 
Now a Perſon that doth not believe Divine Revela- 
tion, is wholy unqualified to judge of ſupernatural 
Myſteries. For till the Authority of the Revealer 
is ſubmitted to, he cannot craly conſider} their Cauſe 
and their End. Beſides, they lookt on it asa re- 
proach thar any ſecret ſhould berevealed to others 


 andnot to them, Tt ſeem'd to darken their Glory 


that any School ſhould be more knowing than theirs, 
Therefore they choſe to be inſtructors of Error, rather 
than Diſciples to the Truth, Add further, they 
thought therr honour concern'd to defend the Princi- 
ples they had once eſpouſed, From hence a roſe the 
t conteſtations between themſelves, accompa- 
nied with InveRives and Satyrs, os, þ very jealous 
for their Opinions, and paſſionate for the intereſt 
of their Sets, Now the Goſpel was in ſome things 
poor = to allofthem ; ſothar being toucht in their 
tendereſt part,no wonder they were ſo violent againſt 
it, Our Saviour asks the Jews, how can ye believe, 
which receive honour one from another; and ſeck not © 
rhe Honour which comes from God only? He propounds 
it as an impoſſible thing. The Goſpel would ſtrip 
them of all their pretended excellencies , and com- 
manded as its firſt Article, they ſhould humbly re- 
fien their underſtandings to Divine Revelation; this 
ela lookt on as a ſubmiſſion unworthy their refined 
ſtrong Spirits, Br '6 
*. 1hey had ſatisfaction in their own imperfect 
Vertues, Becauſe they did ſome things to recover the 
Humane 
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FT Humane Nature from its degenerate ſtate, ; 
were more confirmed in their Infidelity, - Mpc 
| gies Idolaters and the moſt vicious Perſons. For 
more. probable Arguments they had co obtain 
happineſs in their own way, the more obſtinately 
they refuſed any other. They thought there was 
no need of a Saviour to intercede for them,- or of 
0/1, as of Grace to afliſt them, bur theyhad ſelf- 
Sufficiency for the acquiring of Felicity. Like fooliſh 
Chymiſts that have melted away a great part of their 
Eltates in vain, yet in expectationof the great Elixir, 
excate in their fancies treafares of Gold, and 
inrich themſelves, So the Philoſophers who waſted 
their time and Spirits in fearching after Happineſs 
to little purpoſe, although the beſt of their Principles 
and the height of their Vertue were infufficient to- 
ſupport them under any prefling Affiiction, yet they 
had vain hopes oi obtaining perfect —__ 
and Content by them, Now the Goſpel command-- 
' ing an intire renounceing of our ſelves, to embrace 
© the ſole Goodneſs and Will of God, it was hard for 
thoſe who were fo full of pride and vanity, to reliſh 
zDocrine fo contrary to-them. In truth, whatever 
the Philoſophers pretended concerning the incredi- | 
bility that the Son of God ſhould ſuffer death, yet it : 
was not ſo-much the Crofs to which Chriſt was nai- 
led by his Enemies,that made them reje&the Goſpel, Quid in bis” 
as the other Croſs towhich Fiſus would faſten them , frebendar- 
z, e, the ſtrict and holy Diſcipline to which he com- {,,...0 4. 
mands them to ſubmit. A Diſcipline that condemns jerperuum e-- 
the vanity and glory of their Wiſdom & Vertue,that tiam,& quan” 
uvrtifies ſenſual pleaſures,which many of the Philo-- dam ex aro- 
ſophers indulged themſelves in, notwithſtanding all £9774 ator! 
their diſcourſes of the purgetive and iluminative - = Qs x 
An | 
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Philoſopho» "And that-this was the real cauſe-of their rejeting 


rum ſuperci 


- Chriſt crucified, is evident , "for they knew, it was 


lia contem- not unuſual, for Perſons of extraordinary Wiſdom 


nimw, vitis d Vertue 
fecundiſſime and V c 


accuſantes, 


intercutibus 


ipfi vatiis 
madentes. 
M, F=1. 


' 15 not ſodangerous as errour, which hath a 


to ſuffer in the World, Their preſents 
and example upbraids 'the Vitious, and Wounds 
their Spirits: as a great light ſore and diſtempered 
eyes. - And fome of them acknowledged the Wif- + 
dome of Providence , in permitting this for an ex- 
cellent end, . that Vertue, tried by the fire, might 
be the more reſplendent. Svcrates himſelf ſo-admir'd 
by them, was ſo diſguiſed by the malice of his ene- 
mies, that he was condemned todie by Poiſon : Yet 
this was ſo far from obſcuring his Reputation, that his 
ſuffering Death was eſteem'd the moſt noble effe& of 
his courage, and the moſt excellent Proof of his Ver- 
tue, Why then ſhould they make a contrary judg- 


* mentof our Redeemers Sufferings ; whoſe Innocenee 


was perfect, and whoſe Patience was ſo Holy and Di- 
vine ; that in the midt of His torments he Prayed 
for his Murderers 7 No reaſon can be juſtly alledged; 
but ſome darling luſt ſpiritual or fleſhly which os 
were reſelved to cheriſh. The light that comes from a» 
bove illuminates the humble, and dazles the proud. 
The preſumption of their own knowledg, was the 
cauſe of their Prodigious ſtupidity, Simple ignorance 

Ele light 
that deceives andleads to precipies, We find there- 
fore _ that none were fiercer enemies to the Goſpel 
then the Philoſophers. 

The ſacred ſtory tells us, that when the Apotle * 
Preacht at Ath-xs, that was as much the ſeat of Su-_ _ 
perſtition as of Sciences, the Epcareans and Stoicks 
though moſt oppoſite in their Principles, yet con- © 
ſpir'd to encounter him, they entertained him 


with 


ceſs was but ſmall there. 


in the Contrivance of Man's Redemption, 
with ſcorn, what will this Babler ſay? and his ſuc- 
He that Fi 


ve & 


ſhe with a net in 


other places, and brought great numbers to Baptiſm, 


there 


d only with an angle, and caught but on: 


or two Souls. And in the progreſs of the Goſpel they 


perſiſted in their oppoſition. 


The moſt grave and 


vertuous ameng them cenſur'd the Martyrs as fool- 
hardy in their generous Suftcrings for the Name of 


Jeſus Chriſt. Artoninus ac- 
cuſed the Chriſtians of obſti- 
nacy in their readineſs to en- 
dure Torments.  Arrians re- 
preſents their Courage as pro- 
ceeding from a cuſtomary con- 
tempt of Death, which he op- 
poſes to Ju 
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nt and Reaſon, Creſcens the Stoick 
was the Perſecutor of Faſtin Martyr. 


In all Ages 


the Goſpel felt the ſharp points of their malicious 
' Wits, They deſpiſed it as an ill-contrived Fable, 


as the entertainment of ſmall 
Underſtandings, And Faith, 
as the preſidzum of the weak 
and illiterate, who were in- 
capable of conſideration. Now 
when thoſe who were in high- 
eſt reputation for their Mo- 
rality and Learning, diſcoun- 
tenanced Chriſtianity, it was 
a ſtrong Argument to move 


Nemo accedat eruditus, nemo ſapi- 
ens, nemo prudens, arcemus enim ta 
les : Brod fi quis eft indole, inſi- 
piens, infans fidenter veniat. Hoc 
patto ſatis apparet, quod ſolos fatuo-, 
iguaros, ftolidas, mancipia, mulicr-= 
clas, pmeros captent, & perictant- 
Maxim. * Madurenſis in Epilt, 44 
St. Auguſt. | 


the vulgar Heathens to judg of it as a meer delu- 
fion. *In our Saviours time 'twas urged as a ſuffici- 


ent reaſon againſt the receiving of Him as ſent from 
God, Becauſe none of the Phariſees, the moſt learn- 
underſtand the Prophecies 


ed, and moſt likely to 
| L11 


Joh.7. 45 


COn- 


. Th Hergon $f Divine AD 
concerning the Meſſiah, believed pn hi 


M196 % f ed pn «50 
2, The Hedthen Pris Vehe <braRed the 
reception of the Goſpel; for their Intereft' was ſpe- 
cially concern'd upon the account of their Teputi- 
tion and gain, With great Art they had kept the 
People in Ignorance for a long time: They perſwa- 
ded them that their .Idolatrous Ceremonies” made 
the gods favourable, and werg the ſupreme Cauſes _ 
of their Proſperity, From this Fountain all 
Superſtition was deriv'd, Now if the. Dod&rine 
. of Chriſt - (that ſtriftly forbids the Worſhip 
of Idols) were received, who would attend to their 
old Lies? Who would purchaſe their deceitful Pro- 
miſes? Who would maintain them with prodigal 
Donatives ? Who would eſteem them divine Men 7 
They muſt loſe their honour and ſupport, and for 
their Fables be the ſcorn of the Multitude, *Tis no 
wonder then that their Paſſions ſhould be edged, 
and their Endeavours furious in oppoſingthe Truth. . 
And fince the People had a reverend regard for their 
Office, they readily joyned with them in their oppo- 
wwe who dor'd by th le hough 
3. Princes who were ador'd by the People, thought 
—_— themſelves obliged to prevent the introduction of a 
ſeparatim new Religion, leſt their Empire ſhould' bein hazard, 
Deos non h4- ox the Majeſty and Greatneſs of it leſſen'd. For 
bendor, nec Religion being the true Foundation of" publick 
_— Peace, every change in it is ſuſpeed as dangerous, 
and likely to bring ſome eminent alteration in the 
Act. 16,21 State. St. Paul was accuſed for teaching Cuſtoms, 
which were not lawful for them to obferve being Ro- 
mans. Ard in after-times Chriſtians were conderfin'd 
as ſeditious and mutinous, and their Aﬀſembly as rio- 
tous & unlawful, And 'tis obſervable that there never 
Was 
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in the Comrivance 0) Mos edemption. 
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that:might diſturb his repoſe. And Nero the 'bloo- 
ac Tprans that ge ſat on the Reman Throne, en- 
#9 do trang 


e Chriſtianity in the Cradle. 


'Tis the Law of God, to whem all are equally ſub- 
je, and muſt . be equally obedient. It gives rules 
without exception, to the Court, as well as the Cot- 
;tage ; tothoſe cloth'd in Purple and thoſe in Sack- 
cloth : it condemns the greateſt for Delinquents,and 
guilty of Eternal Death, if they do not abandon 
hol pleaſures to which corrupt Nature and-many 
00g Temptations violently incline them. Now 
the Heathen Princes who were proſperous and vici- 
ous, could rt reliſh a Doctrine that retrencht their 
exorbitant defires,8& ſtritly forbade their unconfin'd 
enjoyment of ſenſual delights, which they eſteem'd 
the Prerogative annext to their ſupream dignity. 
From what hath been diſcours'd, we may judge how 
great reliſtance the Goſpel met with in its firſt publi- 
cation,” Forall things that can make an enterpr ſe 
impoſſible, were united together againſt it. - Wiſ- 
dom and Power, the pleaſures of Sin and zeal for 
Religion, the underſtandings and wills of Men, 
the Learned and Ignorant, Magiſtrates and People, 
: Men and Devils, joyn'd to ſuppreſsir. Hell was in 
, 2 Commotion, and the Prince of Darkneſs in Arms, 
not to ſuffer the Crowns of ſo many Kingdoms to 
. fall from his Head, which for ſo many ages. he had 
kept: He was cnrag'd to loſe the Homage and ſer- 
L11 2 vice, 


4 primns Nero 

elides, the. Doctrine of Chriſt, was not only new Tcrt. Scorps 
and ſtrange, but ſevere ; for it gives no diſpenſation 
for Perſons of the 7 pen rank from univerſal duty. 


444 The Harmony of the Divine Attribates, 
vice, eſpecially of the more knowing Nations, as 
the Grecians and Rowans, whop by how much the 
more capable of truth, with ſo much the more art to 
the diſhonour of God, for a long time had been kept 
under his Deceit. 

2. If we conſider the means by which the Goſpel 
was conveyed, it will be more evident that Omni- 
potence alone made it ſuccesful, When Chriſt came 
from Heaven to convert the World, it had been ac- 
cording tothe Law of reaſcn more ſuitable to his pur- 
poſe, to have bcen burn at Rome the ſeat of the Now 
pire, wherein the confluence of all Nations met, 
than in an obſcure corner, 'So when the Apoſtles, 
were firlt ſent forth to propagate the Goſpel, hu- 
mane prudence would judge, that they ſhould have 
been affifted either wich Authority and Power, or 
with Learning and eloquence, to compel, or per- 
ſwade to a ſubmiſſion to it, But if there had been 
any proportion between the quality*of the inſtru- 
ments, and the' effe&s produced, the Goſpel had. 
been eſtecm'd a Doarine purely Humane, The - 
immediate Agents had been intituled to all the ho- 
nour by the ſuffrage of the ſenſes ;- and their proper 
—Cuan ſufficiency would have obſcur'd the Vertue of Chriſt 
28 that wrought in them. Therefore God choſe the weak 
things of the World, to confound the mighty ; and baſe 
things of the World, and things which are deſpiſed hath 
G od choſen : Vea and things that are mot, to bring to 
nought things that are, that his Glorious Power may be 
fully manifeſted, 

The perſons employed were a few fiſhermen, with 
a Publican anda Tent-maker, without Authority 
and Power to force Men to obedience, and Ro 

t 


' inthe Contrivance of Man's Redemption.” 


'” the charms of Eloquence to infinuate the belief of 


the DoArines they deliver'd, 
' - 1. They were without Authority and Power, O- 
| ther Religions were eſtabliſhed in ſeveral Nations, by 
perſons of the greateſt Eminency and credit among 
them. . That of the Perſians by Zoroaſtres, that of 
© the Egypiians by Hermes, that of the Gyecians 
by Orpheas, that of the Rowans by Nama, all Kings 
or of great Reputation for their Wiſdom and Vertue ; 
and they were received without- contradiction. 
For being correſpondent to the corrupt inclinations 
of Mez,it was not ſtrange that the Princes had either 


; capacity to invent them, or power to plant them. - 


And in later” times Mahomet opened 2 way for his 
Religion by his ſword, and advanced it by his Con- 
queſt. Now 'tis no wonder that a Religion ſo pleaſ- 
' ing to the lower appetites that gives licence to all 
corrupt affeRtions in the preſent Life, and promiſes a 
ſenſual Paradiſeſuitable to beaſts in the future, ſhould 
be embrac'd by thoſe who were ſubje& to his arms, 
But the Apoſt/es were meanlyborn and educated, with- 
out credit and reputation, deſtitute of all humane 

h, andhad only a Crucified Perſon for their 
leader. Chriſtianity was expoſed naked in the day 
of irs birth, without any ſhelter from ſecular Pow- 


ers. 

2, They#had not the advantage of Art and Elo- 
quence to commend their Religion. There is a kind 
of charm in Rhetorick that makes things appear 9- 
therwiſe than they are : the beſt cauſe it ruins, K 
worſt it confirms. Truth, though in its ſelf invin- 
cible, yet by it ſeems to be evercome ; and Errour 
obtains a falſe triumph. We havea viſible proof of 


this in the Writings of Celſus, 'Symmachus, —_ 
ang : 
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2 Cor. 2:4. 


2 Cor.4-7. 
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and othersfor Pagatifin againſt Chi 6 
a-vatt rye hredp: rene een th el | 


other 2 Yet with what admirable addreſs the 
manage that Infamous Subje@ ? Although it ſcepn' 
incapable of any defence, yet they, gave ſucholours 
to.it, by the beauty of their expreſſians; ;and theig ” 
apparent reaſons, that it.ſeem'd plauſible, and Chri- 
ſtianiry notwithſtanding its brightneſs and pyricy was 
made odious to the people. But the Apoſtles, were 
moſt of them wholly unlearned, -St, Paul himſelf 
acknowledges that he was weak iz preſence, and tis 
Speech Was not with the enticing wiyds ws Wiſ- 
dome, A crucified Chriſt was all their Rhetorick. 
Now theſe impotent deſpicable Perſons, were im- 
ployed ro ſubdue the World tothe Croſs of Chriſt; 
and'in that ſeaſon, when the Roman Empire was at 
its height, when'the moſt rigorous Severitics were: 
uſed againſt all * Innovations, when Philoſophy and 
Eloquence were in their flower and Vigour, ſo that 
Truth - unleſs adorn'd with the dreſs and artifice of 
falſhood was deſpis'd, and a Meſſage from God him-. 
ſclf;unleſs eloquently convey'd, had no force to pex- 
ſwade. Therefore the Apoſtles debafed themſclyes 
in the ſenſe of their own weakneſs, We have this trea-* 


ſure in earthen veſſels, That the excellency of the po pl 


may be of God, not of us. Twas from diſtumſt of them- 
ſelves,their true confidence in God proceeded, They 
were onely ſo far powertul as he enabled them: like 
i@ryments in which there is not Vertue ſufficient for. 
the carving of a Statue, ifthey do not receive. icing 
preſt from the Artificer that uſes them. Bricfly, as 
God the Author of Wontlers uſes that which is weak | 
in Narure, to conquer the moſt rebellious parts of it: 
He 
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in the Contrivance of Mays Redemption. - 
le makes the, .ſand a more powerful bridle to 
Dh fi RV k G £4 than the ſtrong- 
eſt'bin $ taif's by the induſtry of Mex, and corpgs'd 
of the moſt "folid materials : ſo he. was pleaſed by a 
| attleſs impotent perſons to confound the wiſdom 
and overcome the power of the World. 


Soe- ' "The great udden and laſting Change that was 


made In'the World by the Preaching of the Goſpel, 


is a certain Argument of the Divine Power. that ani- 


mated thoſe mean appearances, and that no inſtru- 
ment is weak in Gods hands. - 

y Be! range of the Change is ſuch, that it. was 
only poſſible to Divine Power.” Tis a great Miracle to 


render ſight to the Blind, but 'tis moxe miraculous to 


' inlighten the Dark mind, to ſee the truth and. beauty 


of Supernatural Myſteries, when they are diſguis'd 
under reproach 8& ſad repreſentations, and cffectually 
to believe them, eſpecially when the inferiour appe- 
tire is ſo contrary to Faith, *'Tis a prodigy to raiſe 
the Dead, but 'tis more admirable to ſancify ar-ha- 
bituated ſinner. For in comparing the quality of 
thoſe Miracles,that is the greateſt in the performing 


whereof God is diſcover'd to be the abſolute Lord of 


the greater Nature: Now the intellectual Nature is 
ſuperiour-to the corporeal. Belides, there is no 
contradiftion from a Dead body againſt the Divine 


| Power in raiſing it ; on the. contrary, ifany ſenſe 


were remaining, it would. ardently deſire to be re- 
ſtor'd to the full enjoyment of Life: but corrupt Na- 
ture is moſt oppolite to renewing Grace, -Now theſe 
maryelous effects were produced by the Revelation 
of Feſwe Chriſt to the Heathens. The glorious light 


of Truth ſcattered che thick and terrible darkneſs of 


Igno- 
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*23% _ "The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, | 
orance-and exrour. that was ſo univerſal. The 

aſpel .in. its. power-and the* qualityoof its effects, 

was like thoſe words, Let there be Light, which the 

Eternal Wotd-pronounced upon the confuſed iGhnes, 

and infuſed:a Soul and Life into the World. Fhe 

clear knowledge of God in his Nature, and Glorious 

 * Works of Creation and Redemption, of the duty of 

"Man, of the future ſtate, was communicated to the 

- meaneſt underſtandings. And' in proportion to the 

Light of Faith, ſuch was the meaſure of Picty, and 

Holineſs, Idolatry that had Number, Antiquity, 

Authority of its ſide, was intirely aboliſht. The 

falſe Deities were caſt outof the Temple: and the 

Croſs of Chriſt was planted in the Hearts of Men, 

Theſ Accordingly the Apoſtle tells the Theſſalonians ; For 

CY "they themſelves ſhew of us, what manner of extring in 

-we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from Idols, 

to ſerve the Living and true God, and to wait for his 

Son from Heavew, whom he raiſed from the Dead,even 

wh which delivered us from the wrath to come, In- 

numerable from ſecret Atheiſm 8& publick Gentiliſns 

were converted to acknowledg and accept of the Re- 

deemer for their Lord, What could produce ſuch a 

marvelous change in the World but an Almighty 

power £ How ſeemingly a 1; was it to bring ſo 

many, who were ow in thelr natures, perverſe in 

their cuſtoms,and indubitably aſſenting to their falſe 

Religions, from ſuch a diſtance as -the Worſhip of 

innumerable Deities, to adore a Crucified God ? 

"Twas admirable that, A/-zxander broke the Perſian 

Empire with an Army of Thirty Thouſand : but 

what is there comparable in that Conqueſt, to the 

Acts of the Apoſtles © How much leſs difficult Is it 

for ſame Nations tb change their Kings, than for all 


to 
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.: in 'the Contrivante of Man's Redemption. 
to ciange their Gods: How far more 6alie is it to over- 
come the bodies of Men, than ſubdue their Souls * 
Upon the moſt exact inquiry, there will. never bc 
found .in humane nature any cauſe _ to produce 
ſuch an effet, nor in the Records of all Ages any 
example like it.- 

Add to this the excellent Reformation in the hearts 
and lives of Men. As their underſtandings, fo rheir 
wills and affe&tions the ſources of ation were mira- 
culouſly alver'd, What the Sages of the "World 
could not effe& in a few ſele Perſons, The Goſpel 
hath done in great numbers, nay rais'd them above 
all their fcigned Ideas, above the higeſt pitch of their 
Proud: Philoſophy. Thoſe ſtrong and furious paſſions 
which Natural Reafon was as unable to reſtrain, as 


a-threed of filk is to govern a fierce bealt, the Goſpel . 


hath tamed and brought into order : It hath execu- 
ted what Philoſophy durſt never enterpriſe, deſpairing 
of Succeſs. The Goſpel hath made the Wiſe Men 
of the World reſign their Reaſon to Faith ; it hath 
perſwaded Carnal Men to mortify the Fleſh, the 
Ambitious to deſpiſe ſecular Honours, the Volup- 
tuous to renounce their Pleaſures, the Covetous to 
diſtribute their Goods to the Poor, the Injur'd and 
Incenſed to forgive their Enemies, and all this for 
Love to God, an affetion unknown to all other Laws 
and Inſtitutions; Where-ever it came,it miraculouſly 
' transform'd Pagans into Chriſtians;;-which was as 
truly Wonderful, as for the Baſilisk.to part with its, 
Poiſon, fora Wolfe to be chang into a , nay, 
_ ' for Dogs, (ſuch were the Gentiles in our Saviours 
Language ) to be chang'dinto Angels of light and 
#rity. Ancminent inſtance we have of its efficacy 
in the Corinthians, who intheir Heathen- ſtate were 
M m.m guilty 
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tn Is 
©2:71hg pel, poſtle teſtifys, they were 

2 Cor.6. 10, Waſhed, ſanitifird, and Fuſtified in rhe Neme of the 
Is Loyd Feſies, and by the Spirir of oor God. Tuftine 
7 tells Txiphon,that thoſe who had been Ntain'd 
with all filthineſs, and enſlay'd by-charming imperi. 
| , ous -luſts, yet becoming Chriſtians, 
'O1 mdMeu phy mop"Aous X'" they were purified and freed, and 
CovTes, WV + _ a delighted in thoſe Vertues -that 
pany 0 were moſt contrary to*their form- 
haha er Vices, This Alteration was ſo 
viſible, that —_ lives - the CIO were an 
Apologic for their Faith, Amnd 'tis ſtrongly urged 
ME Orfew Tertullian, Laitantins and leks; - a 
convinceing . proof of the Divinity of the Chriftian 
Doctrine, thatir made the Profeſſours of it Divine 
in their converſations. The Creation of Grace 

was like the Creation of Nature, when trees ſpran 
up in aninftant laden with fruits,ſo in theconmmet 
all the bleſſed fruits of the Spixit, Love, Joy, Peace, 
Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, 
Plin.L:3b.r o Temperance abounded, This teſtimony even a Pagan 
Epiſt.7, Perlecutor gives the common ſort of Chriſtians, chat 
they aſſembled to fing Hymns to Chriſt, that they 
obliged themſelves ſolemnly to injure no Perſon, to 
deceive none, to preſerve faithfully what was com- 
mitred to them, to be alwayes true. And as in obedi- 
ence tothe Goſpel, they gaye a divorce to all the 
ſinful delights of ſenſe, ſo, which was incomparably 
more difficult, they egabrac't thoſe things which Na- 
ture doth moſt abhor : no Religion in the World e- 
ver expoſed its followers to ſuch Sufferings, nor in- 
ſpir'd them with ſuch reſolution to ſuſtain them. 
f All 


 - iuthe Contrivance of Mans Redemption: - 

All other Religions were ions of the fleſh,and 

being allyed together, if any time jealouſy cauſed 
a-diſcord between them, yet an open Perſecution 
was:unuſual. But when Chriſtianity firſt appear'd, 
they all curn'd their Hatred and Violence againſt it, 
as a foreigner. of 2 different extraftion, How ma- 
ny living Martyrs were Exiles for the Faith, and 
depriv'd* of all humane conſolation * yet they e- 
ſteem'd themſelves more bleſſed in their Miſeries 
than others in their Pleaſures. How many thouſands 
were put to Death for the honour of our Redeem- 
er * yet theleaſt thing is the number, in compari. 
ſon of the manner of their Sufferings. If they had 
ſaffer'd a mild Martyrdome,an cafte & ſudden Death, 
wherein the Combat and Vicory had been finiſht at 
2 Blow, their Love and cou- 


aJr 


rage had not been fo admir- 
able : but they endur'd tor- 
ments {© various and terrible, 
_ that had they not been prac- 
tifd upon them by their ene- 
 mies, it were incredible that 
ever Malice ſhould be fo inge- 


nious to invent, or cruelty ſo 


Ulpian wrote ſeven books, to deſcribe 
the Variety of Torments the Chrifti- 
ans ſuffered. Timebit forlitan ca- 
ro gladium gravern, & crucem ex- 
cellam, & rabiem- Beſtiarum, & 
ſurmmam ignium pornam, & omae 
Caruificis ingenium - iu Tormentis- 


harden'd to inflict them. If all the Furie of Hell 


had- come forth to 


{t new Tortures, they could 


nct have deviſed worſe. Neither was their mere ſuf- 

ering ſuch Torments ſo aſtoniſhing, as their rea- »- 
dineſs to encounter them, and their behaviour under 
them. They maintained theic Faith ia the preſence 


of the moſt formidable Prin- 
ces. Some who might by fa- 
your, were afraid to eſcape 
the common Perſecution, -e- 

Mmm 2 


Egnatius ſaid to ehe Romans Jiſſvad- 
ing bim from ſuſfering,Ignoſcite mihi 
filioli,quid mihi profit ego (cio. Hie- 
rot. De Script. Eccleſiaſt. 


ſteeming 
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| Neva Po gronions but Martyrdom, They - 
co carneftly to ſuffer, and envied others the. 
h6nourable Ignominy and happy Torments that were 
exdurd- for their beloved Redeemer, We have an. 
inſtance of their Courage 'in T:burrime, who thus. 
ſpake to his Judges : Bind me to Racks and Wheels, 
condemn mie, baniſh me, load me with Chains, burn 
. me, tear me, -omit no kind of Torment... 1f you 
baniſh me, the ſmalleſt corner of the Earth ſhall be to 
me as the whole World, becauſe I ſhall find my God 
there : If you kill me, by the ſame a& you will give 
me. the happy Libtrty I ſigh after, and deliver me 
from a Priſon on Earth to reign in Heaven : It you 
condemn me to the fire, I have quencht other flames in 
refiſting Concupiſcence: Ordain wht Torment you 
leaſe, ir ſhall not trouble me, ſince my Heart is 
Kd with Love to ſuffer and deſire ir, They were 


Tade ef eos thankful .to thoſe who condemned them, and re-- 
rey: 


&d their Executioners with the ſame eye, as 
tentiis ve- St, Peter did the Angel, that brake off his Fetters, 
ftris gratis to reſtore him to Freedom. They chearfully re-- 
agimus. ceivedthem, as thoſe who brought the keys of Para- 
Terr. diſe in the ſame hands wherewith they brought. their, 

Swords. They enter'd into the Fire with. joy, and. 

were not only patient but triumphant in their Suf- 
Hiceſt bz- ferings, as'if they had been glorified in their Souls, 
bitus vitto= 204 impaſſible ro the Sufferings of their Bodies. , I 
— have 'feen, ſaith Exſebizs, the Executioners tired. 
vel :z1; with tormenting them, lie down panting and breath- 
currs trium> ing, and others not leſs fierce, but more freſh ſuc- 
bamns.Ter. 
tul. Totay bominem animus circumfert, & quo velit trMgiget.. Tertul. ad 


Mart. 
ceed 


is the Contrivance of Man's Redemption, 
ceed in their cruel. Service;, But I neves ſaw- the 


Martyrs weary of Sufferings, nor heard:thetn deſire/ 


_ a Trace, much leſs Deliverance from them,:; If the 
Judges were ſoftened with their Blood, | atd.by:the 
force of. Nature were compell'd to be compaſſionate, 
ſo as to offer theni a releale if they, would'bur feign 
to.deny Chriſt ; They were-fill'd with indignation, 
eſteeming it the worſt injury, that. their Perſecutors 


expected, they would be guilty of but che ſhadow of 
Inddeliry to their dear Saviour, They were ambi- 


tious of the longeſt and molt terrible Sufferings for 
His ſake, to be Martyrs in every member. They ſang 
the Praiſes of Chriſt.(cheir Tongues being harmonious 
with the. affections of their Hearts) in the Flames, 


they-preach'd Him from the Croſſes, they rejoiced 
in him as their.only Good, in the midſt of devouring 


Beaſts, Brizfly, They preſerved an inviolable Fai 
to Him, notwithſtanding the moſt furious Batteries 
againſt, them: The barbarous Enemy miglit tear 
their Hearts from their Breaſts, but never Chriſt from 
their Hearts, to whom they were inſeparably united. 
by Love, ſtronger than the moſt cruel Death, 
Now. what. leſs then the Divine Power could ſup- 
port them-under thoſe Torments, . which 'cis almoſt 
incredible a Body. made of fleſh could endure 2 I wil 
not Diſpute whether it exceeds all Natural force to 
ſuffer ſuch, from a vitious AﬀeRion of Pride, -or ob-+ 
' ſtinacy : but the frequency of it exceeds all Natural 
Poſſibility. *Twas not impoflible for one of the Ro- 
mans to hold his Right Hand unmoved over a burn- 
ing Torch, to extinguiſh in the King their Enemy, 
all hopes drawing him the Secrets of his 
Country by the force of T&rments , but it was not 
Poſlible that many thouſands.ſuch ſhould have _ 
me 
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Rome, For then that ſingle Example had not been 
ſo wonderfyl in all Antiquity. But the Noble Army 
of Martyrs who bvercame in the moſt bloody bartels, 
was numerous beyond account; and compos'd. of all 
ſorts of Perſons, of the aged and infirm, of tender 
Youths, of delicate Women, of the Honourable 
snd obſcure , Yet in that difference of Ages, and 

s Sexes, and States, there appear'd fuch an equality 
ame voy © of Vertue, that it was Viſible, the ſame Heavenly 
robufti Cor- 5 0D. 
poris viri e- Spirit inſpir'd them all with Courage, and by afſur- 
Juſmodi La- ing them of Ecernal Life, made them deſpiſe preſent 
cerationes Death. Such Heroical and frequent Conſtancy muſt 
perferre ne- he aſcribed to the Brea#H-plate of Faith, and Love , 
quewnts ©” of a Coeleſtial temper, wherewith the Almighty had 
clamate&+ ge- Arm'd th 
nitus edunt, IM @ nem. nr Fg 
quia deeft i1- IF it be ſaid that ſome have died for a falſe Religi- 
lis inſpirata on,ſo that the extraordinary affiſtance of Heaven was 
patientia. not neceſſary to encourage the Chriſtian Martyrs. 
Noftiri awtem The Anſwer is clear. There is a vaſt difference be- 
wt de viris + en the number of the Sufferers, and-manner of 
$aceam pert their $ fl . 

&mulier cu- UNCcrings. 
le tortores 1. Some few moved by Vanity and Melancholy, 
ſuos tacite ox compell'd, have ſuffered for a falſe Religion, thar 
vitcunt > & gg authoriſed by the Cuſtom of their Country for 
= mere many Ages. - But innumerable Chri/ians animated 
anc BL, art by the example of their Crucified King, freely facri- 
nis poteſt. © ficed themſe ves for the teſtimony of the Goſpel upon 
ef 6-4 the firſt Revelation of it, ' before any humane reſpets 
Lib. 5-c.13- gave colour to it. a | 
2: In thoſe who ſuffer'd for a falſe Religion were 
viſible either Fear or Vain-glory, Stubbornneſs or 

''2 Rage; But the Chriſtians in their greatait Sufferings 
expreſt Magnanimity without Pride, Conſtancy 
without Fierceneſs, Patience without Stupidity, and 
ſuch an admirable Compaſſion to their Enemies, as 

; | perſuaded 


< GIN"; £ Fe 7 
p « th. 
N a 


his time, 


Chriſt, the Rowan E 
Churches. 
Generation, 


ador'd. 
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perſuaded ſome of their Tormentors to be 
naons with them in Martyrdom. 

2. The ſuddainneſs and univerſality of the change 
cffe&ted by the Goſpel, is a ſignal Evidence of the 
IIS that Re it, w+- ; 
the admirable progreſs of it # all the world, during 
In ths your with incredible ſwiftneſs it <1 
paſt through Jades, Samaria, Syria,Greece,and all the 

arts of the known habirable- World. Tacitus acknow- 

dges that in the eleventh year of Nere, great num- 
bers of Chriſtians were at Rowe, at a great diſtance 
from the place where the 
. Fr appears from the Writings 
ſtians, that in the Second Cenrery after the Death of 
re was fill'd with Chriſtian 
was peopled with a new 
Now what Secret Power produced 
that ſuddain and univerſal Chang 
paſs that the 


The Apoſtle declares 


:{ was firſt preach'd. 
the Primitive Chri- 


e? Howcame it to-. 
, contrary to the order of new 

Things, ſhould be ſo readily receiv'd, and in thoſe 
places where the-moſt inſuperable obſtacles oppos'd 

it * In Corinth the Seat of Luxury 
nels, in Epheſus where 1dolatry had its Throne; in 
Rome it ſelt where Honours; Riches, Pleaſures were 


and Voluptuouſ- 


Moſes with ail his great Miracles never 
conquer'd one Nition to the true God. 
ſees compaſt Sea and Land te make a Proſelyte : But 
the Goſpel in a little time converted many Nations 
from their Opinions. and Manners wherein they had 
been inſtructed and educated, to thoſe that were not 
only different but- contrary.. The wonder in Eſa» 
was exceeded, That a Nation was born in a day. For 
the World was renewed. as it were -in a moment.. 
Such a.quickening univerſal Efficacy was join'd with 


. & \ 
& 


compa- 


Phari- Mat. 23, 


the 


Ergo vinct> ing | ſpe ist} 
a xo ifini P wy : main- 
cidimur, tain'd:iby:.the ſucceſſive force of th t Wits, 
plurer effici- vr declin'dand'came to-nothing. But Chriſtizgity 


mur, Quotics ended only-by its own Authority eſtabliſh. ak Dies 
"0-1-4 Minion, and 2ais'd an Eternal Empire of Truth iand 


eſt Sanguis Holmeſs in the World; The Reaſonof Man cannot - 
. Chriſtiano- |} into its Productions a Principle.of 'Lite,only 
rum,Tertul. char Power which conveys to Man 'an immortal 
Apol. Soul;+can derive to its Inſtitutions a:Spirit ta;Anis 
Diocleſian, Mateand: preſerve them. And this Victorious Pets 
Jovian. & manent Efficacy of the Goſpel is more admirable; in 
Maximini- .xegard-it prevail'd without the afliſttance, and againſt 
anus,Hcrcu- ghe oppotition of all. The-more it was' 0] the 
us, Czl2- ore it proſper'd. Ir gain'd creditand Diſciples by 
—_— Contradicion and Perſecution, it was multiplicdby 
pou Orien- the Deaths of its followers. - The Cloud Witneſſes 
tem, & Oc- diſſolving in-a ſhower of Blood, made the 'Church 
cidentem FPFruitful. - Although ſome Perſecuttors have beaſt» 
Imperio Ro- &4 of their utter aboliſhing the Chriſtian Nameiwall 
maya, parts of the Empire; yer thoſe-inſcriptions are the 
Ching -ng.. Proud Monuments of their Vanity,not Viftory, Ty- 
qui Remp., TSAnts Are periſhe, but Truth remains for evc re bo By 
ev:rtebam, which 'cis evident, that as the Goſpel-had c_—_ 
extinfo. Principle than,whatis from below, fo it. was aſbited 
with mere than;-Humane Power. Toſugrup inſhore 

what hath bcen. amplified ; howGloriouſly-was the 

An of che:Lord revealed in railing the'Werld»that 


for 


captivated arr arrane 7 Woe _ 
nd heme: iy 
NIN ſex who were not by temper 


wero form by RN inflexible, . nay, who 
gore ripe = 
| yet ſo , 2s-t0/ 
allabbrencarn of Cruelty? Whatis more aſto- 
. niſhing: than to ſee'a flock of ſheep encounter and 
- overcome-an Army of Lyons * This was the Lords 
7c gence carey hor are any yes. Brief- 
. ly,” the -making a Crucified. Pezſon to Reignin the 
- midft of his Enemies, .and to give-Laws'to'the whole 
Earth, is a'Viftory worthy 'the: Lord of Hoſts. 
. The Converſion - of the World to Chriſtianity. was 
the effect of infinite Mercy,and equal Power, 
Laſtly; The :Divine- Power ſhall be a 
mavifelte3in che eapleat Salvation ofthe Chur 
-at the end of-the World: © Jeſus Chriſt as Media- 
- tour is inveſted with: Sovereign Power in Heaven 


«bd Barth: and in thatquality- he thall exerciſe it, : Cor: 15. 


till our Salvation is finiſhe. For hei maſt reign till *5- 


, are intircly ſubject to him , the 
«Will, : Univerſal Nature is Go- 


Nonn : vern'd 
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*Fhexefore perf 
is xefer'd to ime, when, 


it 


_ 
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if 


THER 


Adeption ſhall be atthe laſt Day- 


ity privately”, 


- 


ty ell enree'd the C 


qt Gt 


eain'd Licenſe 


4 .cro? 


and is vome- 


into it, © E will 
the Saints' ſhall be rais'd, 2nd 
in that laſt 


Gods Juſtice:” As 


"der why'the 
how 'the Divirie Power will be* 


© x: he General reaſon'is from 
the-Occonomy of Divine Providence requires, there 
45h the Aﬀions of all Me 
xetderes everyone di their quality; £''tis 


dicialTheone- to 


465 _— ET Drwine alttrivates, 
| ary thatthe;Pesfon be Judged g:and notone; 
obey 1 The:bam; Gommends! the entire Map. 
moms his-Eſſential >Parts the:$0ul--and: Body, ; 
as. jor violated by. | ., l-) 
the ' engl \48; | 
Atibuted to the. Soul, .hecauſe;'+ Youghe 
"Pons of.chem, —— the Actions are.im 
the,wbole Man. . The. Soul is the Guide, op 
drint_ in the Inſtrument :/ tis reaſonable therefore .that 
LO ſervitio !.;, ſhould receive their recompence. We ſee the Exe 
magir «ti- ample of thisin Humane Juſtice, whiah:is-a-copy of, 
mur. Sal. the Divine. | The whole Man is puniſht.or rewaxded.. 
The'Soul is puniſht with Diſgraceand Infamy, the 
ly with Pains: the Soul is rewarded with Eeem 
Honour, the Body with External, marks,of Dig- 
| nity. Tous the _ Juſtice ny render tg, got ha 
—_ one. According to thinss doxe in the » i 
2 Cor.5.10- Good or Evil. (oe | 
| 2, The ſpecial reaſon of the Saints Reſurrection 
is their. Union with Chriſt : for he: is not ovly, ous 
Redeemer and Prince, but our ſecond ; Adaw, the 
ſame in Grace as the. firſt was in Nature-') Now 
as from the fixſt the Soul was deſtroyed by Sin, 
the Body by Death, ſo the ſecond —_ them 
to their Primitive ſtate , the one by Grace, -theather 
1 Cor: 25. Þy 4 Glorious Reſurrection. $-w9or mp the.. Ar 
21, poltle ſaich, :hat by Man came Death, avd by Man 
Came, the Reſurreition from the Dead. Chriſt rg: 
moved the Moral and Natural impoſſibility of ous 
Glorious ReſurreRtion : the Moral, by the, infigite 
merit of his Death, whereby Divine Juſtice: is 
fied, that otherwiſe would not; permic.the;Guilty, to 
be reſtor'd to, Eternal Life: and-the N Natural, by 
his rifing from the Grave to. a. Glorious; Imogtali 


For 


ix rhe. Cantrivancs SAM Ratnmipn: 4%, 
Fout-his"Thfifice Power 'can(do/ the farnBin all Belles 


vas( Tis fersthe Reeſhrrt-! 
jOfh v that vf Clift} nor _ 
Catſc, butthe |; pe rmeserd e " 
- naſtbe\bonflem'{rothe Head)” the Ohildren rogherr 
Fathey the' younger r6 the elder Brother; > Cor. \ 
fe bb#44"*eall'd, *0he firſs-Priits of "thdms* thai fieps 
aid #he fieſb begetten of the Dead, In Obits Refs Rover - 
reMionouts is fo fully aſfur'd; that the event/ s/ ith 0s 
fallible.'- Now no leſs than Infinite Poweris'requi- 
lite tiraife the Bodies ofthe Saints fromthe duſt;arid 
eo transform them into the ſimilitude of Chriſts,'+ ++ 
-'2.: To raiſe them. Nothing-is more- aſtoniſhing 
eo Nature than that the Bodies which after fo —_—_— 
es 'in- the 'perperual circulation of the Elemenrs mow OO 
have paſt intoa thouſand different Forms, one patt” pus hatis 
of than being reſolved into Water, another evapo> ne Denm _ 
rated into Air, another turn'd into: Duſt, ſhould 4» poſſcom- 
be reftor'd /to- their-firſt-State. What'Willdom is 1 12m nec 
requiſiree:to ſeparate the Parts fo mixt and' confound- EFOE 
ed? what Power to recompoſe them 2 what Vertne ſiſere yy 
irethem withnew Life * It may ſcem more mortales etek 
diffculr than to revive a Dead Budy whoſe Organs 1itate dona- 
and/ matter- is not chang 'd, of which we have Ex- '*> **<revo- 
amples in the Scripture, When the” Spirit of the |" —_ 
Lord plac't Bzekjel in the midſt of a Valley cover'd = 2 
with bones, and cauſed him-to conſider attentively ©” 
their Number which. was very great, and'their-ex- 
tream dryneſs, he askthim, whether theſe bones could 
liue't \upon. which: as one divided and ballanc't be- —_——— 
tween the ſeeming Impoſlibility of the thing in-it ” © 
ſelf; andthe conſideration of the Divine Power-tb 
whiclt nothing is impoſſible, he anſwered,” Lord thou 
kwowefo,' Upon this God commanded him, rs Prophefic 


upon 


_ 


"® i hes Sn nay bi: 'F 
potuemintneuog es | 


poo 0 eer ery eek 
of, Life, and: food: up an' exceeding” great! Army. 
Now whether this was really repreſented ty higvue- 
ward ſenſes,or Br fe reS rn fo. ner 
- --| 1 imagination, no 
Tu periri minely affected himy- as with Joy in-hopevtthe'mir 
Deo credis f ene Reſtoration-of nn that: Viſion forec 
quid ocxlis toldgi\ſo-with: adwiration-of 'the Divine Power. Bat 
fr bebe- when'the. Trumpet of the Arch+ l{hallfondd ce 
wand Univerſal Jabilce, and: call. 'Dead from-gN- 
pany nia * their Deas when mat near rt = 
Depolitaries: ſhall effectively reſtore Dotth- 
reno in mttod ther How Admirable- will the Power of 
humorem ſol- God appear | ett] 
vitur, velin 2, 5 leſs than Infnire ————" 
orion, wr; the raiſed mn oe rr 
1", Apoſtle ſpeaks with an exaggeration of it For our 
Me fab Ganverſation is is Heaven, from whenee we hook 
ducitur 1no- . for the Sever the Lord Fefws, Chyi oft; who 
his, ſed Deo our Vide Bodies, — like ante s 


elementorum (Glorious: cord:mg Fo the woah Hors oe he -is 
reſemblance 


enſtodia 0+ \hie to fubdue a obing: to 
44-1 ang will eny inthe Perſon of Bolievess,” All Men: oe 


ED et like: DEE 
pe ore) conformity*to in 
and\Immoatality. - How  Gloxious the\ 


Saw mn hand about me ;, Which''was 
the Light of the Face of- Chriſt 'that 
ring with Blindneſſe. One Ray of this re 


fleing! upon the firſt Martyr Saint Srepbe's- in his 
Stirs, ngyy gas a0 lical Glory 'to his coun- 

Saint n tells us, when ——_— ys Zodu* 
e2e like him, He alludes to the ri . 
Synz! buc: with' this difference :. when the 

in.the \ , the Stars are ade tobe 

Coke Diadita Saints ſhall be cloahid with 
he canto rm wa _— _——_— 
Glory: Omnipotency alone ubdaes 
can raiſe and refine them from their Drofs unto ſach 
an admirable Bri . The Angels will beſuc- 
Pe a the Dol. - The Lord Fifee Chit ok 
out: ej8s it will-be | 
dos OI all them that Believe. 7 S Fee 


P: Their Bodies ſhall be raiſed to x Glorious® 


lranortality. -In' this the General ReſurreQion is 
Different - .thiat* which: was Particular, as of- 
one. 


| Lazarwibythe | 
to- flight, only for ſome time : for his ſecond life- 
was' no nore- exempt- from Death, than his firſt :- 
Bus - 


s 
no: 


» 
£ 


” 
wm 


5 


, inter ies of” 
Druinity, tv the purified fret et 
| arte Aaean Gals power were redfu. 
tomuince men in their corrupt ftate, that the _ 


_ th: Goſpel came from __ The amy 2s owning 


FE by the mo ny from Heaven. E: 
"Ian gtterly 40cr, 


tempered reſpects mov. d them th p bo Reſurreat. 
| pres fie The nature + {ago Kc .conſs- 
rd, At npay of « matter Let 4 ak verified to 
Ny their, Senſes, | The nitormigy- of, it fecwres we 
there - mas no corr uption bu the Witneſs, ang that it 
| Tv. The Jl the art of 1 with gr 
k 62 Mixagles the Apoſtles did in the Name 
, of Chris ſong, aemonſtration that he mas raes'd to 
kk Pprer was Faniznnued. i the 
| Fur for 6 FPEs.. The Conclulian,henrreaferible 
. A bo gIVE Uh, entire Aſlgnt to the truth of Chriſti 
Fate. Ipfrdelity wot to belicue it ; 
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Vid. Mr. 
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account of 


The Reaſo- 


nableneſs of 
Chriſtianity» 


by many, mica 


cies of ir which are viſible to the purget 
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s ing! of-xH«4Di 
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FoodabeG 
for 
of [His Fayour-ro the Perſon obfefvChrin, 


tas Doctrine, no reaſonable doubt #4 
main concerning it. . Tndeed the internal 


if 


one 


Eye6f the 
Soul, are clear marks of its Divinity. The MyRte- 
ry of our Redcmption is made up of- various parts, 
inthe Union of which ſuch an cident Wiſdom! *ap- 
pears, | that the 7ationel" Mind; unleſs enflived: 'by 
prejudice, muſt be raviſht into” compliance? Even 
that- which moſt offends Senſe, the Meanne(#6f our 
Saviour condition in re and the _—_ to 
which He -was expos? o perfeRly eſpond 
with his great tn to make Men holy and heaven- 
ly, that Sn appears" to be the *effe& of 'malt riſe 
Counſel. And.ſuch a Beauty of Holineſs ſhines in 
the Morel part, as clearly proves God to be'its Au- 
thour, -It denounces ' war = ainſt all Vices, and 
commands» eyery- Vertue. that is- excellent in 
himane \ Inſtitutions * it delivers with infinite whore 
aohget and cfhieacy-: And what natural reaſoifdid 
to, it fully deſcribes in-order to the'G 
of God. and the Happineſs of Man; Now as C 
the Authour 'of Nature; hath by Taſts, 
and ocherſenſible qualities,diſtinguiſh'd thingy i 
ſom from noxious, even. to the I rt race - 
tures :- So He hath: much'more 
that are ſaving from deadly, kari opt 
fromthe falſe, by vndoubred evidences to ops: 


will; 


— - 


in CT —————_— 46) 


will exerciſe their Spiritual Senſes, and ſincerely de- 
ſire to know and-obeytir. Andebar abr witcnd 
holy embgaced \it.in the face of' rhe (greateſt 


Ir 
x0; 4 
ory 


| {hould> ſuffer irhoſe £0: ery 

roux; who from an ardent AﬀeRion to'Hitit 
__ whatever:i5amiableor terrible inthe-world * - 
it poſhble He ſhould: deny-the Knowledg RE 
+ ptr ed yah gave ſuch « pure Love! to Elite: 
elf 511; - 

Bur -the: humene Nature in its co ed Rath i 
contrary jboth /to:the Doctrine of che , that 


p s Supernatural Verities hard to believe, aid. 


to the commands of it; that: enjoin hard: to dot 
For this. reaſon. 'twas neceſſary that God by ſoine '<£- 


ternal Qperations, the- undeniable. effects of - His 


CPE diſcover to the World his \upptobarioh 


Naw dhatCluil is the Sen of God; andRedcimer: 


of the, Warld, was miraculouſly declared from Hea:, 


ven. by-the: whole Divinity, There are; Three the 1 John 1.5: 


bear Record in Heaven, the Father; and the Word, 


axd the Holy and three | are One." The 
No ng ry NE: 


Baptiſm, and Transfiguration, Thew art my beloved 14.14.15, 


Sox; 311, whow I ans well pleaſed," The Son by his glo+ 
rigus wy—_ ma when He. ſtruck hinrt6 the 


"—_— 


we. ore 


perſeratsſt tho we? 
— mas ſd radiant, htm ed ie, \ſtrotip,: the Aa 
on.it made ſo deep and ſenſible; that he knew 
e fram God, Heimanifeſted 'Himfelf 
with that brightneſs, /Thur be felt hf 
#1 ££4ll in-4 He. reviv'd him and 


> _—__ 


Rome 1» 4+ 


| igrhinc;} rhar-ahepny > "who 


| Blivey;' For that: 


will. particulartyc 
rnd Dibiic bn 9m uy 
this being the moſt important” Artiede 6f the 
ard ttic demonſtracion of 'alt che"2ef;"+ Fr ar 
conceivable- that God would by his '& "Power 
hayerais'd Him fromthe Grave to a'glorious Life, 
(andic is impoſſible He ſhould/ be” f Me 
ha# taken the Name ofthe Sea of God is vaity \and 
to hinfelf Divine Honour, -and only pre 


thar he-was fenr from Hin, / 7 Get wh 


reft3ow He was declay'd te be the' Sm 
Miffion, 


the” proof of 
of God's Son, which He alwaics attri- - 
Himſelf + Now if 


dr On riſen,” 


juſtifies the. trach of his- Do&vine,. and 
of the 


= an L3 "HivDonfis veemre. by As 
ra; $d120Es chat He Sufferett 


+ Cruci ; :and-cal him by rave thutits 
che mark OF His Pumilficgent: Bac bis RefurteAton 


they/perempromly deny. Now the aan” 


- ſent 


fern tp 
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cher Ordet,. had 2 mirtcalous 
Hexven (Loft 


 mejto tet 


' 


names ſome | colourable ObjeQtions a; 
z' But if we duely confider 
oa dy incredible that any deceit copl, 
it, For as all the ations of rea Hroyhngs 
from-Reaſon ſolid or apparent, ſo yi, 
poſt and FARK " never without. { : OiPP. 
Deſign: For contrary to N 
NI) LOI Pu Conſideration f 


attribured the Do&tine of the Goſpel, that ſho 
chent reputation! inthe World, to the 
and aſcribed the Sg” 


8c 4-10. bz diſclaim'd it wi Oat 
thoſe who would have ador'd h 


on te Richepterithet 
as f CE TEITED 
to be coal'd and refreſh'd : And that Plep 
Nite d not be their. Aim is manifeſt:-Fos they 
met. with | nothing but Poyert end: Derſhotibay) with 


, Wit ps and all the 
Ta Futy, ; wlichthey willing withogly endured enticr 
than'teaſe from P what they had - 


'd. Their unl —_— ym 
their Native Countey, jon pai to allthe known 
parts of the Earth, to- convey the Do@rine of Feſwo 
Ch7il, is a ſtrong Demonſtration that: they believed * 
ir to-bs true, and of infinite moment, moſt worthy 
of all the dangers to which they voluntarily expoſed 
themſelves, Never did Ambition or Avarice, the 
moſt «/Zive Paſſions, cauſe men to be more t, 
than they were to communicate the Knowledg of our 
Saviour to all Nations. Now what greater affurance 
RY ION Joie von they were ſincere in 


their 
; The nature of. the Teſtimony. makes it 


Seron 

of amarcer of Fat... If it had been-ſome- | 
of univerſal Things abſtracted from. 
, and above the. cognizance of | the-Senſes; 


there” night be ſome pretence to-obje&t, That the- 
DW 


ke acquiring of Re 


vers 


june bmw ggant — ;- For 


ime with beds 


_ to Him, and' hs Death un 
engraved the linezments of his 


Rs Graamancs. He apperrt to them not 


ence af twice, but many times, and not 


 thav-preſently + 
n funny Rot ry Baker 


£cax'£0/ believe chis-Trath. 


pended! detweon: 
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Hpoſe lor | yy Rae were not "Ap 
When the if 
aFurd them thay Evra. riſen, 
and Fears, 
"they were vehemebriy 
Him die on the Crofs rhree 


daies —_— _ their 'Memories were tilt. *lt's 


"with the 


frightful images of his Sufferjn 


, fo that 


Luk. 24-37, they were ballanc'd between'the* preſent Feftimony 
of. Senſe, and the freſh remembrance of whay they 


99 43+ 


I Joh.1.I- 


had ſeen. 


Therefore He juſtified the" truth 


of his 


Reſurrection toall their Senfes. Hedifcours'd with 
them, made thei feel his Wounds; car and drank 
with than, fo that "rwas impoſſible they thould be 


deceived, 


is the Comtrivenctof Mane Revemptio: 


deqeived.;tupleſs /* \'Thus-by-the. wiſe dif: 
ny ape ® doabring hach confirm 


{Thirdhy TheUniformity of the teſtimony: makes 
ievaluable upon-a-double account. Firſt, As'ir fe- 
cures us, there was /no eorruption in the Witneſſes, 
Szcondly, That it was no 1llufion. 

I, That there was no Corruption in the Wit- 
neſſes. The moſt prudent way to diſcover the falſity of 
a teſtimony, is to anterrogare the Witneſſes ſeverally, 
toſee if there be any contradiction berweetvithem, 
Butif they qr ves not only, as:to the Subſtance, bur 
Cucumſtances, their Depofition--is very:(credible. 
dow the Apoſtles exactly agreed in their teſtimony, 

ars by - the ſeveral Goſpels,” in” whichy al. 

Np in divers times andiplaces, - yet there is 

mirable, Harmony not only as wo the Fact & (8, 
Meh 0b peiaidate 8 et aths 

2. The Agreement of ſo many: proves it was no 
Illuſion; | 1f He had only eg perſons 
ſeparately, carnal Reaſon, which is ingenious to de- 
ceige itſelf, might; obje& that ic. wagonly the effect 
of. Adidewgird fancy, and-no real object-of Sence. 
But.:after| He | had; ſhewa "Himſelf . to ſome :of 
the. Diſciples apart. and that . holy Company was 
met ' together, ' uniting the ſeveral ſparks, to 

encourage their, hopes of his Reſurrefion, He came: 
to, the altogether z + and for niany daies-converſed- 
with them...  Now-who' can /believe that ſo _ 

ſhould be obſtructed with Melancholy for ſolo 
{ſo as conſtantly to remain under the powerof a ; De: 
lufion.s "Beſides, He: afterwards appear'd- to five 
hundred at once: . Now how:could ſuch a -number of 
| Ppp difterent 


Sho flonibrre/ tht Divine invibaters = 
* Aged, Sexes, heihes eh 
timie ſtruck with pee THOSE oo Fare” x 
Add further, aſt ng a tt id 
them by Melancholy, there would' have been ſome 
diſcoveries of that Humour in their Aftions; - For | 
'tis impoſſible that the Mind fo i td, ſhould 
fora long time aR Y. Bat in” the 
whole courſe of their Lives not the leaſt extravagan« 
cy appears. Their Zeal was temper'd\ with Pru- 
dence, their. Innocence was withour- Folly, their 


Converſation was ing theic Office: And 
ofthis we have a os For other- 
wiſe ſo many Perſons of excellene Wiſdom had never 


been waded:by them to embrace Chriftiar; 
hg 6 yg nee ſv furiouſly en, 


che Apoſtles as che moſt guilty Criminals, whom th 
knew tobe diſtracted, ud herefore werthyoEOane. 
paſſion rather than Hatred. (hey 
But if it be objected, that ir mighr be = Phartd 
or ſolid fortn'd according to the Li of 
Chery, that abus'd the Apoſtles, and after ſdine time 
withdrew iffelf, The vanity of che is ve- 
A he Wer effe& could not be withour 
ion of. & Spixicual Cauſe. Now the good 
Angcls cat be gui of falſhood, of which they 
had in chat repreſdntation: for He that appear'd, 
declar'd himſelf to. be: Feſas that» ſaffer'd: 'ncither 
would. the evil ufe ſuch an Arufice : The old Serpent 
was too wile to promote the-belief of Chriſt's Re- | 
ſucre&Rion,which is the Foundation of Chriſtianity, 
An Inſtitugion moſt holy, that would deſtroy. his 
Altacs, diſcredit his Oracles, bring ay" 


the erath of his Rel 


precen- 
chan _ bis Life for a Lie. 
endur'd the moſt crucl Deaths ro 
Truth of their Teſtimony, And -whac 
anduce chem. to it, if they had mot been 
in of his ReſurreRion * Could love to their 
dead Maſter animate them to fuffer for the honour of 
his Name * This is incanceiveable: For He pro- 
' mis's that He would rife the tb5r4 Day, and aſcend 
co Heaven, and maakechers rs of his Glory : 
So that if He had lam in the ratrenneſs of the Grave, 
What charm, what-fupidity was able to make them 
preſerve ſo high a Veneration for a Deceiver * No- 
thing could cematn ie chem but the memory and in- 
dination of his inipottuee, Now it it be the a/ctare 
of aamral Reaſon, that the concurrent Teſtimony 
of apo or cheer credible: Penſens, mor weaken'd by 
any -cxeeption, 'is ſulhicieet to decide -any Cauſe of 
the|gzeateſt monient, that refpets Life, ' Honour 
and Exe, how much marcſhould the atteſtation of 
d 5%; Ppp 2 the 


*- by T wv? , R if 4. 
orld; for itz and whichis infinite- 
y- mere,” if Deceivers, they would derrick, de- 
prived 'of Eternal Life in thenext, In thorr. Slnce 
the Creation never was « Teſtimony [6 dlearthd an. 
thentich; the Divine Providence ſo ordering the cir- 
ciimftances, that the Evidence ſhould be above all 
Safpicion.- Neither did it ever happen, that any 
thing -affirm'd by ſo many and ſuch worthy Perſons, 
was everſuſpected; much leſs found,to be falſe. 'Tis 
the molt unreaſonable ſtifneſs not'to yeeld an intire 
Aſent-ro'it, For there wouldbe no ſecure Founda- 
tion of determining innumerable weighty Caſes, if 
we ſhould doubt of things reported by:the moſt cxe- 
dible ccircumſpe Perſons, ſince we'can be certiffed 
by our own Senſes but of 'a few Objects. ' 
Iſhall-only add, That the Apoſtles did many and 
great Miracles in the Name of Chriſt, which was the 
ſtrongeſt demonſtration' that He was rais'd to a glo- 
rious Life,” They were inveſted by the Spirit with the 
habits of various Tongues. This kind of Miracle 'was 
neceſſary for the univerſal Preaching of the Gofpel : 
For how difficult and obſtructive had it been to their 
Work, if they muſt have return'd to their-Infant- 
ſtate, to learn the Signification of forrein Lan- 
uages, to pronounce the words in their original 
nd, andthe Accents proper to their Countrey 
Therefore the Holy Spirit, according to the promiſe 
of Chriſt, leſcended upon them, and became their 
Maſter, and in a moment impreſt on their Memories 
the forms of diſcourſing, and on their Tongues the 
manner of expreſſing them. Where-cver the Do- 
Qrine of Jeſus was preach'd, God bare them _ 
or 


sffion in this W 
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oly Gheſt,.. 
ed and half dead; he cauſtd 


Fuſtin Martyr, Irenews, Tertullian, Qrigen, 'Cypria, 
mention wks Miracles perform'd by Chriſhansin 
choſe times, Tertulber offers'to the Emperour,. to 
whom. he addreſt his admirable 4pology, to compel 
the Devils that poſſeſt Human: Bodies. ro 

themſelves to be evil Spirits, to conſtrain che Prince 
of darkneſs to enlighten his .own Slaves, - And 
Cyprian aſlures the, Goyernour of Africa, that - he 


would force the Devils to come out of the Bodies 


they tormented, armenting their cjetion. Now we 
Cannot 1 they would ſo far diſcredit their Do- 
Qrine and Reputation, as to pretend to ſuch a Power 
without they had it, In ſhort, To deny the Mira- 
cles wrought by the Primitive Chriſtians, were as 


eat raſhneſs, as to deny that Cz2ſar conquer'd . 


ompey, or that Titus ſucceeded Veſpafian. Forwe 
have the concurrent Teſtimony of the graveſt and 
beſt Men, of Underſtanding and Conſcience, who 
were Eye-witnefles, and which was not contradicted 
by thoſe ofthe ſame Age. Briefly, There are ſugh 
get charaters of the Divine Hand ;to. render the 
. Goſpel authentick, that to deny it to: be true, is to 
make God a liar. | 
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 i_— "tows mage the ilu-:- 
,and the Miracles.conficm the Dotrine. 
can there be after the- full depoſition of 
he Spe i raifing Chriſt fram the Grave; in qua- 
lifying' the wo: hy cm were rude and jgnoranr, - 
eo Knowle \Chanzy, and all'\ - 


. When our + mand up- 
- wh wy gy SE the Mcanneſs and of his 
aPPEaTance lelſen'd-their Crime, who did not ac- 
knowledg and honour him in the diſguiſe of a Ser- 
vant: Therefore they were capable.of favour. 

Many of his bloody Perſecutors were converted and 
ſaved'by the Preaching of the AprF/es. Bar ſince 
the Holy ho" ep Fr rant —_ 7 ſoſtrong 
2 Liohe, 10, neLtS A u cnt 

vis, That Fefrs whom the Fews moſt he we 
Crucified was the Son of God, that im dying He 
purchaſed the Pardon of Sin , ſince He is riſen and 
received to Glory, That all poor in Heaven and 
Earth is gives to Heim, the effe&t of which is moſt 
viſible : For ſpiritual Wickedneſſes tremble at his 
Namie, were expelled from theis Dominions, and 
ſeat to their old Priſon to ſuffer the Chains and 
Flames dne to:them:: To refuſe his Teſtimony, is a 
degree of 'Obſtinacy not far diftant from Malice-of 
of the Devils, and puts Men withoutthe reſerves of 
pardon-' 


to-6ur' Glorified Redeemer, — will Sf an 
Crowns to: all his fairhful Servants, We cannot - 
7 belicve” bis Reſurrection, without believing” 

- nor bdlicye his Doctrine without, un- 
feigned Delires after the eternal Felicity it promiſe 
+ his Commands in ker to th ng y 
to $-mn order to the its, is 
ſhoes, *Tis Trifideli In t-to 
proros hag: - &< Goſpe] XY; adne of 
at: higher an thore peodigipe, | 
believe it, and yet tolive i dildbodience to its Pre. 
cepts,. in contempt of its Promiſes and uk 
as if it were meer Fable, 
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' Types of Chrift under the | 
: (lat, and the —_ ſbment of our Redemption 
by him. © Somg: ſpecial PrediQtions conſider'd that 
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CHAP. XXIL 


The Honour of God's Truth with reſpect to the Lega 
 Threatning, was preſerv'd in the Death of Chriſt, 
The Divine Trath with fo to the Promiſes and 


aw, was juſtified in hu 


reſpect the time of his Coming. The particular Cir- 
cunitances that reſpect the Meſhah are verified, wn 
Teſus- Chriſt. The Conſequents of the Meſſia's 


-- Coming,  firerold by the Prophets, are all come to 
nr: 


Thpes of the Law are compleated in Chriſt, © 
A particular Confideration of Manna, theRock, and 
the brazen Serpent, as they referr'd to him, The 
Paſchal Lamb conſidered. A ſhort Parallel between 
Melchifedec avd Chriſt. The Divinity of the 
Goſpel proved, -by comparing -the antient *Figttres 
with the preſent Truth, and Predictions with the 
Events. The Happineſs of Chriſtians above the 
Jews ix the clear revelation of our Saviour to them, 
From the accompliſhment of Prophecies concerning the 
firſt Coming of Chriſt, our Faith ſhould be confirmed 
in the Promiſes of his ſecond. 


He Original Law given to Man in Paradzſe had 
TFT a-ſeverc : = 


Pevatry annext, that upon the firſt 


breach of it he ſhould die. The end of the threat-- 
ning was to preſerve in him a conſtant reverence of 
the Command. After his Diſobedience, the ho- 
nour of the Divine Trath was concern'd as to the 
inflicting the puniſhment, For although the Su- 


preme 


in the Contrivance of Mans R emp! on. 

the Puniſhment as to particular perſons; yet havin 
declar'd-that-according”to that Rule He would; 

ceed in judgment with Man, the PerfeQion of his 
Truth required; that Sin ſhould be puniſh'd in ſuch'a 
manger, that his Righteouſneſs and Holineſs mi 
eminently appear, and the reaſonable Creature to 
ever fear to offend Him. - Now the God of Truth 
' hath by the Death of his only Son ſo compleatly; an- 
ſwered the Ends of the- /ega/ Threatning, that the 
glory of that Attribute is broke forth like the Sun 
through all the Clouds that ſeem'd to obſcure it. 
Mercy. and Truth meet together, Righteouſneſs and 
Peace kiſs each other . Of this T have ſo largely treated 
before, that I ſhall add nothing more concerning it. 
There is a Secopdary reſpedt wherein the truth of God 
is concern'd, as to the accompliſhing our Redempti- 
on by Jeſus Chriſt, which 1 will briefly explicate. 
God having decreed the ſending of his Son in the 
quality of Mediator to purchaſe our Salvation, was 
pleaſed by ſeveral Promiſes to declare his merciful 
purpoſe, and by various Types to ſhew the deſign 
of that glorious Work, before the exhibition of it. 
This was the effec of his 'Supreme Wiſdom and 
Goodnefs : Firſft,-To comply withthe weakneſs of 
the Church, when 'twas-newly ſeparated from the 
World. For as a ſudden ſtrong Light overpowers the 
Eye that hath been long in the dark,fo that full bright 
Revelation of- the Goſpel had-been above the capa- 
city of the Church; when 'twas * firſt freed from a 
ſtate of Ignorance :* Light mixt with Shadows - was 
proportionable to their Sight. Therefore he was 
pleaſed by ſeveral Repreſentacions*and PrediCtions 
toexcrciſe the Faith, entertain the Hope, and excite 
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ſie: laies it as the foundation of our 


-of it. cake anbyoertai 
or the honour of his Truth he 
good his ward : For 


was engaged to make- 
although pure Love and Mercy 
Original of all God's Promiſes ro nth yk 
his. Truth and Fidelity are the reaſons-of his-tul-: 
filling them. . Not that God- is under ety wma 
of. a Law, buthis own righteous Nature is the in- * 
viglable. Rule of bis actions. Toms > 4 port = 
z3- -£Aart 
God. who- cannot lie hath promiſed ternal Life... The 
Jivine Decree alone ing our Salvation: by 
Chriſt, is a. {ure - Foundation : For God: is as une 
changeablein his Will as his Nature., be Him there: 
is no variableneſs, nor ſhadow of turning. But the 
Promiſe determines the Will of God to perform it 
upen-angther. account : For 'tis not fingle-Incon-. 
ſtancy.. but Falſhood, not to perform . what is 
miſed, from both which He is infinitely diſtant... 
St. Paul alledges this for the reaſan why the Cove» 
nant of Grace is and of ernlating. 
Efficacy, in that the counſel of God was by his Pro» 
miſe and Oath confirmed, That by two immutable 
things, in which it was impoſſible for God:.ta'lye, we 
mig have ſtrong conſolation. For the ife. gives 
a rightful claim to the Creature, and the- i 
of. it is the juſtification of God's Fidelity. In this 
Sence 'tis ſaid, The Law was grvemby Moles, but Grace 
and Truth came by -Feſne Chriſt, i: e.:the Grace of the - 
Goſpel is. the ſubſtantial and compleat accompliſh» 
mentof the Types and Promiſes under the Law. - 1 
will not enter into the diſcuffion of all the Prophecies | 
cancerning the Meſighin the Old Teftament, _ 
OW - 
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Tees) il Shiloh w. * Longiver frow be 


ment : the firſt the mark of R ads pre i 
Jnr wrhermhne whoſe Power ſucceeded that 
of their Kings, in the re zrobabel and his 


Succeſſors, % prop two things, 
ce chablenene 1 Fc Fudech, "ndchele continue 
of- Shiloh. - This Oracle doth' nor” 


peni—b reſpe& the perſon of Fudah, for he never 


aſcended the Throne, nor poſſeſt the Empire over | 


his Brethren , nor ſolely his 2s 2 Tribe di- 
ſtinguiſht from the reſt, "although it ſpecial 'ad- 


from that time: For the Banner of Fa4ch Numb. 2-3. 


led the Camp 'in their march through the wilder- 
neſs: That Tribe had the firſt poſſeſſion of the land of 
(anzan; theſe were the beginnings of its future Glo« 
ry. And from David to the Com Captivity, that Fribe 
poſſeft the Kingdom; But the glory of his Scepter 
wasloſt in the perfon of Zedetiah : Therefore the 
full meaning of the Prophecy the People of 
Ir act, in the relation they had to the Tribe of 

For. that Tribe alone returned entire from the C 
tivity with ſome reliques of Eevi and Be = 
that the Nation from chat time was 

the title of the Jews in relation ro it; and Right 
to diſpoſe of the Scepter was alwaies in the Tribe of 
Judah : For the Eevites that ruled after the Capti- 
vity -rectived their Power from them. *TiU Shiloh 
come, that is, the M:ſfsh, as the Chaldee Paraphraſe, 
and the antient Jewiſh Interpreters expound , So thar 
Qqq2 . the 
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P EPI FCS, «a2 op d 
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ems Dine Mk Fanloke wh 
meat of. preme Power \in'th | 
it/hould not paſs into the hands: 'vf 4 s'bur 
as acertain Preſage, and immediate Fore-runner-of 
of the cumi ay Shiloh. And this was fully /ac- 
compliſh'r, For in_the Captivity therg was an. ine 
terruption rather than extin&ion_ of. their Goyern- 
ment... Their Return was promiſed at the time chey 
were carried Captives to Babylon, But at the coming, 
of Chriſt,' Fudes was a Province of 'the Roman Em- 
pire, Heyod an Edomite ſate on the Throne, 'and as 
the Tribe of Zudah in general, fo the Family of Da- 
widin cular was 1n ſuch a low ſtate, that Foſeph. 
and Mary that were deſcended from him, were con- 
ſtrain'd tolodg in a ſtable at Berhlch:m. And finee 
the bleſſed Peace-maker hath appear'd on the Earth, 
the Fews have loſt all Authority , their Civil and. 
Eccleſiaſtical State is utterly ruin'd, and they bear 
the viſible marks of infamous Servitude. 

2. The Second tamous. PrediQtion. is by an Angel 
to Daniel, when he was lamenting the ruine of Feru- 
ſalem, who comforted him with an afturance that. 
the City ſhould be rebuilt : And further told him, 
That f om tht going forth of the Commandment to reſtore. 


Numerus ite aud to, build Jeruſalem, wnto the Mcſhah the Prince, 
preter allu- 


ſhall be ſeven weeks, and threeſcore and two Weeks the 
ſtreets ſhall be built again, and the wall even in. trouble- 


captivitatis, Joe Hmes. YHnd after threeſcore and two weeks [ball the 
nn fine mz> Meſſiah be cut off, but not for himſelf, and the People of 


ſterio intra the Prince' that. ſhall come, ſhall deſiroy the (, ity and, 
fe occultet & 


S anituary, and the end thereaf ſhall' be with « flood, 
and to the end of the war deſolations are determined. 
The clear intent of the Angels Meflage is, Thar, 
within the ſpace of ſeventy Prophetical Weeks (thar. 
| is, 


is aw hundred and vincty yrarraccording torthe Ex, 
Eo the ner or chemnſelves)-aleex;theiſfuing H.bdomade 


the: arder for the rebuilding iiang! ruſalem, >the fant totidem 
Meſſiah Come, and be put to Ar be by neg e 
of Men which was exactly fulfil'd, 4 ; »\+1 denus 
Pubilets,” Far - quis arm Sabbatarius & Jubilzus af ities fone ohe- 
radteres Chronologie ſacre, ex tir certa pt ratio eninbiiends 30.«Hebdo- 
madas cunt annis e4 ws Fuit enim gary! riny's Darii Sabb#arins & Tu- 
bilexs :; Rawſus ennur prevedens excidium Hicroſolymoram & ipſe S abba- 
tarius fuit & Tubilexs poſtremus ; inter quos velut terminos70. Hebdomade 
decarrunt. Vid» Helvic- Diatribe de Hebdom»  Dawels .. :.. 

3. The time of the manifeſtation ofthe Meſiahis 
evidently ſet down in the Hagga# 2. 6,7, 8:9, 1 will | 
ſhake all Nations, and the defire of al Nations ſhall come, . 
and. I will fil this houſe with Glory ſaith the Lord 
hoſts, The Silver is mine and the Gold is mine, ſaith the. 

Lord of Hoſts. The Glory of the lather ſhall be greater 
than that of the former, ſaith the Loxd of Hoſts, and 

in this place will I give peace. The Prophet to en- 
courage the Fews in building the Temple afſur'd them 
that it ſhould have a ſurpaſſing Glory by the preſence 

of the Meſiah, who is call'd the Defireof all Nations, .- 
and being the Prince of Peace his, coming is deſcribed. 
by that bleſſed effect, aud in, this place willI give. 
Peace, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, 

The ſecond Temple was much inferiour to Sofe-  -.. 
mons as in Magnificence and external Ornaments, ſo \.ly 
eſpecially becauſe defe&ve in thoſeExcellencies thar. | 
were peculiar to the firſt. They were the Ark ofthe 
Covenant, and the appearance of Glory between the. 
Cherubims, the fire from Heaven to conſume the 
Sacrifices,the Urim and Thummiz,and the Holy Ghoſt 
who inſpir'd the Prophets. But when the Lord came 
to his Temple, and” petform'd” many of his Mira= 
cles 


of God the Salvation of the World. 


- 
* 4 
(/ 
'C 


- 


« ag 7 rang Circumſtances forctold concer- 


= 12. 7. pentance, fe; By Worreg th of @ Firgin, and 
Pal. 11:9. ofthe Family of Devid and in the Town lehems 
Micha. 1. thathe ſhold incoEeype, tc be cal'd forth from thence 
—_— by God,that reſidence ſhould be nGalilee the 
Zechs, Tyion of Zebubon and Nephrbali, that he ſhould be 
3025-46. fon ata, and cut ow Helen en 
Iſa.9.6. of an t mira- 
-Ifa,3-1. cles in reſtoring the Blind, the Lame, the Deaf and 
Ws NE EASE TEE 
; +I'2e rm, ipes, . on, > , 

Pab22-7:4- exay'd by his familiar Friend,- ſold for a ſordid Price, 

69+22+ that he ſhould be put to Death, that his hands and 
Pal.22.19. feet ſhould be bored, and his {ide pierc'd, that he 
—_ ſhould dy between Thieves, that in his Paſſion he 
| PRL.2e, ſhowld taſte v and gall, that his garments ſhould 
Iſa53. be divided and be - caſt for his Coat, that he 
ſhould be buried,and his Body not ſee corruption but 

rife, again the third day, he ſhould aſcend to 


Heaven and fit at the right hand of God, and all theſe 
Predictions are y fulfl'dd in the Lord 


Chriſt, 
3. The 


% 
- 


Mrogiews n Bear ms | 
they hid their cs rm bm a, the pet 

Ee, So7 Ant 

e Meffiah, they cally Argon fulfil'd the * 

Prophecies concerning 

- - 6" Mee the Dearh of che Metab, enahs Oael26- 

ſhould ceaſe upon the Death of the Meſſiah, and the 2; 

Jewiſh Nation bediſlolved. Alchough th eg! Sev Jr 16417» 

vice was eſtabliſht with great Nm—_—_ yet there 

as almapes ſic nication ha it ſhould' not 

«Moſes who delivered x6 hes of 2 


4 


the. Togee, containing he eftbliſtmnens of's Diſs 
to theorder of Levi but Melchiſedec, 

who thould bring ins Worlhip and Divine. 
And we ſee this accompliſh, all the Ceremonies were 
buried in his grave & the Sacrifices tor above ſixteen 

hundred years areceaſt. ———— | 

| Y: 


x83 The-Huewory, of ht Druine' Attributes, . 
_ DO iſperſic the 
juiſt -paniſhment of their Infidelity. JUL Fes 56 
mach. 0.2, A 3. Itwas Prophelied that in the time of che Meſſi: 
My, = ab Idols ſhould be ruin'd, and Idolaters Converge £9 
Gen. 49.10 the knowledg of the true-God, That he ſhould. 4 
whe ro the Gentiles, and to him the gathering of the 
. Peaple ſhonld be. And this is ſo viſibly accompliſhe in 
the converſion of the World to Chriſtanity, that not 
one jot or title of Gods Word hath fail'd, ſo that be- 
fides the Glory due to his Power and Mercy, we are 
obliged to honour him as the Fountain of Truth. 

LI will now make ſome ſhort refletions upon the 
Types of the Law to ſhow how they are compleatedin 
Chriſt, '''The Moſaic 'Diſpenſation was ſo contriv'd 
as to-bear a reſemblance of theMefiah in all its parts, 
The Law had- a ſhadow of good things to come : Chriſt 
was the end of the Law : the ſubſtance of thoſe ſha- 
dows. - - | 

The main deſign of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews is 
to ſhew, that in the antient Tabernacle there were 
models of the Heavenly things reveal'd in the Gof- 
pel. The great number of Types d@clares the varie- 
ty of the Divine Wiſdom, and the admirable fulneſs 
of Chriſt in whom they are verified. Three ſorts were 
inſtituted. | | 

1. Some were things without Life, whoſe quali- 
ties and effects ſhadowed forth his Vertues and Bene- 

fits, 3. Things endued with Life - and Sence. 
3. Reaſonable Perſons that either in their offices, 
ations, or the memorable accidents that befel them, 
repreſented the M2/{ah, Of the firſt ſort I will briefly 
ccnlider the Manna that miraculouſly fell from Hea- 
ven, the Rock that by its ſtream refreſht the 1/rae- 

| lites 


H 3. I'O. 
Roms» I Os 
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; nh * That hb in-/coits. 
we are to'obſerve the 
oF God/am means not to ſeek for Myfteriesin eve- 
 Asin Pithres ſome ſtrokes of- the Pencil 
| for ornament, - others for ſignification. Be- 
lides, whe tive things ate ſpoken of them ex- 
ceeding their Nature, - and that cannot-be applied- to 
them without. a yiolent figure, the full an entire 
Truth is only foand'in Jeſus Chriſt. X 
1. Manna was an eminent Type of. him. Avoae- | 
dingly the Apoſtle dechares of the Iſraelites, they did 
all eat the ſame Spiriteal meat, not in reſpet of its 
Material but Symbolical Nature. . The expreſs A- | 
nalogy between Marne and Chriſt, 15s vilible_in :re- 
ſpect of its marvelous. production. . The Moſgical g 
Mamia was not the'fruit of the Earth: procurid--by 
humane induſtry, but fornrd. by the Divine Power, 
and rain'd-Jown upon them : therefore *tis. called 
the Corn'of Heaven, This typified the celeſtial ori- 
gu of our Redeemer. He is .the. true . breadl from G 
eaven, given by the Father. H&iis call'd thegift rk 
of God eminently, being the richeſt and freeſt, withour I 
any merit or indeavour of Men to procure it. - Ahd 
we may obſerve the 'fruth infinitely exceeded the 
Type; for Manna deſcended only from the Clouds , 
therefore our Saviour tells the Fews, Moſes gave ye 
avot that bread from Heaven, But he really came from 
Heaven, where the great and-Glorious Preſence of 
God iis manifeſted, and appear'd under a viſible form 
inthe World, : Myrna " only ſtil'd the Bread 0 
Angets, to ſignify its excellency above common f 
but #he breadof God 5s he which cometh down from Hes- 


ven, 
R rr 


kh 


2. Oanns 


2 
> 


Plal.34- 9 


” . 


vidicorditindtion of Nations, 0 
tiles, to:the Gracians and 
the- diſtinction of quality, to the Honourable and. 
Mean,” the Richand the Poor, 
norant.. And hete 'we may obſerve the 
of the Spiritual Mane above the 
Salvation of all. -* 


-of a few, butas 


ofthe Heavens thar are common-to ult:! and heveie 
was | 


ion-of Chriſtwho'is offer 'd262)t: 


che For and 


Moſaical - for that 


for the 


licious food: the-Taſtsofiris. 
deſcribed to de like waters mixt with honey thathave 


Cotes ſweetneſs : this typified the Love 'of 
it ſhed abroad in the hearts of Believers: . Such 


CRY inp pleaſure procceds 
che Pfalmiſt breaks torch in an cxtaſy, 
how Good the Lard is. .. 


neſs, 


lively 


our trial, 
be 


. 


we are in the deſert of the lower World, the place of 


from-it, that 


e 


expoſed todangers. By him alone we ſhall 


cfiguredit. For Aſgmus 


ſerve the Natural Life for a time. As 


cells the 


finally vidorious over the Enemies ofonr Satvati- 

on. . — alſo the Truth is infinitely above the 

Type that pr only pr 

Fews, your Fathers ear Mannain the Wilder- 

neſs, and are dead. But Jeſus Chriſt is the _ 
| brea 


' 8. The 


I Cor. Iodke 
| yan Exod. 17.6. 


Ez 


that was Pſa}. I 5-22» 
made the rad of the corwer./ He is the Reck wpon which ' P<2:7:5, 
\>63t4 Rrr 2 the 


Ifhi.53- 


1.53» 


Es ſets 
14 JN OW 4/17 ; 
ys, but the: 


-* 


ox the. Valle z-to ſhew | 
tical; Rogksithe-, Son :of God :can- © FORE 
Spiritual lfract with living Water, .:*-: \ F SUGHON 
A+ The quality ofthe Rock po ores 
Sn Saralngh .it-had in its Veins'@ rich: 
bundance.of- Waters, yetto a | was 


ppearance ; 
more dry and. hard... .In.this: it was a Figure of the 


pig Rocks The effects have diſcovered: in him 
:homable depths-of Righteouſneſs,” Grace and - 
yation.yet atthe firſt view wehadino hopes. i For 
_ conſider Him as God, He.is infinitely Holy and 
Juſt, ' encompaſt with everlaſting flames againſt Sin), 
and how can we.cxpe&tany cooling ſtreatns” from 
Him e | , OA - = 
oe prong him 7 ers d v4 
root. out , of 4. ary. groynd.;. the Juſtice of the: Divine 
and. the inficmity-of the,  Natute: did: "nor 
promiſe any . comfort-toy-us. But: whac: cannot” 
infinite Loye,united to infinite Power, perform 2! Di: 
vine Goodneſs hath chang'd the Laws '&f -Narore'in 
our fayour, and by an.admirable a open'd the Rock 
to refreſh ys.. - b:1:2u bom p27 500-0 TI 
3+, The Rock was ſtruck with the: Rod of Moſes # 
Type of the Law, before it ſent forth itsſtreams i thus 
our Spiritual. Rock was wounded for our-Tranſereſſions, 
bruifed for our Iniquities,c then opened all bis treaſures 
to: 484, ; Being conſecrated by Safferings,: he i the. Au- 
they of Eternal Salvation,. In this re the Goſpel: 
propounds him for the. objed? of ſaving: Faith. - —— 
termined #0 know  nathing among you but"\Feſus yp 
and him Crucified. . The Sacraments, the Seals of the 
New Covenant, haye a ſpecial reference to his\Dearh' 


the Foundation of it. . - 4. The 


| Believes: yer" 'us,” Whe 
ſoeuey ge ponent 
- area” I, > gentler; 
5 onion Ever- 
ng_Lif $44Þ] 


his Death and the mars an noe * Theres 
Fa Feſus 'being' the ' Miniſter of the Circamciſion 
choſe this Figues for the Inſtrution-of the Jews; As » 


vlifted up the. Serpentin the Wilderneſs, even ſo 
nt cbe Sen Mane Fee 4 ap : \thit- nr ery 2 


ot a piexpreſMebbedzccins Job <4. 14. 


leves-in him ſhould not periſb, but have' Eternal EifesJoh. 3, 


The Sacred Story relates,that the 
rebellious murmuring} ed God to ſend' 
among them, whoſe Poiſow-was ſofiery and mortal, 
that; i t themoſt Painful Death. Tn this af 
fliftion they addreſt themſelves to the Father of Mer- 
cies, who World by their Repentance, Commanded 
Moſes to make a —— of Braſs, and ere it on 2 
inthe view of the whole Camp, that whoſoever 
looks on it ſhould be healed. By this account from 
we may clearly underſtand- ſomething of 
greateſt conſequenceaxas repreſented by it-: For the 
only. Wiſe God ordains nothing withour- juſt' reaſon... 
Why muſt a Serpent of Braſs be elevated: on a Pole * 
could not the Divine Power recover them withour it 
Why muſt they look towards.it 2: could not a healing 
vertue be to their wounds but through their 
eyes.*- Allthis had a dire& reference to the Myſte- 
"70s Chriſt.: - For the Ke ofthe. I/raelites- by the 


fiery 


elites by their Num. 21s 


Chriſt-on ano Cans who only d: —_ | 
is 75 fe Fcionng in Chr Croced 


er 


'2. Things 'endued with Liie-and rene prof 
the Miffiah. 

(43 Shail:particularly confider theiPaſchal Lamb, 
an !illuftrious Typeotthim:  dibrift nay ap_——— 
ſarrificed forruws, The'whole fone, ns avs 
'-in'the r2chof Exoxkes, hows unarmanable agrex mee 
cweem them. 

1, A. Laniban refpedt: of dts. innapenay 
antd:meeknefs, 'thar-ſuffcrs without zeſutance, waas 
firemblem:s woice was not heard 418 


four Saviour, 
the fr er;ophs did ta 
2 


WL I Pete1.17, 


mb was tobe ſeparated from the Flook 1 1s 


Me ed foi difdaoan' & ——_ Cel rt 
fing They rm eas gn re Se ry 

our intire taking of Chriſt apon the tefms 
of the Goſpel to be our Prince and Saviour. 


*®'g. -The effects atrribured to-the Paſchal Lambyvis. 


- Redemption from Death and ;clearly repre- 
fefly' the Glorious Benefirs we enjoy by Jeſus Cheit: 


The 


deſcending from Heaven and aſcending thither, with» 


os ee afſover z- tha 

— the ubboraneſs of Pharavby. 2nd __ 

the Iſraelites with courage to.undenake theirjourney | 
t9.the promiſed Land. ,, Thus we paſs fromDeath to 


| Life and from bondage tothe GloriousSibarty: of the 


WEEPpag amend Duits Blog.) | : 
Ben pfadont Saviour 
cf gt ic Offices, aRious, or the memorable ac- . 
beiel them. the- beloved of his 

Fr: wy ry mT to.viſic his.Reecheen, by-cheman- 
worthily ſold to | thereb rais'd to be 
their Lotd atid wr Cy of him.” Fo- 
nech three dayes and nies inthe Whales belly,arid 
miraculoyſl teltor'd, was a 'type of his lying inthe 
ion; M ys rs Bro hetical, 


and that upon which an —_ oboe 
our Salvation princi - 
pends, was & illukrared by two Glorious types. Met- 
chiſedes and, Aaron, The,one the high Rricft in ordina- 
ry, the other .che-Prieſt.of ; by » extraordina- 
rydefignation. 1 will.briefly touch n reſem- 
blance between him and Chriſt, Al Sacrifi- 
ces were offer'd from the-Beginning,, yet he is the 
firſt to whom that: Tizleis, given, as called to that 
office in a ſpecial mannex, .,'1 he. Divinity. of Chriſts 
Perſon, . the Eternity: of his. Office, and the-Infinite 
Value of his Oblation were:ſhadowed forth by him, 
Melchiſedec is introduc'd into the Sacred ſtory asone 


out any account of his Birth-or- Death. ,,'Fhe Woncr 


in the Contrivance 'of Man's Redemption. 


of. the Scxipcure- is Myſterious : for the Spirit, con- 


ducted Holy 'Men-in their Writings, The Leviti- 
cal Prieſts deſcended by Natural Generation from 
their predeceſſours, and had ſucceſſours in their Of- 
fice, which was annext to the race of Levs. Bur Me1- 
chiſedec is. repreſented without Father and Mother 
without Beginning and End of Days, whoſe Prieſthood 
was permanent in himſelf. For things and Perſons 
have a double being, real in themſelves, and notion- 
al as they exiſt in the mind; ſo chatno mention being 
made of his coming into the World ar leaving it, the 
ſilence of the Scripture is equivalent to his continual 
duration, Now.in this was an adumbration of Chriſt 
who was the Eternal Son of God,; and really came 
from Heaven to execute his office, and aſcended thi- 
ther... And although his oblation was finiſht on the 
Earth, and his interceſſion ſhall ceaſe in Heaven, yer 
the effects of it ſhall be Ecernal in his Pevple, and 
the Glory of it in himſelf, The Apoſtle obſerves 
other reſerablance between the- Supreme Quality of 
Melebiſedec King ofSalem and Jeſus Chriſt : He was 


King of Righteouſneſs and Peace, He Govern'd his | 


Subjects in Righteouſneſs, and never ſtain'd thoſe 
hands with humane Blood that were employed in the 
Sacred office of the Prieſthood. And by thoſe Glo- 
rious T.itles are ſignified the benefits our Saviour 
conveys to his People. He is the true King of Righ-. 


- teouſneſs:. By which is not intended the Righteouſ- - 


neſs that juſtifies before God, in which reſpe& he is 
call'd the Lord owr Righteouſneſs, and is ſaid, to have 
brought in Eternal Righteouſneſs, tor that reſpe&s his 
Prieltly office : -in that quality he acquir'd it, But 
that Titleſignifies his giving moſt Righteous Laws for 
the Goverment of = Church, | and his diſpenſing 

ST Righte- 


af 4 % 
497 ; 


We oi on OT 
'Death, by which he preſerves the. of his 
Fzws, and ſecures the obedience of his SubjeQts. And 
he is King of Peace, by which we are not to under- 
ſtand his temper and diſpoſition, nor our peace with 
God, for reconciliation is grounded on his Sacrifibe, 
nor peace with Conſcience the effe& of the other, bur 
thac whieh depends on his Royalty. As the King of 
Peace he keeps his Subjects in aca]m and quier Obe- 
dience; all their Thoughts and Paſſions ate regulated 
'by his Will. The Laws of ſecular Kings are only ex- 
Rog the eyes, or proclaimed to the ears of their 
ubjecs, bur His are engraven in their hearts. By 
the inward and Almighty efficacy of his Spiric he in- 
clines them to their Univerſal Duty ; ind; will bring 
—_ Ecernal Peace in Ms Glorious ns gr | 
 Firf, From hence we have an irre ny rot - 
of the : For 


ment- Trath and Diyinity of the Goſpel 


'tis evident by comparing the ancient Figures with 
the preſent Truth; the Copies with the Of inal, 
the PiRtures with the. Life, that Eternal  Wifd 
contrived them, - For no created Underſtandin 
could frame ſo various Repreſen'ations of Chriſt,an 
all exa&ly agreeing with him at ſuch a diſtance before 
His arance? And if we compare the PrediQi- 
69s with 'the Events, 'tis moſt clear that only the 
Divine Knowledg could reveal them. For other- 
wiſe how was it poſhble, that the Js 1am fo ma- 
fy Ages before the Coming of Chriſt ſhould pre- 
ditthoſe things concerning Him, that exceeded the 
forcfight of all the Angels of Light e Whar Inteclli- 
ence could there be between Moſes and David and 
[ſaigh, that lived ſuch a diſtance of time from one 
anotherto deliver ſuch things as meet in bim as their 
| Centre ? 


J 


_ F: ; h rhe Letter, ya 
abhor the accomp 3. So that these 


an. be no e ſuſpicion that they-are feigned, 
ng le Date than their titles declare; Their 


and of ; 

ſucceſhive fulfilling is a perpetual Miraele ta-juſtific 
the truth of our clig on. Our Saviour uſcd;this 
Method for the i jon- of his ene gs --Ibeſe 
are the words 'which I ſpake unto you, that all-things 


miſt be fulfilled which were written in the Law of | Mo- 


ſes, andix the Prophets, andin the Pſalms concerning 


me. AndSt. Pawl fram'd a powerfal Demonſtration 
fcom the Scriptures to prove that- Feſws wasthe Chriſt, 


: + Zoble Happineſs of -Chrifizns, not. only: aboye, the 
v4 | SC Hea- 


In his Writings he deciphers the riddles of the Law, 
and  xemoves the Veil, to diſcover the Face of Chuiſt 
engraven by the Divine Attificer,  Brieflyyby\ſhew- 


- ing the conſent between the wo /Teſtaments, | he.il- 


luminatescbe O/d4 by the New, and confirms the Mew 
by the 'O7d... Now what Religion is-there- inthe 
World whoſe Myſteries were foretold by the Ocacles 
of God, and ' by his Inſtitutions: above 1we 
thouſand Y ears betare 'twas exhibirted' © - Whoſe 
Dodrine perfe&Qly accords with the moſt antient, 
venerable-and Divine Writings Can that Religion 


be any: other than Divine, which God did ſo expreſ- 


ly predict, and powrtray” in ſuch-yarious manner, for 
the receivivg whereof He made ſuch» early Prepara- 
tions in the World Certainly without offering the 


| . wan violence to bur rational Faculties, none can 


disbelieveic. He degrades himſelf from the: dignity 
of being a Man, that refuſes to be a Chriſtian, 
2. Dn hence we may anderitand the incompa- 
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. our Saviours Death, and his Ianocenet, "Humility, 


1: The Harmony if the Divine Uttributes 
Heathens, who by Divine Deſertion were wholly 
Strangers to the Covenants of "Mercy,-but above God's 

liar People. The Meſh was the-expettation 
and deſire of Heaven and Earth. ' ee ne 
the Saints had ſome glimmerings of Light, "which 
made them inwardly languiſh after the bleſſed Mani- 
feſtation.of ir : But'that: was reſerved for Believers 
in the laſt Ages of the World. That antierit Pro- 


- miſe* (the Morning Bluſh of ' the Gofpel-Day) That 


the Seed of the Woman ſhould break the head of the Sey- 


pent, and the Serpent - bruiſe his heel, ſignified the 


bloody. Victory the Meſſiah ſhould obtain over'Satan, 
but how little. of- itwas underſtood * . One may. as 
well from the fight-of the Root foretel the dimen- 
ſions of a Tree, the colour, figure, and taſte of its 
Fruits, -as from that Prediction. have: diſcover'd all 
the parts of our Mediator's Office, and the excellent 
benefits reſulting from it, ' The Incarnation, Cru- 
cifixion, ReſurreQion, ' and Aſcenſion/ of :Chrift axe 
in the Types and Prophecies of the O/4 Teſtament, 
as Corporeal beings axe in the darkneſs of the Night; 
they have a real exiſtence, but no" Eye is ſo: clear 
as to enlighten the obſcurity. The moſt ſharp- 
ſighted Seer might ſay, I ſhall ſee him, but not now, + 
The Miniſtry of the Law is compar'd to the Light 4 

« Candle, that is ſhadowy, and confin'd to a ſma 
place. That of the Goſpel is like the Sw in its 
ſtrength, that enlightens the World. The Prophets 
who were nearer the coming of Chriſt had: clearer 
Revelations, but did not bring perfet Day. As 
ſome new Stars appearing in the Firmament increaſe, 
but do not change the nature af. the Light, ' Iſaih 
who is ſo exact indeſcribing all the Cazcumſtances of 


and 


in the Contrivantt of. Man's Redemption, . yOu. 
id. Ratience 5-tharhhe ſeems to be an he 154 r2- 
TENG 4-Praphet'; yer the Erhiopiay Profclyte; who 
certainly was a proficient in the Fewiſh Religion, 
underſtood not bf whom the Propher fpake. e ſee 
' what, they were ignorant of, not that our fightis. 
,but our light is more clear. | The full dif- 
covery of theſe Myſteries was reſervel as an honour 
to our Saviours Coming. He is the Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſs, and the Light that He hath ſhed Ex- 
cels that of all the Prophets in brightneſs, as'well as 
his Perſon tranſcends theirs in dignity, And how 
ſhould the Evangelical Light warm"our Hearts' with 
thankfulneſs to God for this admirable Priviledg 2 
Thedim foreſight of the Meſſiah, two thouſand years 
before his Coming, put Abrahams in an extafie of 
Joy, how ſhould the full Revelation of Him affect 
us ? 'Many holy Prophets and Kings defired to ſee 
the things that we fee. They embraced the Promiſes, 
we have the bleſſed effefs ;. They had the Shadows, 
we have the Light. They only faw the veiled face 
of Moſes, We all with oper face as in a glaſs ſee the 
Glory of the Lord: Now what is our Duty becomi 
this Priviledg, - But to be transform'd into the ſam: 
Image from Glory to Glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord ? 
The Life of every Chriſtian thould be a ſhining Re- 
preſentation of the Graces and Vertues of Chriſt 
that are ſo viſible in the Gofpcl. Their Holineſs 
and Heavenlineſs, their Hopes and Joy ſhould as 
much'exceed the Graces and Comforts of Believers 
under the Legal Diſpenſation, as their Knowledg is 
incomparably more clear and perfeR. 

To. conclude ; From the accompliſhment of the 
ancient Prophecies inthe firf# Coming of the Mefiah, 
we may confirm our Faith in thoſe glorious Protniſes 
| that 
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the Harm of the Divine Attributi 
that are tobe fulfill'd at his ſecond. For 'tis the 
Ame Divine Goodneſs, the ſame Fidelity, the fanje 


Power ſtill, which we are to build our Hopes. 
And the C jon, that the Perfetion of our 


lappineſs is reſeryed till that time, ſhould cnflame 


" "Twas the charaZey of Believers of TIX Of Tella- 


ment, They waited for the conſolation of Iiracl : *Tis 
the deſcription of the Saints in the New, they love 
the Appearance of Chriſt, If. they long'd for his 
Coming in*the Fleſh, though it was attended with 
all the circumſtances of Meanne(s and Diſhonour,the 
Feds .of our Sins; with what ardent and impatient 

fires ſhould we haſten His Coming in { 'lory, whe 
He fhall appear the Second: rime to them that look for 
him, without Sin, unto Salvation: Then He will put 
anend to all the diſorders of the World, and be- 
gin the glorious State, wherein Holineſs and Righ- 
teouſneſs ſhall be nm 93 reign = 4 Lhe 
Chriſtien Chuxch joyns in that azdent Addreſs. go our 
es ; Oh, F: thou wouldſt vent the Heavens and 
wouldſt come down,that the mountains might flow down at 
thy Preſence. As when the melting fire burneth, the Fire 
cauſeth the waters to boile © to make thy Name known to 
thine adverſaries, that the Nations may tremble at thy 
Preſence. Although the Beauty and Frame of this. 
viſible World ſhall be deſtroyed, yet that dreadful 
Day ſhall be joyful to the Saints: For then all. the 
Preparations of Infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, The 
things that Eye hath not ſeem, nor Eax heard, neither © 
have entered into the heart of man, ſhall be the ever- 
laſting portion of thoſe who love God, Come. Lord 
Feſits, 
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